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BACK TO BASICS
Honoring a traditional home in the modern era
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The exterior front of the traditional home (facing
page, left) was largely unchanged. Above, the thirdfloor attic has evolved to “homework central,” as well
as the home office and family room. Left, Arches were
replicated throughout the house.

by Carol Blitzer / photos by Dasja Dolan

S

andra Tucher and her husband Christopher
loved their new home on the edge of
Professorville, but hated what previous owners had done to it over time.
“It was really odd,” she says, noting that the fact
that it was so ugly meant there wasn’t that much
competition in 2004 for the 1920s home.
What was so odd? The gold spray-painted doorknobs, the added molding that kept the bathroom
door from closing, a funky kitchen with a juttingout window, the outdoor cement stairway that led
to a third-floor unit.
“The previous owners did a lot to make it saleable, which we had to rip out,” she says.
But once they acquired the house, the Tuchers
set about turning it into a family-friendly home,
while honoring the architectural traditions. Often
that meant simplifying what was added.
They hired local architect Joe Gutierrez, who
“helped us get the most out of it but not violate
the integrity of the house,” Tucher says.
Ultimately, they pared the 3,900-square-foot
house down by about 300 square feet.
In the kitchen, for instance, the half-hexagonal
continued on next page
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One wall of the kitchen was straightened out and upper cabinets removed to
create clean lines. The white marble counter tops fit the 1920s style — and make
a good place to roll out pizza dough.

continued from previous page
jutting window was pulled back to
a straight line, with a cross beam
added to support the exterior wall.
No upper cabinets obscure the
clean lines above the two separated sinks; commonly used items

are stored in drawers or in a few
shallow cabinets. Some things are
stored in a small pantry or in the
basement.
Tucher pored over books, seeking information on what would
be appropriate for a 1920s house.
That’s how she ended up with

classic white marble counter tops,
quarter-sawn oak lower cabinets
with no toe kicks and white subway
tiles in the bathrooms.
“When we first got (the marble
counter), we got stains on it,”
Tucher says, recalling an incident
involving Wiener schnitzel and
olive oil. “Be we never stained it
since.”
“You can roll pizza dough. ... It’s
very practical,” she says.
Her minimalist look extends to
the SubZero refrigerator, with its
clear glass door that lets you assess
what you want before you open the
door, as well as stainless-steel sinks.
Tucher chose an all-gas fourburner Wolf range with a griddle
(“the dual-fuel was clunkier”) and
a two-drawer Fisher Paykel dishwasher. The family mostly uses the
top drawer.
The dining room was unchanged,
but molding was replicated and
used in the kitchen to tie the rooms
together.
continued on page 8

“

Gardenwood Designs
is professional and
friendly. They are at the
top of our list for all our
gardening needs!

”

– Palo Alto Homeowners

Landscape Design
Installation

Custom Wood
■

Certiﬁed Green Building Professional

■

Hardscapes, turf, irrigation, planting

■

Outdoor living spaces, BBQ’s, ﬁre pits, ponds

■

Custom arbors, trellises, fences and gates

■

Organic and sustainable practices

An integral part of our landscaping is a
comprehensive maintenance program.
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Structures and

Maintenance

GARDENWOOD
DESIGNS
633 COWPER STREET, PALO ALTO
650-321-9640
WWW.GARDENWOODDESIGNS.COM
LIC. #927789
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continued from page 6
In the living room, new tall
French doors and windows open
to the backyard. The only other
change was adding a new gas fireplace.
A bathroom became a walkin closet, and a small closet was
turned into a bath, complete with
black-and-white floor tile in a
basket-weave pattern, a simple sink
and a large shower with white subway tiles.
“I like the cleanness of it; it’s easy
to wipe down, keep clean,” she says.
Some odd little touches remain
from the original house, although
they aren’t always used: The door
to the old laundry chute is in a hall
(but leads nowhere): In a row of
hallway doors, the first couple are
really for style.
Tucher says the second story was
a “disaster area” with its odd balcony, stairs and a door. Today that
space is a bathroom with period
pieces. “I was salvage queen. I
found lots of old stuff, re-nickled

Sandra Tucher searched high and
low for bathroom fixtures that fit the
era of the house. She ended up with
a marble sink supported by metal
legs, and black-and-white floor tiles.

fixtures,” she says.
The steep stairway was redone
and leads into what was probably
the original attic. After punching
out dormers to bring in light on

the second side, and adding beams
for support, the space is now used
as a family room, a second office
space and what Tucher refers to as
“homework central” for their three
children. The whole space was
insulated and the ceiling opened,
with arched shapes echoing other
arches in the house.
“We didn’t want new shapes,” she
adds. “We tried to repeat angles,
nothing new. Sometimes we went
backwards to capture what was
here.”
“The whole area had to be rejoisted — the bath, laundry room,
landing. We needed more cross
beams,” she says.
Once the house was shipshape,
the family turned to the landscape.
They added a vegetable garden
and a circular patio with a firepit.
Because of the large trees, including
two oaks and three redwoods, no
grass would grow, so they put down
redwood mulch.
“It’s really peaceful out here,” she
continued on page 10

www.OwenHomes.com  650.948.9420

Building communities and relationships one home at a time
years
for nearly
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continued from page 8
says, glancing at the white-flowering dogwood.
There’s just one major project left: replacing the original garage.
“The garage is falling apart, but until we get the kids’
college expenses figured out we won’t be making any
repairs,” she says. h+g
Resources:
Architect: Joseph Gutierrez, Architectural Alliance,
Sunnyvale, 408-530-1738
Landscape designer: Steve Witte, Jim Lord Landscaping,
Redwood City, 650-299-1003
Favorite salvage spots: Ohmega Salvage, 2407 San Pablo
Ave., Berkeley, 510-204-0767; Urban Ore, 900 Murray
St., Berkeley, 510-841-7283; Wholehouse Building
Supply, 1955 Pulgas Road, East Palo Alto, 650-328-8731,
Warehouse@driftwoodsalvage.com

650.208.3891
LANDSCAPE
CONTRACTOR

Pete Thomas

www.ptaland.com • pete@ptaland.com
Full Service Landscape Contractor Lic#354206

Caledonian Masonry, Inc.

Award Winning Designs…
…Award Winning Craftsmanship
UÊ/À>`Ì>ÊÃÌiÊÜ>Ã
UÊÀV ÌiVÌÕÀ>ÊLÀVÊÜÀÊ
UÊ*>ÌÃ]ÊÜ>Ü>ÞÃ]Ê>`ÃV>«iÊ`iÃ}Ã
UÊÀi«>ViÃ]Ê +¼Ã]ÊLÀVÊ«ââ>ÊÛiÃ
UÊ-iÀÛ}ÊÌ iÊiÌÀiÊ >ÞÊÀi>

650.525.9154 Lic.#933597
www.caledonianmasonry.com
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Goal of project:
Make a family-friendly, simple, traditional home
Unanticipated issues:
Needed to add supporting cross beam in kitchen
Year house built:
1926
Size of home, lot:
Was 3,916 sq ft, taken down to 3,647 sq ft
on a 15,000-sq-ft lot
Time to complete:
About a year

ROCK
PRODUCTS AND SERVICES
Building and Landscaping Supplies
Natural Stone | Retaining Walls
Rock, Sand and Gravel | Pavers
Delivery Services
GREEN BUILDING MATERIALS
LEED accredited professionals on staff

THIS

WAY
CUPERTINO
DESIGN CENTER
408.996.4500
1505 South DeAnza Boulevard
REDWOOD CITY
CONCRETE &
BUILDING MATERIALS
650.482.4100
330 Blomquist Street
graniterock.com

High-Fly Ash Concrete
Pervious Concrete and Permeable
Pavers
Regionally Harvested and Manufactured
Aggregate, Concrete, and Asphalt
Recycled Materials, and Services

www.cityofpaloalto.org/resiwater

(650) 329–2241

I love ﬁnding ways to
be more water efﬁcient.
I enjoy hiking in the wilderness and that inspires me to
preserve our natural resources. With the City of Palo Alto
Utilities, I get to show my customers how easy it is to start
small and make big differences in water efﬁciency.
I take what I personally do at home and share that knowledge.
Whether it’s replacing a showerhead or taking out that lawn,
big change happens through little adjustments. Learn more
about our free efﬁciency consultations and other conservation
programs at cityofpaloalto.org/resiwater
—Catherine Elvert
Utility Account Representative
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No place like home
Interior designer returns to childhood home to create dream kitchen

Hammered-steel pans and utensils, above, hang above the Viking Professional range, just below the custom decorative
hood. Nearby is a decorative plate rack, open pull-out drawers for pots and pans, and open pull-out baskets for storing
fruit. The octagonal table, below, echoes the angles of the eating alcove. The “backsplash” marble mosaic continues
around the windows, which are covered in plantation shutters.

by Carol Blitzer / photos by
Nathanael Bennett Photography

E

ven as a kid growing up in
the middle of Los Altos, Amy
Fischer knew the yellow flowered wallpaper in the kitchen was
just wrong.
By the time she was in high
school and working at the local
wallpaper store, Cudahy’s, her parents indulged her need to change
their décor, one room at a time.
The first: swapping the yellow flow12 SPRING 2011 | home+garden design

ers for a sophisticated border at the
ceiling.
After her mom died in 2008,
Amy and her husband, Dan,
and their two children moved in
with her dad. He soon gave her
free rein to change anything she
wanted. After selling their house in
Sunnyvale, the Fischers poured the
profits (and more) into upgrading
the two bathrooms, adding a sun
room/exercise area off the master
bedroom, replacing the landscaping

and completely redoing the kitchen.
Because she worked with Owen
Signature Homes, she was able to
serve as her own general contractor,
hiring subcontractors that she had
already worked with and knew well.
“They gave me a little extra time
and care and attention,” she says.
Fischer started with an image of
what she wanted to turn the 1970s
kitchen (think large white tiles,
dark grout) into, without pushing
out any walls. Her first thought was
a classic, all-white look. But, her
husband favored the antique glazed
cabinets he’d seen in one of her earlier projects.
The color scheme was ultimately
determined by discovery of a
Brazilian granite. “I wanted something I’ve never seen,” says Fischer,
who’s seen a lot of counter tops.
“This looked like artwork!”
Then she worked her way down
her personal wish list:
s POLISHED MARBLE MICRO MOSAIC
squares as a backsplash behind
the fluted, apron-front sink and
Viking Professional range, as well
as around the eating alcove;
continued on page 14

Award-winning
residential landscape installations
We have four decades of direct
experience installing and
managing landscape projects
throughout the State and
are recipient of scores
of industry awarded
recognitions.
With hundreds of satisﬁed clients
throughout the State over the past 40
years, including:

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN

Summer 2009
SF Bay Area

BEST CUSTOM
RESIDENTIAL
INSTALLATION

Summer 2010
SF Bay Area

BEST OF SHOW
SWEEPSTAKES
(of all categories and budgets,
residential and commercial)

&A L L     s 3 T A T E O F # A LI F O R N IA

BEST OF SHOW
SWEEPSTAKES
GRAND WINNER

“Dear Jim: Nancy and I just wanted to thank
you for the beautiful work you did for us at our
beloved Rancho del Cielo — every time we are
able to escape to the ranch, we realize Mother
Nature could have no complaints about your
work as there is no dividing line between Her
work and yours … wishing you all the best
success for years to come.” — Ron (Reagan)
Please check our client references on Yelp.com/
Everett Landscape/Redwood City and call Evland
LLC if you need assistance with your landscape
projects, provided by a contractor known for his
Honesty and Creativity. As a past State President
of the California Landscape Contractors
Association, you can trust that I can be trusted
to always act in my client’s best interests and
produce a high-quality installation.

(of all categories and budgets, residential and commercial)

—Jim Everett, owner

EvLand LLC / Everett Landscape
Specializing in Project Management
EvLand LLC / Everett Landscape, Redwood City

(650) 363-0740

www.evlandllc.net
C-27 #328563
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JODY HORST
LANDSCAPE ARTIST

Landscape Design with
a Woman’s Touch...
UÊÀÌÃÌV>ÞÊLi>ÕÌvÕÊUÊ >ÃÞÊÌÊ>Ì>
UÊ-i>Ã>LÞÊL>>Vi`ÊUÊ9i>ÀÀÕ`Ê>ÀÌÃÌVÊÃ Ü
Services:
UÊ ÃÕÌ]Ê`iÃ}]ÊÃÌ>Ê
UÊ `LiÊ}>À`iÃ
UÊ6i}}iÊ ÝiÃÊ
UÊ,VÊ>À`iÃÊ
UÊ À«]ÊÃ«À>ÞÊÀÀ}>Ì

ÓxÊ9i>ÀÃÊ Ý«iÀiVi
V°ÊÇÓxänä

650.856.9648

Contractors and homeowners welcome

394 First Street s Los Altos s 941-0744
Hours: M-F 10-4, Sat. by appointment
www.SelectWindows.com
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continued from page 12
s HANDY AND DECORATIVE STORAGE FOR PLATES IN AN OPEN
RACK CUPS AND BOWLS
s A TWO DRAWER DISHWASHER
s A ,IEBHERR DOUBLE DOORED REFRIGERATOR WITH TWO BOT
TOM PULLOUT FREEZER DRAWERS
s PULLOUT DRAWERS FOR POTS AND PANS WITH NO CABINET
DOORS PULLOUT BASKETS FOR FRUITS AND VEGETABLES
s NARROW PULLOUT COLUMNS TO HANG KITCHEN TOWELS OR
STORE WAXED PAPER AND TIN FOIL
s A WIDER PULLOUT COLUMN NEXT TO THE STOVE FOR SPICES
FLOUR AND SUGAR
s PULLOUT BINS FOR TRASH AND RECYCLABLES
&ISCHERS GOAL WAS TO MAKE THE OLD KITCHEN MORE EFFI
CIENT AND SEEM BIGGER 3HE ACHIEVED THAT BY REMOVING
THE OLD PENINSULA CENTERING THE SINK UNDER THE WINDOW
AND DESIGNING CABINETS THAT WERE FUNCTIONAL ATTRACTIVE
AND LOCATED IN LOGICAL PLACES
3INCE SHE DIDNT WANT TO CLUTTER UP THE COUNTER TOPS
AND HIDE THAT BEAUTIFUL GRANITE WITH A TOASTER OR COF
FEE POT SHE ADDED AN APPLIANCE GARAGE IN THE CORNER
,ESS USED APPLIANCES ARE HOUSED IN OTHER CABINETS
!S A KITCHEN DESIGNER &ISCHER FOCUSES ON HOW EXACTLY
THE CLIENT WILL USE THE SPACE 3HE KNEW SHE WANTED HER
CUTLERY AND KNIVES EASILY ACCESSIBLE BUT NOT ON THAT
COUNTER TOP SO SHE BUILT INSERTS IN THE DRAWERS NEAR THE
STOVE
%VEN THE FLOORING IS PRACTICAL AND ECO SENSITIVE 3HE
CHOSE ANTI MICROBIAL ACOUSTICAL CORK FLOORING WHICH
SHE SAYS BOUNCES BACK RATHER THAN DENTS WHEN THINGS
ARE DROPPED ON IT  PLUS IT FEELS GOOD TO WALK ON
!N OLD TABLE OF HER DADS ONCE REFINISHED AND RAISED
TO THE RIGHT HEIGHT FITS PERFECTLY INTO THE EATING ALCOVE
ECHOING THE ANGLES OF THE BAY 4HE TABLE SITS NEXT TO A
BUILT IN SHALLOW CABINET WHERE THE FAMILY CAN SUBTLY
RECHARGE PHONES OR I0OD AND HANG KEYS WITH LOW DRAW
ERS TO STORE PENS TAPE AND SCISSORS &ISCHER COULDNT
FIND THE RIGHT CORK FOR THE BULLETIN BOARD SO SHE ADAPT
ED A WELCOME MAT
4HINKING ABOUT WHAT SHE COULD HAVE DONE DIFFERENTLY
&ISCHER ADMITS SHE GOT EXACTLY WHAT SHE WANTED 
SOMETHING SHED WANTED SINCE SHE WAS A CHILD h+g
Resources:
Interior designer: !MY &ISCHER 3IGNATURE )NTERIORS OF
,OS !LTOS  3 3AN !NTONIO 2OAD 3UITE  ,OS
!LTOS    WWWSIGNATUREINTERIORSOFLOSALTOS
COM
Goal of project:
Add state-of-the-art appliances, maximize storage, use ecofriendly products while updating kitchen
Unanticipated issues:
Although ordered well in advance, stove delivery was two
weeks late.
Year house built:
1950s
Size of kitchen:
215 sq. ft.
Time to complete:
Six weeks

Celebrating 25 years of building dreams and relationships

License: B479799
Our Design Center is 85% solar powered.

Something beautiful doesn’t just happen.
Let the design + build team of Harrell Remodeling ensure it will.
Your home, only better.
Harrell Remodeling. We never forget it’s your home.®

1954 Old Middleﬁeld Way
Mountain View, CA 94043
(650) 230-2900
harrell-remodeling.com
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TUCKED AWAY, BUT WITH A
ECO-FRIENDLY
REMODEL
MAXIMIZES
SPACE OF
WOODSIDE
CABIN
by Emma Trotter /
photos by Dave Edwards
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L

ike any self-respecting
Prohibition-era “drinking cabin,” the one tucked
away down a long driveway off
La Honda Road in Woodside is
almost impossible to find without
knowing where to look.
“We like it that way,” say owners Bob Smith, a director of technology services at Stanford, and
Gaylon Polatti, an editor at Yahoo.
Originally intended as a place
San Franciscans could spend a
weekend drinking in secret, the

view

remodeled home now serves as a
hideaway for two tech-savvy and
eco-friendly residents.
Except for linear red accents,
the exterior remains unremarkable, blending almost seamlessly
into its wooded surroundings.
“What the outside of the house
looked like was a very secondary
consideration,” Smith says. “We
wanted to enhance the livability
of the place.”
Inside, a mudroom entrance
gives way to an airy living room/

kitchen area lit by clerestory windows. Doors lead to the bedroom
and library. At 1,100 square feet
there isn’t room for much else.
Only one aspect of the house
wasn’t changed during the remodel — the floor-to-ceiling greenhouse window facing down the
hillside.
“This was our favorite part
of the house,” says Smith, who
bought the cabin 24 years ago and
started tinkering almost immecontinued on next page

A floor-to-ceiling greenhouse window, left, looks out onto the redwoods; the
living room segues into a dining area, above, and kitchen, below, where much
attention was given to “green” features, from paint color to the EnergyStar
dishwasher.
home+garden design | SPRING 2011 17
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The cabin exterior nearly blends into the woods, except for the red front door.

continued from previous page
diately. A leak in the bedroom
motivated the full remodel.
Smith and Polatti rented a
neighbor’s house during construction, which lasted seven
months and was completed late
January of last year.
“It was nice,” Smith says. “We

were three doors away.”
This proximity proved important, as Smith and Polatti had
a hands-on role in many of the
design decisions. The guiding
principle was integration with
environmental surroundings.
Smith picked out LED lights
that use much less energy than

even compact fluorescents and
are guaranteed to last 30 years.
Polatti and a friend picked out
paint for the creamy yellow ceiling and peach walls in the bedroom.
“I wanted the wall in the kitchen to be green to match what’s
outside,” he adds. Speaking of
green, the room features a compact EnergyStar dishwasher and
induction stovetop.
Their eco-friendly commitment
was recently acknowledged when
Hammerschmidt Construction,
contractor for the remodel, won
the 2011 National Association
of the Remodeling Industry
(NARI) Silicon Valley Chapter
Judges Choice Award for Green
Remodeling.
But not everything went off
without a hitch.
“There’s a lot of enthusiasm for
green buildings, but it’s not yet
the case where (all) contractors
know what they’re doing,” Smith
continued on page 20

Sustainable is obtainable
Reap the benefits of a garden which
preserves the Earth and the environment.
As a one-stop company, we can provide you
with all of the components of landscape
design & construction with pro-active
integrated maintenance.
Award-winning contractors honored over
seventy times including “Best in California”.

Est. 1971 - Lic.#271355

Award-Winning Contractor
650.324.3033 | 408.371.4477 | 831.333.9338

Member of CLCA, NARI, APLD, Build-it-Green

www.modernlandscapinginc.com
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The Largest Selection of Whirlpool Bathtubs
in a Single Showroom Anywhere in the World!

“Come put your tootsies
in our Tubz”
Fremont - 400*
4840 Davenport Place
Fremont, CA 94538
510.770.8686

Sacramento - 200*
830 National Drive, Suite 120
Sacramento, CA 95834
916.575.9100

Oakdale - 100*
441 Gregor Road
Oakdale, CA 95361
209.845.9115

For hours of operation, visit us at www.bathtubchoices.com
*Number of “hands-on/feet-in” tubz on display
home+garden design | SPRING 2011 19
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continued from page 18

The new shower features Grohe shower head, valve and
shower arm, white ceramic tile with green glass-tile accent
and dark-gray slate tile shower pan.

Sterling Custom Upholstery

9250 Labor Special

$

Total Price For Labor On Standard Couch or Chair
Plus the cost of any fabric you select from our complete line of fabrics. Labor price
of $92.50 includes frame, spring and webbing repair. Additional charge for cushion
ﬁller, tufting and channeling. Customer supplied fabric charged at standard labor
rate of $50 per yard.

FREE ARM COVERS

with upholstery of any couch or chair
With this coupon only. Regular value $12.50 plus 1/2 yard of fabric. Expires 3/31/11

FREE Pick Up & Delivery
Our 45th year.

1243 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View
(At Miramonte – behind Baskin-Robbins)

www.SterlingCustomUpholstery.com

(650) 961-8700

Re-upholstery Recycles
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says. In particular, the couple had trouble with
the installation of their heat pump — it required
a “smarter” thermostat than less efficient units.
Resolving this issue took nine months.
It would be hard to ignore environmental concerns
when wilderness is practically right outside. Smith
and Polatti receive visits from raccoons, squirrels,
deer, owls and other birds and even the occasional
mountain lion. These creatures thrive in the woodland environment that needs no landscaper.
“My garden’s been here for 20,000 years,” Smith
says.
Polatti is adding touches of his own — native
plants only.
“Mostly ferns, leopard lilies and huckleberries,”
he says. “The redwood forest is not big on flowering
plants.”
A love of nature is in Smith’s blood. From a very
young age, he and his family spent time at a cabin
in the Sierras. He has always enjoyed “being in the
trees’ space,” and the house is designed and furnished with a somewhat “Appalachian flavor,” he
says.
“Don’t worry, none of us has a banjo,” Polatti
adds.
What they do have are beautifully polished wood
floors, artfully mismatched wooden and leather
furniture, a guitar and speakers, some glass pieces
and other one-of-a-kind artwork that speaks to the
sensibilities of both writer and engineer.
Now that the remodel is complete, Smith and
Polatti intend to settle in for the long haul.
“We’re more than satisfied,” Polatti says. “This
place is just perfect.” h+g
Resources:
Architect: Chip Jessup, M. Design Architects, Los
Altos, 650-565-9036, www.mdesignsarchitects.com
Building contractor: Lynn Hammerschmidt,
Hammerschmidt Construction, Inc., Los Altos,
650-948-4200, www.hammerschmidtinc.com
Lighting: Liteline Illuminations, Los Gatos,
408-399-9000, www.halogenlighting.com
Woodwork: Marcus Jones, Made in Pescadero,
650-879-9128, www.madeinpescadero.com
Goal of project:
Whole house remodel to maximize light, views
Unanticipated issues:
Difficult to install, service energy-efficient heat pump,
lighting
Year house built:
1930
Size of home, lot:
1,100 sq ft, 2/5 of an acre
Time to complete:
7 months

RAG WEAVE ROSEBERRY SHOWN. AVAILABLE IN STANDARD AND CUSTOM SIZES.

“MY DESIGNS ARE BROUGHT TO LIFE BY THE TOUCH OF MASTER
CRAFTSMEN AND HAND PROCESSES THAT ARE RARE IN OUR
EVOLVING WORLD.”

Kevin Walz

| DESIGNER | ARTIST |LECTURER

7 0 7 S a n t a C r u z Av e , M e n l o P a r k , C a l i f o r n i a 9 4 0 2 5
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TWO

KITCHENS,
GOALS

Neighbors share meals, thoughts on
parallel projects

by Carol Blitzer /
photos by Dasja Dolan

M

ost evenings last
summer Mark
Bubert and Joe
Commendatore, next-door
neighbors in Mountain View’s
Gemello area, could be found
barbecuing on their back
patios. Neither had a functioning kitchen, so they’d cobble
together meals and compare
notes on their projects.
Bubert, a butcher with
Dittmer’s Gourmet Meats in
Mountain View, had lived
in his mid-’50s tract home
since 2002 but had never fully
enjoyed the kitchen.
“My oven didn’t work for
years,” he says.
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And the galley-like kitchen
with a wall separating it from
the dining room simply didn’t
work for the garrulous Bubert.
“I love to talk, and I work
with the food industry, but
there was no way I could talk
while cooking,” he says.
He started upgrading his
kitchen by stockpiling new
stainless-steel appliances: a
four-burner Thermador cooktop, range and dishwasher,
Bosch double-door refrigerator and a Vent-A-Hood range
hood.
Then he started thinking
about what he really wanted
in his new kitchen: more storage space, better lighting and
access to the dining room.

Above, The Commendatores wanted to
maximize what they could get in their updated
kitchen; they re-used most of their cabinets,
added new appliances, white subway tile for the
backsplash, honed granite for the counter tops,
and, below, a tile panel trim over the cooktop.
On the cover: Mark Bubert opened up his kitchen
to the dining area, and added interior-lit cherry
cabinets, with Rainforest Green polished marble
counters contrasted with pale green glass squares
in the backsplash. The green rustic slate tile floor
ties it all together. Photograph by Dasja Dolan.
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Among Mark Bubert’s favorite features in his new kitchen is a spigot over the
cooktop, as well as the earth tones and green counters, backsplash and floor.

His first choice was cherry cabinets, interior-lit with glass fronts on
the uppers. Then his fiancé chose
rainforest green polished marble for
the counter tops and a green rustic
slate tile for the floor. The backsplash coordinates in pale green,
glass squares.

“If it was me, it’d be all beige and
black,” Bubert says.
Storage is enhanced with pull-out
recycle bins and spice rack, as well
as a drop-down iPod holder with a
kitchen timer and a lazy Susan that
gives him access to a deep corner.
Although Bubert worked without

a designer, he did spend a lot of time
at Home & Garden shows, looking
for gadgets and ideas. Among his
favorites is a spigot over the cooktop
and instant hot water for making
coffee with his French press.
“I’ve got twice as much storage
space now,” he says. He also gained
a few inches of space by replacing
his plaster walls with drywall.
While he was at it, he replaced the
old popcorn ceilings in the living
room with drywall and changed out
a sliding door for an arch.
Pleased as punch with the outcome, Bubert wouldn’t change a
thing. “It came out better than I
expected,” he says, not long after
inviting his neighbors over to enjoy.
Bubert’s neighbor Commendatore
and his wife, Sonia, were also living
with a 1950s kitchen since 1999. But
after their daughter came along last
year, they gave some serious thought
to bringing it into the 21st century.
The Commendatores also have
continued on next page

Everything for your garden and
more! Visit our Garden Center
Come to our
“How to Garden Fair”
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Get your questions answered from
the local experts on how to work
with everything from lighting to
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events by visiting our website.
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continued from previous page
a home in Tahoe. While deciding
where they would ultimately live,
they figured they’d need a “more
presentable kitchen” before they
could consider selling the house.
And their odd-sized oven died.
Commendatore says their goal
was to “get as much value for the
least invested,” which meant he
served as his own general contractor and did his own demolition —
including removing floors, counter
tops and stripping wallpaper.
Beginning a year ago, he replaced
the appliances, meeting the size
requirements with a new GE oven
and gas cooktop, microwave,
side-by-side refrigerator and a
KitchenAid dishwasher.
“We used the original boxes for
99 percent (of the cabinets),” he
says, hiring a cabinet-maker to
create new soft-close drawers and
doors. He figures it would have cost
$7,000 to replace the cabinets completely, and he paid $2,200 for the
new drawers and doors.

A window over the sink was
closed up. Today one looks at a tile
pattern while working at the double
stainless-steel sink.
After researching in stores mainly
in Santa Clara, he chose absoluteblack, honed granite for the counter
tops and white subway tiles for the
backsplash. The floors are large,
mottled brown Italian limestone
tiles, set in a herringbone pattern.
Lighting in both the kitchen and
the living/dining areas was updated
with recessed cams.
The couple drew a lot on friends
in the trades, who moonlighted on
their small job, charging them for
time and materials. That tended
to stretch out the length of the job.
While his neighbor completed his
project in about eight weeks, the
Commendatores’ kitchen took
more than twice that.
Commendatore says he saw the
kitchen remodel as a learning experience, since he and his wife plan
to build a house in Tahoe. He estimates it took him four solid days to

Create yo ur ow n
pr ivate oa sis. ..

do the demolition and probably 40
hours of research to identify appliances and materials.
In the end, he says they “created
a kitchen that people would enjoy
working in.
“If we were staying here forever,
we might have done something
different,” with a bigger budget,
Commendatore says. But, he says,
“We went a long way with it.” h+g
Kitchen No. 1:
Resources:
Building contractor: Alan
Kuykendall, Kuykendall Electric,
Milpitas, 408-262-3715
Granite: All Natural Stone, San
Jose, 408-544-9600, www.allnaturalstone.com
Goal of project:
Create a “social kitchen” and update
appliances
Unanticipated issues:
None
Year home built:
1954

continued on page 26
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We offer three Hunter Douglas shutter
products to choose from: Heritance®
Hardwood Shutters, Palm Beach™
Polysatin Shutters and NewStyle® Hybrid
Shutters with more than 750 design
options between them to customize
your home.

Rebarts Interiors
247 California Dr
Burlingame CA 94010-4112
650-348-1268
rebarts.com

$50 Heritance Classic Colors
REBATE
PER UNIT

Colors: Bright White, Golden Oak, Eggshell,
Linen, Warm Cherry
*Call or visit our showroom for details. Limit one
offer per person.

Copyright© 2008 Hunter Douglas Inc. ® Registered trademark of
Hunter Douglas Inc. ™ Trademark of Hunter Douglas Inc.
20661
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continued from page 24
Size of home:
About 1,800 sq ft
Time to complete:
About 7.5 weeks
Budget:
$36,000, not including appliances

Kitchen No. 2:
Resources:
Plumbing: Barron Park Plumbing, 650-948-7160, www.
barronparksupply.com
Granite: All Natural Stone, San Jose, 408-544-9600,
www.allnaturalstone.com
Granite fabrication: Avalos Marble & Granite - Tile,
Inc., Santa Clara, 408-980-0055, www.avalosmarble.
com
Cabinet maker: Richard Fischer, Eldorado Cabinets,
916-425-5900, edcabinets.com
Contractor/craftsman: Shaun Mcderment, 650-222-5894
Tile installation: De Anza Tile, 650-424-1072, www.
deanzatile.com
Goal of project:
Modernize a 1950s small
galley kitchen
Unanticipated issues:
None
Year home built:
1954

Size of home:
About 1,800 sq ft
Time to complete:
About 4 months
Budget:
$11,000, not including
appliances

Before

After

RESTORE YOUR
OUTDOOR FURNITURE
New powder coating with vinyl strap
or sling replacement.
We can powder coat almost
anything. Wrought iron fences, art,
architectural structures,
automotive parts and more.
Pick up & Delivery available
1090 Shary Circle
Suite C, Concord, CA
1-925-682-4247
www.PatioChairCare.com
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Going native in the garden:
one plant at a time

Amicable companion-planting can cut back on water use overall
by Julie Orr, APLD

S

o you have heard about the
advantages of native plants,
but aren’t inclined to start
over in your entire garden? That’s
OK; you can still enjoy the benefits
even if you introduce natives into
your garden slowly.
Once you see that you can lower
your water usage and maintenance
time, while attracting beneficial
insects, bees and butterflies, you
will start to understand what all the
talk is about.
To begin, choose an area of your
existing garden that has similar sun
and irrigation needs to the native
you have in mind. Good plant
placement takes many requirements into consideration, but
let’s use sun orientation as a basic
guideline.
Full sun: Our native Buckwheat
adds texture, color and attracts
butterflies into your garden. For a
space less than 3 feet wide, try Red
Buckwheat, Erigonum grande rubescens, or for a small yellow mound,
use Shasta Sulphur Buckwheat, E.
umbellatum.
If you like long-lasting purple
flowers, try Verbena. With a hint
of spicy, clove-like fragrance, you’ll
want to place this in an area you
walk by to enjoy the scent. Verbena
lilacina grows about 3 feet tall and
4 feet wide in the garden, but can
also be kept smaller in a container.
Partial sun/shade: For succulent
lovers, try Chalk Dudleya, Dudleya
pulverulenta, nestled among rocks.
It has spectacular stalks of red
flowers that contrast nicely with its
silvery rosette shape. The common
name is also Live Forever because
they are amazingly resilient, making them perfect for beginners.
To give a garden structure and
year-round appeal, nothing beats
Manzanita. Although most are
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Above, Once this home had a totally non-native garden, but over 30 years and
multiple landscaping updates, the garden evolved to all natives. Below, Shasta
Sulphur Buckwheat, California Poppy and Roger’s Red California Grape can all be
enjoyed in a full sun garden.

slow growing, the trade off is that
they are long lived, have beautiful
auburn bark and provide valuable
winter nectar to hummingbirds.
Manzanitas love full sun but will
tolerate partial shade. For a shrub
that can get about 6 feet tall, try
Arctostaphylos ‘Howard McMinn’
or A. edmunsii for a low groundcover. It is tempting to over water
this plant since some of their leaves
may brown naturally. To avoid too
much irrigation, plant a few sacrificial annuals next to your new
Manzanita and when the annuals
show the first sign of leaf wilt, that’s
your cue to water.
Dry shade: Many people have
concerns about planting around
oak trees and for good reason.
Oaks do not tolerate summer irrigation, so it’s especially important
to select natives that are acclimated
to this particular hydrozone. Once
established, you can reduce or stop
irrigation. As a tip, if you install
your oak understory in the fall
before the rains, you’ll have one
season of “free irrigation” under
your belt.
Coral Bells or Heuchera are an
excellent choice for dry-shade

groundcover and will take your
breath away when planted in large
masses. There are many wonderful
hybrids of Heuchera to try. For an
easy-growing choice, use Heuchera
‘Wendy’ with its green leaves, purple veining and tall flower spikes.
This evergreen perennial can also
be enjoyed in shady planters or
window boxes and will attract
hummingbirds.
Our Coastal Wood Fern,
Dryoperteris arguta, is one of the
few ferns that is both droughttolerant and evergreen. Since it
can withstand root competition,
it’s suitable for under trees such as
oak, bay and pine. To keep its lush,

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N

green appearance, simply remove older fronds as they
brown.
Now that you have a few ideas, try them out and see if
you can measure the difference between your native and
non-native plants. You may even wish to keep a garden
journal and note how many hummingbirds, bees and
butterflies you can count or how your irrigation usage
changes over the years.
Also, see for yourself if you are spending less time on
maintenance. No plant is maintenance free. Garden
maintenance is not just pruning and deadheading, but
also fertilizing and removing pests. Many natives will
appreciate a bit of organic compost from time to time
and should be fairly pest-free. If pests do arrive, you can
try biological controls like praying mantises or organic
sprays.
When in doubt, hire an expert. Sometimes a short
consultation with a professional landscape designer will
get you over your initial hurdles and you’ll be going
native in no time. h+g
Note: For free garden ideas and inspiration visit the
Going Native Garden Tour on Sunday, April 17. For
information, visit www.GoingNativeGardenTour.org.
Julie Orr is a landscape designer and member of the
Association of Professional Landscape Designers (APLD)
and the California Native Plant Society (CNPS), who
specializes in designing waterwise, low-maintenance
landscapes, including California native gardens. Call
650-468-8020 or visit www.julieorrdesign.com.
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Mountain View Showroom
633 W Dana St, Mountain View
650.938.8822
Hours: By Appointment only

U Interior Design Services
U Custom Window Coverings
UÊDraperies & Valance Designs

FREE

Installation
with ad

Fremont Showroom
155 Anza St, Fremont
510.623.8822
Hours: Tuesday to Saturday: 10:30 am to 6:00 pm
Other times available by appointment
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Mountain View, CA 94043

2490 Charleston Road
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Visit our Mountain View Showroom to see more than 300 varieties of
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