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Four Generations of Professional Tree Care
in the San Francisco Bay Area

Seymour P. McClenahan, Circa 1911

S.P McClenahan Company is one of the
largest and one of the oldest family owned
arboricultural ﬁrms servicing the private
sector in Northern California. Founded
in 1911 with the steadfast dedication to
principles of integrity and quality tree care
practices, our customers continue to select
S.P. McClenahan with the same conﬁdence
as they have for over a century.
McClenahan’s operations include
consultation, diagnosis, appraisal, pruning,
removal, disease and pest management,
planting, bracing, cabling, cavity
repair, treatment of root crown disease,
fertilization and aeration.

Seymour S. McClenahan, Woodside, Ca., Circa 1935

1 Arastradero Road,
Portola Valley

Henry I. McClenahan,
Hearst Estate in Wyntoon, Ca., Circa 1932

James, John, Joshua McClenahan,
Filoli Center in Woodside, Ca., 2011

650.326.8781
www.spmcclenahan.com

Scan to learn more
about our services
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Give Us Your Honey Do List
We Make and Keep Your Home Like New

Take back your weekends! Home Preservation Services visits you four times a year and takes care of your
Honey Do List and provides essential preventive maintenance to preserve the value and lifespan of your home.

Never Worry
About Home Care Again
s We Visit Four Times A Year
s We Take Care of Your Honey Do List
s We Perform 260 Seasonal Tasks and Inspections
s We Provide In-house and Outside Repairs
s We Are On Call - 24/7 Emergency Service
“They are always available when things go wrong and need repair. The people who come out [every season]
are unfailingly courteous, clean, and willing to do the extras we ask of them.” - Jeanne K
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One goal of the remodel of the Spanish
Colonial Revival home, originally designed
by Charles Sumner, was to make the
changes appear seamless.
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The new laundry room
includes sorting bins tucked
under a counter, with a view of
the revamped back garden.

The new garage is connected
to the house and leaves plenty of
room for an extensive potting and
storage shed.

by Emma Trotter /
photos by Dasja Dolan

M

ost women don’t
think of their laundry rooms as “beautiful.” But that’s exactly what
Mary Jo Levy gets to call hers
— ever since she and husband
Len completed the remodel
of their Spanish Colonial
Revival last spring.
Formerly a porch, the laundry room is accessed by an
elegant arched doorway on
the second floor and radiates
natural light from clean, white
surfaces. While washing and
folding, Levy looks out over
the terra-cotta roof into her
pretty back garden — also
targeted during the recent
remodel.
Tucked up against Oregon
Expressway at the end of
South Court in Palo Alto,
the house used to include a
detached garage made of clay
bricks that were sagging with
age. The new garage connects directly to the house
and leaves room for a shed
crammed full of fertilizers,
compost, pots and other flower-arranging paraphernalia.
“This is like heaven to me,”

SMALL

PROJECTS,

BIG

DIFFERENCE
Revamped laundry room,
garage

Levy sighs.
The old laundry room was
in between the kitchen and
the family room, and Levy
calls the new configuration,
which includes an added
bathroom, “a major improvement.”
Other aspects of the remodel were more conservative.
Not much changed in the
kitchen itself, but the all-white
walls were repainted green.
“I feel like I got a new kitchen with the color change,”
Levy says.
Preserving the floral wallpaper “was a challenge throughout the remodel,” Levy says.
In the upstairs hallway, a piece
of white-painted wood mirroring the downstairs entryway makes up for a paper
shortage and blends perfectly
with the feel of the house.
Levy was also careful to save
and match crystal doorknobs,
light fixtures and even tiles.
“It’s those little things you
try to coordinate so it all
comes together,” she says. “We
only bought two new doorknobs.”
That was no accident.
Interior designer Carol
continued on next page
home + garden design |SPRING 2013 5

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N

house in 1932. He also designed
dozens of houses in Palo Alto and
at Stanford University.
The master bedroom was another
locus of the remodel. The old master bathroom became Levy’s new
walk-in closet, and a new master
bath juts out over the outdoor dining terrace.
Other aspects of the project
included building a sound wall
to soften the noise from Oregon
Expressway and enlarging the basement for better storage.
“This started out as a modest
proposal, as most remodels do,”
Levy says. Her advice for those
thinking about remodeling is to
be considerate to the neighbors
throughout the approvals process
and inevitable noise.
Lippert adds this gem: “Once
we’ve gotten all the bids from the
contractors, we ask, ‘Is there a way
to knock 5 percent off this project?’
Most people don’t know you can
ask that, but it’s actually a really
continued on page 9

Just changing the color of the kitchen from white to green was a vast
improvement, the owner says.

continued from previous page
Lippert, whose husband Lee served
as architect, shared Levy’s desire
to integrate the remodel into the
house’s original aesthetic.
“Our goal was when you walk
through the house you really
wouldn’t know where the origi-

nal ended and our work started,”
Lippert says. “We wanted to reflect
the people who live there along
with the original intent of the
building.”
Architect Charles Sumner, perhaps best known for the Ranger’s
Club in Yosemite, completed Levy’s

DESIGN MATTERS
We’re passionate
about design!
Kitchens, baths
custom cabinetry
interior design

Call for an In-home
consultation today
ASID CID CGBD
Certiﬁed Green Building Designer

430 N. Santa Cruz Avenue, Los Gatos
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408.395.9101

U

w w w.designmatterslg.com

Scan for
discount
offers and
reviews
Call for your
FREE Design Consultation

I can relax.

Everything is ﬁnally where
it’s supposed to be.

888-678-6789

or visit our showroom:
1000 B Commercial, San Carlos, CA 94070

CUSTOM CLOSETS s HOME OFlCES s MURPHY BEDS s AND MORE

HOME OFlCES

custom closets

WWWCLOSETFACTORYCOM

MURPHY BEDS

ACC R E DITE D
B USINE SS

Premier Industry Partner

®
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April1st—June9,2013

FEEL THE SOFTNESS OF THE NEW CARESS CARPETS BY SHAW AND
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF FACTORY SAVINGS . THE MORE YOU BUY THE
MOREYOUSAVE.ADDITIONALLYHAVEYOURCARPETSINSTALLEDBY

DOUBLEYOURFACTORYSAVINGS.

USANDWEWILL



$1000
$1000
612SANANTONIORD.MOUNTAINVIEW

6509659600
SAN LEANDRO . CAMPBELL . DUBLIN . MOUNTAIN VIEW . SALINAS
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continued from page 6
important question.”
But the best part of the remodel is that feeling of accomplishment, while keeping with the era of the home.
“With an older home, we have fixed up rooms and
fixtures ... plus we improved it so the house should be in
good shape and comfortable for some time,”
Levy says.
Resources:
Architect: Lee Lippert, Palo Alto, 650-323-5961
Contractor: Rich Sherrill, Sherrill Construction, Los
Altos, 650-704-9205
Interior designer: Carol Lippert, Palo Alto, 650-323-5961
Carpets: The Oriental Carpet, Menlo Park, 650-327-6608
Goal of project:
Expand the master suite, build
new garage, turn a porch into
a new laundry room and other
small projects
Unanticipated issues:
Disintegrating plumbing
discovered; parts of the
garden had to be sacrificed

so workers could walk in and
out.
Year house built:
1932
Size of home, lot:
150 sq ft added to make
2,862 sq ft on 6,300-sq-ft lot
Time to complete:
10 months

The bathtub in the new master bathroom is tucked in behind
the shower.
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A shoji screen, left, separates the family room from the stairwell; when the Murphy bed is open, middle, the room can function

create
nest

EMPTY NESTERS
A NEW

Remodeling with an eye
towards aging in place

by Susan Golovin / photos by Dean Birinyi

“T

his is why we live here,” the wife says, pointing to the view of the rolling hills framed in
the windows that line the rear and sides of
the Portola Valley Ranch home. The couple bought the
home in 2010 and waited to move, so they wouldn’t uproot
their youngest child from high school.
The present house is very similar in appearance to the
home when they purchased it, but some space has been
reconfigured. Since both her office and her husband’s office
have Murphy beds, and there are two small bedrooms on
the lowest level, she describes it as “our one master-bedroom, four guest-room home.”
Cherry cabinetry, which is used throughout the home,
replaced a wet bar in what is now the wife’s office. An
8-foot wall separates the office from the adjacent living
room on the main level. The ceiling in both rooms soars to
20 feet. An east-facing window was also added to the office,
which already had a south window facing Windy Hill.
“We did rip up all the carpeting in the house and
continued on page 13
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Shoji screens appear throughout the house as pantry
doors, partitions or kitchen-window blinds.

n as a guest room; when closed, the room reverts to an office.

The hall bathroom, left, is
handicap-accessible, with knee
room under the sink, a wallmounted toilet and a curbless
shower. Basketweave tile lines the
floor, with coordinating subway tile
running up the wall.
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We

This

Place

Love

Beautiful Furniture, Accessories & Jewelry
We
are a consignment store like no other. We cater to a clientele that appreciates
designer quality but also understands the value of a dollar. The Home Consignment
Center sells furniture and home decor at a fraction of retail. Our stores are stocked
with stylish treasures from builders, model homes, showrooms, factory overruns
& closeouts, as well as the area’s best homes.

CAMPBELL 408.871.8890
CORTE MADERA 415.924.6691
DANVILLE 925.866.6164

MOUNTAIN VIEW 650.964.7212
SAN CARLOS 650.508.8317
16 LOCATIONS IN CALIFORNIA, NEVADA & TEXAS

www.thehomeconsignmentcenter.com
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continued from page 10
replaced it with yellow birch floors,” the wife
says. “Birch grows quickly, so it’s renewable.”
They also replaced the white marble around the
living-room fireplace with a black slate, topped
with a narrow cherry shelf.
However, it was obvious what they really
wanted to change.
“The curtains were always pulled shut in the
summer, and we wanted to be able to enjoy the
view and the quiet without being closed in and
without air conditioning,” she says. “And the
kitchen was closed off from the view.” The couple also wanted to incorporate universal design
so that the home would accommodate them as
they age.
All the windows now have automatic blinds
on the inside and the outside. “They are on the
outside so that the glass doesn’t heat up,” the
wife says. “And there is an automatic wind sensor so that when it gets blustery, they retract.”
They also installed motorized shades on the
deck trellises and four motorized fans in the
living-room ceiling.
continued on next page
The night-lit new entry is situated on a level
surface for easier access.

Need A Roof?

Plus an Ex tr
a

CALL US NOW!

10% Of f
for
Senior
Citizens

Preferred
Contractor

800.450.7165
CA Contractors Lic. #918651-C39
Insured & Bonded

SEAMLESS
RAIN
GUTTERS

50% Off

$

Call For Your FREE On-Site Estimate
No Waiting For Installation!

FLAT
ROOF

LIFETIME
COMPOSTION

WOOD
SHAKE

LIGHTWEIGHT
TILE

Starting at

Starting at

Starting at

Starting at

7990

$

8980

13,950 $17,950

$

Must mention this ad to receive these offers. Offers not valid with any other discount. Includes labor & material.
Prices based on 2,000 sq. ft. Offers expire June 1, 2013.
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continued from previous page
To preserve the Windy Hill view
from the kitchen, some cabinets
were removed and an adjacent wall
was reborn as two columns. A
CaesarStone counter cum narrow
sink is now the only divide.
They enlarged and remodeled
rooms on the entry level: the master
bedroom cedar closet, the laundry
room (complete with heated drying
racks), and the husband’s office.
Since there are several steps (cherry
with birch risers) leading to the
main level, a small storage room off
the entry is equipped to serve as an
elevator shaft if need be.
The award-winning (third
place, National Kitchen and Bath
Association) bathroom on the entry
level is fully accessible. The sink
provides space underneath for a
wheelchair. “The drain is always
at the back, otherwise the plumbing would be hitting seated legs,”
designer Genie Nowicki of Harrell
Remodeling explains. “There is
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a curbless shower, so even with a
slope, we had to waterproof the
entire floor and also 1 foot up on
the wall,” she says. In addition,
there is a dam in the mortar under
the tile to prevent water migration.
The shower curtain is on a recessed
track. A wall-hung toilet next to the
open shower allows for the required
60-inch turning radius for a wheelchair, and also eliminates a hole in
the tile.
For accessibility, a 36-inch-wide
door is ideal. “In a tight space, you
can use a 32-inch door and put it on
swing-away hinges and meet minimum standards,” Nowicki says.
The house is surrounded by fir
decks, ideal for having breakfast on
the west-facing one or barbecuing
on the east side to avoid the afternoon wind. The deck off the master
bedroom features a Japanese soaking tub.
The family has lived in Asia, and
such pieces as the rosewood dining table from Singapore, a Korean
chest and a Singaporean etagere

seem right at home in the serene
setting. Shoji screens, like a leitmotif, appear as pantry doors, window
blinds and a partition affording privacy at the bedroom entrance.
The home won a Silver Award
for Whole House Remodel and
Green Project from the National
Association of the Remodeling
Industry.
Resources:
Design/build: Genie Nowicki and
Cathy Buiser, Harrell Remodeling,
Inc., Mountain View, 650-2302900, www.harrell-remodeling.com
Goal of project:
Use passive measures for climate
control; use sufficient universal design
to make house accessible
Unanticipated issue:
When carpeting was removed, uneven
floor required attention
Year house built:
1978
Size of home:
3,609 sq ft (includes 1,190 sq ft added)
Time to complete:
6 months

Perhaps too comfortable.
McRoskey owners will go to great lengths
to ensure they get a sumptuous night’s sleep.
Discover what makes our hand-crafted mattresses so
irresistible that owners refuse to sleep on anything else.

Visit McRoskey and experience the
exceptional comfort for yourself.
Palo Alto Showroom
650-327-1966
220 Hamilton Ave.
at Emerson

San Francisco Showroom
415-861-4532
1687 Market St.
at Gough

www.McRoskey.com

Locally made. Universally adored.
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Use of natural
materials, both inside
and out, above, keep this
home true to its Eichler
roots. In the master
bathroom, right, light
streams in through a
new skylight and large
exterior window onto
the soaking tub. The
living room and kitchen,
far right, both face the
backyard, with glass
extending above the
doorways.
On the cover: From the
kitchen, one can see into
the separate media/kids
room with its orange
wall, framed children’s
art and a rug by Flor.
Photo by Dan Friedman.

INDOOR/OUTDOOR

— AND THEN SOME
MORE LIGHT,
FLEXIBILITY
IN DESIGN

by Carol Blitzer / photos by Dan Friedman

W

hen Terri Yamamoto and her husband, Michael, bought
their Palo Alto Greenmeadow 3 Eichler in 2002, they
knew they wanted to update it and “make it their own,”
Yamamoto says.
“I was from Hawaii and I wanted light,” she adds.
What they really wanted was to emphasize Eichler’s indoor/outdoor
sensibility — but in an even bigger way.
Working with architect Mark Marcinek, who had been involved
with an earlier remodel, they re-sited the kitchen so it’s more centered
and tied to the backyard.
“It was kind of closed off to us,” Yamamoto says.
Today large white terrazzo tiles replace the darker slate throughout
the public spaces, with bamboo flooring used in the bedroom wing.
The dark ceiling was sanded down to expose the natural redwood,
with large beams painted white. Six skylights are spread throughout
the house, casting light on the fireplace, a bathroom and a hallway.
From nearly every vantage point in the house, one can view the
outdoors, either through an added door or through a now-translucent
door.
A second theme is configurability: Many tables are on wheels. For
example, the “eat-in” table has stainless-steel legs (on wheels), with
a CaesarStone countertop, which was leftover from counters in the
kitchen and master bathroom. The top overlaps a bamboo kitchen
cabinet with deep storage drawers with a stainless-steel countertop —
also on wheels. For special occasions, the dining room table can be
continued on page 20
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ve a completely
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Watch a fun rap video
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carbon-free electric plan:
CityofPaloAlto.org/UTLcarbon

www.cityofpaloalto.org/UTLcarbonfree

Earth Day* is coming
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Notable in the new kitchen is the “spaceship” chandelier, with filters to allow
changing colors, over the CaesarStone table on large wheels.

continued from page 17
rolled into the living room and
voila! The kitchen cabinet becomes
a serving buffet.

Even the coffee table — again
glass-topped with stainless-steel
legs — is on large, colorful wheels.
The furniture is modular and can

easily be reconfigured.
The terrazzo tile continues to
the back wall, where glass doors
(which now open out) and windows were heightened to 8 feet. The
patio picks up the large, square tile
theme, only this time they’re made
of concrete. As in all Eichlers, the
ceiling continues to the outdoors,
forming an eave over the concrete
patio.
Outside sits another stainlesssteel table on wheels (by Room and
Board), which can be rolled indoors
and “docked” to make the diningroom table larger.
The galley kitchen is filled with
bamboo cabinets, offering multiple
roll-out pantries and plenty of storage. Only the sink, cabinetry and
stainless-steel backsplash tiles are
truly visible from the living room;
the Viking four-burner stovetop sits
further down that wall. The large
Liebherr French-door refrigerator
with double freezer drawers, as well
continued on page 23

Cut gas out of the equation with
CORE™ Battery Powered Equipment
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ORDER TODAY!

gardenland.com
(408) 377-4496

Line
Trimmer
$319.99

Leaf
Blower
$319.99

Ext. Hedge
Trimmer
$429.99

Model CGT 400

Model CB 420

Model CHT 410

“The CGT400 felt like a heavy-duty trimmer. It ran long and hard, cutting through tall grass without hesitation. CORE’s
battery-powered trimmer allows the operator to have the power and run times associated with gas-powered products
without the hassles and cost associated with gas.”
– Farm Industry News

Great Honest Service
Since 1960
Featuring
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Michael’s sales team includes
Summer Brill and Noelle Queen

Michael Dreyfus, Broker
DRE 01121795 | 650.485.3476
mdreyfus@dreyfusproperties.com

Downtown Palo Alto
728 Emerson St, Palo Alto
650.644.3474

Summer Brill, Sales Associate
01891857 | 650.701.3263
sbrill@dreyfusproperties.com

DRE

Noelle Queen, Sales Associate
DRE 01917593 | 650.427.9211
nqueen@dreyfusproperties.com

Sand Hill Road
2100 Sand Hill Rd, Menlo Park
650.847.1141

www.dreyfusproperties.com
Like us on Facebook!

FINEst
QUALITY
HOME
CONSTRUCTION
AND
REMODELING

Remodeling and New Construction
Remodeling Consultations
Interior Design and Space Planning
Green Building/Remodeling
Value Engineering

Scan QR code to
learn more.

36 RAILWAY AVENUE, CAMPBELL | WWW.SUNZERICONSTRUCTION.COM | CA LICENSE #967246 | 408.963.8843
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continued from page 20
as the Bosch microwave and oven,
are seen only from the kitchen
itself.
Yamamoto’s favorite room is the
new master bathroom.
“We splurged a little and got a
soaking tub,” she says. A skylight
above and a large window overlooking a Corten-steel planter box
filled with bamboo bring light into
the room. Two stainless-steel bowl
sinks sit above the bamboo cabinets, which include built-in laundry bins. Large indoor windows
between bathroom and bedroom
offer a view of the exposed redwood
ceiling next door.
Yamamoto points to a subtle
detail suggested by Marcinek:
Instead of making the terrazzo tiles
facing the tub flat, one row juts out
a tad. The walls are covered with
eco-friendly Kirei Board made of
stalks of sorghum, offering textural
and color interest.
A pocket door separates the toilet
and family shower from the sinks

and tub.
The master bedroom was extended in two directions, allowing more
space for the bathroom as well as
moving the closets back into the
room.
They also captured more space
when they made their atrium
smaller, adding a fountain made
from a Japanese tetsubachi bowl.
The space within is used for even
more closet/storage areas.
Marcinek also designed their
backyard, with its large concretetile patio, a grassy area where the
kids can play and two raised vegetable beds.
“We wanted to go as edible as we
could,” Yamamoto says, pointing
to the many fruit trees that line the
back fence — strawberry guava,
olive, Eureka and Meyer lemons,
kiwi, grapes, Santa Rosa plums,
fuyu persimmon, pomegranate,
Arctic rose nectarine, Asian pear,
fig, blood orange, dwarf avocado
and more.
The trees are planted close

together by design, with the idea
that they would not be allowed to
grow too tall so the kids can reach
the fruit.
Their next project: more seating
and artwork outdoors.
Resources:
Architect/landscape designer: Mark
Marcinek, M110 Architecture, San
Francisco, 415-334-7670, www.
mjm110.com
Building contractor: Scott Flegel,
Flegel Construction, Inc., 408-2691101, www.flegelsconstruction.com
Goal of project:
Reconfigure space to emphasize indoor/
outdoor sensibility, adding light everywhere
Unanticipated issues:
Decided to add more space after
granted permit, so needed to revise and
resubmit
Year house built:
1962
Size of home, lot:
Added 265 sq ft; now 2,735 sq ft on
7,500-sq-ft lot; 5 bedrooms, 3 baths
Time to complete:
About 8 months

Making The Difference For You...

■

Extensive Neighborhood Knowledge

■

Creative, Resourceful, Connected

■

Exceptional Service

■

Dedicated Advocate

■

Trusted Partner

650.201.1010
Dan.Ziony@CBNorCal.com

Dan Ziony

CA DRE #01380339

Serving buyers and sellers in Palo Alto, Menlo Park, Atherton,
Portola Valley, Woodside, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills and other
Peninsula communities for more than a decade

www.DanZiony.com

home + garden design | SPRING 2013 23

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N

REMODEL OR

Solution: expand
the living room,
add a bedroom
and bath

Clockwise from top: The living-room
extension appears seamless from the outside;
removing a bearing wall and fireplace enabled
an enlarged living room; maximizing the
shower was a priority in the new bathroom.
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by Carol Blitzer /
photos by Christophe Testi

A

dozen years have passed
since Susan and Hugh
Daniels found their perfect neighborhood in Mountain
View. At the end of a cul-de-sac,
their Cuesta Park house seemed
a good spot to raise their baby.

MOVE?

Now with three children, plus
month-long visits from grandparents from England, they were
faced with the perennial question: remodel or move?
“We’ve been talking about it
for awhile but didn’t bite the
bullet ’til now,” Susan Daniels
says. A neighbor’s contractor
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The new floor plan indicates the enlarged living room, as
well as addition of a bedroom and bathroom, with access off
a hallway.

referred them to architect Leopold Vandeneynde, who
in turn introduced them to longtime friend and frequent collaborator, contractor Erik Neal.
Vandeneynde’s first challenge was figuring out the
rear and side setbacks on the pie-shaped-plus lot, which
required conferring with the planning department.
“That’s why we stepped back the addition and hugged
the side setback,” he says, making sure it looked like it
fit the house.
It was Vandeneynde who came up with the plan to
remove a bearing wall, along with the fireplace and
chimney, to make the long, skinny living room into a
large square. By pushing out that one wall, they gained
enough space to add a bedroom and a full bathroom as
well.
A second challenge was “not violating the public/private spaces of the residence,” Vandeneynde says, adding,
“We handled that pretty well with a hallway extension
that turns the corner.”
He also managed to create a new bedroom for one
daughter that is exactly the same size as the old bedroom for her sister. The new bedroom is adjacent to the
new bathroom, making it an ideal space for the visiting
grandparents.
“We wanted the biggest shower we could,” Daniels
says of the new bathroom, “and fit in everything else,”
continued on next page
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continued from previous page
including a custom-built wood
vanity topped by granite. The
shower boasts a frameless-glass
door — “It looks less cluttered,”
she adds — and the large 12-inch
by 24-inch floor tiles continue up
the shower walls. Tiny square trim
tiles are made of glass, marble and
metal.
Because the bathroom doesn’t
face any exterior walls, light
streams in through a sun tunnel.
Choosing plumbing fixtures
and tile was a challenge for the
couple, who were trying to keep a
lid on the budget. But the fact that
their architect and contractor were
lifelong friends who often chatted
informally about the project meant
they could benefit from free advice
on a number of things.
One thoughtful idea: They had
solid wood blocks installed behind
the Sheetrock so they can hang
towel racks and hooks anywhere,
without being limited to finding
studs.

They also had the glass shower
treated so there’s little maintenance
or streaking.
Extra insulation between the new
bedroom and the expanded living
room ensures that sound doesn’t
penetrate from the large-screen TV
into the bedroom.
And, as a bonus, they added
access to their crawl space from the
inside of the closet — just in case
something needs fixing on this
side of the house.
As part of the project, they
removed old carpeting from the
living room and hallway, replacing
it with hardwood floors. The family room floor was refinished to
match the much-lighter wood.
When repainting both new and
old spaces, their painter was careful to retain the height markers of
the three children along one door
opening.
The family was able to live in
the home throughout construction, which began with demolition
last July. The actual work began
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in September, and the family was
enjoying new space by January.
Resources:
Architect: Leopold Vandeneynde,
Leopold Design, Santa Clara, 650224-6852, www.LeopoldDesign.
com
Building contractor: Erik Neal,
Hand Craft Builders, Mountain
View, 408-605-3736, www.handcraftbuilders.net
Goal of project:
Enlarge living room, add bedroom and
bathroom
Unanticipated issues:
Permit took longer than anticipated;
needed engineer to OK load-bearing
beam
Year house built:
1955
Size of home, lot:
Added close to 400 sq ft to 1,900-sq-ft
home on 9,000-sq-ft lot; now 4 bedrooms, 3 baths
Time to complete:
About six months
Budget:
Under $150,000
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This spring, be a garden artist!
Infuse style, pizzazz from a designer’s perspective
text and photos by Laxmi Natarajan, APLD

L

ovely daffodils on the hillside, plum blossoms
in the tree, tiny purple grape Muscari flowers
popping up the ground, birds chirping and
tweeting melodies to each other. Yes! Splendorous
spring with its promise of hope and growth is in the
air. It inspires and awakens the gardener in us.
As gardeners, we plan on adding plants for color,
trimming perennials and fertilizing plants to encourage
growth and bloom. This year, do a little more with a
designer’s perspective and infuse great style and pizzazz
to your garden. Think about the garden as a series of
paintings in a gallery and yourself a garden artist.
A stroll through your garden can lead to exciting discoveries, focal points and hidden treasures much like
in a museum. Plan for featured pieces and a standard
collection that creates the persona for the garden space,
work in some details that brings in your personal touch
and makes the garden extra special.
Start working with one section of the garden like you
would work with a room inside. I call this the “one
frame at a time” approach.
Adding artistic vision: Technology and innovation of
garden tools, hybrid plant materials, better irrigation
systems have made it easier for us to create and maintain wonderful garden spaces and garden art pieces.
Here are some ideas that are easy to execute by yourself
or with help from a contractor.
Add a water or fire element into the garden to balance the earth and air elements that are predominant in
gardens. Do-it-yourself fountains are easy to find and
install. A mobile fire pit or a coffee table with a fire pit
brings the fire element in and a heater that has a flame
in the center that doubles up as a vertical fire element.
Birdbaths and bird feeders create a lot of life energy in
the garden.
Create a different seating area in the garden by moving around an existing conversation set or part of the
furniture. You might enjoy a whole new perspective
of the garden. A bench with planters attached creates
a wonderful spot to sit and provides the space to plant
color and fragrant herbs, and you can add a swing
under an arbor to sit and enjoy a relaxing read or nap
outdoors.
Use vertical space: Use the walls and the fence to add
dimension to the garden. Add a colorful set of wall
metal art from Haiti (from metal drums) mounted on
colorful boards. Vertical wall gardens are great solutions if you are space-constrained and looking for easy
maintenance.
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Clockwise from top left: Garden details can include a
fountain, a paver with plants, living wall art with succulent
plants or a terracotta pot filled with colorful flowers.

Add a living wall art with succulent plants or hang
some living terrariums with Tillandsias (air plants) by
the patio.
You can build your own piece of vertical paradise
using easy-to-plant and install recyclable planting panels, some cactus mix and plants. They are extremely
rewarding and easy maintenance.
Find inspirations and do more with the flora: While this
is also the time to start your vegetable and herb patch,
this is also the time to go visit the garden show or the
garden tours in your city to find new visuals, ideas and
inspiration to do something a little differently this year.
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Plant a theme garden that catches your attention
like a salsa garden or a salad bar planter with lettuces
and cherry tomatoes. Some new perennial plantings,
container gardens and annual colors can all bring in the
personality to the garden.
Recycle and rearrange: Sometimes repurposing the
existing furniture pieces yields surprising results.
Leftover stumps of a tree can be made into a simple
bench or table, old garage cabinet with a wooden top
can be a potting bench.
Much like how we rearrange the interior furniture,
think about regrouping your furniture to create different setups. Move your container gardens around to create new hangout areas. An outdoor area rug can define
a space or help create that new nook outside to have tea
with friends.
Finally, add details: Details can be both functional
and fun. A one-of-a-kind terracotta urn or a colorful
ceramic pot amongst the plants adds to the visual balance. Garden bells and gongs can be an auditory detail.
Colorful new cushions, placemats on the table, outdoor
candles, lanterns, terrariums — you need just a few to
add that special touch and unique personality to your
garden. Happy spring!
Laxmi Natarajan is a garden and flora designer
at Bagicha (www.bagicha.com) and is a member
of Association of Professional Landscape Designers
(APLD). She can be contacted at 650-703-9756.
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There’s more.
When you’re not willing to settle
for less in retirement, you can make
more happen here. After all, this is
the retirement community with the
choices, possibilities and many ways to
grow – including our amazing array of
intergenerational, social, educational,
recreational and entertainment
opportunities.

Reach for more. Call 1-800-594-8268
for more information about upcoming
events or to schedule a visit.
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899 East Charleston
Palo Alto, CA 94303
InspiredRetirementLiving.org
Moldaw Residences welcomes older adults
of all faiths, ethnicities and racial backgrounds.
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