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Higher, lighter and brighter
Expanding up gave more space
without losing yard

by Maytal Mark / photos by Dasja Dolan

L

ike many couples with three young kids, Roland Dreier and
Bina Bhattacharyya expected space in their house to become
an issue.
“It felt like (the kids) would want more privacy,” Bhattacharyya
says. Anticipating the issue, they decided to expand up instead
of out.
Although the couple originally considered keeping the style of
their one-story ’50s-style ranch home in the interest of cost, they
were finally wooed by the cottage style of a two-story bungalow
with one main gabled roof and two side wings.
“We tried to get the extra space we wanted but keep the yard,”
Bhattacharyya says.
The second story quickly became the go-to space for their
three children. “The kids love the upstairs,” Bhattacharyya says.
“That’s kind of their abode.”
The two kids’ bedrooms upstairs were expanded and designed
to be mirror images across a hallway. Along with the bedrooms
and one shared bathroom, the upstairs also has a “bonus” playroom as well as plenty of nooks and crannies the kids use to hide
and read.
Given all the options, the kids’ favorite play area is still hands
down the attic space. “Our contractor saw that there was this
attic space and he thought the kids would love it, so he made

Top: By expanding up, the family was able to keep the back yard while
gaining more space. Left: The mudroom at the side entrance sports a
storage bench, coat hooks and cubbies.
6 Winter 2014 | home + garden design
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The floor plan of the public spaces on the first floor were largely
unchanged.

a passage,” Bhattacharyya explains. The kid-sized tunnel
stretches from a small entrance near the top of the stairway
to the playroom at the other end where a play door closes
it off.
“Sometimes they bring all the sleeping bags and just lie in
there,” Bhattacharyya says, pointing to the attic space filled
with toys and strewn Lego pieces.
The children’s domain upstairs matches the well-lit air of
the first floor with plenty of broad, low windows looking

A sliding “barn” door saves space near the mudroom.

out over the neighborhood. The windows recommended
by their contractor light up the house, but avoid harsh and
direct sunlight.
“There aren’t a lot of other two-story houses (on the
street),” Bhattacharyya says. “Because we’re kind of the
only ones up here we get a lot of light.”
“One thing I liked about the house before was the whole
(continued on next page)

The remodel was an opportunity to increase function in the kitchen, modernizing appliances, enlarging the pantry and adding an island.
home + garden design | Winter 2014 7
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A&E
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Upstairs there’s now plenty of room for storage, as well as
nooks and crannies for play.
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(continued from previous page)

house was always bright,” she says. However, Dreier adds
that repositioned windows were still a great renovation.
“In the master bedroom, it’s really pretty much exactly the
same except the windows are moved, and it really improves
the light,” Dreier says.
Moving the kids’ bedrooms upstairs also created space
for a designated laundry room and mudroom downstairs.
“I really wanted to have a mudroom,” Bhattacharyya says,

Designed and built
to withstand
the test of time
s .EW (OMES
s 2EMODELING
s $ESIGN AND 0LANNING
s 2ESTORATION
s 'REEN "UILDING
s #ABINETRY AND -ILLWORK

Serving the peninsula since 1985.
3553 Haven Avenue, Suite 5, Menlo Park | (650) 854-8198 | Lic#475751
www.TheDouglassCompany.com
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Large windows in the stairwell stream in plenty of light and offer
an overview of the neighborhood.

gesturing to the side entrance accessorized with a small
storage bench, mounted coat hooks and overhead cubbies.
“It’s one of my favorite things because all the mess can fit
in there.” The mudroom space used to serve as the cramped
laundry room, but Bhattacharyya says she now has plenty of
space in her new laundry room to fit and organize multiple
baskets.
Expanding up rather than out meant that much of the
first-story floorplan stayed the same, except some minor
width expansion.
“The kitchen is more functional,” Dreier says. “By adding
that width, we now have an island and we modernized all
our appliances, got a bigger oven, a bigger pantry.” Other
modernizations include the installation of a full-house fan.
“We really haven’t had to use the air conditioning,” Dreier
says.
The freed space downstairs holds plenty of room for other
extra storage spaces. What used to be a child’s bedroom
downstairs now serves as a guest room and storage space
for art supplies. The couple also has a closet’s-worth of storage space under the stairs and a pantry near the kitchen.
Although the interior decorating and re-landscaping
processes have yet to be completed, both Bhattacharyya
and Dreier are excited by the possibilities the extra space
has created. “It’s really nice and light and open,” Dreier
says. H&G

Resources:
Architect: Tom Carrubba, square three design, Palo Alto,
650-326-3860, www.squarethree.com
Contractor: Ian Dickey, Groundswell Construction, Half
Moon Bay, 650-712-9524
Goal of project:
Add second floor to increase
space without expanding into
yard; modernize appliances
and home air circulation

Year house built:
1951

Unanticipated issues:
Entirely rebuilding first-floor
walls despite keeping the
same floor plan

Size of home, lot:
Went from 1,326-sq-ft
to 2,427-sq-ft home
on 6,662-sq-ft lot

Time to complete:
18 months

T

HERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR EXPERIENCE AND WE HAVE BEEN
IN THE BUSINESS FOR MORE THAN  YEARS /UR CRAFTSMEN
HAVE A THOROUGH KNOWLEDGE OF MODERN SURFACE COATINGS
AND APPLICATION TECHNIQUES

Get a FREE,
no pressure quote.
Call us today!
Lic.# 803672

“A sincere thank you
to the crew, that did such
a fabulous job painting
our home. We are thrilled
with the outcome.”
– Janice & Orlin Marcus

Serving the peninsula for over 23 years.
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Custom-made
to last a lifetime
Remodel stressed aging in place, better use of space
by Carol Blitzer / photos by Dasja Dolan

F

rom the front, not much is different about Aleta Hanna’s small
mission bungalow at the edge of Crescent Park (what was once
called University Park).
Hanna and her late husband Karl van Deinse bought the house in
1988 and raised their two sons there. The yard was lovely, given that
van Deinse was a landscape architect, but the house didn’t age as
gracefully.
Earlier owners had added a second bedroom in the 1940s; “a third
bedroom was added on as a studio along with another bathroom with
access through the kitchen,” Hanna wrote in an email.
Although they had talked for years about changing the floor plan to
“make it more livable,” it wasn’t until her husband died in 2006 that
Hanna decided to bring the home up to date and create a space she
could enjoy for the rest of her life.

Top: A wall was removed to create a large living room/great room, with
a pair of windows flanking the fireplace. Left: The kitchen is smack in the
middle of the house, with custom-made cherry cabinets, a soapstone or
Douglas fir counters and Fireclay tile backsplash.
12 Winter 2014 | home + garden design
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Expanding into the backyard was a little tricky, given the proximity of a red oak, but the builder was able to cantilever the foundation to
avoid harming the tree.

Keeping everything on one floor was key to aging in
place.
Today one steps into the now roomy living room (really
a great room), with the kitchen relocated to the center of
the home. A wall was removed that separated the old living
room from the back bedroom and the wood-burning fireplace was moved from a corner, now centered between two
stained-glass windows.

The enlarged master bedroom boasts a raised wooden ceiling.

The front bedroom on the left is now a library/media
room, with a loft accessed by a ladder.
Many surprises were in store as they stripped the walls
down to the studs. “The walls were made from scraps of
bigger houses around here,” Kristen Harrison, designer,
says. And, although the owners had replaced some of the
(continued on next page)

Much attention was paid to detail, from the wooden moldings
around each door to the custom-built cherry kitchen cabinetry.
home + garden design | Winter 2014 13
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original foundation, much more needed to be rebuilt and
termite damage dealt with.
“The house is extremely solid now,” she says.
“Aleta came to me with the idea for a kitchen in the
middle of the house. A lot are her ideas that I made work
architecturally and structurally,” Harrison adds.
The centralized kitchen, with its adjacent laundry area,
overlooks the living room. It’s finished with cherry cabinets, with one soapstone counter and Fireclay tile backsplash. Another counter was re-purposed from the Douglas
fir flooring in the old laundry room; more of the fir was
used in flooring and a new bench in the loft off the media
room.
Harrison points to the construction details, noting that
moldings are glued, not nailed in place, and the new windows are Loewen from Canada. The cabinet maker came up
from the Santa Barbara area, measured, built, then refined
on the site.
Off a wide hallway, which leads to the backyard, pocket
doors separate the master suite, which contains an enlarged
bedroom, a linen closet and a bathroom with a corner
shower and a rounded cabinet holding a vessel sink.
Several things set limits to how far the home could
extend: The house already violated side setbacks (which
were grandfathered in); it was in a flood zone; and the
backyard had tall redwoods and a huge red oak rather close
to the house.
Harrison figured out how to extend the guest bedroom
and hall by cantilevering the foundation. The solution
required conferring with an arborist to make sure the oak’s
roots were not destroyed in the process.
Hanna participated in just about every decision throughout the year of construction. Towards the end, she brought
in tiles acquired years ago to incorporate into a mosaic
floor in the bathroom between the guest bedroom and living room.
“We’ve really taken our time with decisions,” Harrison
says, adding, “It’s been embellished as we went along.”
“But it’s good to be patient, take time. (She’ll) be living
in it a long time,” she says. H&G

For the guest bathroom, the owner wanted to incorporate tiles
purchased years before into a mosaic tile floor.

Resources:
Design/Build: Kristen Harrison, Harrison Design,
43 Homer Lane, Menlo Park, 650-854-2606,
kah@hdstud.com
Contractor: Ron Collosi, Summit Construction, Belmont,
www.summitltd.com, 650-594-9442
Cabinets: Clifton R. Bartlett, Bartlett’s Fine Cabinetry
& Millwork, Buellton, Calif., 805-693-1617
Windows: Loewen Window Center of Palo Alto,
650-855-9357, www.loewen.com
Goal of project:
Relocate kitchen, enlarge
bedrooms, add light
Unanticipated issues:
Termites, bad foundation,
need to design around
protected trees

Year house built:
1922
Size of home, lot:
174 sq ft added to 1,402 sq-ft
house, on 5,625 sq-ft lot
Time to complete:
About one year
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The master bathroom features a corner shower and a rounded
cabinet holding a vessel sink.
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The winemaking workshop, an accessory structure that won a Chrysalis Award for Remodeling Excellence, has become a gathering place
for everything from winetasting events to pizza parties. The slanted roof holds enough solar panels to radically reduce the owners’ annual
energy bill.

A winemaker’s dream
New structure supports winemaking and olive-oil production
by Emma Trotter / photos by Joel F. Bartlett

A

doorbell decorated with grapes announces visitors to
the home of David Bulfer and Kelly Pope. That’s fitting, since they recently built a wine workshop and are
educating themselves about winemaking.
Since 1997, the couple has lived up a little cul-de-sac near
Westwind Barn in Los Altos Hills. An initial remodel in
1998 did not include their old barn, but by 2010 it was time.
The original scope of the project was simply to add solar
panels to the roof of the barn, but city regulations required
a new structure to support that goal.
And so, this multifunctional workshop to store winemaking and other equipment was conceived.
“Lucero Vineyard,” reads a sign above the winemaking
tank in the completed structure, underscored by Robert
Louis Stevenson’s “Wine is bottled poetry.”
A mural evocative of Tuscany’s sun-kissed hills and foliage covers one wall, while the purple tinge to the sloping
concrete floor and tiles behind the sink lend aesthetic unity
as well as make for practical cleanup.
“We made it functionally enhanced and aesthetically
gorgeous,” says Ilona Lindauer, founder of IKB, the design
firm that implemented the project. “They now have this
incredible space for making and tasting wine — rather than
in the garage.”
Pope and Bulfer use the space for all kinds of gatherings,
from board retreats to friends and family winetasting events

16 Winter 2014 | home + garden design

and pizza parties centered around the Italian outdoor pizza
oven.
“People live life together,” Bulfer says.
“We wanted to integrate more of the fresh food, Italian way
of living, and have a place to share that,” Pope elaborates.
Bulfer and Pope were able to closely supervise the project
from their house.
“It was very nice to be in a nice home and be able to see
the project whenever you wanted,” Bulfer says. The couple
lived in a trailer on the property during the first remodel.
Pope counters, “Your day is a bit more interrupted
because you’re on the property and your builders are also.”
“Plan everything completely in the beginning,” Lindauer
adds. “The build becomes an implementation. There are no
horror stories.”
Pope and Bulfer are pleased with the way the building
turned out, and credit their contractors with the success.
“Our architect looked at our main house and tried
to mirror the design,” Pope says. She credits IKB with
contributing “function as well as atmosphere,” and IKB
won a Chrysalis Award for Remodeling Excellence in the
Detached Outbuilding category in 2011.
“There’s this sense of the outside coming in,” Lindauer
says. “The overall feeling that this building reflects, it’s
(continued on page 18)
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www.cityofpaloalto.org (650) 329–2241

The sun is my source
of inspiration.
Every time I feel the warmth of the
sun on my face I’m reminded what
a powerful source of energy it
is. As both a Palo Alto resident
and employee at the City of
Palo Alto Utilities, I get to share
my enthusiasm for solar energy
by taking people through the
process, start to ﬁnish.
Let me get you into hot water!
Solar heated water, that is. Visit our
website or call to talk to me
about whether a solar water
heating system makes
sense for your home.
CityofPaloAlto.org/SWH

—Lindsay Joye
Marketing Engineer

PHOTO: © Melissa Wuschnig
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In addition to zinfandel grapes, the couple also grows
olives, with an eye toward producing both olive oil and
cured olives. They purchased five organic, Tuscan varietals
from McEvoy Ranch, including Moraiolo, which yields a
fruity oil, and Pendolino, with a light and delicate earlyripening stock.
Despite the couple’s shared love of Tuscany, Bulfer says
of the updated property, “I can’t imagine anywhere else in
the world I’d want to live.” H&G

The inside of the winemaking workshop is decorated with a
mural depicting Tuscany’s hills and foliage.

Resources:
Designer/builder: Ilona Lindauer, IKB, Los Altos, 650941-4384, www.ikbinc.com
Architect: Chris Grasso, Santa Cruz, 831-425-6538,
chrisgrassoarchitect.com
Landscape architect: Connie Lefkowits, Los Altos, 650941-1624, www.clgardens.com

(continued from page 16)

lovely. It invites you into the space.”
In keeping with the original goal of adding solar panels,
the new structure is quite responsibly built — LEEDcertified and “so earthquake sound it took nine trucks of
concrete,” Pope says. The solar panels have lowered the
couple’s annual energy bill to about $350, Bulfer says.
Pope and Bulfer emphasize that they have more to learn
about winemaking and hope the workshop will serve as
motivation.
“The hardest part is growing a good grape,” Bulfer says.
“If worse comes to worst, grapes are beautiful landscaping.”

Goal of project:
Add solar panels to old
barn, which project quickly
expanded into building a new
structure to store winemaking
and other equipment
Unanticipated issues:
Access problems with
electricity and concrete
trucks; need to redesign
threshold after damage by
dropped door

Year house built:
1974
Size of home, lot:
860-sq.-ft. workshop, 4,000sq.-ft. house on 1.3-acre
property
Time to complete:
6 months
Budget:
$600,000
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See our work at www.miraclemethod.com

#ALL FOR A FREE Estimate!
Visit our showroom

at 45 S. First St.
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Lic.# 680455

Each Miracle Method franchise independently owned and operated.
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Our Recent Sales in North Palo Alto

244 Rinconada Avenue, Palo Alto
Listed at $4,950,000

335 Seale Ave, Palo Alto
Listed at $5,750,000

1535 Edgewood Drive, Palo Alto
Listed at $7,650,000

722 Ashby Drive, Palo Alto
Listed at $4,500,000

1433 Dana Avenue, Palo Alto
Listed at $3,350,000

1125 Ramona Street, Palo Alto
Listed at $5,495,000

649 Seneca Street, Palo Alto
Listed at $2,995,000

1436 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto
Listed at $2,798,000

Represented Buyer
555 Byron
2303 Cowper
151 Waverly
872 Boyce
784 Palo Alto Avenue, Palo Alto
Listed at $2,195,000

Michael Dreyfus,
Broker/CEO

2302 Santa Ana St, Palo Alto
Listed at $2,295,000

Summer Brill,
Sales Associate

Noelle Queen,
Sales Associate

650.485.3476
michael.dreyfus@dreyfussir.com

650.701.3263
summer.brill@dreyfussir.com

650.427.9211
noelle.queen@dreyfussir.com

BRE 01121795

BRE 01891857

BRE 01917593

Downtown Palo Alto
728 Emerson Street,
Palo Alto
650.644.3474

Sand Hill Road
2100 Sand Hill Road,
Menlo Park
650.847.1141

dreyfussir.com
EaGL 3J½Ge
is Independently
Owned and Operated.
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Cherie Cordellos

A play table (at far left) with four corner storage bins on wheels, designed to be central to living room and kitchen, keeps the toddlerclutter contained. A custom commercial carpet was cut to the best size for this space.

Real Solutions

Flex rooms
at home
by Risë Krag

Y

our home should support your life. Are you using your
home to its full capacity? If you are not sure, look at
the overall floor plan. Imagine that there are no labels
(living room, dining room, etc.) and it is a blank canvas.
What are your hobbies and passions and how do you share
space with others? You may be surprised at how the room
designation changes.
Recent findings of a Neanderthal site unearthed in
northwest Italy, reported recently in the Canadian Journal
of Archaeology, suggest they organized their living spaces
according to tasks and were purposeful in how they separated their activities. Researchers found that evidence of
fire building toward the rear wall of the cave (perhaps for
sleeping and socializing next to the hearths), while stone
tools and chips, as well as animal materials were found
outside the cave.
Such terms as living room, dining room, powder room,
butler’s pantry — all have meaning, but are they relevant to
today’s lifestyle? People seem to struggle with fitting their

20 Winter 2014 | home + garden design

life into these categories and functions. From youth to old age
our individual needs as well as family functions change.
Living room
A young couple who enjoys entertaining may wish to use
the living room for parties and other gatherings. A family with small children may move their socializing to the
family room off the kitchen to keep an eye on the children.
When the children become teenagers, they may want to
have some separation. When the children leave home, the
living room may become more of a focus for quiet activities
or visiting with family and friends again.
Living rooms are often associated with more formal
social events. They usually have the most beautiful furnishings. Enjoy these rooms! I suggest reading with small
children or playing musical instruments, chess and board
games. Children can associate special time with this environment and learn to value and care for nice belongings.
Dining room
Throughout history, dining rooms have been separated
from the cooking area. In today’s homes a dining room is
usually adjacent to the kitchen, furnished with a long rectangular table with arm chairs at each end and side chairs
along the sides. Furniture for serving food and storage of
china and silverware is also included.
If formal meals are not part of your lifestyle, dining
rooms can be used for game rooms. Why not table tennis?
Take down the net and pass the turkey and mashed pota-
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toes! Billiards, dancing, tumbling or any activity that needs
some space could be fun and appropriate.

same, most people try to create a special place with color or
décor that is more dramatic than other areas of the house.

Kitchen
Traditionally, kitchens were utilitarian and often separated from the main house. The trend now is “open kitchens”
where the cook is part of the socialization. Good ventilation
and a variety of appliances have made the kitchen a showcase. Kitchens are central hubs for families.
Include lower drawers for children to put their bowls and
plates away and counters of different heights for cooks of
all ages. A homework space for younger children is also
inclusive.

Bedroom
Bedrooms are sometimes shared and can be personalized
for need. I have known older people that moved out of their
beautiful two-story homes because they could not navigate
the staircase. Their large home could have been repurposed
to include a bedroom downstairs, but the labels of “dining
room” and “living room” got in the way. I encourage people
who are building a home or remodeling to include one bedroom downstairs and make sure that the door to the room,
the closet and the bathroom is wide enough for a walker or
wheelchair. This accessible room could be used by guests,
high school students during recuperation from a sports
injury or an older home owner.

Butler’s pantry
A butler’s pantry is used for storage of serving items. In
large historic homes the butler was in charge of the silver,
wine log and merchant account books and might have even
slept in this utility room. In today’s homes the butler’s pantry is usually located between the kitchen and dining room
and used for serving platters, staging meals, especially
salads and desserts. It may include a wine refrigerator and
a small sink. An alternative use would be to store extra food
items or any entertaining supplies or hobby items.
Powder room
Powder room is a small room for a toilet and sink, usually
located near the entrance. It is primarily meant for guests. In
Victorian times women politely asked for the room to powder their nose. While the name sticks and the function is the

Garage
Yes, a garage could be used for cars, bikes or other modes
of transportation. It is generally shared with storage items,
tools and toys.
Think of your home as a flexible living space that meets
your needs. H&G
Risë Krag, ASID, associate AIA, IESGG, is founder of RKI
Interior Design, a full-service interior-design firm. She
can be reached at 650-854-9090 or RKIinteriordesign.
com. Design problems can be sent directly to rki@
rkiinteriordesign.com.

Making The Difference For You...

■

Extensive Neighborhood Knowledge

■

Creative, Resourceful, Connected

■

Exceptional Service

■

Dedicated Advocate

■

Trusted Partner

650.201.1010
Dan.Ziony@CBNorCal.com

Dan Ziony

CA DRE #01380339

Serving buyers and sellers in Palo Alto, Menlo Park, Atherton,
Portola Valley, Woodside, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills and other
Peninsula communities for more than a decade

www.DanZiony.com
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DESIGN
2014

Advertisers, be sure to mark your
calendar for the upcoming issues
of Home & Garden Design
2014 Publication
dates and deadlines:
Spring Issue

For more information, contact your advertising
rep or call Tom Zahiralis, Vice President,
Sales & Marketing at 650.223.6570 or e-mail:
tzahiralis@embarcaderopublishing.com

April 9 & 11
Ad copy deadline March 7

July 9 & 11
Ad copy deadline June 6

Fall Issue

October 8 & 10
Ad copy deadline September 12

Winter Issue

January 7 & 9, 2015
Ad copy deadline December 5, 2014
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NEW Improvements
to the Household
Hazardous Waste Station

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N

(NEW hours too!)

We’ve made some exciting new upgrades to the
Household Hazardous Waste Station, where you can safely
dispose of your unwanted or unused toxic household items.
You can ﬁnd the list of accepted items online or by calling us.
We’ve expanded our hours!
The HHW Station is now open:
Every Saturday 9am – 11am
First Friday of the month 3pm – 5pm

We’ve added a new reuse service!
Residents can pick up usable household
products such as paints, cleaners and
unused motor oil.

Limitations
$ 15 gallons or 125 pounds
of waste per visit
$ Must be a Palo Alto Resident (driver’s
license or vehicle registration)

Location
Regional Water Quality Control Plant
2501 Embarcadero Way
Palo Alto, CA 94303

For more information, visit

www.cityofpaloalto.org/hazwaste
zerowaste@cityofpaloalto.org
(650) 496-5910
Individuals with disabilities who require accommodations to access City facilities, services or programs, or who would like information on the City's compliance
with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, may contact the City’s ADA Coordinator at (650) 329-2550 (voice) or e-mail ada@cityofpaloalto.org
Printed on 100% post-consumer recycled paper bleached without chlorine
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267 Hamilton Ave.

Palo Alto 650-328-3500

UniversityArt.com
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