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CHANGING
THEIR
HOUSE
CHANGED
THEIR LIVES
by Emma Trotter
photos by
Dave Edwards
The new entry porch
with stone columns,
above, plus new roof
and window gables,
provide symmetry to
the Neo-Craftsman
facade. The backyard,
with its outdoor
fireplace and cooking
area, works well for
both entertaining and
enjoying family meals.

A

mong Old Colonial
tract houses on
Waverly Place in
Mountain View, the NeoCraftsman home of Dana
and Teri Waldman really
catches the eye.
“The remodel changed
our lives,” Dana says of the
project, which was completed in March 2010. “Because
the house is so nice, it’s
changed us in social ways.”
The new space is indeed
well-suited for socializing.
The remodeled backyard
features a fountain, an
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outdoor fireplace and a
cooking area perfect for
entertaining.
Inside, the remodel
included knocking down
walls dividing the kitchen,
dining room and family
room.
“We made them bigger
and opened the flow,” Dana
says. “It’s a very comfortable house.”
The focal point of the
kitchen is the island countertop, made of a single
piece of sea-green composite granite. The stone

reminds the family of
Yosemite, where they love
to travel, and sets the color
palette for the entire house.
The process went
extremely smoothly, the
Waldmans say, because they
really did their homework.
“We laid out every cabinet
and drawer before we ever
started construction,” Dana
says. “We knew down to the
level of the pasta (what) will
go on this shelf.”
A main theme of the
remodel was finding ways
to maximize space — a cor-

MEDIUM
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The island’s sea-green composite granite
countertop, above, set the color palette for
the whole remodel. Above left, the master
bathroom features matching vanities and a
double shower with a trough drain. Below
left, the living room/music room now
includes Craftsman-like details, including
a fireplace refaced in slate, molding on
the bookshelf columns and custom wall
sconces.

ner pantry in the kitchen, for example.
Another theme was distributed storage
and convenience. A custom spice cabinet, two beverage fridges — one by the
living room and one in Dana’s office
— and his-and-hers ovens of different
heights and sizes make a world of difference to the family. But perhaps the most
enviable manifestation of this goal is the
Waldmans’ answer to the traditional
“junk drawer.”
“It’s always a challenge to have that
area turn out nice and tidy,” Dana says.
But the family has accomplished just
that, with a comprehensive “message
center” space. What looks like an ordinary cabinet unfolds to reveal magnetic
white boards and a bulletin board —
open when the family is relaxing at
home, but hidden away when they’re
entertaining formally. Below are several
neatly organized drawers containing
continued on next page
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continued from previous page
stamps and other necessities.
Upstairs, Teri’s sewing/craft/
laundry room and Dana’s office
face a guest bathroom — the “hotel
bathroom,” as the family refers to
it.
Dana calls his 13-year-old daughter Rachel’s bedroom and bathroom “the best in the house,” where
Hollywood glam meets tropical.
Complete with vanity, hatbox toilet
and waterfall faucet — but also a
dream catcher and a model of the
solar system — the room is one
teenage girl’s version of paradise.
“Teri has her space, I have my
space, Rachel has her space,” Dana
says.
“The dog has space everywhere,”
Rachel adds.
At the end of the hallway is the
newly added master suite. The
couple wanted a “serene, spa-like
feel,” Teri says. The bedroom and
two walk-in closets feel rustic and
“cabin-y,” but the bathroom, with
Jacuzzi, double shower and facing
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vanities, is nothing if not Zen.
As always, every detail was
planned out. Teri hates standing on
the drain when she showers, so the
floor of the shower tilts slightly to
accommodate a trough drain.
“There’s little tricks you can do to
make it high-end,” Dana says. He
indicated extra finishes and small
touches throughout the house such
as the leathered granite counters,
Carrera marble and Brazilian cherry hardwood floors.
The family recommends holding an open house two weeks
after moving back in. Not only
did it force them to unpack, it also
afforded their contractors a chance
to show off their work.
“It never occurred to us how
much they would appreciate it,”
Teri says. “It was very touching.”
The Waldmans have no plans to
sell the house.
“I’m still so excited about the
house and we’ve lived here almost
two years,” Teri says.
Rachel doesn’t ever plan to leave

— she wants the house in her
inheritance, she says.
“Would you move to the master
bedroom?” asks Teri.
“No, I’d stay in mine!” h+g
Resources:
Contractor: Hammerschmidt
Construction, Los Altos, 650-9484200
Designer: New Leaf Designs, Los
Altos, 650-941-4248
Cabinetry: Capstone Cabinets, San
Jose, 408-998-4098
Landscape: Masterpiece, Hollister,
831-638-1779
Goal of project:
Make the best use of space and
modernize the entire house into a
dream home for all three members of
the family
Unanticipated issues:
None
Year house built:
1963
Size of home, lot:
Before about 2,500 sq ft, now 3,900 sq
ft on an 8,118 sq-ft-lot
Time to complete:
10 months

Largest Bathtub
Displays in America
**

s  2ECTANGLES
s  /VALS
s  #ORNER 4UBS
s  &REE 3TANDING
(Pedestal Tubs)

s  #LAWFOOTS
s  *APANESE
3OAKERS
s  6ERY )RREGULAR
3HAPED 4UBS

Plus lots of faucets, steam generators,
vanities, and nearly every Toto toilet
on display. Plus working bidet toilet
seat in every restroom.**

100’S OF
OVERSTOCK
BARGAINS

50%

MOSTLY
PRICED AT
OFF
Expires 10/31/2011

660404

24 Different Handicap Tubs

&OR DAYS AND HOURS OF
OPERATION VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT

www.tubz.net
**Fremont Location.

Since you wouldn’t even buy a new pair of
tennies without trying them on ﬁrst…

Come Put Your Tootsies
In Our Tubz
**FREMONT ~ 400 Tubs
4840 Davenport Place
Fremont, CA 94538
510.770.8686

SACRAMENTO ~ 275 Tubs
830 National Drive, Suite 120
Sacramento, CA 95834
916.575.9100

OAKDALE ~ 100 Tubs
441 Gregor Road
Oakdale, CA 95361
209.845.9115
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Celebrate the Season

Style for your windows, savings for you. With their beautiful colors, fabrics and designs, Hunter Douglas window
fashions are always a smart choice for creating inviting, attractive spaces. And now through December 12, mailin-rebates let you enjoy select styles at a savings of $25 to #300 per unit. Purchase and install their energy-efﬁcient
Duette® Architella® Honeycomb Shades before the end of this year, and you may qualify for a federal tax credit of
up to $500.** Ask us for details.
Ask
us about

FREE
measuring &
installation.

The Art of
Window Dressing™
ideas booklet

FREE
with this ad

REBARTS INTERIORS

247 California Dr., Burlingame 650-348-1268
990 Industrial Rd. Ste.106, San Carlos 650-508-8518
\Ê£äxÊUÊ->Ì\Ê££{
Evening Appointments Available
www.rebarts.com

*Manufacturer’s rebate offer valid for purchases made 9/13/11 – 12/12/11. Rebate offers may not be combined; there is a limit of one rebate per qualifying unit. For each qualifying unit purchased, the higher applicable rebate amount will apply. Other limitations
and restrictions apply. All rebates will be issued in U.S. dollars, in the form of an American Express® Prepaid Reward Card. **For tax credit details and restrictions and a list of qualifying products, ask a salesperson or visit hunterdouglas.com/taxcredit. Hunter
Douglas and its dealers are not tax advisors. The tax credit for 2011 is subject to a limitation based in part on the amount of Section 25C credits taken in prior years. It is recommended that you consult your tax advisor regarding your individual tax situation and
your ability to claim this tax credit.©2011 Hunter Douglas. ® and TM are trademarks of Hunter Douglas.

www.cityofpaloalto.org/utilities

(650) 329–2241

The great outdoors
inspires me to conserve
our precious resources.
During my hikes and camping trips around the Bay Area, I’m
reminded that an added beneﬁt of reducing energy use is a healthier
environment. At the City of Palo Alto Utilities, my work helping
residents to become more energy-efﬁcient also helps the great
outdoors stay great.
I guide our customers to make wise energy-efﬁciency improvements,
lower their utilities bills and create more comfortable living spaces.
I also encourage people to use our SMART Energy Rebate program
to get money back for purchasing eligible efﬁcient appliances. I let
residents know about available state and federal rebates, too.
It’s a win-win for residents and for the environment. It feels good
knowing I can make a difference in my customers’ utilities bills and
in the places I love to hike.
Learn more about the SMART Energy Rebate Program at
CityofPaloAlto.org/SmartEnergy

—Andrea Hart
Utilities Account Representative Residential Programs
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MEYER

has been providing the Peninsula with home, kitchen & bath design

and quality appliances, installation, parts and service for over 65 years!

FOR THE

Our 18,000 sq ft. two story showroom has over 25 kitchen vignettes, built in
appliances, cabinets and countertops, and a full parts and service department.

APPLIANCES | HOME | KITCHEN | BATH | DESIGN

BIG IDEAS AND SOLUTIONS FOR YOUR HOME
APPLIANCES BRANDS WE SELL:

MEYER APPLIANCES
We have one of the largest displays of built in and professional appliances. We sell and
service Bosch, Sub Zero & Wolf, Thermador, Viking, Ge and more! Certiﬁed Installation —
Our own installers are certiﬁed by Miele and Viking extending your warranty!

HOME-KITCHEN-BATH DESIGN & REMODELING

We provide proffesional kitchen and bath design, cabinets, countertops, installation, and
more! — We staff architects, designers and licensed contractors to handle any
project. Designing for your life style is our passion!

PARTS & SERVICE
We have our own service department! Our techs are factory authorized to repair all major
brands! We have one of the largest stocked parts department in the bay area! From
water ﬁlters, heating elements, compactor bags, and dishwasher salt; we have it all!

BAYSHORE 101

MEYER FOR THE HOME

CENTRAL EXPRESSWY

MEYER
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TRUSTED SINCE 1946
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LIVING UP

TO THE

HOUSE

New kitchen reflects taste,
values of owners
by Carol Blitzer / photos by William Enos

W

hen the Langs found their home
in Los Altos Hills in 2005, they
knew the massive basement would
provide “a nice muffled space” for their
teenage drummer son. And, although the
kitchen “wasn’t my taste,” Katharine Lang
says they had no intention of redoing it.
But it “was a Chevrolet kitchen in a
Mercedes home,” she says. The 10-year-old
appliances, especially the refrigerator, were
starting to fail. The ovens were so small Lang
had to bend the end of her cookie sheet to
squeeze it in.
And the sink faced the wall.
No walls were moved in the major reconstruction, but the sink and stove locations
were swapped, with the sink now in a large
island, under a skylight. That makes it easy
to look out on the backyard, or chat with
people at the slumped (molded) glass bar.
Color inspiration came from a blackgranite-topped table and chairs in the eating area. Cabinets are a dark walnut, with
the island, broom closet and sideboard in a
continued on page 12
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By swapping location of sink and stove, above, the Langs no longer
have to face the wall while doing dishes. Below, the slumped-glass bar
at the island provides convenient eating space as well as a distinctive
architectural element.
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continued from page 10
matte-black finish, contrasted with
brushed-nickel pulls. Lang found a
Brazilian marble with just the right
combination of black, cream and
caramel to tie everything together.
“It’s so bold. I’m a big fan of
Abstract Expressionism,” she says,
describing why she chose to run
the granite up the wall behind the
Dacor six-burner cooktop. The
main backsplash is limestone tile,
with small square glass tiles set on
the diagonal.
Lang was very hands-on in
choosing colors, textures and
styles, given her background in art.
“I’ve done painting, sculpture,
woodworking,” she says.
She even scouted for the counter
stools, which she found at GW,
the upscale Goodwill second-hand
store in Menlo Park. The modern
Plexiglas stools came from a drafting firm that went out of business.
“I picked them up for a song,” she
says.

A key advantage in a custom
kitchen is building things where
the cook can reach them. At 5
feet 2 inches, Lang is pleased they
installed the new microwave under
the countertop. “I feel a lot safer,”
she says.
The one glitch — which was
quickly fixed — was that the
stacked double ovens were set
too high for her. The contractor
moved a storage unit from below
the ovens to above it, keeping the
warming drawer low.
Lower cabinets are mostly selfclosing drawers; even the corner
carousel quietly closes itself.
Storage highlights include pullout pantry bins, a vertical pullout
near the stove for oil and vinegar
and a spice drawer.
“If I had more room I would
have a huge fridge and a walkin pantry,” Lang says. Instead
she compensated by adding two
refrigerator drawers for snacks and
drinks, in addition to a 42-inch

Create yo ur ow n
pr ivate oa sis. ..

KitchenAid.
They kept the dumbwaiter that
helps transport heavy items from
the garage below to the kitchen.
Since Lang isn’t a fan of kitchen/
family “great” rooms, she wanted
the archway separating the kitchen
and family room filled with decorative bifold doors. The slumped
glass lets light through, but muffles sound. A second UltraGlas
door leads from the family room
to a hallway.
“We came from a modern house.
Our challenge was to find a transitional style between contemporary
and traditional,” she says, pointing
to the built-in entertainment wall
in the family room. “We went a
little bit Craftsman,” and added
sconces, overhead track lighting,
as well as subtle lighting in the
custom-made wall unit.
The original owner was very
fond of shiny brass — and crystal
chandeliers — but Lang is quietly
continued on page 14

Lifetime Pools can
create for you a
custom swimming
pool that suits your
personal needs, and
will truly give you a
lifetime of pleasure.

Since 1962

wa rd Wi n ne r !
N i ne -Ti me A

s 2ESIDENTIAL s #OMMERCIAL
s 2EPAIRS s 2EMODELING
s %QUIPMENT s 3UPPLIES

650-494-7070
w w w.lif e t imepools.com
CA License #220382 C-53
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Ayoob Woodworking
“Unmatched Craftmanship Exclusively
Designed For The Discerning Owner”

“Custom
koa & ebony
chair”

Your own one-of-a-kind museum-quality
custom-built furniture and kitchen cabinetry
“ If you can imagine it, I can create it. ”
Paul Ayoob

www.AyoobWoodworking.com
238 East Gish Road, San Jose, CA 95112

4O8-573-O852
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continued from page 12
changing all the hardware
to oil-rubbed bronze. She
also covered the purple
marble around the fireplace with limestone to
match the kitchen.
The Lang project garnered a gold award for
Residential Kitchens
over $120,000 in the
2009 NARI (National
Association of the
Remodeling Industry)
Silicon Valley contest.
“I wanted something
that reflected my personality. Every time I come
in, I go “I love this kitchen,’” she says. h+g
Resources:
Building contractor:
Harrell Remodeling, 1954
Old Middlefield Way,
Mountain View, 650230-2900, www.harrell-

remodeling.com
Kitchen designer:
Kimberly Larzelere
Interiors, Redwood City,
650-780-0830, www.klinteriors.com
Art glass: SGO Designer
Glass, Redwood City, 650363-5705
Granite: Da Vinci Marble,
San Carlos, 650-489-4711,
www.DaVinciMarble.com
Tile: Chic Tile, Redwood
City, 650-366-2442
Goal of project:
Update kitchen to reflect
owners’ taste, add storage,
define spaces better
Unanticipated issues:
Ovens were installed too high
to reach comfortably
Year house built:
1995
Size of home, lot:
4,500 sq ft + 2,500 sq-ftbasement
Time to complete:
About 6 months

Storewide Sale
20%-50%
OFF
Oct 3 - Oct 12

(Not valid on sod or special orders)

 ,ENA !VE 'ILROY s  WWWGARDEN ACCENTSNET

Quality Turfgrass
– grown one blade at a time!
504 Sq. Ft. Only $185

BENEFITS OF NATURAL GRASS
1UALITY 3OD ,AWNS 3INCE 

Ask us about our
biodegradable netting
CALL NOW!

s Releases oxygen & cools the air
s Safe play area for your children
s Controls pollution & reduces
greenhouse gases
s 30° cooler than asphalt or synthetic turf

 0ALM !VE -ORGAN (ILL s  s WWWGRASSFARMCOM
14 FALL 2011 | home + garden design

©2010 Closet Factory. All rights reserved. CA Lic. #931740

©2010 Closet Factory. All rights reserved. CA Lic. #931740

I can relax.

Everything is ﬁnally where
it’s supposed to be.
Call for your FREE Design Consultation 888-678-6789
or visit our showroom: 1000 B Commercial San Carlos, CA 94070

custom closets U home ofﬁces U murphy beds U and more...

Call for FREE Design Consultation
650-595-9999 www.closetfactory.com
or visit our showroom:
1000 B Commercial, San Carlos

wine bars

custom closets

www.closetfactory.com

ACC R E DITE D
B USINE SS

Premier Industry Partner

®
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by Carol Blitzer / photos by David Wakely

GOING GREEN,
FITTING IN
NEW ECO-FRIENDLY HOME BLENDS WELL
IN HISTORIC NEIGHBORHOOD

In the backyard, stairs lead down to a patio wall garden outside the basement. Top right, the backyard earned many green points despite including a
lawn, with its use of low-water-use, edible and native plants. Lower right, interior finishes — from cabinets to wood trims and flooring — are all made from
Forest Stewardship

I

by Carol Blitzer / photos by David Wakely

t isn’t easy designing and building a
brand-new house adjacent to a historical district that doesn’t leap out
and say: This just doesn’t fit.
But Oakland architect Cathy
Schwabe rose to the challenge, not
only adapting her design to mesh
with its more traditional neighbors,
but creating an energy-efficient
structure that earned more than
double the 115 “green” points
required.
Schwabe’s solution was to site the
two-story house near Palo Alto’s
Professorville on a double lot, carefully building around the mature
redwoods in front, and using
unpainted wood and broad roofs.
“We wanted it to be open to the
sun, but make one feel like it’s a
smaller scale,” Schwabe says. “It feels
16 FALL 2011 | home + garden design

like a collection of buildings.”
One enters through what the
architect refers to as the “circulation spine” — a roomy foyer with
stairways leading down to the giant
family room, exercise area, guest
bedroom and bath, or up to sleeping
quarters.
Turn left to find a study and laundry area, leading to the guest house
in back.
Turn right to enter the great room,
encompassing living room, dining
room and kitchen.
The house is built in two distinct
wings, with that circulation spine in
the center. Huge windows open to
front and back, many with motorized roll-down shades recessed into
the framing. Some are on timers
that respond to temperature as well

The master bathroom is truly indoor/outdoor, with a second shower and bathtub
outside on a deck. On the cover: This Palo Alto home, with its unpainted wood and
broad roofs, built around mature redwoods, was designed to blend with its historical
neighbors. Photo by David Wakely.

as time of day.
Sensitivity to the streetscape, and
specifically to the next-door neighbors, led to pulling the house back
on the second floor on one side, so
it wouldn’t hover over the smaller
structure. On the opposite side,
the wall extends straight up — not
a problem next to the two-story
neighbor.
Enormous thought went into
specific materials that would help
exceed the California State Energy
Requirements by 41 percent: The
City of Palo Alto requires all new
residential building to follow a
GreenPoint Rated checklist, scoring the construction on everything
from minimizing disruption of
existing trees to using recycled
materials for walkways and engineered lumber.
Some examples of green-inspired

touches:
s ZONED HYDRONIC RADIANT HEATING
and cooling;
s COUNTER TOPS MADE OF
CaesarStone, IceStone and cast
concrete;
s &3# CERTIFIED WOOD BAMBOO
and Douglas fir) used on flooring
and stairs;
s EDIBLE LANDSCAPE
s DECONSTRUCTION OF ORIGINAL
building, salvaging reusable building products.
Nearly every room of the house
flows indoor/outdoor — especially the master suite. The only
furniture in the master bedroom
is an upholstered bed; all storage is
built-in. No window coverings are
required because the balcony facing
the street is high enough to provide
privacy.
continued on next page
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continued from previous page
The master bathroom features
a tub and shower (which converts
to a steam shower) that leads out
through a glass door to the deck
adjacent to the bedroom — with an
outdoor shower and bathtub.
Basements are often dark, potentially damp areas. Here, the family
room/play area opens to a large
below-grade patio and a wall garden
next to stairs leading into the backyard. A glass fence separates the
patio from the large lawn, suitable
for children’s play.
One of the landscape challenges
was finding plants that would
grow along the wall and below
the stairway in the shade, according to Monty Hall, from Arterra
Landscape Design. Recycled enviro-glass is sprinkled between the
cast-concrete stepping-stones on
the patio.
The landscape designers were
involved early on in the design
process, including making sure
waterproofing foundation walls was

known upfront.
“It was very collaborative,”
notes Vera Gates, a principal with
Arterra. “It was a really fun and
exciting way to work.”
The crew was very careful not to
disturb the roots of the neighboring Zelkova tree while digging out
the basement. Today the backyard
enjoys shade from both that mature
Zelkova and a towering oak behind,
what Gates calls “borrowed landscape.”
The backyard features lawn for
playing, as well as edible, native and
low-water-use plants and permeable
paving. The front has an expanse
of fescue, a grass that will grow to
about 10 inches before gracefully
flopping over, offering a “meadow
effect.”
“The idea was to have the house
clearly of today, but also blend
Craftsman and Modern. ... It fits
with the neighborhood,” Schwabe
says, “with an eye to standing up
over time.” h+g

SAVE
on your new KITCHEN
Gilmans Kitchen + Baths and DuraSupreme
joined forces to make beauty affordable
for every style & taste!

Ask about our Special Savings and
Discounts on Cabinet Features.
Burlingame
217 California Drive
650.340.2890

Mountain View
2039 W. El Camino Real
650.691.6850

Foster City
1031 E. Hillsdale Blvd.
650.286.0433

San Francisco
228 Bayshore Blvd.
415.550.8848
San Rafael
530 W. Francisco Blvd.
415.455.5363

www.GKandB.com
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Resources:
Architect: Cathy Schwabe, AIA,
Oakland, 510-658-3651, www.
cathyschwabearchitecture.com
Building contractor: Drew Maran,
Palo Alto, 650-323-8541, www.
drewmaran.com
Landscape architect: Vera Gates,
Arterra Landscape Architects, San
Francisco, 415-861-3100, www.
arterrallp.com
Furnishings: Kathy Bloodworth,
Kathy Bloodworth Interior Design,
www.kathybloodworthinteriordesign.com
Interior design: John Lum
Architecture, San Francisco, http://
johnlumarchitecture.com
Goal of project:
Build family-focused, eco-friendly, nearly
net-zero house
Year house built:
2009-11
Size of home, lot:
3,700 sq ft (plus full basement) on
10,000-sq-ft lot
Time to complete:
2 years to design, get permits; 2 years
to build

VEN GRAVEL SHOWN. AVAILABLE IN STANDARD AND CUSTOM SIZES.

“I’M NOT A PERSON FOR PATTERN, SO WHEN I WAS DESIGNING THESE
CARPETS, I WANTED A SENSE OF ABSTRACTNESS THAT COULD PLAY WITH
THE TONES AND MATERIALS BEING USED IN THE RUGS.”

VICENTE WOLF

| DESIGNER | PHOTOGRAPHER |TEACHER

7 0 7 S a n t a C r u z Av e , M e n l o P a r k , C a l i f o r n i a 9 4 0 2 5
650-327-6608 | 650-328-8715
bruce@theorientalcarpet.com
www.theorientalcarpet.com

Admired for more than just their beauty
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The Sharon Heights
home, above, is built on a
sloping hillside. Below, the
new family room with large
windows and Douglas fir
beams, which is located in
the basement, now enjoys
views of the Bay.

View of the
Bay extends
to this Sharon
Heights
basement

by Kathy Schrenk / photos by Dasja Dolan

A

lan and Libby
Beasley wanted
to add a story
to their Sharon Heights
rancher. They automatically assumed they would
be building up. Architect
Gary Ahern had another
idea, and it kind of blew
them away: digging down.
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The lot is naturally
sloped and provides great
views of the Bay. But before
the remodel, the backyard
was difficult to access;
when their sons were
younger, it was like a hiking expedition for mom
and boys to get to the play
structure.

Ahern saw an opportunity to solve two problems
with what he saw as a
single, simple solution.
Alan and Libby could
hardly believe it would
work. “My concern was it
would be dark,” Alan says.
They wanted the new floor
to be bright and airy like

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N

The basement addition, above left,
gave the family smoother access to the
backyard. The kitchen, left, enjoyed a
complete makeover. Above, the backyard
now includes a spacious patio outside the
new basement.

the main floor of the house. And
neither quite understood how
the construction would be done.
Ahern assured them he does this
kind of thing all the time. His
solution was to dig from the front
door and under the house to excavate the basement.
It brought the Beasleys what
they were looking for and more: a
“big boy romper-room” for their
growing sons, as Libby says, and a
backyard perfect for entertaining
and playing. Even the “basement”
has views of the Bay.
To Ahern the solution was obvious. Half the house was already
hanging out over the backyard. A
second story would just make the
outdoor space even less accessible,
he says. Instead, he saw a place for
the family room and guest room

which echoes that of her girlhood
home in Palo Alto. The design’s use of
arches and tilework help maintain the
effect.
One of the most visually appealing
parts of the addition is the distressed
Douglas fir beams. Because the basement has concrete floors and radiant
heating, there’s no need for ducting.
the family wanted, plus a spacious, And it allows the ceiling to be especially high for a basement.
shaded and picturesque patio.
Alan likes the method used to
When the work started, the
Beasleys weren’t sure how big the achieve the distressed effect almost as
much as the beams themselves: “They
addition would end up being.
beat the wood with police batons!” he
“They kinda just kept digging,”
says excitedly.
Alan says. The interior addition
The main floor, which hadn’t been
is almost the width of the main
floor. The patio is shaded by the changed much since it was built
in 1961, got a makeover, too: they
area of the main floor that had
expanded one of the boys’ bedrooms
hung over the yard.
so that they’re now about the same
The bottom floor got what
size. They completely remodeled the
amounts to a full guest suite,
replete with walk-in closet, bath- kitchen and added a breakfast nook
that transitions nicely to the outside.
room and laundry area. Next
In the process of the remodel they
to the family room, and with a
view of the patio, is a kitchenette found out that the roof wasn’t designed
to support the Spanish tiles that the
with wine “cellar” — a locking,
climate-controlled room slightly previous owners had installed and was
sagging in places, especially the garage.
bigger then a full-size fridge.
Libby, an interior designer, got The old wiring was also found to be
continued on next page
to keep the home’s Spanish style,
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CREATIVE HAND
WOOD CARVING
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continued from previous page
dangerous and was replaced. Fortunately this wasn’t a
large enough surprise expense to throw the budget off
too much, Alan says. h+g
Resources:
Architect: Gary Ahern, Focal Point Design, Menlo Park,
www.garyahern.com
Builder: Jeff Gentry, Gentry Construction, Inc., San
Carlos, www.gentryconstruction.biz
Foundation/basement contractor, concrete floors: Bill
Brown Construction, San Jose, www.bbrownconstruction.com
Interior design: Elizabeth Beasley, Elizabeth Beasley
Design, libbyb@gmail.com
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Your designs are welcome.
Satisfaction guaranteed.

10 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Èxä®ÊÓÓÓÓÇÓÓÊ
creativehandwoodcarving@hotmail.com

Goal of project:
Add a guest bedroom and family room
Unanticipated issues:
Walls weren’t built to withstand the weight of the Spanish tile
roof, so they were buckling; garage ceiling was sagging, so
they needed a new roof. Outdated knob-and-tube wiring could
have caused fires and had to be replaced.
Year house built:
1961
Size of home, lot:
House was 3,000 sq ft, now 4,600 sq ft, on a .4 acre lot
Time to complete:
16 months

www.cityofpaloalto.org/utilities

Playing soccer has taught
me that no one wins
a game alone.
“Teamwork” best describes how the City of Palo Alto Utilities
addresses emergencies such as gas and water leaks. We are
usually on the scene for any issues within two hours and for all
emergencies, such as gas leaks, within 20 minutes.
My field team goes the extra mile and works round the clock
during emergencies to take care of Palo Alto residents and
businesses at all hours and in all types of weather.
My team is here for you when you need us most. And I think that’s
a win for everyone. For gas, water or sewer emergencies
call (650) 329-2579.

—Jorge Silva
Supervisor,
Water-Gas-Sewer Operations
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You’ll be surprised...

at our low prices for designer brand furniture, accessories and jewelry.

Beautiful Designer Furniture
at Consignment Prices!

CAMPBELL

MOUNTAIN VIEW

650.964.7212
408.871.8890
930 W. Hamilton Ave. 141 E. El Camino Real

SAN CARLOS
650.508.8317
1123 Industrial Rd.

16 LOCATIONS IN CALIFORNIA, NEVADA & TEXAS
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Sterling Custom Upholstery

9250 Labor Special

$

Total Price For Labor On Standard Couch or Chair
Plus the cost of any fabric you select from our complete line of fabrics. Labor price
of $92.50 includes frame, spring and webbing repair. Additional charge for cushion
ﬁller, tufting and channeling. Customer supplied fabric charged at standard labor
rate of $50 per yard.

KITCHEN AND BATH INC.
Upscale Experience - Downscale Prices

FREE ARM COVERS

with upholstery of any couch or chair
With this coupon only. Regular value $12.50 plus 1/2 yard of fabric. Expires 1/31/12

FREE Pick Up & Delivery

One stop shopping for your natural stone and tile needs
FROM CONSULTATION TO INSTALLATION

   s  % #HARLESTON 2D -OUNTAIN 6IEW

Our 45th year.

1243 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View

Mention ad for 10% off installations over $2500

www.artisticstoneinc.com
http://artisticstoneincblog.com

(At Miramonte – behind Baskin-Robbins)

www.SterlingCustomUpholstery.com

(650) 961-8700

Re-upholstery Recycles

SS
Save $500

On cabinetry orders of $5,500 or more
Exp. 11/16/11

Save additional $100 with this ad
on window and ﬂoor covering orders of
$1,000 or more
Specials on carpet - $199 - $499 sq. ft.
Specials on Tile, Laminates and Hardwood Floors - Exp. 11/16/11
*Coupons & Discounts cannot be combined

Phone: (408) 738-9183 or (650) 948-4162
101 E. El Camino Real, Sunnyvale, CA 94087
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Ask about our
patio door Sale!
  ' '  
  &""! $ $
%%%#$% !%#!

Quality Garden Management
1SPBDUJWF.BJOUFOBODFt&YQFSU1SVOJOHt'FSUJMJ[BUJPO1SPHSBNT
$PMPS$POTVMUJOHt-BXO$BSFt8BUFS.BOBHFNFOUt0SHBOJD1SBDUJDFT
-BOETDBQF*OTUBMMBUJPO

650.364.2499
www.SpecialGardensInc.com
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Real Solutions

Creating great projects
by Risë Krag

W

hether large or small,
traditional or contemporary, residential or commercial, there are common factors
to evaluate great projects. Building
codes address life and safety. LEED
and “Build it Green” suggest a strategy for sustainability and energy
efficiency. These are part of the
groundwork for great projects, but
how are they really created?
They all start with a Plan.
A Plan begins with broad goals
for your project, such as:
s 7E WISH TO ACCOMMODATE A
growing family.
s 7E WOULD LIKE TO STAY IN OUR
house as long as possible (aging in
place).
s /UR LONG TERM GOALS ARE UNCERtain, and we may need to move in a
few years.
s 7E WOULD LIKE TO BUILD A NEW
house for ourselves.

ROCK
PRODUCTS AND SERVICES
Building and Landscaping Supplies
Natural Stone | Retaining Walls
Rock, Sand and Gravel | Pavers
Delivery Services
GREEN BUILDING MATERIALS
LEED accredited professionals on staff
High-Fly Ash Concrete
Pervious Concrete and Permeable
Pavers
Regionally Harvested and Manufactured
Aggregate, Concrete, and Asphalt
Recycled Materials, and Services
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Each of these
goals is helpful for
creating a Plan.
Many people are
starting to work on
their homes again.
Some are updating
inefficient older
homes; some may be adding a room
and others may wish to build a new
home with the efficiencies of new
construction.
There are a variety of ways to
proceed. I have surveyed and interviewed many builders, architects
and homeowners with this question
in mind. I have also presented panels to discuss this subject over the
last few years — “Interior Designers
and Contractors” and most recently,
“Architects and Builders.” The following are the highlights of agreement about steps that help guide
great projects.
Step 1

Clients should create a list of
goals, including their timeframe

THIS

WAY
CUPERTINO
DESIGN CENTER
408.996.4500
1505 South DeAnza Boulevard
REDWOOD CITY
CONCRETE &
BUILDING MATERIALS
650.482.4100
330 Blomquist Street
graniterock.com

and their budget.
A reasonable timeframe is very
important. A major remodel completed in the most efficient way
requires that your home becomes
a “job site.” Finding short-term
housing elsewhere speeds up the
construction process. Adding a
bathroom can be accomplished
while homeowners are still living in
their home, but many of the same
subcontractors are used as on larger
projects. Framers, drywall, electricians, plumbers, tile layers and
painters are good examples. The
sequence of these different trades is
important.
An open discussion about an
appropriate budget is vital. This
allows the team to design your project in the most cost-effective way to
maximize your budget. It is more
efficient than having to redesign
later. Creating a portfolio of ideas
and a list of priorities can assist the
team to help evaluate the budget. As
an interior designer, my practice is
to show a client a range of products

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N

Dean J. Birinyi

Risë Krag created a “Plan” before embarking on this
Portola Valley project.

in different price ranges to help them evaluate their
style and assist in creating a budget.
Asking a builder to bid on a project without identifying at least most of the elements is unrealistic.
For clients with short-term plans we develop a punch
list of priorities and assessment of each, based on time
to complete and cost. Obviously, items that are broken
or needing repair are first on the list. Fresh coats of
paint, upgrading lighting and hardware might be all
that is needed.
Step 2

Create a Plan and select a team.
continued on next page

S.R. BUILDERS

A Full Service General Contractor
3FNPEFMTt"EEJUJPOTt,JUDIFOT#BUISPPNT

i2VBMJmFEQSPGFTTJPOBMTUIBUBSF
committed to your satisfaction
/FUXPSLJOHXJUI#BZ"SFB
Professionals for over 20 years

 3ANTA #RUZ !VE s -ENLO 0ARK

SteveRohlff

650.208.7521

Professional, Honest
&YQFSJFODFE

Lic#943730

Menlo Park

(Next to Posh Bagel)

 s (RS -ON 3AT AM PM s 3UN AM PM
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Before

After

RESTORE YOUR
OUTDOOR FURNITURE
New powder coating with vinyl strap
or sling replacement.
We can powder coat almost
anything. Wrought iron fences, art,
architectural structures,
automotive parts and more.
Pick up & Delivery available
1090 Shary Circle
Suite C, Concord, CA
1-925-682-4247
www.PatioChairCare.com

Style for your windows, savings for you. With their beautiful
colors, fabrics and designs, Hunter Douglas window fashions are
always a smart choice for creating inviting, attractive spaces. And
now through December 12, 2011, mail-in rebates let you enjoy
select styles at a savings of $25 to $300 per unit.* Purchase and
install energy-efficient Duette® Architella® Honeycomb Shades
before the end of this year, and you may qualify for a federal tax
credit of up to $500.** Ask us for details.

continued from previous page
The team should include an architect, interior designer and an experienced contractor. If desired, include
a specialist in home audio/video integration and a
landscape architect. The benefit of identifying each of
these professionals at the beginning is to create a wellthought-out Plan, one that will allow the job to be well
defined and efficiently constructed. Pre-planning is the
key to accurate bidding and satisfying goals.
Architects are highly trained, creative people who
visualize structural spaces and who enable a project to
meet the planning, zoning and building codes applicable to the project. Interior designers concentrate
on functional space planning and interior styles and
details. This may include cabinetry, lighting, flooring,
wall treatments and colors, window coverings, details
of stairs, moldings and doors. Interior designers personalize living and working spaces, and keep details on
track by prioritizing interior choices, and providing the
contractor with timely client decisions. Home entertainment and energy efficiency can be designed and coordinated with audio/video specialists.
Step 3

Create a realistic schedule and share it with all team
members.
Early on, everyone seems to be in a rush to get started.
Creating a realistic schedule, and sharing it with all

,6."3"/%&4*(/

Clockwise from top left: Silhouette® Window Shadings, Luminette® Privacy Sheers, Duette® Architella®
Honeycomb Shades, Skyline® Gliding Window Panels

Mountain View Showroom
633 W Dana St, Mountain View
650.938.8822

Fremont Showroom
155 Anza St, Fremont
510.623.8822

Hours: By Appointment only

Hours: Tuesday to Saturday: 10:30 am to 6:00 pm
Other times available by appointment

www.WindowsAndBeyond.com
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the team members, will make the job more efficient.
Staying on the Plan schedule is each professional’s
responsibility.
Step 4

Regular client and team meetings must address current problems.
All projects have challenges. Solve them with collaboration, not letting pride or blame derail the solution.

picture i t

framed
Custom

Ready-Made

Photo

Step 5

Finishing a project is both a time of stress and joy.
Often, many people are trying to work in the same
place to finish their “ punch lists” of items. This can be
the final test of collaboration, as well as the culmination
of meeting client goals.
All recent panelists surveyed agreed that their real
definition of a great project was having a happy client.
They share a passion of building and design that they
have felt since their youth. Their success has been a
dedication to helping and educating clients and the service of working with a professional team to create great
projects. h+g
Risë Krag, ASID, associate AIA, IESGG, is founder of
RKI Interior Design, a full-service interior-design ﬁrm.
She can be reached at 650-854-9090 or risekraginc.com.
Design problems can be sent directly to risekraginc@yahoo.
com.

www.cityofpaloalto.org/utilities

UArt Palo Alto
267 Hamilton Ave. 650-328-3500

UniversityArt.com

(650) 329–2161

I’m part meter reader,
part neighborhood watch
and part dog whisperer.
As a meter reader I end up also being the eyes and ears
of the community. While on my routes if I see a broken
window or signs of a crime, I report it.
Help me get accurate readings by keeping your meters
accessible. Prune or remove landscaping and other objects
within 3 feet of the meters.
Oh, and as for dogs, most I can tame with treats but I
really appreciate when owners of aggressive dogs keep
them under control. If you get a new dog, call and let us
know in advance so I’ll be prepared!
Have special issues with meter access? For details on our
“Read Your Own Meter Program,”call (650) 329-2161.

—Joseph Martin
Utilities Meter Reader
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hino Shield’s highly specialized exterior wall coating system is designed to protect your
home and preserve your investment. Born of the space age when NASA sought ways to
protect spacecraft from the elements, it forms a protective shield on your home that can withstand even the harshest weather conditions. The result is a maintenance-free coating that will
reduce energy costs and provide long lasting protection.
Rhino Shield is an exciting alternative that looks
freshly painted year after year and is proven to outlast traditional paint, color-coat stucco, and even the
dreaded vinyl siding products. It can be applied on
wood, stucco, concrete blocks, brick and more, eliminating chipping, ﬂaking, and peeling. It is a class A
ﬁre retardant and will also waterproof, soundproof,

and insulate your home. It is also available in unlimited colors. Rhino Shield coated buildings look as
good today as they did when they were ﬁrst coated
40 years ago. Sun and rain will never damage your
home’s walls again and you can sell your home as
having a “maintenance free exterior”.

Call the professionals at Rhino Shield today!

LIFE TIME EXTERIOR PAINT
408.266.7048 or 888.868.7575 | www.RhinoShieldCA.com

Rhino Shield FP Fall 2011.indd 1

9/19/11 1:57:43 PM

Northern California’s premier supplier of Natural Stone, Brick, Stone Veneer and
architectural Masonry. Four Bay Area locations in Redwood City, Sunnyvale,
San Martin and Livermore. To learn more visit our beautiful Masonry Showroom
located just of Highway 101 in Mountain View.

www.pbm1923.com

Masonry Showroom (877) 282-0522
Redwood City Yard (650) 365-8500
Sunnyvale Yard (408) 246-0550
San Martin Yard (408) 683-2580
Livermore Yard (925) 449-2800

We carry Vintage Used Brick

