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THE ART AND SCIENCE
OF REAL ESTATE

BrianChancellor.com     650.303.5511   

Roots in the community?  You betcha. 

There are locals, and then there is the local’s local – which is Brian.
He was raised in Palo Alto, and in turn, is raising his family here as well. 
It’s a deep relationship with the area, as evidenced by Brian’s 25 years 
in real estate on the Peninsula and his role as an active, lifelong 
community volunteer. So it’s no wonder people far and wide look to 
him for his deep local knowledge, expertise, integrity, and network. 
You and Brian Chancellor; it’s an opportunity to grow together.
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Derk Brill
 Wall Street Journal “Top Residential Realtors” in America

M: 650.814.0478
Derk@DerkBrill.com
www.DerkBrill.com
License# 01256035

Thinking of Buying or
Selling in the New Year?

estate market is no secret. Born and raised in 

States. 
 

to end.  
 

market. 
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Why do so many 
sellers and buyers choose Elyse?

650 743 0734
Elyse@ElyseBarca.com

DRE 01006027

Recognized Top Performer 
by Real Trends 2019

Client Endorsement 

In Elyse, we found a gold mind! 
She is sharp and compassionate 

her business. She was our 
cheerleader when we needed 
encouragement, our library when 
we needed information and our 
therapist during the transition.

P.K. - Atherton

+ Sterling professional reputation

+ Savvy negotiator

+

+

+ Home enhancements expert

be
elysebarca

Credentials Matter.
But true success is always 
measured by the client.

SOLD ATHERTON SOLD       MENLO PARK

SOLD PALO ALTO SOLD           REDWOOD CITY

SOLD ATHERTON SOLD       MENLO PARK

SOLD PALO ALTO SOLD           REDWOOD CITY

“

“
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On the cover: Clockwise from top left: Adobe Meadow residents 
Ling Ling Yang, Paula Heegaard and Gunars Bite at Ramos Park 
with their dogs Parker, Nala, Momo, Bella and Thena (photo 
by Veronica Weber); a resident of College Terrace (Weekly file 
photo); Zoe Bender plays at Rinconada Park (Veronica Weber); 
Community Center residents Bruce and Jane Gee (Veronica Weber); 
Lisa Gibson walks her dog, Grover, in the Ventura neighborhood 
(Veronica Weber); a vintage Chevrolet in the Community Center 
neighborhood. (Veronica Weber); Palo Alto Mayor Eric Filseth, left 
center, City Councilwoman Lydia Kou, center left, and other city 
staff ride their bikes on Bike to Work Day (Veronica Weber).

Even on the surface, it’s easy to understand 
why Palo Alto is such a sought-after place to 
live. The city is well known for its tree-lined 

streets and variety of historic architecture, and 
certainly, it’s an understatement to say that word 
has gotten out about its many high-performing 
schools and overall great quality of life.

But to hear residents talk about where they live, 
it becomes abundantly clear that Palo Alto is so 
much more than its reputation as an enclave of 
desirable real estate.

Often residents’ sentiments are similar as they 
describe welcoming communities that are “close-
knit” and “family-friendly,” but how that’s defined 
is truly unique to each neighborhood.

A close-knit neighborhood might mean that 
residents check in on each other when they’re sick 
or share dog-walking duties or that neighbors are 
united by a strong emergency preparedness effort. 
Residents might get to know each other and 
build lasting friendships at regular block parties 
or gatherings for Halloween or Fourth of July. 
“Family-friendly” might mean close to amenities 
like a library or the zoo and it might also mean a 
safe place for kids to ride their bikes — sometimes 
it’s all of the above.

For the 2020 edition of Our Neighborhoods, 
we’re phasing in a new approach. We’re revisiting 
some Palo Alto Weekly feature stories that explore 
how the compassion, ingenuity and community 
spirit of residents brings something special to 
a neighborhood — from the residents who 
came together in Greenmeadow to renovate 
their beloved community center to the regular 
charitable clothing donation drives organized by 
a Duveneck/St. Francis resident. Several stories 
look at the bonds formed by local, independent 
businesses that focus on helping to build 
community, from a new sewing studio in Barron 
Park to a musical instrument store that’s become 
an institution in Ventura.

Maps of the city show the location of each 
neighborhood. Fact boxes provide information 
about schools, shopping, parks, libraries, fire 
stations and other nearby amenities.

You can download neighborhood maps or learn 
about other Midpeninsula neighborhoods not 
in this book by visiting paloaltoonline.com/real_
estate. Neighborhoods in Atherton, Los Altos, Los 
Altos Hills, Mountain View, Menlo Park, Portola 
Valley and Woodside are also profiled there.

 — Heather Zimmerman, Home and Real Estate Editor 

Veronica W
eber

Two-year-old Gwennyth Wallace gets a hearty 
push from mom Cheryll Go while the two play 
at Johnson Park. 

A bicyclist rides along the bike boulevard on 
Bryant Street in Old Palo Alto. 

Christophe Haubursin

PALO ALTO WEEKLY  |  2020 EDITIONOUR
NEIGHBORHOODS Palo Alto
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1.  Downtown North
2.  Crescent Park
3.  University South
4.  Professorville
5.  Community Center
6.  Duveneck/St. Francis
7.  Triple El
8.  Embarcadero Oaks
9.  Leland Manor
10.  Garland Park
11.  Old Palo Alto
12.  Southgate
13.  Evergreen Park
14.  College Terrace
15.  Mayfield
16.  Ventura
17.  Midtown
18.  Palo Verde
19.  St. Claire Gardens

20.  South of Midtown
21.  Adobe Meadow
22. Meadow Park
23.  Charleston Gardens
24.  The Greenhouse
25.  Greendell
26.  San Alma
27.  Greenmeadow
28.  Walnut Grove
29.  Fairmeadow
30.  Charleston Meadows
31.  Monroe Park
32.  Palo Alto Orchards
33.  Barron Park
34.  Green Acres
35.  Greater Miranda
36.  Esther Clark Park
37.  Palo Alto Hills

PALO ALTO NEIGHBORHOODS
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OUR SELLERS SAVE MORE WITH THE 3% ETHICAL MODEL*

2017: 22 out of 59 listings paid 3% 2018: 23 out of 46 listings paid 3%

®

THE DELEON TEAM –  THE #1 TEAM IN THE NATION.*

DeLeon Realty
REDEFINING THE REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Palo Alto |  Menlo Park |  Atherton |  Los Altos |  Los Altos Hi l ls
Portola Val ley |   Mountain View |  Sunnyvale |  Redwood City |  Woodside

2017

37%

* When a DeLeon listing agent receives an offer from a DeLeon buyer agent, DeLeon Realty 
will waive 100% of the buyer’s side commission if the offer is accepted.

At DeLeon Realty, we are not commission-driven 

sales people who are merely looking to maximize 

our own interests. Rather, we take steps to eliminate 

the doubt out of the seller’s mind and demonstrate 

our loyalty. We believe that this policy is a major step 

buyers represented by DeLeon Realty. 

Contact us to learn more about our 3% ethical model 

and what makes us the #1 choice in Silicon Valley.

2018

50%

*As ranked by REAL Trends 2019 Team Volume list. Published in the Wall Street Journal in June 2019.

michael@deleonrealty.com | www.deleonrealty.com | DeLeon Realty, Inc. |  DRE #01903224
Michael Repka, Managing Broker, DRE #01854880 | 650.900.7000

All DeLeon Palo Alto Listings
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PALO ALTO 258 HIGH STREET (650) 323-1900  –  LOS ALTOS 467 1ST STREET #200 (650) 947-2900
LOS GATOS // LOS GATOS NORTH POINT // WILLOW GLEN // SANTA CRUZ // APTOS

CHRIS TRAPANI
CEO & FOUNDER

RYAN IWANAGA
EXECUTIVE VP &

CO-FOUNDER

OWEN HALLIDAY
LOS ALTOS

SALES MANAGER

BRIAN CHANCELLOR
PALO ALTO

SALES MANAGER
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May the warmth of the holidays be 
with you throughout the year 
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Downtown North

Tricia Dolkas moved to Palo Alto’s 
Downtown North neighborhood 30 years 
ago as a student at Stanford University 

and is lucky enough to have married and even 
raised her children there. 

She was drawn to the “many different things” 
the neighborhood has to offer, including its 
proximity to University Avenue and its history 
as one of the oldest neighborhoods in Palo Alto.

Downtown North is located between between 
San Francisquito Creek and University Avenue, 
and Alma Street and Middlefield Road. It 
was originally Palo Alto’s first working-class 
neighborhood, according to Dolkas. In the more 
recent past, it was a popular neighborhood for 
graduate students since it’s so close to Stanford. 
Today, however, Downtown North is largely 
comprised of families and young working 
professionals.

Dolkas and her husband, who raised their 
now college-aged kids in the neighborhood, live 
near Johnson Park on Everett Avenue. Growing 
up in Downtown North shaped her children’s 
childhoods, Dolkas said. 

“I was part of the group of neighbors that 
helped the city when they built (Johnson) Park, 
which was in ‘84 or ‘86,” Dolkas said. “The kids 
very much identify with the park, which is right 
across the street — and growing up, that was a 
really cool thing for them.”

Elaine Uang, who has lived in Downtown 
North for the last 6 1/2 years with her husband 
and two young daughters, moved to the 
neighborhood from downtown Mountain View, 
which “didn’t have the same atmosphere,” she 
said. 

“I love that everything is so close. We can 
just walk out if we need to run an errand, and 
sometimes for special occasions, we can go get 
breakfast and come back in time for work and 
school,” Uang said, adding that her daughters 
“have a good sense of where everything is” as a 
result.

Uang and her husband bought their house 
so they could be close to downtown Palo Alto, 
she said, noting that her family’s favorite places 
to frequent on University Avenue include Cafe 
Venetia and the Stanford Theatre. 

Uang, an architect who bikes to work on High 
Street each morning, said another one of the 
reasons her family moved to Downtown North 
was that “the bike infrastructure” in Palo Alto 
“was better than anywhere else at the time,” but 
that it could use some updating now.

“I would love for the city to prioritize bike 
infrastructure and make it safer to use it as a 
transport option,” she said. “Living here should 
allow us to go about our daily lives in a healthier 
way and a greener way.”

Peak-hour commute traffic that runs through 
the neighborhood has been an issue for its 
residents. The city put in traffic controls and 
implemented a parking permit program to 
mitigate the effects of both rush-hour traffic 
and nonresident workers parking in the 

neighborhood. The traffic controls “have been a 
positive change,” said Dolkas, who described the 
previous traffic conditions as “very dangerous.”

Neilson Buchanan, a 25-year resident of 
Downtown North, said before the parking 
permits were implemented, “commercial 
parking flowed in like a tide: coming in in the 
morning, and going out at night.” 

In Buchanan’s time living in the 
neighborhood, where his daughter also lives 
with her husband and their two sons, Palo 
Alto has remained largely the same — a hub 
of people and business. Buchanan moved to 
Downtown because, in some ways, it reminded 
him of Greenwich Village in New York, near 
where he had been stationed in the Navy. He 
liked the mix of homes and businesses, he said, 
but sees the need for a diversification of retail 
and restaurants, perhaps replacing some of 
the large corporate businesses and banks on 
University Avenue.

“There aren’t people living here to support 
retail and other services,” he said. “You can’t 
run, for example, a Moroccan kitchen with 
native chefs paying Manhattan-level prices to 
live nearby.”

Uang also expressed a desire to see a wider 
range of eateries on University Avenue, but 
said in general, “the neighborhood is really 
great,” and that there have been a couple new 
establishments that have “popped up in the last 
year.” 

Though Downtown North is one of Palo Alto’s 
most popular neighborhoods, there is a fair 
amount of turnover among residents, which 
Uang attributes to housing costs.

“There is some amount of transience, because 
families are unable to buy in and become a 
deeper part of the community here,” she said. “I 
would love it if there were ways that people like 
early childhood educators and librarians and 

nurses (could find affordable housing options 
here).”

She pointed to the cost of living in the 
neighborhood as a potential deterrent, and said 
she sometimes receives inquiries regarding 
affordable housing in Downtown North. 
However, the existing community is full of 
“people who are fantastic, intelligent and really 
nice.

“We have great parks, a great walkable 
neighborhood, and a lot of really interesting 
people who still live here,” she said. “On 
the whole, new families that I meet on the 
playground are happy and excited to be here. 
They see the amazing wealth of resources and 
opportunities and fun things to do, and that’s 
what makes the neighborhood great.” 

 — Sarah Klearman, 2018

FACTS
LOCATION: Between San Francisquito Creek and 
University Avenue, Alma Street and Middlefield Road

CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS Discovery Children’s 
House Montessori, 437 Webster St.; Downtown 
Children’s Center, 555 Waverley St.; First School, 625 
Hamilton Ave.

FIRE STATIONS: No. 1, 301 Alma St.

LIBRARY: Downtown branch, 270 Forest Ave.

PARKS: Cogswell Plaza, Lytton Avenue between 
Ramona and Bryant Streets; El Camino Park, 100 
El Camino Real; El Palo Alto Park, Alma Street at El 
Camino Real; Hopkins Creekside Park, Palo Alto Avenue 
from El Camino Road to Middlefield Road; Johnson 
Park, Everett Avenue and Waverley Street

POST OFFICE: Hamilton, 380 Hamilton Ave.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Addison Elementary School, 
Greene Middle School, Palo Alto High School

SHOPPING: University Avenue, Stanford Shopping 
Center

Veronica W
eber
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LEADERS

LEANNAH HUNT (650) 475-2030
LHUNT@SERENOGROUP.COM

L AUREL HUNT ROBINSON (650) 269-7266
L AUREL@SERENOGROUP.COM 

1% For Good
committee lead

momTWIN-BOY

is UNIQUE 
SINCERE EMPATHY 
for all of our clients

& we show

WWW.LEANNAHANDLAUREL.COM

PTA
influential
DETERMINED

 INSIGHTFUL

LEANNAH LAUREL

INDUSTRY

INTEGRITY
with

EXPERIENCE
& VALUES

dynamic duo
REALTORS®

DRE# 01009791 & 01747147

  OLD
PALO ALTO

residents
of
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Crescent Park

Raluca Perkins, a resident of Crescent 
Park neighborhood, and her friend 
Elodie Bottine of Menlo Park, have 

launched a smartphone application to help 
their neighbors build community. MyNabes 
links people together in real time without 
the bother of annoying advertising plugs and 
negative comments found on other social-
networking sites, she said.

Two years ago, Bottine set out to build her 
own neighborhood social-networking phone 
application. The free neighborhood app lets 
people connect through 19 categories, from 
sports to playdates, volunteer opportunities and 
tool sharing to “need it now” for immediate 
needs, such as a cup of sugar. The new app 
launched in October 2019.

“We wanted a tool to connect neighbors to 
each other, one where people can’t bash each 
other. When communities work together and 
help each other out, it is the best way to create 
a social bond for all generations, and that is our 
future,” Perkins said.

On MyNabes, users have to private message 
with a neighbor when they want to reply to a 
posting.

Those making a request, post what they 
want under one of the app’s categories: 
Loan of tools or objects, Playdates, Need a 
hand/DIY, Sport-partners, Pets, Groceries, 
Donate/exchange, Meeting with neighbors, 
Babysitters, Carpool, Request advice, Events 
and celebrations, Teaching/coaching, 
Volunteers, Courtesy visits, Garage sale, 
Computer and Web, Daily help/work and 
Need it now.

After making a request through a short post 
under a specific category, a user can also decide 
the urgency of his/her request by choosing 
either “now,” “whenever” or by a specified date. 
Users can also choose who will see the post by 
selecting “just your street,” “your neighborhood” 
or “your nearby neighborhood.”

Lastly, posters choose how they want to 
compensate someone for the favor by selecting 
one of six reward categories. Compensation 
can be a simple thank you, sharing fruits or 
vegetables, exchanges of items or errands, a 
drink, homemade cooking or money. Neighbors 
who receive the request can respond through a 
private message.

The “need it now” category is kind of an SOS 
catch-all, and one Perkins said she relates to.

“I was at home and the fire alarm started 
ringing,” Perkins said, recalling a frantic moment 
when the children were at home and she couldn’t 
leave the house. Using the app, she could have 
quickly borrowed a battery from a neighbor to 
end the noise, she said.

The same goes for a badly needed wrench 
while in the midst of a plumbing project or those 
two eggs that are so desperately needed while in 
the middle of a recipe.

Need a quart of milk and it’s rush hour? One 
post under the groceries category could save a 
trip if a neighbor is already at the store.

Perkins and Bottine say the app can help 
save on trips, thus being more environmentally 
responsible. Instead of purchasing a tool one 
only needs to use a couple of times a year, the 
app lets neighbors share with each other.

The categories also offer opportunities to 

check on an elderly or sick neighbor. Retired 
neighbors can connect with younger ones 
when they volunteer skills, such as tutoring 
or woodworking, Bottine said. Perkins said 
she met with some of her neighbors on her 
street to discuss what they’d like to see in a 
neighborhoods app. The categories align with 
their suggestions.

“Our goal is to bring a social bond between all 
generations,” Bottine added.

How to engage the new population of 
immigrants is a frequent lament among 
neighborhood associations. Perkins, a native of 
Romania, said MyNabes helps new eliminate 
social and cultural differences for new 
immigrants and could make it easier to connect.

“Everybody comes from a different way to 
approach people. This app offers a way for 
people who don’t connect by knocking on doors 
and who don’t want to bother other people 
to reach people. It’s bringing knocking on 
neighbor’s doors (for a cup of sugar) back into 
the modern age.”

The MyNabes app is downloadable on 
GooglePlay and the App Store. 

— Sue Dremann, 2019

NEIGHBORHOOD AT A GLANCE
FIRE STATION: No. 3, 799 Embarcadero Road

LIBRARY: Rinconada Library, 1213 Newell Road

LOCATION: bounded by San Francisquito Creek, Newell 
Road, Channing Avenue and Middlefield Road

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Crescent Park 
Neighborhood Association

PARKS: Eleanor Pardee Park, 851 Center Drive; Hopkins 
Creekside Park along Palo Alto Avenue

POST OFFICES: Hamilton, 380 Hamilton Ave.; Main, 
2085 E. Bayshore Road

PRIVATE SCHOOLS: St. Elizabeth Seton School, 1095 
Channing Ave.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Duveneck Elementary School, 
Greene Middle School, Palo Alto High School

SHOPPING (NEARBY): The Willows Market, 60 
Middlefield Road, Menlo Park; University Avenue in 
downtown Palo Alto; Edgewood Plaza Shopping Center

WHAT NEIGHBORS SAY: “The beauty, the 
architecture and the trees are what attracted us to the 
neighborhood as well as kept us here for 30 years.”  
— Bob Wenzlau

“If you go out and walk your dog, you will meet 
everybody. It is a very friendly place.” — Connie Linton

KEY ISSUES: Periodic flooding. Though “there 
are many spots on Crescent Park not in the flood 
zone,” said Connie Linton, a local Realtor, flooding 
has prevented “McMansions” from sprouting up, as 
speculative developers cannot build large houses with a 
basement in a flood zone.

FAMOUS RESIDENTS AND OTHER CLAIMS TO 
FAME: The neighborhood is known for its Spanish 
Colonial streetscapes largely attributable to famed 
20th-century architect Birge Clark and it’s also the 
home of Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg.

M
agali G

authier

Raluca Perkins, left, and Elodie Bottine created the MyNabes app to help build community.

Mobile networking app brings residents together

IN THE  
SPOTLIGHT
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University South

If Palo Alto is known as the hometown of 
Silicon Valley, then the University South 
neighborhood is its birthplace. Transistor 

inventor William Bradford Shockley, amplifier 
inventor Lee de Forest, and of course Bill Hewlett 
and David Packard all lived within the few 
blocks bounded by Homer Avenue, Alma Street, 
Embarcadero Road and Waverley Street. 

Now the neighborhood is home to a diversity 
of residents, from longtime Palo Altans to 
newcomers, attracted to its close proximity to 
University Avenue, as well as a library, grocery 
store, City Hall, and even a history museum. 

Dave Bubenik, who with his wife has lived 
in the area for over 20 years, has watched the 
neighborhood develop. In the 1990s, when he 
first moved in, “it was mostly an older person’s 
neighborhood.”

Now, with Heritage Park, built after the 
departing Palo Alto Medical Foundation was 
replaced by single-family homes, Bubenik has 
a different view. “From my front porch I see 
the whole United Nations of people going by 
— different languages, different skin colors — 
everything is right there in this neighborhood,” he 
said.

Longtime resident Richard Brand, who 
technically lives on the edge of University South 
and Professorville but considers himself a resident 
of both neighborhoods, agreed that the increasing 
number of children and diversity has energized 
the community.

“Now, the neighborhood is bursting at the 
seams with children,” he said. “I think that is the 
biggest change energizing the neighborhood for 
sure.”

Despite the benefits of population increase, 
Brand said there have been drawbacks. “When 
we moved in, it was a quiet neighborhood. It has 
become a bit frenetic. It’s become much more 
noisy Monday through Friday,” Brand said.

The noise can largely be attributed to the 
development of office buildings in downtown 
Palo Alto, which in turn means more traffic and 
parking issues. The city has attempted to solve 
this by approving a parking-permit program for 
drivers who stay longer than 2 hours.

“The software revolution has created a lot more 
jobs. Most people who have those jobs don’t live 
here. So there’s a lot of parking problems,” Brand 
said.

Bubenik tolerates the traffic and noise, which he 
said is partially caused because the neighborhood 
has two busy one-way streets, but says that the city 
has plans to put in a bike boulevard to deter traffic. 
“If you don’t like noise, this is not a good place to 
be.”

Palo Alto City Hall is located inside the 
University South neighborhood, a fact that 
residents use to their advantage. Community 
members are among the most politically active in 
Palo Alto, using their proximity to turn plans for 
office buildings into Heritage Park and to prevent 
the building of an 18-story hospital in the area. 

“If there’s a threat, then we band together and go 
talk to the council,” Brand said.

University South is one of few Palo Alto 
neighborhoods that can boast that it is home to 
a museum: the Museum of American Heritage. 
American Heritage museum executive director 
Allison Wong said the museum’s approach is 
to partner with a lot of different nonprofits to 
help the community. The museum gets about 
25,000 visitors a year. Being in the University 
South neighborhood comes with a variety of 
advantages.

“We are in a community and are not 
surrounded by an industrial area, so a lot of our 
visitors come by randomly,” she said. “What is 
advantageous is that we’re close to downtown — 
it’s what gives people something to do. They can 
go get food and then come to our museum and 
vice versa.”

Overall, Bubenik values the neighborhood 
for its liveliness, diversity and history. With its 
placement a close walk from downtown, he finds 
no end to things to do.

“Everything’s so handy,” he said. “It’s lively — 

and I like lively. You see a lot of people—lot of 
different kinds. Something’s always happening.” 

 — Elinor Aspegren, 2017 

FACTS
CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Addison Kids’ Club, 
650 Addison Ave.; Downtown Palo Alto KinderCare, 
848 Ramona St.; First School, 625 Hamilton Ave.; The 
Learning Center, 459 Kingsley Ave. 

FIRE STATION: No. 1, 301 Alma St. 

LIBRARY: Downtown branch, 270 Forest Ave. 

LOCATION: bounded by Homer Avenue, Alma Street, 
Embarcadero and Middlefield roads

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Elaine Meyer, 
650-325-8057

PARKS: Scott Park, Scott Street and Channing Avenue; 
Palo Alto Heritage Park, Homer Avenue and Waverley 
Street

POST OFFICE: Hamilton, 380 Hamilton Ave. 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Addison Elementary School, 
Greene Middle School, Palo Alto High School

SHOPPING: University Avenue, Town & Country Village

Veronica W
eber
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/  359 Embarcadero 

/  712 Waverly 

/  555 Byron 

/  627 Lytton

Representing 
some of the most 
distinguished 
properties in 
Palo Alto

Bay Area Leading 100
The Top Performers in Real Estate 
REAL Trends 2019

650.465.5971 
monica@monicacorman.com 
DRE 01111473

MON ICA 
C OR M A N

650.823.8212 
mandy@mandymontoya.com 
DRE 01911643

M A N DY 
MON TOYA
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Professorville

As one of the most highly sought-
after neighborhoods in Palo Alto, 
Professorville continues to expand 

for real estate purposes to attract buyers, but 
not every resident is happy about including 
adjacent areas into their historic district.

Originally defined by a small cluster of homes 
on Lincoln and Kingsley avenues as well as 
the intersecting blocks of Bryant, Ramona and 
Emerson streets, Professorville, named after 
the Stanford professors who chose to reside 
there, and its historic district, has grown to 
include Waverley Street to the east side of 
Cowper Street. These sections were added 
to the community in 1979 and 1993. More 
recently, and likely due to Realtors cashing in 
on its reputation, Professorville is now referred 
to as the section of homes between Addison 
Avenue, Webster Street, Embarcadero Road and 
Emerson Street. 

“It might seem that living in a historic district 
should add some sort of distinction,” said 
Barbara Wallace, whose Professorville home 
has been in her family since it was constructed 
in 1896. “But, in fact, the rocketing value of 
the land and houses can put preservation into 
conflict with the preferences of homeowners 
with big budgets to substantially alter their 
new homes. Because Palo Alto does not have 
enforceable protections for Professorville — it 
takes advisory action on exterior changes — the 
district continues to see occasional demolitions, 
relocations of houses on their lots and 
replication rather than preservation of exterior 
elements.”

Many houses within the historic district 
have elements no longer used in modern 

construction, — features that have historical 
value and add to the neighborhood’s 
desirability—including paneling, trim and 
other fixtures that could be retained when 
modernizing the interior or exterior of a home.

Homes are often shingled, with large bungalow-
style porches that wrap around the front of the 
homes. Lots can be small, with cottage-style 
homes, or larger with two-story Craftsman or 
farmhouse style homes set on them.

“I am thrilled when neighbors value the 
historic district they choose to join and find 
ways to live in their houses, or rehabilitate 
them, while striving to preserve historic fabric,” 
she said, adding that an appreciation for 
Professorville’s history and origin is becoming 
muddled with each change. 

“The physical Professorville is changing 
rapidly as new residents adapt old houses to 
new times,” she said. “Many homeowners 
appreciate the historic architecture and the 
connection to early Stanford and early Palo 
Alto, when resident faculty members joined 
other Palo Altans in organizing their city and 
schools. Nowadays, a sale often precedes a 
lengthy period of construction, commonly 
including interior remodeling, window 
replacement, additional living space, and 
basement excavation. Such changes may satisfy 
the owner’s desires but argue with the historic 
integrity of the district.”

Despite its internal controversy, Wallace 
said she’s lucky to live within the “dynamic 
neighborhood,” noting the long-term 
friendships of some residents and recent block 
parties on Scott Street and Lincoln Avenue. 
“We appreciate city support for these events 

organized by enterprising residents,” she said. 
“The student residents of 160 Lincoln brought 
together people who had lived near each other 
for years without meeting.”

Thirty-two-year resident Perry Irvine lives in 
one of Professorville’s early-expansion areas and 
was originally drawn to the neighborhood due 
to its proximity to his work and Palo Alto High 
School—where his children were attending 
at the time. He believes the community’s 
proximity to downtown, shopping, public 
transportation and schools are just a few of the 
reasons the area has become desirable, despite 
the busyness of Waverley Street. “Different 
architectural styles and older homes,” he said, 
are part of Professorville’s charm, but while 
its unique features have made Professorville 
an attractive neighborhood for buyers and 
investors, the current real estate market has 
made it prohibitive toward many buyers. 

“Palo Alto and especially the older parts, are 
coveted, being close to most of what Palo Alto 
has to offer, including excellent schools,” he said. 
“The major problem, as I see it, is that the cost 
of housing limits the potential purchasers.”

Both Irvine and Wallace have noticed a 
handful of younger families moving into the 
area. “It is now lively with children, as it was in 
the earliest days, when the original families built 
the neighborhood, and as it was in the 1950s and 
‘60s, when booming families found affordable 
houses,” Wallace said. “I see families with young 
children at Heritage Park. When the adjacent 
Palo Alto History Museum opens in the old Palo 
Alto Clinic, another fantastic resource will be a 
short walk from Professorville.” 

 — Melissa McKenzie, 2018

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY) Addison 
Kids’ Club, 650 Addison Ave.; Downtown Palo Alto 
KinderCare, 848 Ramona St.; The Learning Center, 
459 Kingsley Ave.; Downtown Children’s Center, 555 
Waverley St., Discovery Children’s House, 437 Webster 
St.; Duveneck Kids’ Club, 705 Alester Ave.

FIRE STATION, No. 1, 301 Alma St., (Station No. 3, at 
799 Embarcadero Road, is under construction as of fall 
2019)

LIBRARY: Downtown branch, 270 Forest Ave.

LOCATION: Bounded by Addison Avenue, Webster 
Street, Embarcadero Road and Emerson Street.

PARKS: Scott Street Mini Park, Scott Street and 
Channing Avenue; Heritage Park, Homer Avenue and 
Waverley Street.

POST OFFICE: Hamilton, 380 Hamilton Ave.

PRIVATE SCHOOLS (NEARBY): Castilleja School, 
1310 Bryant St. 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Addison Elementary School, 
Greene Middle School, Palo Alto High School

SHOPPING: University Avenue; Town and Country 
Village

Photo courtesy of Federica A
rm

strong

Professorville resident Claire Lauing cooks chicken fajitas that will be served during the annual 
block party. 
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Community Center

Scattered with parks, tennis courts and 
even a children’s library and zoo, Palo 
Alto’s Community Center neighborhood 

has it all. 
“Everything you pay extra for living in Palo 

Alto is across the street,” said Peter Allen, the 
neighborhood association president. “It’s a very 
walkable neighborhood and as such, one gets to 
know a lot of your fantastic neighbors.”

The Lucie Stern Community Center, Palo 
Alto Junior Museum and Zoo, a performing 
arts theater and the Rinconada Pool are all in 
the relatively small neighborhood that’s home 
to about 2,000 people. A new and improved zoo 
will open in 2020, as the Palo Alto City Council 
recently approved a plan to rebuild and expand it.

These amenities drew more families to the 
neighborhood in recent years, said Allen, who 
lives on Hopkins Avenue across from the 19-acre 
Rinconada Park. The park is Palo Alto’s second 
oldest park, having been established in 1922.

When Allen first moved to the neighborhood 
in 1990 there were not many children. 

“Soon there were 10 per block,” he said. 
“Who can blame families?” The neighborhood’s 
Walter Hays Elementary School is consistently 
ranked near the top of California’s about 5,000 
elementary schools.

For shopping, The Market in Edgewood 
Plaza opened this past winter and is supplying 
neighbors with a closer spot to pick up groceries. 

Real estate wise, home styles are all over the 
map, said Julie O’Grady, who lives on Walter 

Hays Drive. O’Grady grew up in Palo Alto. She 
said her neighborhood has Victorians, Mission-
style homes and more.

Many of the neighborhood’s small bungalow 
homes that were built as second homes for 
early-20th-century San Franciscans escaping 
the summer fog have made way for bigger 
homes.

Allen’s neighbor, Lois Hall, said her husband 
called the change years ago when they built 
their newer, larger house. 

“We were the first new house in many years,” 
said Hall, 93, who moved to the neighborhood 
in 1969. “Everyone was delighted to see a new 
house being built. It was quite an event.”

The bungalows are almost all gone now, she 
said.

“The whole neighborhood has grown up 
that way,” said Hall, who enjoys twice-daily 
walks in the park. She describes the tree-lined 
neighborhood as very pleasant, with a lot of 
very friendly people.

The neighborhood, along with Palo Alto, 
has changed wealth-wise, O’Grady said. The 
average home in Community Center was worth 
about $4.3 million this past October, according 
to online real estate database company Zillow.

“When we grew up in Palo Alto, you wouldn’t 
know who was wealthy and who wasn’t,” she 
said. “You can definitely see the wealth (now).”

Despite the changes, the neighborhood still 
has the feeling of old Palo Alto, said O’Grady. 
Neighbors are low key and environmentally 

conscious, with many of them known to drive 
Priuses and recycle, she said.

“You don’t have to be dressed to the nines,” she 
said.

To add to the community feel, the 
neighborhood has a longtime annual Labor Day 
block party. There are also summer concerts in 
the park, art festivals and more. 

 — Angela Swartz, 2018 

FACTS
CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Walter Hays Kids’ 
Club, 1525 Middlefield Road

FIRE STATION: Station No. 3, at 799 Embarcadero 
Road, is under construction as of fall 2019

LIBRARY: Rinconada Library, 1213 Newell Road; 
Children’s Library, 1276 Harriet St.

LOCATION: bounded by Middlefield Road, Channing 
Avenue, Newell Road and Embarcadero Road

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Peter Allen, 
pma94301@comcast.net

PARK: Rinconada Park, 777 Embarcadero Road

POST OFFICE: Main, 2085 E. Bayshore Road; 
Hamilton, 380 Hamilton Ave.

PRIVATE SCHOOL: St. Elizabeth Seton School, 1095 
Channing Ave.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Addison, Duveneck and Walter 
Hays elementary schools, Greene Middle School, Palo 
Alto High School

SHOPPING: Midtown, Downtown Palo Alto, 
Embarcadero Center. 

Veronica W
eber
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Providing Exceptional Service to Clients on the  

Here’s a sample of a few recent transactions.

COLLEEN FORAKER
Realtor®   DRE#: 01349099

650.380.0085

colleen.foraker@compass.com

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of 
subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by 
Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended 
for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been 
verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement 
is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate. 
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Duveneck-St. Francis

When Duveneck/St. Francis 
neighborhood resident Lenore Cymes 
sends an email asking for clothing or 

toy donations to help residents in nearby East 
Palo Alto, her neighbors respond by the boxes 
and bagfuls.

For five years, whenever the call has gone out, 
three times a year, Cymes finds her home filled 
with pants, hats, dresses, blouses, shoes and 
other clothes that residents of her neighborhood 
and the adjacent Crescent Park mine from their 
closets and garages. Cymes sorts and packs the 
clothing and arranges for delivery to Ecumenical 
Hunger Program, located at 2411 Pulgas Ave. in 
East Palo Alto.

Items are sorted into various piles, some left 
neatly and thoughtfully folded, others stuffed 
into bags and boxes. Folding tables, labeled 

according to gender or age, helped her stay 
organized: men, women, toddler and infant, 
boys, girls, shoes and linens, sheets, sleeping 
bags, blankets and throws.

The November collection always includes 
items to be used as holiday presents, such as 
“toys and books for kids who would otherwise 
possibly get nothing,” Cymes said.

Ecumenical Hunger Program assists local 
families and individuals in East Palo Alto, Menlo 
Park and surrounding communities who are 
experiencing economic and personal difficulty. 
The nonprofit agency provides food, clothing, 
furniture, household essentials, support and 
advocacy so that people can regain stability.

Cymes adopted the organization because it 
treats its clients with dignity and doesn’t sell 
the donations, she said. She noted it has a high 
rating as a charity and “everything is free to their 
clients,” she said.

Cymes stepped forward more than five years 
ago after a neighbor asked via email where 
to donate used items, and another neighbor 
suggested the East Palo Alto nonprofit. Because 
Ecumenical Hunger Program is only open on 
weekdays, working neighbors could not get to 
the nonprofit with their donations. Cymes, who 
is retired, volunteered to collect and deliver the 
clothing.

“I get a big thank you for doing it,” she said of 
neighbors’ responses, but she eschews any focus 
on her own good deeds.

“What matters is the neighborhood 
involvement. Without them this wouldn’t 
happen. When the word goes out, the 
neighborhood comes forward.”

Cymes, who is a Palo Alto Community 
Emergency Response Team volunteer, also 
has initiated donation drives after catastrophic 
events around the world: Hurricane Katrina in 
2005; the 2007 Peruvian earthquake and 2013’s 
Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines.

The 2014 King Fire in Pollock Pines, 
California, netted two large truckloads of items.

“A little old lady in her 80s knocked on my 
door who was holding a blanket. She said, ‘This 
is my baby quilt. I’m finally willing to give it up,’” 
Cymes recalled. Cymes added a note with the 
woman’s story to the blanket, to bring comfort to 
the recipient.

“My sense of human nature here is there really 
is a very generous spirit in this community. With 
everybody leading really busy lives, you ask and 
they (still) help,” she said.

Because of the high participation rate of 
Duveneck/St. Francis and Crescent Park residents, 
Cymes isn’t looking to take donations from other 
neighborhoods. Instead, she encourages people 
to start their own neighborhood drives. It is easy 
to do, she emphasized. It takes just a little time to 
organize — in her case about 15 or less hours per 
drive, she said.

“People don’t realize how much their stuff is 
needed,” she said

 “It’s the easiest good deed you can do. It 
sounds overwhelming until you get started. I can 
certainly help you get started,” Cymes said. 

— Sue Dremann, 2019  

NEIGHBORHOOD AT A GLANCE
CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Duveneck Kids’ 
Club, 705 Alester Ave.

FIRE STATION: No. 3, 799 Embarcadero Road

LIBRARY: Rinconada Library, 1213 Newell Road

LOCATION: bounded by San Francisquito Creek, 
Oregon Expressway, Greer Road, Embarcadero Road 
and Newell Road

PARKS (NEARBY): Eleanor Pardee Park, 851 Center 
Drive; Rinconada Park, 777 Embarcadero Road; 
Duveneck Elementary School 705 Alester Ave.

POST OFFICE: Main, 2085 E. Bayshore Road

PRIVATE SCHOOLS (NEARBY): International School 
of the Peninsula, 151 Laura Lane; St. Elizabeth Seton, 
1095 Channing Ave.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Duveneck Elementary School, 
Greene Middle School, Palo Alto High School

SHOPPING: Edgewood Shopping Center; University 
Avenue

WHAT NEIGHBORS SAY: “We wanted to be in a 
neighborhood with lots of trees and streets that were 
safe enough to ride bikes.” — Linda Henigin 

“I personally treasure the community because of all of 
the nice people that are in it. People are just so friendly 
and supportive.” — Jeff Levinsky

BEST-KEPT SECRET: “The friendliness of people at the 
Market at Edgewood. It makes you feel like in an old 
time neighborhood store,” Henigin said. “They watch 
out for the kids in the neighborhood.”

Veronica W
eber

Veronica W
eber

Neighbors galvanized to help the needy

Lenore Cymes sorts donated clothes and toys left by neighbors and places them into bags for the 
Ecumenical Hunger Program. 

IN THE  
SPOTLIGHT
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Born and raised in Palo Alto,  

third-generation Palo Altan,  

second-generation Realtor, 

community volunteer.

Carolyn still works by her 

father’s guiding principles.

A Local with  
Deep Roots in the Community
No one knows your neighborhood like a native.

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. 
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. 
License Number 01079009.

CAROLYN AARTS KEDDINGTON
Realtor®   DRE#: 01490400
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“I wouldn’t expect anyone to have 
any kind of problems and not end 
up getting full support from the 

community,” said Jon Baum, a resident of Palo 
Alto’s Triple El neighborhood since 1971. 

“It’s not as prestigious as Old Palo Alto. And 
certainly everybody’s their own individual, but 
at the same time it’s a really serious community 
in terms of people being there for each other 
and knowing each other.”

The neighborhood is named after three 
residential streets — Elsinore Drive, Elsinore 
Court and El Cajon — between North 
California Avenue and Oregon Expressway and 
by Louis and Greer roads. Its sinuous streets are 
lined with Modesto ash and Chinese elm trees 
and comprise 68 homes; most are Eichlers built 
rapidly in the post-war era. 

A single-story mandate is a point of pride 
for most residents. According to Stew Plock 
(Triple El’s unofficial mayor), “Eight years ago, 
somebody wanted to build a second story,” 
he recalled. Although the city allowed that, 
covenants in the deeds prohibited building a 
second story. It took a vote by residents, who 
achieved a supermajority of 70 percent, to create 
a single-story overlay, officially prohibiting any 
second-story construction in the subdivision.

Plock and Baum agree that the legal motions 
helped draw the community together: “Around 
Memorial Day we get as many neighbors for a 
potluck in this corner of the horseshoe. There’s 
a slight fee collected to cover the cost of putting 
that on, and with whatever’s left over, we get 
together around Labor Day and have an ice 
cream social.” 

Ed Yao and Amy Yang, who moved into the 
neighborhood in 2006, learned to love the 
relatively small size inherent to Eichler designs. 
“Once you move into one of these homes and 
you see all the lighting you get inside, and the 
openness of these Eichler designs ... you realize 
that’s part of the value, not having somebody 

towering over you,” Ed said.
Like many neighbors-to-be, they had been 

invited to the neighborhood’s gatherings before 
moving in. “Obviously we know the people 
around us the best, but it is quite astounding 
how many people we do know in these couple 
of streets here, in the Triple El neighborhood,” 
he said. 

 — Pierre Bienaimé, 2014

Triple El

FACTS 
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): First 
Congregational Church Nursery School, 1985 Louis 
Road; Parents Nursery School, 2328 Louis Road; 
Duveneck Kids’ Club, 705 Alester Ave.

FIRE STATION: Station No. 3, at 799 Embarcadero 
Road, is under construction as of fall 2019

LIBRARY: Rinconada Library, 1213 Newell Road

LOCATION: Elsinore Drive, Elsinore Court and El Cajon 
Way

PARKS (NEARBY): Rinconada Park, 777 Embarcadero 
Road; Greer Park, 1098 Amarillo Ave.

POST OFFICE: Main, 2085 E. Bayshore Road

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Duveneck Elementary School, 
Greene Middle School, Palo Alto High School

SHOPPING: Midtown
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Welcome to Palo Alto.
Now stay connected.

Palo Alto Weekly and Palo Alto Online are the most valued  
and trusted source of local news in the area.

Let our award-winning team of journalists keep you connected  
to life on the Midpeninsula with the breaking news,  

arts & entertainment, sports and TownSquare

PaloAltoOnline.com
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Embarcadero Oaks, Leland Manor and Garland Drive 

The oak and magnolia trees that line 
the streets in what may look like one 
neighborhood to those unfamiliar with 

the area is really three micro-neighborhoods 
— Embarcadero Oaks, Leland Manor, Garland 
Drive — each with unique characteristics and 
mix of new and longtime residents.

EMBARCADERO OAKS 
Embarcadero Oaks, a triangular 

neighborhood between Embarcadero Road, 
Seale Avenue and Middlefield Road, is an easy 
walk to the Palo Alto Junior Museum & Zoo 
and Rinconada Park. Resident Michelle Zhang, 
who moved to the area from the East Coast in 
2013, said she was drawn to the neighborhood’s 
family-oriented, friendly makeup. 

“For me, it is a very vibrant neighborhood 
as we are close to one elementary and one 
middle school,” said Zhang, whose two children 
go to Walter Hays Elementary School. “The 
community center, art center and two libraries 
are all within walking distance. We feel 
fortunate to live in such a community that is full 
of great resources.”

Zhang said the neighborhood, lined with 
large oak trees, has a mix of young families, 
baby boomers and empty nesters that adds 
to its diversity, and she feels safe living there. 
Additionally, Zhang feels there are plenty of 
events that not only bring the Embarcadero 
Oaks neighborhood, but the entire community, 
together.

“We love the events, such as summer 
concerts,” she said. “The library is a great place 
to be, with some interesting family activities.”

LELAND MANOR
Directly adjacent to Embarcadero Oaks is 

Leland Manor, a rectangular segment between 
Louis Road, California Avenue, Middlefield 
Road and Seale Avenue bisected by Newell road. 

Midwest transplant Kevin Carlson and his 
family moved into the quiet neighborhood 

three years ago.
“I actually moved into our current home sight 

unseen, as my wife was the one who had been 
primarily traveling back and forth between 
Chicago and Palo Alto to look at homes,” he 
said. The neighborhood’s “phenomenal location” 
next to Walter Hays Elementary and Jordan 
Middle schools and his wife’s office at Palo Alto 
Square was a huge selling point, he said.  

“Neighbors are proud of  — and consequently 
supportive of — the neighborhood schools,” 
he said. “Neighbors are friendly and outgoing. 
Since we’re a younger family, we use the 
community facilities regularly. There are great 
parks in almost every direction, and we’re a 
stone’s throw from the Palo Alto Art Center, 
Rinconada Library, the Children’s Theatre, the 
Rinconada Pool and the Children’s Library, all 
of which are staffed by exceptional people.”

Although moving to a suburban 
neighborhood was an adjustment from living 
in downtown Chicago, with the biggest change 
being that Leland Manor doesn’t have the same 
walkability to bars and restaurants, Carlson said 
the accessibility of safe bike routes makes it an 
even trade. 

Longtime resident David Slone said his street, 
Barbara Drive, is just over a mile away from a 
Caltrain station and the entire neighborhood is 
only two miles from downtown Palo Alto.

When Slone and his family moved into the 
neighborhood 28 years ago, it was initially 
because they found a home that fit into their 
price range, but he said he’s happy living there, 
despite an increase in traffic over the years, and 
recommends the neighborhood to new home 
buyers, because of its proximity to amenities, as 
well as the plethora of relatively large lots.

Leland Manor is “relatively quiet but near 
to main arteries so (you) can get to Bayshore 
Freeway and downtown fairly quickly,” he said. 

One of Leland Manor’s most distinguishing 
characteristics is its underground utilities, Slone 
said, which means that wires and telephone 
poles are out of the picture. Although the 

neighborhood is mostly made up of Baby 
Boomers and retirees, there has been a slight 
influx of younger families moving in recently.

GARLAND DRIVE
Magnolia trees and an unusually curvy 

street in a flat part of Palo Alto are two of the 
defining characteristics of Garland Drive, the 
third segment of the three neighborhoods. 
Most of the homes were built in the late 1940s 
and early 1950s and although many have been 
updated over the years, residents have done 
so thoughtfully to retain the neighborhood’s 
character. 

Roy Levin has lived on the street for nearly 
35 years. He said at the time of his arrival, his 
family was seeking a kid-friendly area close to 
schools, but over time he has gotten to know his 
neighbors — who have all resided on Garland 
Drive for years — and said the street holds an 
annual Fourth of July barbeque. 

“Garland has gone through several cycles as 
families with kids have moved in, then the kids 
have grown up and moved on,” Levin said. “At 
the time we moved here, families with young 
kids, like ours, were moving in. About a decade 
ago, most of the kids had grown up, but now the 
cycle is beginning again.” 

Levin said turnover of homes is low and 
neighborhood residents are close. Prior to this 
year, residents often complained of the street’s 
disintegrating asphalt but the city recently 
rebuilt the street and replaced the water and gas 
mains. The neighborhood also is near VTA bus 
routes on Middlefield and Louis roads and a 
mile away from a Caltrain station, making it an 
ideal location for public transportation-minded 
people who desire a more suburban lifestyle. 

 — Melissa McKenzie, 2017

FACTS
CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS: First 
Congregational Church Nursery School, 1985 Louis 
Road; Parents Nursery School, 2328 Louis Road, Walter 
Hays Kids’ Club, 1525 Middlefield Road. 

FIRE STATION: Station No. 3, at 799 Embarcadero 
Road, is under construction as of fall 2019.

LOCATION: Embarcadero Oaks: triangle formed by 
Embarcadero Road, Seale Avenue and Middlefield 
road; Garland Drive: between Middlefield and Louis 
roads; Leland Manor: a rectangular segment between 
Middlefield and Louis roads, Seale and North California 
avenues.

LIBRARY: Rinconada Library, 1213 Newell Road.

PARK: Rinconada Park, 777 Embarcadero Road.

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PRIVATE SCHOOL: Hwa Shin Bilingual Chinese School, 
750 N. California Ave. (Jordan Middle School); Stratford 
School, 870 N. California Ave.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Walter Hays Elementary School, 
Greene Middle School, Palo Alto High School.

SHOPPING: Midtown.
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Taking the first step is easy, just 
contact Siobhan! Knowledgeable, 
prepared and driven, she’ll help 
you get the best results possible!

SUCCESSSTEPS  TO
COMMUNICATION

Communication is key. Things will crop up and the market can 
change on a dime. Knowing market trends and local activity is 
crucial, and keeping my sellers and buyers informed and up to 
date on the most subtle nuances is of paramount importance.

EDUCATION

To whom are you selling? From whom are you buying? Who is 
the agent on the other side of the transaction? What’s happening 
in the neighborhood? What’s happening with the market? The 
more knowledge you have, the stronger position you will be in.

PREPARATION

In our pent up and competitive market, you’ve got to be able 
to make quick decisions and move with speed and confidence. 
Whether a buyer (understanding values, location, recent market 
activity) or seller (preparing your property for the market), 
being primed, poised, positioned and ready are only a few of the 
essential elements to your success!

NEGOTIATION

Everything is negotiable. Not only the price, but the terms of the 
contract, the length of escrow, allowances for repairs, seller rent-
back... and so much more. Asking for what you want and knowing 
what to ask for helps ensure your success.

SELLER – LL

“As a Feng Shui master, I have worked with many 

Realtors in the Bay Area for decades. We chose 

Siobhan as our agent because she offers a personal 

approach to marketing her listings and her strong 

video skills really helped to tell our story; the videos 

showcased and highlighted all of the special aspects 

of our home that we wanted to share with would-be 

owners and this certainly helped to generate multiple 

offers and get us Top Dollar... achieving record 

breaking results for our neighborhood!”

BUYERS – J & C

“We had already put offers in on a couple of homes and lost 

out in multiple offer situations. Because of her collaborative 

relationships with fellow agents, Siobhan found us a prop-

erty that was not yet listed on the MLS and we were able 

to get our great house, in one of the best neighborhoods of 

RWC, without crazy multiple-buyer competition!” 

SIOBHAN O’SULLIVAN
License# 01298824

650.776.5445

sos@osullivanteam.com  |  osullivanteam.com
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Old Palo Alto

With its leafy picturesque streets, 
eclectic mix of architecture and 
addresses of some of the most 

famous icons in the tech world, the Old Palo 
Alto neighborhood is an attractive draw for 
tourists and and residents alike. 

Old Palo Alto is bordered by Alma 
Street (which parallels the railroad tracks), 
Embarcadero and Middlefield roads and 
Oregon Expressway. 

Tennyson Avenue resident Patty Fisher, who 
moved to the neighborhood from Redwood 
City with her husband, Bob Ryan, in 1985, said 
she was attracted to the area because each street 
has a different vibe. 

“The neighborhood, with the street grid and 
the old houses and the big trees, reminded us of 
home,” said Fisher, referring to the couple’s East 
Coast and Midwest roots. “It’s a wonderful place to 
walk. Big, old trees, interesting homes. You always 
see people walking, and they always say ‘hello.’”

At the time the duo moved into the 
neighborhood 33 years ago, the couple didn’t 
have children, and “bought a fixer upper that 
was a mess,” Fisher said. “We didn’t realize kids 
could walk to school (from our house). We 
didn’t even think about schools,” she said. “We 
were the young people on our street. All of our 
neighbors had children who were in college or 
grown.” 

Fisher was a journalist for the San Jose 
Mercury News until she retired, while her 
husband was an executive with the newspaper’s 
parent company, Knight Ridder. 

Fisher said the need for a neighborhood 
association wasn’t as important when she first 
moved into Old Palo Alto when residents like 
Apple founder Steve Jobs and San Francisco 
49ers quarterback Steve Young lived there. 

“Some of it was, we kind of have influential 
people living here (so) we didn’t really need 
a neighborhood association,” she said. These 
influencers could simply call the city directly to 
get something taken care of. 

Now, with the possibility of a high-speed rail 
project going by the edge of the neighborhood, 
Fisher said there’s been more formal activism in 
the neighborhood and residents have formed a 
neighborhood association. 

Another thing that’s changed, Fisher said, is 
trick-or-treating on Halloween. 

“We used to get hundreds of kids. Now, on 
Waverley and Santa Rita, they have a huge street 
party. They set up port-a-potties, decorations, 
a carnival. It’s gotten bigger and bigger. 
Thousands of people come,” she said. 

Fisher’s neighbor, Joan Hancock, said the 
Halloween party is definitely an event for the 
neighborhood. 

Having lived in Old Palo Alto since 1963, 
Hancock has seen her share of trick-or-treaters, 
most of whom she described as “polite children” 
who come to the door, take one candy and say 
“thank you very much.” 

She and her husband, Bill, who was on the 
faculty of Stanford Medical School, chose their 
Tennyson Avenue home — which they bought 
for $60,000 in 1970 — for its large yard and 
proximity to schools, Town & Country Village, 
California Avenue and Gamble Garden. 

“It was a comfortable area,” said Hancock, 
who raised the couple’s three sons there. 

She marvels at how her neighborhood has 
changed.

“The thing that people complain about (in 
Old Palo Alto) is this,” she said of investors who 
buy homes but choose to leave them vacant or 
rent them out. Hancock suggested that the city 
should consider an ordinance requiring a home 
be occupied at least six months of the year. 

“One thing I don’t like is empty houses 
around the neighborhood bought as an 
investment from absentee owners and 
left unoccupied. It makes holes in the 
neighborhood,” she said, noting the home next 
door to her has been vacant for two years.

Waverley Street resident Margo Ogus echoes 
Hancock’s concern about some of what is 
changing in Old Palo Alto. 

“Probably my least favorite change has been 
the proliferation of (vacant) ‘ghost’ homes ...  
and the consolidation of multiple lots into one 
large property. Both changes have reduced the 
feeling of community and neighborliness.”  

Ogus, who has lived in the neighborhood 

with her husband since 1980, said she feels 
connected on other levels. “My neighbors are 
terrific and our block has come together for 
welcomes to new neighbors.” 

And in spite of lots of new construction, 
she said, “I still love that there is no uniform 
architectural style.” 

—Elizabeth Lorenz, 2019

FACTS
CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Addison Kids’ 
Club, 650 Addison Ave.; Neighborhood Infant-Toddler 
Center, 311 N. California Ave.; Walter hays Kids’ 
Club, 1525 Middlefield Road

FIRE STATION: Station No. 3, at 799 Embarcadero 
Road, is under construction as of fall 2019.

LIBRARY: Rinconada Library, 1213 Newell Road

LOCATION: Between Embarcadero Road and Oregon 
Expressway, Alma Street and Middlefield Road

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Old Palo Alto 
Neighborhood Association, Nadia Naik, nadianaik@
gmail.com or to join go to  groups.google.com/
group/opana_news.

PARK: Bowden Park, Alma Street and California Ave.; 
Bowling Green Park, 474 Embarcadero Road; Kellogg 
Park, next to Bowling Green; Gamble Garden, 1431 
Waverley Street

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Addison and Walter Hays 
elementary schools; Greene Middle School; Palo Alto 
High School

SHOPPING: Town and Country Village; Midtown; 
California Avenue.

File photo

The Elizabeth F. Gamble Garden, which features 
an historic home surrounded by gardens, is a 
well-loved neighborhood destination.
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734 Seneca Street
Industrial Chic Meets Classical Revival
3 Beds  |  3 Baths

Palo Alto

Rankings provided courtesy of Real Trends, The Thousand list of individual agents by total sales 
volume in 2018. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by 
Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended 
for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been 

is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.  

A Fresh Approach

Judy Citron
650.400.8424

judy@judycitron.com
judycitron.com
DRE 01825569

Delivering Exceptional 
Service to Every Client,  
Every Time

$8,749,000  |  734Seneca.com

#26 
Realtor in the US

Wall Street Journal, 2019

#1 
Individual Compass Agent

SF Peninsula, 2019

 

real estate representation in  

Palo Alto, Atherton, Menlo Park  

and surrounding cities
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Southgate

When it comes to the location of 
neighborhoods in Palo Alto, few 
have it better than Southgate.

Bordered by Alma Street, El Camino 
Real, Churchill Avenue and Park Boulevard, 
Southgate is adjacent to both Palo Alto High 
School and Stanford University and close to 
both the shops and restaurants along California 
Avenue and Town and Country Village.

One would think that Southgate’s proximity 
to multiple schools and shopping destinations 
would bring unwanted traffic and congestion 
to the neighborhood. But that is not the case, 
said Jim McFall, a Southgate resident for over 
30 years who helps run the neighborhood watch 
program.

McFall said there is “very little through-
traffic” in the neighborhood because there 
are few entrances from the main streets. The 
Caltrain tracks run parallel to Alma Street, 
while there is no way in from Park Boulevard 
near Peers Park, blocking it off from two of four 
sides.

“It’s a well-defined neighborhood with 
geographic boundaries,” McFall said. “Not 
many streets go through the neighborhood. You 
don’t know about it unless you go to a specific 
location within Southgate.”

However, Southgate is not free from all the 
problems that usually come with living in a 
popular area — namely, parking.

The main culprits are students from Palo Alto 
High School, who park in the nearby streets 
close to campus. What exacerbates the issue 
is the narrowness of the lanes; residents claim 
that a multitude of cars parked next to the curb 
essentially turns the roads into one-way streets.

“We have significant issues with parking right 
now,” McFall said. “We’re seeing a significant 
increase in student parking here.”

McFall added that he is working with the City 
of Palo Alto to address the parking concerns. 
In May 2016, the City Council endorsed a 
Residential Preferential Parking Program 
for Southgate, a plan which would require 
permits for those who park their cars in the 
neighborhood for longer than two hours.

Southgate, first developed in the 1920s, 
received its name because it bordered Stanford 
University’s southern side. The Stanford family 
actually owned the land until it sold and 
subdivided it.

Construction has been a constant in the 
neighborhood through the years, with new 
families moving in and adjusting their homes to 
the times, said Jim Corbett, a retired longtime 
resident who lives on Sequoia Avenue.

There are around 230 single-family homes in 
the neighborhood, many of which have been 
remodeled. There’s an annual block party every 
Memorial Day and a toy drive in December 
complete with a holiday gathering.

The positive aspects of Southgate are enough 
to offset its parking troubles. Recently, the city 
repaved the streets and inserted open landscape 
basins to collect rainwater that would often 
settle in the flat neighborhood after a storm. 
Residents also appreciate the bike paths to 
California Avenue and downtown. 

 — Eric He, 2016

FACTS
CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Casa dei Bambini, 
457 College Ave.; Escondido Kids’ Club, 890 Escondido 
Road; Walter Hays Kids’ Club, 1525 Middlefield Road

FIRE STATION: No. 6, 711 Serra St. on the Stanford 
Campus

LIBRARY: Rinconada Library, 1213 Newell Road; and 
College Terrace branch, 2300 Wellesley St. 

LOCATION: bounded by El Camino Real, Park 
Boulevard, the railroad tracks and Churchill Avenue

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Jim McFall, 
Neighborhood Watch, wmjmcfall@yahoo.com, 650-
327-4428

PARK: Alexander Peers Park, 1899 Park Blvd.

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Escondido and Walter Hays 
elementary schools, Greene Middle School, Palo Alto 
High School

SHOPPING: Town & Country Village; California Avenue

Veronica W
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Coldwell Banker
#1 IN CALIFORNIA

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.   
 

DRE License  # 01908304

Menlo Park Palo Alto Woodside

Jackie Copple 
650.465.9160

JCopple@ 

Lyn Jason Cobb 
650.464.2622

 

Michelle Chang
650.245-2890 

michelle.chang@

Rim Bose
650.788.3828

 

Saruul Barrios 
650.318.1065
Saruul.Barrios@ 

Fereshteh Khodadad
650.815.8850

Fereshteh.Khodadad@ 

Ingrid Huang
408.206.3809

Ingrid.huang 

Dorothy Gurwith
650.823.4193
dgurwith@ 

cbnorcal.com

Penny Goldcamp 
650.740.1955

Penny.Goldcamp@

Nancy Goldcamp 
650.400.5800

Nancy@ 
NancyGoldcamp.com

Mika Ratnam Glass
650.400.6424

mrglass@ 

Maha Najjar 
650.388.0566

Maha@ 
Mahanajjar.com

Debbie Nichols 
650.996.3191

DNichols@ 

Julie Lau 
650.208.2287

JLau@ 

Clara Lee
408.568.5576

Clara.Lee@ 

Nana Spiridon
650.483.6983

nspiridon@ 
hotmail.com

Judy Shen 
650.380.2000

JShen@ 

Masako Takemura
650.716.7303 

Masako.takemura@

Shawnna Sullivan
650.716.7303

Shawnna.Sullivan@

Jan Strohecker
650. 906.6516
janstrohecker@ 

yahoo.com
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Evergreen Park

Bordering the California Avenue shopping 
district and just a mile away from 
Stanford University’s campus sits what 

Paul Machado calls “a real gem.”
He’s talking about his neighborhood, Palo 

Alto’s Evergreen Park, where he was born and 
raised, started a family and stuck around for the 
long haul. The Stanford Avenue resident said 
he’d describe Evergreen Park as “a close-knit 
community comprised of diverse families and 
individuals.”

 Evergreen Park has gone through its fair share 
of growing pains over the last couple of decades as 
Silicon Valley has come into prominence, including 
the addition of Visa’s new 62,000-square-foot office 
and research-and-development space on Sherman 
Avenue. The formerly blue-collar neighborhood is 
now a little more upscale, boasting bigger houses 
than the traditional two-bedroom ones of days 
past, Machado said.

“It’s become a destination spot,” he said. “It’s a 
residential neighborhood in what’s becoming a 
very urban setting.”

Homes in the neighborhood are eclectic, 
with different sizes, styles and lot sizes. There 
are about 206 single-family homes in the 
neighborhood and 178 multifamily units, 
according to Evergreen Park Neighborhood 
Association President David Schrom.

Oxford Avenue resident Irene Au moved 

to the neighborhood in 1999. She likes the 
neighborhood’s proximity to California Avenue, 
the Caltrain station, parks, the Sunday farmers 
market, Stanford University and the freeway, 
along with its walkability. She also enjoys teaching 
yoga at Avalon Yoga on California Avenue, where 
she feels a real sense of community. 

The neighborhood has lost some of its sleepy 
quality over the years, Au said, as traffic and 
parking challenges have begun to compromise 
the quality of life in the neighborhood. These 
days, cars block block fire hydrants, double park 
in front of people’s driveways, and cruise the 
neighborhood looking for places to park as the 
area has become more popular, she said. 

The City of Palo Alto has been working to 
alleviate some of this parking overload with a 
new program called the Residential Preferential 
Parking Program aimed at providing 
preferential use of on-street parking to residents 
and either restricts or eliminates parking for 
outside users during select periods. Parking 
permits in the Evergreen Park area became 
available in 2017.

Meanwhile, Christina Justiz Roush, an artist 
who moved into the neighborhood with her 
family in February 2017, is enjoying living in Palo 
Alto after 10 years of life in Brooklyn, New York, 
and a stint in Venice in southern California.

“It’s very charming and beautiful,” she said. 

“It’s a very community-minded place. The 
thought of moving to a much more suburban 
place and not being walking-distance to 
stores was very scary for me, so it was a bit of 
serendipity (to find Evergreen Park).”

For additional community building and fun, 
the neighborhood has hosted an annual picnic 
for more than 30 years and holds a block party 
every year. 

 — Angela Swartz, 2017

FACTS
CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): Casa 
dei Bambini Montessori School, 463 & 457 College 
Ave.; Escondido Kids’ Club, 890 Escondido Road

FIRE STATION: No. 2, 2675 Hanover St.

LIBRARY: College Terrace branch, 2300 Wellesley St.

LOCATION: between California Avenue, Park Boulevard 
and El Camino Real

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Evergreen Park 
Neighborhood Association, epna.palo-alto.ca.us/

PARKS: Alexander Peers Park, 1899 Park Blvd.

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PRIVATE SCHOOL: The Living Wisdom School, 456 
College Ave.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Escondido Elementary School, 
Greene Middle School, Palo Alto High School

SHOPPING: California Avenue

Veronica W
eber
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Lynn North 

REALTOR®

650.209.1562
lynn.north@compass.com
DRE 01490039

Testimonial

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary compa-
nies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity 
laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is 

may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square 
footage are approximate.

Greg Klein

“She worked quickly and thoroughly while simultaneously 

ensuring we made informed decisions every step of the 

way. She was incredibly professional and brought an 

amazing amount of energy to her work.”

Learn more at LynnNorth.com

Lynn North has earned the reputation 

among her colleagues and clients for 

honesty, integrity and loyalty.

Lynn North has been in the top 

5% as a REALTOR® for the past 

16 years with the prestigious 

Compass in the Bay Area and 

formerly with Alain Pinel Realtors.
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Your home. 
Our mission.

At Compass, we believe no barrier should stand between where 

you are and where you belong. By pairing knowledgeable 

agents with intuitive technology, we deliver a modern real estate 

experience in the San Francisco Bay Area and beyond.

Desiree Docktor  
650.291.8487  
Desiree.Docktor@compass.com  
DesireeDocktor.com

A local Realtor who grew up in 
Palo Alto, Desiree raised her family 
here, and knows the neighborhoods 
intimately. 

“We bought and sold our home with 
Desiree. She is very professional 
and produces great results. Easy 
to work with and she has great 
attention to all the little details that 
make a difference. We would highly 
recommend her to anyone!” 

– Mike & Asmita, Palo Alto

Christy Giuliacci 
650.380.5989 
christyg@compass.com 
ChristyGiuliacci.com

As one of the top producing realtors 
in Palo Alto, Christy brings a seasoned 
approach to serving sellers and 
buyers. She is recognized by her 
clients for her down to earth nature, 
extensive market knowledge, dynamic 
negotiating skills and her unparalleled 
service. With her astute problem 
solving skills and hands-on approach, 
Christy is always looking for ways to 
streamline the real estate process for 
her clients.

Lynne Mercer 
650.906.0162  
Lmercer@compass.com 
Lmercer.com

“Lynne is phenomenal. She provided 
invaluable guidance as we prepared 
our home for sale, sold it, and 
purchased another. She was in 
constant communication with us, 
explaining every detail of the process. 
We were impressed with her integrity, 
warmth, dedication, and attention to 
detail. Because of the relationship we 
developed, we consider Lynne to be 
our good friend as well as Realtor.” 

– Palo Alto Sellers

Sherry Bucolo 
650.207.9909 

 
SherryBucolo.com

Consistently ranked among the top 
1% of realtors in the nation, Sherry 
brings over 30 years of invaluable 
experience to her clients. She has 
earned this top ranking by always 
making her clients #1. “I feel very 
fortunate to have a career that utilizes 
my marketing abilities, negotiation 
skills, is people oriented and also 
taps into my creativity.” Sherry has 
an incredible team to help with all 
her clients’ needs and always works 
with the highest level of integrity and 
professionalism.

Supriya Gavande 
Cell 650.556.3890 
supriya.gavande@compass.com 
SupriyaGavande.com

As a longtime Palo Alto resident with 
school-age children, Supriya loves 
being a part of this community and 
has been changing lives through real 
estate for over 10 years. 

‘Supriya is hard working, patient, kind 

recommend her to friends and use her 

‘Thank you Supriya, you have been 
amazing throughout! We don’t think 
we could have found anyone remotely 
comparable to you.’ 

– Palo Alto, RWC, SC  
sellers and buyers

Arti Miglani  
650.804.6942  
Arti@ArtiMiglani.com  
ArtiMiglani.com

“Arti’s professionalism, market 
knowledge, and strong communication 
skills made her stand out in our minds. 
We have worked with Arti on several 
transactions and would refer her to all 
our friends and family.”

– Jim S.

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is 
a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009
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Your home. 
Our mission.

At Compass, we believe no barrier should stand between where 

you are and where you belong. By pairing knowledgeable 

agents with intuitive technology, we deliver a modern real estate 

experience in the San Francisco Bay Area and beyond.

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is 
a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009

Terry Rice  
650.207.4142  
Terry.Rice@compass.com 
TerrySellsPaloAlto.com 

Real Estate is about Lifestyle 
Changes… I have been in the real 
estate profession for over 25 years. I 
have a strong emphasis on renovation, 

help my clients achieve their goal in 

Denise Simons  
650.269.0210  
Denise.Simons@compass.com  
DeniseSimons.com

Denise brings deep experience, high 
energy and honest professionalism to 
every transaction. 

“I want to be my clients’ realtor for 
life. I’m dedicated — in good times 
and bad — to earning the trust 
and satisfaction of every one of my 
clients.” 

As a long-time, Palo Alto resident 
who has raised three children in 
the community, Denise has nearly 
unmatched knowledge of the area’s 
neighborhoods, amenities and school 
systems.

Vic Thadhani 
650.505.8665 
Vic.Thadhani@compass.com 
www.vistahomes.com

•  27 years of Technology, Investments, 
Building, Real Estate Experience

•  Connected to high net worth tech 
executives in Google, Facebook, 

•  Expert negotiator and deal maker

•  Local Area Specialist in  

•  Vic is a one stop shop that provides 
both buyers and sellers with their 
exclusive white glove VIP treatment.

Anna Park 
650.387.6159 
Anna.Park@compass.com  
AnnaParkHomes.com

As a long time Palo Alto resident, 
Anna delivers you an amazing home 
buying experience through her 
expertise and honesty. Providing a 
plethora of knowledge about the 
neighborhood, Anna is known for her 
transparency and reliability to ensure 
that all clients are up to date on the 
home buying process.

Shelly Roberson  
650.464.3937  
Shelly.Roberson@compass.com 
ShellyRoberson.com 

Shelly is in her 27th year in the 
real estate business. She has been 
a top producer with over 800 
closed transactions. Shelly is truly 
the Professional’s Professional 
with experience, dedication and 
perseverance. She goes the extra 
mile for every client. Born and 
raised in Palo Alto, Shelly brings an 
unrivaled market and area knowledge 
which she leverages to each client’s 

with more experience, knowledge and 
market savvy than Shelly Roberson.

Jenny Teng 
650.245.4490  
Jenny.Teng@compass.com 

•  Dedicated, respected realtor  
in the business over 28 years 

•  Committed to exceptional, 
personalized service 

•  Superb negotiation skills,  
proven marketing strategy 

•  Passion for interior design and 

•  Record setting top dollar sales  
in Palo Alto 
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College Terrace

Though it sits right next to Stanford 
University, College Terrace’s name 
actually comes from its 12 streets, 

whose namesakes are well-known higher-ed 
institutions in the eastern United States. In fact, 
the neighborhood predates Stanford by several 
years.

“College Terrace has historically been quite 
separate from Stanford,” resident Maya Homan 
said. “The reason it exists at all as a residential 
neighborhood is because the original owners 
refused to sell to Stanford when the school was 
first constructed.”

Homan, a 2018 graduate of Palo Alto High 
School, has lived with her family in College 
Terrace since she started kindergarten at 
Escondido Elementary School in 2005. She 
attributes her neighborhood pride to friendly 
neighbors and a year-round wealth of activities.

“We have a lot of neighborhood events, 
including block parties, neighborhood scavenger 
hunts and Oscars parties,” Homan said. “We’ve 
all gotten to know each other really well, and 
a lot of my neighbors feel like extended family 
members.”

Fernando Cabildo, vice president of the 
College Terrace Residents’ Association, said the 
neighborhood’s crown jewel is its people, who he 
describes as a wide variety of individuals “from 
nannies to Google billionaires.”

“There is just such diversity in the 
neighborhood,” Cabildo said. “Being right next 
to Stanford, we have students but we also have 
people who have lived here for 60, 70, 80 years.”

Cabildo, who grew up in Sunnyvale, has 
appreciated the distinct neighborhood feel 
of College Terrace for years. For him and his 
partner, the house they bought on California 
Avenue in 2016 was a dream come true.

“If you ask people where College Terrace is, 
they can tell you,” Cabildo said. “You really know 
when you’re in College Terrace. I love that it’s a 
self-contained entity.”

The long rectangular area bounded by El 
Camino Real, Amherst Street, Stanford Avenue 
and California Avenue stands out on a map 
— the 12-block-long, two-block-wide parcel 
is a “peninsula” of non-Stanford land and has 
been since 1887, when it was bought up by 
farmer and landowner Alexander Gordon. The 
neighborhood has long been home to Stanford 
students, staff and affiliates. However, residents 
have seen College Terrace’s student population 
dwindle in recent years as foreign investment 
money has trickled into the neighborhood.

Eileen Stolee, a resident since 1974, noted that 
it wasn’t uncommon for “entire households” 
of students to live together in College Terrace 
during the ‘70s and ‘80s. In the past decade, she 
has seen a sharp rise in the “home-flipping” 
phenomenon on her street — most recently 
exemplified by a new single-family home built 
on a neighboring property that took four years 
to complete and is currently vacant. The home is 

owned by a foreign investor who Stolee doesn’t 
think visited the property before purchasing it.

“In College Terrace, the biggest fear is big 
houses getting flipped,” Stolee said. “They (new 
buyers) are not like the starving students who 
lived here in the ‘70s.”

The demand for College Terrace homes 
is high, but Stolee would rather have new 
neighbors than empty, albeit nice-looking new 
houses. She has come to terms with Stanford’s 
expansion into the neighborhood, where the 
university already allegedly owns around 30 
properties.

“I see Stanford slowly buying up more houses, 
and I understand that,” Stolee said. “We’re the 
perfect neighborhood for them. Professors want 
to ride their bikes to work. Is that a bad thing? I 
don’t think so.”

Stolee loves her neighborhood and doesn’t 
plan on moving anytime soon. In fact, she and 
her husband are constructing a small separate 
dwelling unit on their property to move into at 
the end of the year. Stolee’s daughter currently 
lives in the main dwelling with her husband and 
young daughter. The home, a Victorian built in 
1893, is one of the neighborhood’s oldest.

“It’s very beautiful; it’s quiet,” Stolee said. 
“And you can walk everywhere. That’s really 
important.”

Cabildo expressed a similar sentiment — 
College Terrace is a comfortable and engaging 
place to live. One thing he worries about is that 
without more affordable housing, Palo Alto is 
due to become a community that excludes all 

except the extremely wealthy.
Affordable housing, Cabildo said, “infuses 

more diversity into our neighborhood.” He 
applauds the recently completed Mayfield 
housing development, which offers below-
market rental rates just outside of College 
Terrace.

“What I’d like to see is ... making room for the 
folks in our community who help it survive,” he 
said. 

 — Josh Code, 2018

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: College Terrace 
Children’s Center, 2300 Wellesley St.; Bing Nursery 
School, 850 Escondido Road; Escondido Kids’ Club, 890 
Escondido Road

FIRE STATION: No. 2, 2675 Hanover St., and No. 6, 
711 Serra St. on the Stanford campus

LIBRARY: College Terrace, 2300 Wellesley St.

LOCATION: Bounded by Stanford Avenue, El Camino 
Real, California Avenue and Amherst Street

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Chris Saccheri, 
president, College Terrace Residents’ Association, 
board@ctra.org, collegeterrace.tumblr.com/, ctra.org

PARKS: Cameron Park, 2101 Wellesley St.; Mayfield 
Park, 2300 Wellesley St.; Weisshaar Park, 2298 
Dartmouth St.; Werry Park, 2100 Dartmouth St.

POST OFFICE: Cambridge branch, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Escondido Elementary School, 
Greene Middle School, Palo Alto High School

SHOPPING: California Avenue

Adam
 Pardee
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YOUR HOME IS WHERE OUR HEART IS.

 – D. R., 5/20/2019 Yelp

       My wife and I were very satisfied 

with the work done by the entire 

team at The Troyer Group. We sold 
our home in just a few days, with 
multiple offers and a fast close.

With their constant assistance, advice, 

and assets we were able to prepare 

our home for open house in only 
4 weeks.

Never once did we feel pressured 

by David to make the sale or accept 

a price below our target. It was 

obvious that he was a total expert 
concerning our town and its past and 

present market conditions.

The entire process was made as easy 
and pleasant as it could possibly 

have been, due to the competent and 
principled team at The Troyer Group.

Thanks David and Team!

“     

”

DAVID TROYER  |  650.440.5076  |  DAVID@DAVIDTROYER.COM  |  DAVIDTROYER.COM
Lic. #01234450

TROYER
GROUP

THE

Your home is where our heart is
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It isn’t marked on Google Maps, and its 
size is not extraordinary, but the Mayfield 
neighborhood is a busy and vibrant hub in 

Palo Alto.
Nestled in between Oregon Expressway, Park 

Boulevard, El Camino Real and Cambridge 
Avenue, Mayfield is home to a number of offices, 
shops and restaurants — most of which line the 
popular California Avenue.

From Antonio’s Nut House, one of Palo 
Alto’s oldest bars, to contemporary burger joint 
The Counter and Cafe Pro Bono, an Italian 
eatery, there is a unique blend of cuisine and 
nightlife options that makes California Avenue a 
frequented destination on a daily basis.

But with popularity comes downsides. 
Alice Jacobs lives on Sherman Avenue with 
her husband and three children, whom she 
drives to and from school. She has only been a 
resident for four years, but she has already seen 
changes to the neighborhood, with an influx of 
construction projects and commuters arriving 
for work.

“It’s stressful just getting out of my street,” 
Jacobs said. “I feel blocked in. I can’t drive down 
my street. Construction workers are coming in 
just as we’re getting to school. They don’t pay 
attention to us.”

While noting the convenience of living close 
to Mollie Stone’s Market and the post office, 
Jacobs expressed concerns about residing in 
an area that has transformed into a center of 
business activity and a nightmare to navigate 
in. A car almost backed into her son while 
they were biking on California Avenue. She 
once nearly ran into a cellphone-distracted 
pedestrian.

“That’s the drawback of living here in this area 
of mixed-residential-commercial area,” she said. 
“It’s kind of souring our experience.”

It’s made parking difficult. Since the majority 
of housing complexes are condominiums and 
apartments, residents often have to find a spot 
on the street. On a typical weekday, commuters’ 
cars add to the mess, with not enough parking 
spaces to go around.

The other issue, due to the rising cost of living 
and renting in Palo Alto, is that the homegrown 
businesses that have called California Avenue 
home for years are being forced out in favor of 
corporate or chain restaurants.

“Palo Alto’s becoming very saturated,” Jacobs 
said. “It’s becoming cookie-cutter. It’s sad.”

It wasn’t always this way. Unbeknownst to 
many, Mayfield has a long and rich history. It 
was founded as its own town in 1855, but in 
1925 was annexed by Palo Alto. The story may 
have been different had Mayfield accepted 
Leland Stanford’s proposal to build what would 
become Stanford University in the town of 
Mayfield. Known for its bars, the town did not 
like Stanford’s request to be alcohol-free.

So Mayfield became an almost forgotten and 
overshadowed part of Palo Alto, and California 

Avenue became the taboo part of town. Bill 
Roberts, who lives in Menlo Park but has been 
coming to California Avenue for decades, said it 
used to be a center of prostitution.

“There used to be a Round Table there,” Roberts 
said, pointing near the intersection of California 
Avenue and Ash Street. “I was eating with some 
friends at the Round Table once, and I saw a 
prostitute doing business in there. But those times 
are long gone. The city has done an awful lot.”

According to Roberts, the city eventually 
broke up the illegal activity. Nowadays, 
California Avenue has become Palo Alto’s 
“second downtown,” and Mayfield is emerging as 
a vibrant neighborhood. Many of the restaurants 
have outdoor seating, giving off a relaxed, 
European-style ambiance that is welcoming and 
comforting to walk through.

While the hubbub of California Avenue 
and the popularity of the many shops and 
restaurants irritate some residents, others 
enjoy the location and relish the small pocket 
parks that provide a neighborhood feel. Pamela 
Brown has lived on Park Boulevard for more 
than a decade and has nothing but good things 
to say about Mayfield.

“It’s peaceful,” said Brown after finishing 
up a workout near Sarah Wallis Park, on the 
corner of Ash Street and Grant Avenue. “It’s real 

convenient. I’ve never had a problem in 11 years.”
 Mayfield is prime real estate for a reason. 

It is steps away from the hubbub of the tech 
companies and startups of Silicon Valley and the 
convenience of Palo Alto’s second downtown. 

 — Eric He, 2016

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): Casa 
dei Bambini Montessori School, 463 & 457 College 
Ave.; Escondido Kids’ Club, 890 Escondido Road

FIRE STATION: No. 2, 2675 Hanover St.

LIBRARY: College Terrace, 2300 Wellesley St.

LOCATION: between Oregon Expressway, Park 
Boulevard, El Camino Real and Cambridge Avenue

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Palo Alto 
Neighborhoods members: midtownresidents.org/pan/
aboutus.htm

PARKS: Sarah Wallis Park, 202 Ash St.

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PRIVATE SCHOOL: The Living Wisdom School,  
456 College Ave.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Escondido Elementary School, 890 
Escondido Road, Stanford; Greene Middle School, 750 
N. California Ave.; Palo Alto High School,  
50 Embarcadero Road

SHOPPING: California Avenue

Veronica W
eber
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Ventura

When Frank Ford and Richard Johnston 
first met as college students back in 
the 1960s, introduced by a mutual 

friend, it was evident they were kindred spirits.
Despite the friendship-at-first-sight, young 

Ford and Johnston never expected that mutual 
music geekery to form a partnership that’s 
lasted half a century, but the homemade luthier 
business they founded in 1969, Gryphon Stringed 
Instruments, has expanded into a flourishing 
repair shop, retail store and local music hub that 
celebrated its 50th anniversary in Fall 2019.

Gryphon, Frank said with a grin, is just another 
Palo Alto garage startup. He and Johnston began 
getting together at Ford’s Margarita Avenue home 
and building instruments from scratch. In 1969, 
they decided to become a “not exactly very formal 
business,” based on a handshake partnership. 

In 1973 they rented a tiny Palo Alto storefront 
and also began selling used and new instruments 
(today they still sell mostly acoustic fretted 
instruments, including guitars, mandolins, 
basses, banjos and ukuleles, but also a few select 
electrics) and accessories. They also met many 
friends who were music teachers seeking room 
to give lessons, so they decided to search for a 
bigger space that could serve that need. A few 
years later, they moved from El Camino Real 
to their current location at the corner of Park 
Boulevard and Lambert Avenue. They occupied 
only the front half until 1994, when they 
expanded to fill the entire cavernous space.

Rare in a society where independent, brick-
and-mortar shops seem increasingly endangered, 
Gryphon is going strong, employing around 15 

staffers plus hosting a similar number of music 
instructors, including Carol McComb, who’s 
been teaching group vocal and guitar lessons at 
Gryphon for decades, and Jack Tuttle, a noted 
teacher whose children practically grew up at 
Gryphon. The Gryphon Carolers, which grew out 
of McComb and Ed Johnson’s classes, have been 
entertaining the community annually during the 
holidays since 1975.

Lisa Sanchez has been coming down from San 
Francisco twice a week since 1992 to teach guitar 
at Gryphon. “The students, many of whom are 
from the local community, are an interesting, 
motivated group of people,” she said, describing 
Gryphon as a welcoming, non-threatening 
environment for musicians of all levels. “The 
owners are really good guys. Frank and Richard 
set the tone at the store and they know how to 
make things work,” she said. “I credit them with 
the store’s great success.”

Paul Jacobs, working at the checkout counter 
near a display of handmade “Frank’s Cranks” 
string winders, noted he’d seen many local music 
stores shutter since he was a music-loving teen 
in the 1960s. “Palo Alto’s changed a lot,” he said. 
Gryphon, along with Gelb Music in Redwood 
City, seems to defy the odds.

Employees are provided lunch each day, Ford 
explained, a perk to make up for the frequent 
interruptions and busy schedules that make 
longer breaks impractical. As Ford worked in 
the bustling repair area on restoring a mandolin 
that he himself had built in 1970, Johnston led 
a tour of the catacomb-like upper floor of the 
shop, filled with a wide variety of instruments in 

various states of repair, including a banjo from 
the 1890s. “Keeping track of it all drives us nuts,” 
he admitted with a laugh.

“Our primary goal and mission is the service 
we do on the instruments; it’s what makes us 
different in an industry dominated by the likes of 
Amazon, the big-box places,” Ford said. Keeping 
Gryphon going over the years hasn’t been easy.

Gryphon has had to evolve with the times, 
as they now, somewhat reluctantly, also do 
plenty of business via the internet, employing 
a photographer to help catalog and market 
instruments for online sales and maintaining an 
informative website and blog.

Alex Jordan, a longtime customer and touring 
musician who eventually became a part-time 
employee, said it’s not only the expertise and range 
of instruments represented but the community 
feeling shared by the customers, staff and 
especially the support of Ford and Johnston that 
make Gryphon a special place to shop and work. 
“I’ve visited dozens of music stores around the 
country and none are quite like Gryphon,” he said.

Customer Mark Fassett agreed. “It’s really rare 
to live near such a resource these days. I had a 
friend come from out of town and one of the 
required stops on his tour of the Bay Area was 
Gryphon.” 

 — Karla Kane, 2019

NEIGHBORHOOD AT A GLANCE
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Country Day Little 
School, 3990 Ventura Court; Heffalump Cooperative 
Nursery, 3990 Ventura Court; Sojourner Truth Child 
Development Center, 3990 Ventura Court

FIRE STATION: No. 5, 600 Arastradero Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: bounded by Oregon Expressway, Alma 
Street, West Meadow Drive and El Camino Real

PARK: Boulware Park, 410 Fernando Ave.; Ventura 
Community Center, 3990 Ventura Court

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Barron Park Elementary School, 
Fletcher Middle School, Gunn or Palo Alto high schools

SHOPPING: California Avenue, Charleston Center and 
El Camino Real

WHAT NEIGHBORS SAY: “It draws younger families, 
I think, because it’s somewhat affordable compared to 
the rest of Palo Alto.” — Neera Narang

KEY ISSUES: Ongoing debate over a 39-acre plot of 
land at 340 Portage Avenue. While the city has eyed 
the site for possible new housing, the land’s owner, the 
Sobrato Organization, announced it had no immediate 
plans for development. Fry’s Electronics, which occupies 
a former cannery on the land, announced last summer 
that it would close in early 2020. The city’s historic 
analysis concluded that the building is considered 
historic because of its association with early 20th 
century agriculture. The finding has prompted calls from 
some residents to preserve the 1918 building, even as 
others have continued to advocate for redeveloping the 
site to create housing.
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Local musical institution goes gold

Tom Colbertson, who worked at Gryphon Stringed Instruments for over 30 years, plays a banjo in 
the shop. 

IN THE  
SPOTLIGHT
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Midtown

Amy Lee and her husband moved to 
Midtown while she was pregnant 
with their first daughter in the 

summer of 2012. A friend had prompted her 
to consider moving from Redwood City into 
to Palo Alto because of the city’s reputable 
schools.

Lee found a home to rent on a frontage 
road near Oregon Expressway with only 
seven homes on it (she asked that the exact 
street not be named). Their baby, who is now 
in first grade at El Carmelo School, was born 
just months after the couple moved into the 
neighborhood. 

One of the things she discovered early 
about Midtown was its convenient location.

“I pretty much knew that I could walk 
pretty much everywhere,” she said.

The parks are another perk of the 
neighborhood.

“The parks are so beautiful,” she said. 
The family often spends time at nearby 

Hoover and Bowden parks, a contrast to her 
childhood neighborhood in Orange County, 
where there was only one “big giant park” to 
which her mother had to drive her. 

Midtown, named because it is roughly 
in the middle of Palo Alto, sits between 
Oregon Expressway and Loma Verde Avenue, 
and West Bayshore Road and Alma Street. 
With about 5,000 families living in a mix of 
homes from Eichler to Craftsman style, the 
neighborhood has its own shopping district, 
including a grocery store. 

“I feel like all of our neighbors are 

neighborly,” Lee said, often comparing notes 
on things like smelling a skunk in their 
yards, or how family members are doing after 
catching the flu.

Unlike Lee, Webster Street resident LeAnn 
Baum found Midtown accidentally when she 
and her husband moved from San Francisco. 

“While we love Midtown, we didn’t choose 
our house because it’s in Midtown. It was 
luck,” said Baum, who has two children, 5 
and 6 years old.

“We love the low-key atmosphere of 
Midtown as compared to the busier 
downtown area of Palo Alto. We appreciate 
being off the beaten path,” she said. 
“Midtown has a nice balance of nice parks, 
shops, restaurants and 
other amenities.” 

Back in the late 1960s, 
Annette Glanckopf had a 
story similar to Baum’s. 
She was working at IBM 
in Palo Alto and living in 
San Francisco. She began to 
think her commute was a 
bit too long so she decided 
to rent a house on Ramona 
Street in Midtown. In 1972, 
when all of her friends 
started buying homes, she 
started looking too and 
settled on a fixer upper 
she said was originally a 
commune on Bryant Street.

After she had the floors 

fixed and broken windows replaced, she 
moved in and eventually married. 

“I’d fallen in love with the bones,” she said 
of her home. She’s seen a lot of change over 
the last 46 years with more than half of the 
homes on her block torn down and rebuilt. 

She loved the easy walk to the train when 
she commuted to work, and still loves the 
proximity to the grocery store and Mike’s 
Cafe, which recently expanded and reopened 
in her neighborhood. 

—Elizabeth Lorenz, 2019

FACTS
CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Grace Lutheran 
Preschool, 3149 Waverley St.; Love’n’Care Christian 
Preschool, 2490 Middlefield Road; Mini Infant Center 
of Palo Alto, 3149 Waverley St.; Ohlone Kids’ Club 
(PACCC), 950 Amarillo Ave.; Palo Alto Friends Nursery 
School, 957 Colorado Ave.

FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: between Oregon Expressway and Loma 
Verde Avenue, Alma Street and West Bayshore Road

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Greer Stone, 
gstone22@gmail.com; midtownresidents.org

PARKS: Greer Park, 1098 Amarillo Ave.; Hoover Park, 
2901 Cowper St.; Seale Park, 3100 Stockton Place

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.; Main, 
2085 East Bayshore Road

PRIVATE SCHOOLS: Keys School, 2890 Middlefield 
Road; HeadsUp! Emerson School, 2800 W. Bayshore 
Road; The Girls’ Middle School, 3400 West Bayshore 
Road

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: El Carmelo, Fairmeadow, Hoover, 
Ohlone and Palo Verde elementary schools; Jane 
Lathrop Stanford Middle School; Gunn and Palo Alto 
high schools

SHOPPING: Midtown Shopping Center, Middlefield 
Road and Colorado Avenue; also Middlefield Road at 
Loma Verde Avenue

Veronica W
eber

Palo Alto Cafe patrons chat outside the coffee house in the Midtown Shopping Center. 
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“For over 60 years, Midtown Realty 
has been assisting its neighbors 
and friends with one of the most 
important purchases in their life… 
their home! At Midtown Realty, we are dedicated to working with people, 
not clients. We sell homes, not houses and Palo Alto is our home, not 

real estate needs. Give us a call today.”

SEE OUR LISTINGS ONLINE AT MIDTOWNPALOALTO.COM

2775 MIDDLEFIELD ROAD, PALO ALTO  •  (650) 321-1596  •  DRE# 1900986

R E A L  R E S U LT S ,  R E A L  E S TAT E

STUNNING PALO ALTO CONDO  

Your Neighborhood Midtown Realty Team
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Realtor/ 

Rental Services

Ryan Eltherington
Realtor

Tim Foy
Owner/Broker

Robert Steinberg
Realtor

Molly Foy Rich
Realtor

SungHee Clemenson
Realtor

Jane Volpe
Realtor/MBA

Lisa Knox
Realtor

Joann Weber
Realtor/Senior 

Property Manager

Katie Tseng
Realtor/ 

Rental Services

Rosemary Prince
Realtor/Property 

Manager

Nirvana Nwokidu
Office Manager

ORIGINAL PALO ALTO EICHLER

CLASSIC RANCH STYLE HOME

MENLO PARK LUXURY HOME

SERVING THE PENINSULA SINCE 1958
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Palo Verde

When Palo Verde resident Sheena Chin 
first attended an open house in the 
neighborhood, she was startled to 

come face-to-face with the home’s neighbors. 
“They were so friendly,” she said. They 

introduced themselves to Chin and welcomed 
her to the community, offering information 
about the area such as locations of grocery stores, 
pharmacies and kids’ recreation. Their warmth 
eased Chin’s concerns about potentially moving 
to a new city and not knowing where to go for 
basic necessities.

“At that point we didn’t know whether we were 
going to buy the house,” Chin said. “But they just 
told us these kinds of things that seem small but 
mean a lot ... even though they were not sure we 
we’re going to be their future neighbors.”

That kind of everyday kindness, Chin says, 
defines the Palo Verde neighborhood.

Though Palo Verde is famous for its tract of 
Eichler and Eichler-inspired houses — modern 
homes designed by real estate developer Joseph 
Eichler and known for their open floor plans, 
flat roofs and floor-to-ceiling windows — Palo 
Verde residents from all backgrounds and 
occupations consistently highlight the appeal of 
the neighborhood as quiet, peaceful and family-
friendly. 

Palo Verde sits between West Bayshore and 
Middlefield roads to the east and west, and 
is bordered by Loma Verde Avenue and East 
Meadow Drive to the north and south. The 
neighborhood is known for its street plan of 
narrow roads and cul-de-sacs, designed to limit 
traffic and foster a safe environment for residents 
and children. 

It’s within comfortable walking distance 
from Ramos Park, Seale Park and Mitchell 
Park Community Center. The Palo Alto Family 
YMCA and Eichler Swim and Tennis Club are 
frequented places. Midtown Shopping Center is 
a short drive or bike ride away. For families, Chin 
said, these resources are key.

Another big plus is that Palo Verde tends to see 
less cut-through traffic compared to other Palo 
Alto neighborhoods, said City Council member 
and Palo Verde resident Cory Wolbach. “It is 
secluded in a way,” he said. “We’re lucky in that 
regard.”

Wolbach grew up in Palo Verde and moved 
back to the neighborhood in 2012. As a child, 
he often played touch football in the street and 
biked to his friends’ houses. “It’s always been one 
of those quiet, family-friendly neighborhoods, 
and I think that’s still true,” he said. “It’s nice to 
bump into neighbors walking down the street 
with their dogs or their kids.”

Residents have created a culture of looking 
out for one another, throwing block parties 
from time to time and readily lending a hand to 
neighbors. 

When the Chins are out of town, neighbors 
look after their house, toss newspapers into their 
yard and take out their trash. One even offered to 
drive Chin to the airport, though Chin ultimately 
drove herself so she wouldn’t inconvenience her 
neighbor.

Another time, former school board member 
and Palo Verde resident Diane Reklis left her 
house to attend a meeting and accidentally left 
her dog out. Her neighbors “realized she was out, 
realized she wasn’t supposed to be out, figured 
out who had a key, figured out who had a phone 
number, dropped the dog in and called us,” she 
said. That level of concern for one another is 
evident throughout the neighborhood, Reklis 
added.

Reklis moved to Palo Verde in 1979, and from 
the beginning, she said, it was clear that people 
come from all over the world to live in the 
neighborhood. 

“There was the private investigator with an 
Olympic gold medal hanging on her wall,” 
she wrote in an email. “There were teachers, 
principals, librarians, stay-at-home mothers, 
economists and more. The man who invented the 

computer mouse lived on our street. ... Everyone 
had a story, but they were all most eager to talk 
about their kids’ soccer teams or the Eichler 
Swim Team.”

While the Eichlers create a non-intrusive home 
environment, residents don’t hesitate to “bring 
people out and talk to everybody,” Reklis said.

Neighbors hold a dog play date at Palo Verde 
Elementary School every Sunday morning, and 
unofficial get-togethers often take place at Seale 
and Ramos parks. Kenneth Road sponsors a 
Fourth of July parade in the neighborhood, and 
this year, Janice Way obtained a grant from the 
city to rent a bounce house for its annual block 
party.

Palo Verde parents also volunteer for the 
Palo Alto Unified School District. Chin is the 
president of the Palo Verde Parent Teacher 
Association and has volunteered for Gunn 
High School’s International Potluck, Teacher 
Appreciation Day and Chinese New Year 
activities.

“This is a wonderful place for our Palo Altans,” 
Chin said. “And I’d like to contribute my time 
and my efforts as long as there’s a chance.”

The neighborhood has housed a number 
of public servants and local politicians, 
including Reklis, former Mayor Sandy 
Eakins, Councilmember Cory Wohlbach, and 
Councilmember and former school board 
member Greg Schmid.

According to Reklis, Palo Verde residents 
simply care and make efforts to get involved in 
whatever way possible.

“It is a neighborhood of creative, adventurous 
people who are interested in family and 
community,” she wrote. 

 — Shawna Chen, 2017

FACTS
CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Palo Verde Kids’ 
Club, 3450 Louis Road

FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park Library, 4050 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: West Bayshore and Middlefield roads to 
the east and west, and Loma Verde Avenue and East 
Meadow Drive to the north and south

PARKS (NEARBY): Don Jesus Ramos Park, 800 
East Meadow Drive; J. Pearce Mitchell Park, 600 East 
Meadow Drive; Henry W. Seale Park, 3100 Stockton 
Place

POST OFFICE: Main, 2085 East Bayshore Road; 
Cambridge, 250 Cambridge Avenue

PRIVATE SCHOOLS: The Girls’ Middle School, 3400 
West Bayshore Road

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Palo Verde Elementary School, Jane 
Lathrop Stanford Middle School, Gunn High School

RECREATION: Palo Alto Family YMCA, 3412 Ross 
Road, Eichler Swim and Tennis Club, 3539 Louis Road

SHOPPING: Midtown Shopping Center, Middlefield 
Road and Colorado Avenue; also Middlefield Road at 
Loma Verde Avenue

Veronica W
eber
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K A T H L E E N  P A S I N
REAL ESTATE
(650) 450-1912
kathleen@kathleenpasin.com
www.kathleenpasin.com
DRE # 01396779

2015-2018 
Best Real 

Estate Agents 
in California

RealTrends.com

2013 2016  
2018 

Best Real 
Estate Agents 

in America

RealTrends.com

Winter Lodge Ice Skating Rink, 
Palo Alto

Palo Alto is in my DNA. 
As a third-generation native, 
it is an incredible privilege to 

share my love for this town by 
helping my clients manifest 

their real estate dreams. 

“

As a Palo Alto native, I’ve helped local buyers and sellers manifest extraordinary real estate 
outcomes for over 17 years. Results + Personal Service that go beyond the ordinary.
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South of Midtown

Marilyn Keller and Lisa Barkin both 
chose their homes in Palo Alto’s 
South of Midtown neighborhood 

in 2000 because, at the time, it was less 
expensive than surrounding areas and could 
still get them a Palo Alto ZIP code and 
inclusion into the high-ranking Palo Alto 
Unified School District.

Nearly two decades later, the longtime 
residents say they have remained there for an 
entirely different reason — they don’t think 
there’s a better place to live.

“People here seem very family-focused and 
grounded compared to the Palo Alto stereotype 
of the super elite,” 
said Keller, whose 
youngest child is 
set to begin college 
next fall. “I like 
the international 
character of our 
neighborhood with 
a lot of newcomers 
from various places 
with interesting and 
inspiring life stories. 
... Our neighbors are 
super friendly and 
very supportive of 
each other, which I 
value. “

She said residents 
get together several 
times a year for 
block parties, an ice 

cream social at Hoover Park and numerous 
local events held by the schools or the Midtown 
Residents Association.

Barkin said the neighborhood’s location — 
bounded by Alma Street, Middlefield Road, East 
Meadow Drive and Loma Verde Avenue — can’t 
be beat: It’s within walking or biking distance 
of Midtown, California Avenue and Mountain 
View’s shopping districts, as well as Fairmeadow 
Elementary School, JLS Middle School and 
Mitchell Park, with its library and community 
center.

“I’m pretty happy here,” said Barkin, who 
moved into her house 19 years ago and has 

since watched her children go through the 
public school system. “We wanted our kids to 
go to public schools ... and I’m happy with our 
decision.”

Barkin, who has one child in college and 
another in high school, said the school district 
continues to be a big draw for many of the 
younger families moving into the neighborhood.

Bryant Street, which runs through South of 
Midtown, is a defining part of the neighborhood. 
Designated as a bike boulevard optimized for 
bicycle traffic, the street in part has fostered an 
“eco-conscious” vibe, Barkin said.

“There’s a lot of accessibility, so it’s an active 
walking and biking community,” she said. “I 
feel safe doing both, and my son has ridden his 
bike to school for the past two years. People are 
very conscious about their footprint and the 
environment. For the most part, people are good 
about taking other methods of transportation 
besides their cars.”

It’s that sense of community and feeling 
of security that keeps residents active and 
connected to their neighbors, she added.

Keller said she’s concerned about the future 
of the neighborhood as the city moves forward 
with plans to redesign its rail corridor, which 
runs through the neighborhood. Closing down 
the rail crossing at Churchill Avenue is among 
the options being considered in the redesign. 
Keller said she’s worried that closing the crossing 
could compound the neighborhood’s worsening 
traffic congestion spurred by construction of 
higher-density housing in the area. 

 — Melissa McKenzie, 2019

FACTS
CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): Besse 
Bolton Kids’ Club, 500 E. Meadow Drive; Milestones 
Preschool, 3864 Middlefield Road; Covenant Children’s 
Center, 670 E. Meadow Drive; El Carmelo Kids’ Club, 
3024 Bryant St.; Grace Lutheran Preschool, 3149 
Waverley St.

FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road

 LOCATION: bounded by Loma Verde Avenue, East 
Meadow Drive, Middlefield Road and Alma Street

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: part of Midtown 
Residents Association, Sheri Furman, 650-856-0869 

PARKS: Mitchell Park, 600 E. Meadow Drive; Hoover 
Park, 2901 Cowper St.

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PRIVATE SCHOOLS (NEARBY): International School 
of the Peninsula, 3233 Cowper St.; Challenger School, 
3880 Middlefield Road; Keys School Lower Campus, 
2890 Middlefield Road

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: El Carmelo and Fairmeadow 
elementary schools, Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle 
School, Gunn High School 

SHOPPING: Midtown Shopping Center, Middlefield 
Road and Colorado Avenue; Charleston Center; Alma 
Plaza

Veronica W
eber

Magical Bridge, an inclusive playground designed for all ages and abilities, 
is located in nearby Mitchell Park.  

Veronica W
eber
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Adobe Meadow/Meadow Park

These side-by-side neighborhoods share 
much in common, including midcentury 
modern housing stock and a focus on 

safety and emergency preparedness, but do 
have their own unique character.

ADOBE MEADOW
Adobe Meadow in Palo Alto is a friendly 

place where once neighbors move in, they tend 
to stay put.

In fact, most neighbors only move out 
literally when they die, said 30-year resident 
Arthur Keller, with no irony in his voice.

“There aren’t that many people who move 
out otherwise,” said Keller, who bought his 
house on Corina Way 30 years ago. “It’s 
actually a very stable neighborhood.” 

Keller founded the Adobe Meadow 
Neighborhood Association in 2005. 

The neighborhood’s proximity to schools 
also contributes to people’s long-term stays, he 
said.

Adobe Meadow is surprisingly walkable, said 
Mary Ann Norton, who lives on Ross Road at 
East Meadow.

Adobe Meadow pioneered a block captain 
system that also doubles as an emergency 
preparedness program, he said. During the 
October 2017 wildfires in wine country, the 
neighborhood ordered N95 masks in bulk for 
neighbors struggling with the poor air quality, 
Keller said. The neighborhood also keeps a 
stash of emergency supplies and a roster of 
neighbors’ names and contact information.

Before the neighborhood was built 
out, Adobe Meadow consisted of rural 
lots, according to the Adobe Meadow 
Neighborhood Association literature. 

In the late 1940s, residents on Charleston 
and Grove Avenue crossed to Piers Dairy on 
Louis Road.

In December 1955, a rainstorm created 
a lake east of Middlefield Road, leaving the 
dairy cows knee-deep in water. That spring, 
developers began building homes on the dairy 
site. Eichler homes sprung up in 1956 on 
the south side of the new Adobe Creek flood 
channel. 

Grove Avenue and Corina Way started 
hosting block parties in the 1980s, and now 
there’s an annual neighborhood party in 
Ramos Park in the fall, Keller said. There are 
other neighborhood parties throughout the 
year, too, he said.

Residents acknowledge that the 
neighborhood is struggling more with parking 
now, Keller said. For example, there’s been a 
shortage of spots on weekdays when various 
company employees park at Mitchell Park to 
catch their shuttles to work.

Despite the changes and parking concerns, 
Norton still loves her neighborhood’s vibe. 
“We have an active neighborhood association 
and very friendly residents.”

One of the early reasons Adobe Meadow 
was formed had to do with neighborhood 
development as well, on East Meadow Circle.

MEADOW PARK
Adjacent to Adobe Meadow is Meadow 

Park, which formed their neighborhood 
association years ago to organize around 
single-story overlay issues common to Eichler 
neighborhoods.

Cathy Swan and her husband moved to 
Meadow Park in 1963 for his job. “It’s been 
home for such a long time — where we raised 
our kids,” she said.

Swan said she enjoys spending time at the 
Mitchell Park Library and her husband likes to 
walk to Mitchell Park.

The neighborhood’s best-kept secret, she 
said, might be the Fourth of July party, which 
is open to everyone.

Al Hastings, who has lived in the 
neighborhood since 1965, said that he and his 
family moved to Meadow Park after having 
lived in an Eichler home in Mountain View. 

“We loved this kind of house and we wanted to 
move into the Palo Alto school district,” he said.

The neighborhood is friendly and 
neighborhood preparedness coordinators 
try to ensure everyone is ready in case of a 
disaster, Hastings said, and it’s walkable, too —
just a 10-minute walk to Charleston Center. He 
said the neighborhood is “great for kids.”

Traffic along Charleston, however, is a hot-

button issue, he said. Likewise, Swan agreed 
that increasing traffic congestion is one of the 
neighborhood’s biggest challenges. 

Higher housing costs make the 
neighborhood skew a little older, Swan’s 
husband said because younger families can’t 
always move in. 

— Angela Swartz, with additional reporting  
by Jonathan Guillen, 2019

FACTS
CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Covenant 
Children’s Center, 670 East Meadow Drive; Sunshine 
Preschool Montessori, 3711 Ross Road

FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: East Meadow Drive to Adobe Creek, 
Middlefield Road to Louis Road

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Adobe Meadow 
Neighborhood Association, info@adobemeadow.org, 
adobemeadow.org, president: Chip Wytmar; Meadow 
Park Neighborhood Association, Cathy Swan, president, 
650-494-2892; swan.cathy@gmail.com.

PARKS: Don Jesus Ramos Park, 800 E. Meadow Drive; 
Mitchell Park, 600 E. Meadow Drive

POST OFFICE: Main, 2085 E. Bayshore Road

PRIVATE SCHOOLS: Challenger School, 3880 
Middlefield Road

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Fairmeadow Elementary School, 
Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle School, Gunn High School

SHOPPING (NEARBY): Charleston Center, Midtown 
Shopping Center

Veronica W
eber
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St. Claire Gardens

St. Claire Gardens, nestled in the heart 
of Palo Alto, might not be as famous 
as Old Palo Alto or Midtown, but it’s a 

neighborhood that hosts annual Labor Day 
picnics for its residents, watches out for both 
the young and young at heart, and has a tree 
so large and full of lights that even Palo Alto 
city staff recognize it.

Judy Ocken has lived in the St. Claire 
Gardens neighborhood for 40 years, and to 
this day, she still can’t believe it’s true, she 
said. The neighborhood has evolved and 
grown over the years just as the Ocken family 
has. When the Ockens first moved into the 
neighborhood, they didn’t ever think that the 
St. Claire Gardens’ streets would be where 
their future children would ride their bikes.

“We didn’t have children at the time and 
we weren’t even sure if we wanted to and yet 
we moved into a neighborhood that is such 
a family neighborhood. Someone must have 
been watching out for us,” Ocken said. “We 
had no idea what we were getting into.”

The tree-lined neighborhood is located 
conveniently close to Midtown and its stores 
and restaurants.

As children and families grow, the 
neighborhood experiences changes in 
population as many leave the area, but others 

come there to raise their families. Currently, 
Ocken has noticed an uptick middle-school-
aged kids. On the other end of the age 
spectrum, seniors can be seen throughout the 
neighborhood walking their dogs.

“It’s a feeling of a community where people 
know each other but they don’t live in each 
other’s houses. There’s a fair amount of privacy, 
but if you need somebody to talk to or need 
something done, there is always someone 
around,” she said.

St. Claire Gardens resident Bill Baerg agrees 
with this observation about the tight-knit 
nature of the neighborhood. 

A neighborhood favorite is one of the 
trees in front of the Baerg residence. It is 
large enough that it hangs out over the street 
and beautiful enough for the city arborist to 
consider it a “heritage tree,” Baerg said.

“We put up 1,000 or so LED lights up there 
and I turn them on whenever I think of it, not 
just at Christmas,” he said. “The neighbors 
often tell me how much they like it.”

The neighborhood also hosts annual picnics 
on Labor Day hosted by Alan Davis and his wife. 
Davis rents tables and cooks hamburgers and 
hotdogs. The neighborhood park is closed off for 
the event, and only St. Claire Gardens residents 
are able to attend. This is a tradition that has 

been taking place for the last 15 years that unites 
and engages the neighborhood community.

 St. Claire Gardens is a neighborhood where 
families and individuals at all stages of life can 
live peacefully all the while feeling respected 
and welcomed. 

 — Anissa Fritz, 2016

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): Mini 
Infant Center of Palo Alto, 3149 Waverley St.; Sibel’s 
Family Childcare Home, 786 Allen Court 

FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: St. Claire Drive, St. Michaels Drive and St. 
Michaels Court

PARKS (NEARBY): Hoover Park, 2901 Cowper St.; 
Mitchell Park, 600 East Meadow Drive

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.; Main, 
2085 E. Bayshore Road

PRIVATE SCHOOLS: Keys School, 2890 Middlefield 
Road

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: El Carmelo Elementary School, 
Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle School, Gunn High School

SHOPPING: Midtown Shopping Center, Middlefield 
Road and Colorado Avenue; also Middlefield Road at 
Loma Verde Avenue

Veronica W
eber
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Charleston Gardens

With the fast-paced, instantaneous 
lifestyle people have come to associate 
with Silicon Valley, it’s rare to find a 

place where people take the time to get to know 
their neighbors. Having a sense of community 
has become a lost art. That is, unless you live 
in a neighborhood like Palo Alto’s Charleston 
Gardens. 

 Bounded by main thoroughfares Charleston, 
Middlefield and San Antonio roads, Charleston 
Gardens is located just off the Bayshore Freeway, 
near Cubberley Community Center, Charleston 
Shopping Center and the Oshman Family 
JCC. Yet in spite of those busy boundaries, the 
neighborhood feels isolated from the traffic. 

“It wasn’t until we moved into our house 
and started exploring our Charleston Gardens 
neighborhood that we discovered the endearing 
characteristics that have made this place our 
home and our community,” said resident Naomi 
Wang. 

Wang said neighbors genuinely care about each 
other, often waving to each other during evening 
strolls. Her kids, she said, “love the vibe.”

“They started playing with neighborhood 
kids when everyone was just wee tall,” she said. 
“They spent idyllic summers circling around the 
block when they were learning to ride bikes on 
our tree-lined streets and later gained enough 
practice to venture to the local park or library by 
themselves.”

She said neighbors buy Girl Scout cookies 
from her daughter every February and freshly 
squeezed lemonade is quickly sold out during the 
long summer days.

“Last October, we had over 100 kids coming 

by to trick-or-treat,” Wang added. “Of course, 
there was one particularly adorable child who 
apparently enjoyed our Halloween treats so much 
that he became a loyal and frequent customer 
every 10 minutes. It was hilariously adorable.”

Adding to the sense of community is the 
generosity of Charleston Gardens residents. 
Wang said one of her neighbors shares 
homegrown vegetables and another brings 
“delightful treats” to neighborhood events. 
Residents flock together for outdoor movie 
nights, potlucks and an annual block party 
held every year in late September. Now in its 
20th year, the block party is not only an event 
welcoming new residents to the neighborhood, 
but it gives residents a chance to reconnect with 
friends and build camaraderie.

Neighborhood Preparedness Coordinator 
Scott Fullam moved to Charleston Gardens in 
2004, and echoes Wang’s sentiments.

“The neighbors are great,” he said. “On any 
particular evening while walking around the 
neighborhood, I bump into at least one neighbor 
and spend time catching up. Most everyone is 
familiar and friendly.” 

Fullam said the location of Charleston Gardens 
is one of its most appealing characteristics, 
with its “high quality” local market, proximity 
to the library, walkability to Herbert Hoover 
and Fairmeadow elementary schools and Jane 
Lathrop Stanford Middle School and direct route 
to Gunn High School. Palo Alto’s and Mountain 
View’s downtowns are just a 10-minute drive 
from the neighborhood, the San Antonio 
Caltrain station is a 20-minute walk. 

Both residents rave about the close-knit 

community and said the neighborhood is a good 
mix of retired original residents, baby boomers 
and families living in ranch-style, Eichler and 
newer-construction homes. 

“Despite its convenience to everything, our 
Charleston Gardens neighborhood maintains a 
decidedly tranquil and peaceful quality of life,” 
Wang said. “So, would I recommend moving to 
this prime real estate location? You betcha.” 

 — Melissa McKenzie, 2018

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): 
Children’s Pre-School Center, 4000 Middlefield Road, 
T-1; Good Neighbor Montessori, 4000 Middlefield Road, 
K4; Young Fives and Preschool Family, 4120 Middlefield 
Road; T’enna Preschool (OFJCC), 3921 Fabian Way 

FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road 

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700Middlefield Road

LOCATION: bounded by Middlefield Road, East 
Charleston Road, Montrose Avenue, Sutherland Drive

PARK: Mitchell Park, 600 East Meadow Drive

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.; Main, 
2085 E. Bayshore Road

PRIVATE SCHOOLS: Challenger School, 3880 
Middlefield Road; Gideon Hausner Jewish Day School, 
450 San Antonio Road; Kehillah Jewish High School, 
3900 Fabian Way; Palo Alto Prep School, 4000 
Middlefield Road, H-2

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Fairmeadow or Hoover elementary 
schools, Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle School, Gunn 
High School

SHOPPING: Charleston Center, San Antonio Shopping 
Center

Veronica W
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The Greenhouse

Patricia Markee says that residents at 
The Greenhouse, a set of two adjoining 
condominium complexes at the 

southernmost end of Palo Alto, are much 
wealthier now than when she bought her three-
bedroom condo for $49,000 in 1974. 

Then a software engineer, she could afford a 
“bigger place,” but her neighbors now are in a 
different socioeconomic bucket than she was — 
and the racial demographics of the complex have 
also changed.

“In my half of the building, it used to be that 
everyone was white,” Markee said. “And now ... 
I’m the only white person.”

Susie Mitchell, a resident who moved to 
The Greenhouse in 2005, said the complex’s 
diversity of ages and nationalities is a strength. 
She found it a far cry from the Sharon Heights 
complex where she had been the youngest on 
her floor.

“It’s a very diverse complex,” she said, pointing 
to the Russian family living next door, the 
Chinese residents on the floor below and the 
retired Stanford librarian who is from Bulgaria.

Named for the original purpose of the land, 
which was part of Bell’s Nurseries, Greenhouse 
I and II were developed by the Alpha Land 
Company in 1975 and 1978. The 15-acre 
property is dotted with trees, walking paths, 
lawns and even a par course. 

The homeowners’ association dues cover 
upkeep on the extensive grounds, including 
cleaning the gutters and checking smoke-
detector batteries once a year.

To Markee’s delight, the area’s tree population 

has increased significantly over time, as 
has the number of residents interested in 
outdoor activities. Other residents agree that 
the generous land is an attraction of The 
Greenhouse. 

“It’s one of the few condo complexes with 
grounds, where you can look out your window 
and see trees,” noted Lee Thé, who has lived 
there with his wife Phyllis since 1986. The 
couple has one of the 40 larger three-bedroom, 
two-bath units, among the 140 condos in 
Greenhouse I. Most are two-bedrooms with 
either one or two baths. The 79-unit Greenhouse 
II is similarly configured, Thé said.

Each condo complex has its own clubhouse 
and swimming pool. While the pool is heated 
during the summer and provides a real draw 
for families, it’s pretty quiet as the weather cools 
off. The clubhouse, on the other hand, is an 
active center, with a large “living room” with a 
fireplace, central heating, bathrooms and a full 
kitchen, Thé said. It can be rented for a nominal 
fee for anything from a family party to an 
evening of bridge.

One downside to the location is the traffic 
along San Antonio Road, what Thé called the 
“concrete canyon.” In June, residents raised 
concerns over a plan to allow two five-story 
Marriott Hotels to be built across the street 
from The Greenhouse on San Antonio Road. 
Heightened traffic was the chief issue at hand.

Markee was one of many residents who came 
to the City Council to oppose the plan, which 
was ultimately approved.

“It started to build more community when 

we went to talk to the City Council, but I think 
we were all a bit discouraged by the reaction,” 
Markee said.

Overall, residents are pleased with the 
complex’s location. An avid bicyclist and 
birdwatcher, Thé loves that The Greenhouse is so 
close to Shoreline Park in next-door Mountain 
View. And the complex is about equidistant 
from Castro Street in Mountain View and 
University Avenue in Palo Alto for restaurant 
access.

The Oshman Family Jewish Community 
Center’s gym is just a short walk away, and 
there’s a pedestrian shortcut behind the complex 
to Piazza’s grocery store at Charleston Plaza. 

 — Fiona Kelliher, 2017

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): 
Children’s Pre-School Center, 4000 Middlefield Road

FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Palo Alto 
Greenhouse Homeowners Association, Ralph Cahn, 
treasurer, 650-858-1012; The Compass Management 
Group Inc., 650-563-9900

PARK (NEARBY): Mitchell Park, 600 E. Meadow Drive

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Fairmeadow Elementary, Jane 
Lathrop Stanford Middle School, Gunn High School

SHOPPING: The Village at San Antonio, San Antonio 
Shopping Center, Charleston Plaza
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Greendell

Before Srini Sankaran even moved to the 
Greendell neighborhood in the southern 
part of Palo Alto, he was struck by the 

hospitality of residents of the 70-80 homes — 
mostly Eichlers and some ranch-style — in the 
quiet community.

“After we picked the house, we wanted to see 
how the neighborhood was and so we talked 
to the next-door neighbor,” said Sankaran, 
who has been a resident of Ferne Avenue for 
15 years and is president of the neighborhood 
association. “I couldn’t have found a better 
person to talk to. He took half an hour to 
explain and welcome me to neighborhood, even 
though I was just considering buying; people 
are very warm.”

Nadia Keshavjee moved to Ferne Avenue in 
2014 from San Jose, where her family had lived 
for 2 years, and she agrees with Sankaran that 
the neighborhood is filled with warm neighbors.

“We didn’t get to know our neighbors too 
well (in San Jose),” she said. “Greendell is well 
connected and neighbors look out for each 
other. People were really supportive and made 
sure we were settling in OK.”

Keshavjee said that once when she was out 
of town, Sankaran’s son helped clear out leaves 
from in front of her house when there was some 
flooding. 

Sankaran does note that the neighborhood 

could use more volunteers for its neighborhood 
preparedness program that’s part of the 
larger city of Palo Alto’s Block Preparedness 
Coordinator (BPC) Program. BPC aims to 
prepare the community before a disaster strikes, 
establish emergency radio communications 
links and empower residents to assist 
emergency response by serving as ‘eyes and ears.

A happy Greendell newcomer is Ken Dupree, 
who moved to Ferne Avenue with his family 
several months ago from Kansas City, Missouri. 
Dupree is thrilled about the quality of the 
schools, easy access to the beach and proximity 
to activities like soccer and tennis at the 
Cubberley Community Center. 

“You can swing a dead cat, and you’ve hit nine 
good schools,” he said. “I like the diversity of the 
Peninsula, and being in Silicon Valley is perfect 
because my wife is a techie.”

He said that it’s nice to have all the perks of 
Palo Alto without as much of the congestion 
that comes with living closer to Stanford 
University. He enjoys a 10-minute commute to 
work.

The neighborhood hosts an annual block 
party on Labor Day weekend that usually brings 
together about 130-150 people with things like 
bounce houses, dunk tanks and cotton candy, 
Sankaran said.

“The lady that organized the block party 

invited us to the block party before we were 
even residents,” he said. “That tells you how the 
neighborhood works ... There’s just really nice 
people.” 

 — Angela Swartz, 2017 

FACTS
CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Crescent Park 
Child Development Center (Peekaboo), 4161 Alma St.; 
Discovery Children’s House - Montessori, 303 Parkside 
Drive; Palo Alto Infant Toddler Center, 4111 Alma St.

FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 4050 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: between Ferne Avenue, San Antonio 
Avenue and Mackay Drive

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Greendell 
Neighborhood Association, admin@greendell.org; 
650-485-1335

PARKS: Greenmeadow Park (private), 303 Parkside 
Drive; Mitchell Park, 600 E. Meadow Drive

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PRIVATE SCHOOLS (NEARBY): Palo Alto Prep School, 
4000 Middlefield Road; Gideon Hausner Jewish Day 
School, 450 and 470 San Antonio Road

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Fairmeadow Elementary School, 
Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle School, Gunn High School

SHOPPING: Charleston Shopping Center, The Village at 
San Antonio
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San Alma

At the southern end of Palo Alto lies 
a townhome complex with all the 
ingredients for an active neighborhood: 

history, friendship and a strong sense of 
community.

San Alma (named for the intersection of San 
Antonio Avenue and Alma Street) consists of 
26 townhomes and eight below-market-rate 
condominiums, built around a 40-foot-tall 
American elm in 1974. In 2000, the by-then 60-
foot tree was named Heritage Tree No. 6, noted 
for its historical significance as being on the site 
of the Don Secundo Robles adobe, dating back 
to 1840.

But it isn’t the stately elm that pulls this 
community together.

“Ethnically, we’re sort of a microcosm of Palo 
Alto,” said resident Barbara Best.

They come from multiple countries — Russia, 
Korea, China, Chile, India, Sweden, France, 
Mexico, U.K. and the United States, said Best, 
president of the San Alma Association.

Calling San Alma home are school district 
employees, high-tech engineers and researchers, 
a small medical-services business owner, a 
professional dog trainer, a Stanford doctor, a 
professional volunteer who won the Lifetime of 
Achievements Award from Avenida, and a court 
translator. 

Despite their varied backgrounds, the San 
Alma community often joins together in 
celebrations and activities. The neighborhood 
regularly holds community picnics and 
gatherings where, according to Best “neighbors 
young and old” enjoy each others’ company. 

In addition to coming together for joyous 
occasions, the community also binds together in 

times of grief. “We also held a memorial service 
at the pool area for our Palo Alto firefighter who 
passed away several months ago and it was well-
attended by neighbors, friends, and family alike.”

Some of the original homeowners from 1975 
still reside in the complex, while newer families 
have cycled in over time. 

“There are many families who have been there 
for over 20 years and more who’ve been here 
over 10 years,” Best said. She also noted that the 
community boasts many younger families now, 
and at least 20 children under 18.

San Alma was designed by architect John 
Brooks Boyd, who also designed homes for 
Joseph Eichler. The complex consists of a narrow 
semi-circular street, Ponce Drive, and a cul-
de-sac, Hemlock Court. There’s parking for 12 
visitors, but most are encouraged to park along 
San Antonio Avenue or nearby Briarwood Way. 
The one- and two-story townhomes range from 
about 1,500 to 1,777 square feet, with small 
private backyards. The front yards — planted 
with liquidambar, crepe myrtle and olive trees — 
are considered part of the common area, along 
with the swimming pool, that is maintained by 
the homeowners’ association.

The association board meets monthly, and 
all residents come to one annual meeting. But 
any resident may bring an issue to the monthly 
board meeting.

In the past, residents have come together 
to vote on paint colors and make other 
community-wide decisions, and recently, the 
community came together for the betterment of 
itself. 

“One of our residents ... organized nine 
meetings of neighbors to discuss topics 

such as sustainability practices, emergency 
preparedness, and ways to increase community 
involvement. It was a great way to bring the 
neighborhood together,” Best said.

It is not uncommon to see children from the 
neighborhood playing together in the cul-de-sac 
or in the community pool area. 

“We have a small neighborhood,” Best said, “so 
it is easy for us to all know one another.” 

 — Alexandria Cavallaro, 2017

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): Crescent 
Park Child Development Center (Peekaboo), 4161 Alma 
St.; Montessori School of Los Altos, 303 Parkside Drive; 
Infant Toddler Center, 4111 Alma St.

FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: east of Alma Street, off San Antonio Avenue 
(including Ponce Drive and Hemlock Court)

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Barbara Best, 
president, San Alma Association, 650-704-2160, 
barbarabest@gmail.com

PARKS: Greenmeadow Park (private); Mitchell Park 
(nearby), 600 East Meadow Drive

POST OFFICE: El Camino, 3876 El Camino Real

PRIVATE SCHOOLS (NEARBY): Palo Alto Prep School, 
2462 Wyandotte St, Mountain View; Gideon Hausner 
Jewish Day School, 450 San Antonio Road

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Herbert Hoover Elementary School, 
Fairmeadow Elementary School, Jane Lathrop Stanford 
Middle School, Gunn High School, Greendell Elementary 
School

SHOPPING: San Antonio Shopping Center, The Village at 
San Antonio Center

File photo
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Walnut Grove

Palo Alto’s Walnut Grove stands out for 
its signature Eichler and Burke and 
Wyatt homes and its hallmark single-

story structures, but the tiny neighborhood 
frequently finds itself lumped in with nearby 
Greenmeadow.

“It’s a small little neighborhood and often 
overlooked,” said Ron Pyszka, who moved into 
his home on East Charleston Road in 1974. “It’s 
a pleasant little nook of Palo Alto with some very 
nice people.”

Initially, Pyszka said his family’s decision to 
purchase the house came from a limited housing 
market, but they were drawn to the area because 
of the schools; however, over the past 40 years, he 
has seen plenty of changes in the neighborhood, 
bounded by East Charleston Road, Alma Street 
and Adobe Creek.

“We happen to be on Charleston, which is a lot 
busier than it was 40 years ago, but a few years 
ago, the city reduced it from four lanes to two, 
which was really important to calming traffic and 
in the next month or two, they’re going to put 
in permanent landscaping. It’s a school corridor, 
and the idea is to make it a pedestrian and 
bicycle-friendly street. We’re really happy (the 
Palo Alto City) Council has supported us all of 
these years in doing that.”

Samir Mittal, who moved to Walnut Grove 
with his family five years ago, also wanted to 
reside in Palo Alto for the schools. At the time he 
bought his home, he found Walnut Grove to be a 
somewhat more affordable area.

“We are very blessed to live in this part of 
Palo Alto,” he said, noting he hopes someday his 

daughter, who is entering ninth grade at Gunn 
High School, will choose to live nearby. “It’s a 
beautiful neighborhood — very quaint and quiet.”

Mittal said he loves the walkability of Walnut 
Grove and its proximity to public transportation 
as well as the Charleston Shopping Center, 
Mitchell Park, the YMCA and the Palo Alto 
Library. 

“Walnut Grove is very kid friendly,” Mittal said. 
“My daughter bikes to school every day, and all 
the after-school activities such as music, tennis, 
swimming and classes take place in a 1-mile 
radius around Walnut Grove. There’s a great 
store nearby — Piazza’s Fine Foods. You can walk 
there, get your groceries and come home to make 
dinner.”

And, while many areas of Palo Alto are seeing 
newer residents purchase homes to rebuild larger 
ones on their lots, Walnut Grove residents have 
put measures in place — including a single-
story overlay enacted in 1992— to ensure the 
neighborhood retains its charm. 

“Our neighborhood has, for the most part, 
managed to retain its character,” Pyszka said. 
“Some neighborhoods have lost some of that 
character with massive two-story homes being 
built.”

Both residents noted block parties often bring 
the neighborhood together and they enjoy the 
mix of longtime older residents and newer 
residents, including young families.

“When we first moved in there were a lot of 
young families,” Pyszka said. “Most people stayed 
and it became increasingly older and now there 
are a lot of retirees, but in the last few years 

there have been an increasing number of young 
children and families with young children. It’s 
becoming more of a mix.”

“The neighborhood is only about three blocks 
deep,” he continued. “It’s very small; it’s very nice. 
There are no real big neighborhood controversies 
or issues. There’s not an awful lot of turnover. We 
are fortunate with our neighbors.” 

 — Melissa McKenzie, 2018

FACTS
CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS:  Crescent Park 
Child Development Center (Peekaboo), 4161 Alma St.; 
Montessori School of Los Altos, 303 Parkside Drive; Palo 
Alto Infant Toddler Center, 4111 Alma St.

FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road (at 
Mitchell Park)

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 4050 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: Bounded by East Charleston Road, Alma 
Street and Adobe Creek.

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCATION: Walnut Grove 
Homeowners’ Association, Vipul Vyas, vipul.vyas@gmail.
com

PARKS: Greenmeadow Park (private); Mitchell Park, 
600 East Meadow Drive

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PRIVATE SCHOOLS: Palo Alto Prep School, 2462 
Wyandotte St.; Gideon Hausner Jewish Day School, 450 
San Antonio Road

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Fairmeadow Elementary School, 
Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle School, Gunn High School

SHOPPING: Charleston Plaza, San Antonio Shopping 
Center
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Greenmeadow

L istening closely and with a little 
imagination, one can almost hear 
phantoms of laughter, clinking glasses 

and the camaraderie that has taken place so 
often since the Greenmeadow Community 
Association clubhouse opened in October 
2018. Among the many festivities, “we’ve had 
‘date night’ where parents can drop their kids 
off for three hours, block parties, football 
preview parties, quarterly luncheons for seniors 
and a Santa party,” said Association Social 
Chairwoman Lisa Knox. 

The clubhouse’s 2,100-square-foot great room 
and kitchen were the culmination of more than 
five years of planning and efforts by members 
of the Greenmeadow neighborhood. The 
community saved, fund-raised and secured a 
loan to renovate the aging center and swimming 
pool that developer Joseph Eichler built in the 
1950s.

Eichler designed the community center — 
which includes a park with towering redwoods, 
a 4,350-square-foot six-lane pool and a 
preschool — with the intention of creating a true 
community among his tract of 300 homes. But 
the people living in those homes decided they 
would go one step in furtherance of that vision 
for the 21st century.

The $2-million clubhouse (the cost includes 
the furnishings), designed by Kobza Associates, 
broke ground in mid-January 2018 and opened 
about 10 months later. It complements the 
surrounding Eichler-community architecture, 
with floor-to-ceiling glass windows that look 
out on the verdant park on one side and to the 
renovated, $800,000 sparkling, aquamarine, 

heated pool that opened in April 2018, on the 
other.

Inside, members often watch television, read 
or do work on their laptops while children take 
swimming lessons or splash in the pool. There 
are two areas to sit on comfortable sofas or 
chairs while studying or catching up on the latest 
neighborhood news. Each member has a key 
card to get into the building.

When it’s party time, the clubhouse offers a 
full complement of dinner service for 60 people, 
Knox said. And there’s a donated upright piano 
in the corner to accompany residents in song.

Association Vice President Jeff Kmetec 
pointed to the outside barbecues on the newly 
constructed patio. Around the back, there’s a fire 
pit and seating for outdoor fireside chats.

The clubhouse has been a popular gathering 
spot, he said. The grand opening attracted 400 
people; Halloween brought 250. On average, 
about 50 to 60 people attend the events, Knox 
said.

“If there’s a party for 300, we just open the 
doors,” Kmetec added, where people can spill out 
into the park or onto the deck.

At this point, the clubhouse is only available to 
Greenmeadow members. But over time it could 
be rented to outsiders, he said.

“It’s a social experiment. It’s starting to build a 
sense of community,” Knox added.

The clubhouse offers ADA-accessible showers 
and disability-compliant bathrooms that can 
double to accommodate parents who need to 
accompany a child of the opposite sex, Kmetec 
said.

Looking forward, the clubhouse could soon 

be used for more than parties and as a place for 
relaxation, Kmetec said.

“Greenmeadow has always had an emergency-
prep committee. We’re thinking the clubhouse 
should be equipped as the focal point for a 
disaster.”

To that end, he’s thinking about adding a filter 
that could turn the pool’s 175,000 gallons of 
water into a potable drinking source. They might 
add a generator so the clubhouse could be turned 
into a disaster center if needed, he said. 

— Sue Dremann, 2019

NEIGHBORHOOD AT A GLANCE
CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS: PACCC’s 
Children’s Preschool Center, Cubberley Community 
Center, 4000 Middlefield Road; Challenger School 
pre-k program, 3880 Middlefield Road; Milestones 
Preschool, 3864 Middlefield Road; Besse Bolton 
Kids’ Club, 500 E Meadow Drive; Montessori School 
of Los Altos, 303 Parkside Drive; Palo Alto Infant 
Toddler Center, 4111 Alma St.; PAUSD co-op program, 
Greendell School, 4120 Middlefield Road. 

FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park Branch, 3700 Middlefield 
Road

LOCATION: Between Alma Street and Nelson Drive, 
Ferne Avenue, Ferne Court and Ben Lomond Drive, and 
Parkside and Creekside drives.

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Greenmeadow 
Community Association, greenmeadow.org; Josh Feira, 
president, joshfeira@gmail.com

PARKS: Greenmeadow Park (private), Mitchell Park

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PRIVATE SCHOOLS: Challenger School, 3880 
Middlefield Road; Keys School, 2890 Middlefield Road; 
Gideon Hausner Jewish Day School, 450 San Antonio 
Road; Kehillah High School, 3900 Fabian Way; Girls 
Middle School, 3400 W. Bayshore Road; and Bowman 
International School, 4000 Terman Drive.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Fairmeadow Elementary, 500 
E. Meadow Drive; Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle 
School,480 E Meadow Drive; Gunn High School, 780 
Arastradero Road

SHOPPING: Charleston Center, Midtown, The Village 
at San Antonio

WHAT NEIGHBORS SAY: “It was immediately clear 
to us that Greenmeadow is a place where you don’t 
just have a house. You have a home, complete with 
neighbors that you really get to know at our many 
community traditions.” — Josh Feira

“For children and parents, many friendships start at 
the neighborhood pool.” — Penny Ellson

LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS: The Greenmeadow 
Community Association features nine different, very 
active committees, including a swim team and its own 
architectural review committee.

CLAIM TO FAME: Celebrated midcentury architect 
Joseph Eichler designed the nearly 300 homes in this 
tract.

SPECIAL EVENTS: Fourth of July parade and 
celebration, home and garden tour, Easter egg hunt. 
The swim team holds regular Friday night dinner 
fundraisers during the summer. 

Sue Drem
ann

A new gathering place

Lisa Knox, left, Greenmeadow Community Association social committee chairwoman, and Jeff 
Kmetec, association vice president, sit in the great room at the new clubhouse. 

IN THE  
SPOTLIGHT
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Fairmeadow

With its Eichlers and meandering 
circular cul-de-sacs, Fairmeadow is 
an easy neighborhood to get lost in, 

in a good way.
The circles, originally designed to slow traffic, 

ended up giving Fairmeadow its nickname: 
“The Circles.” A photo of the neighborhood’s 
circles were even showcased on the cover of 
Fortune Magazine in 1955.

“There’s something iconographic about being 
on the Fortune cover,” said Tim Perkins, a 
resident of Carlson Circle since 2007. Perkins 
said the neighborhood was particularly 
appealing since, at the time, it was affordable 
for Palo Alto standards and came with a long-
term upside given its high-quality schools, 
technology jobs and other benefits.

Ulfar Erlingsson, a resident of Ramona Circle, 
had lived elsewhere in Palo Alto for a long time, 
but bought a house in the neighborhood in 
2012. Fairmeadow first came to his attention 
about 20 years ago when he got lost biking 
through the neighborhood’s cul-de-sacs.

“(The layout) tempts you not to take a 
shortcut,” Erlingsson said. “You’re never gonna 
be (taking) a shortcut through here. I remember 
... so vividly, totally getting lost bicycling and 
thinking ‘What is this?’ ‘Who lives here?’ It 
always stuck with me.”

“It seems everyone in Palo Alto has at one 
time or another found themselves lost within 
the maze of Fairmeadow circles, but we’re a 
friendly bunch, so just ask us for directions,” 

said Len Filppu, a 20-year resident of the 
neighborhood and lead organizer of the 
Fairmeadow Neighborhood Association.

The association recently worked with the 
city on street striping and signs to calm traffic 
and make it safer for children, bicyclists and 
pedestrians.

Neighbors describe Fairmeadow as almost 
having an idyllic ‘70’s feel, with kids playing in 
streets and not feeling any inhibitions about 
ringing their friends’ doorbells to say “hi” or 
come hang out.

Maintaining the Eichler style of homes 
is important to many residents. As a result, 
many residents invested time in giving input 
to the city of Palo Alto’s Eichler Design 
Guidelines. The guidelines will include 
“compatibility criteria for remodels, additions 
and new construction within the city’s Eichler 
neighborhoods,” according to the city’s website.

Charlotta Hauksdottir said a lot of homes 
that are redone are done so in the low-rise 
modernist Eichler style.

“We’ve been concerned about the look of 
the neighborhood changing. When you get a 
two-story house, it changes the quality of life,” 
she said.

She did note that none of the remodels on 
her circle, Ramona Circle, have been torn down 
to build two-story homes. This has been a 
concern for Perkins as well, who believes two-
story homes in the predominately one-story 
neighborhood can lead to loss of privacy and 

have compatibility issues. 
There’s even more that brings the 

neighborhood together. Every August, 
Fairmeadow hosts a “Circle Party” that can 
attract hundreds of people. The event has 
included games, treats like snow cones, bouncy 
houses and even featured a roller rink one year. 

 — Angela Swartz, 2017

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY) Besse 
Bolton Kids’ Club, 500 E. Meadow Drive; Covenant 
Children’s Center, 670 E. Meadow Drive; Ellen Thacher 
Children’s Center, 505 E. Charleston Road; Hoover Kids’ 
Club, 445 E. Charleston Road; Palo Alto Community 
Child Care’s Infant Toddler Center, 4111 Alma St.

FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 4050 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: bordered by East Charleston Road, East 
Meadow Drive, Alma Street and J.L. Stanford Middle 
School and Herbert Hoover Elementary School

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION:Fairmeadow 
Neighborhood Association, lead organizer, Len Filppu, 
650-857-1031

PARK: Mitchell Park, 600 E. Meadow Drive

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PRIVATE SCHOOL: Challenger School, 3880 
Middlefield Road

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Fairmeadow and Hoover 
elementary schools, Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle 
School, Gunn High School

SHOPPING (NEARBY): Charleston Center
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Charleston Meadows

“Quiet,” “friendly” and “walkable” 
are just a few words Palo Alto 
residents use to describe their 

Charleston Meadows neighborhood.
It’s a place where neighbors present you 

with produce from their gardens when 
you move in; check on you when you get 
home from a hospital stay; or loan you their 
recycling bins when yours are full, said 
resident Carlin Otto. She knows all of her 
neighbors within 10 houses and says they’re 
friendly and outgoing.

Otto first moved into her Whitclem Drive 
home in 1983 when she was a lecturer in 
Stanford University’s Spanish department.

“It (Charleston Meadows) had a reputation 
of being avant garde,” she said. “It was a 
forward-looking, future-oriented place.”

She enjoys the neighborhood’s diversity, 
with its a mix of blue- and white-collar 
workers. “It’s just a wonderful microcosm of 
the world to be exposed to,” she said. 

Made up of wide streets with lots of 
greenery and cul-de-sacs that isolate it from 
traffic, the neighborhood is also known 
for being extremely quiet and “outdoorsy 

feeling,” according to lifelong Palo Alto 
resident Bo Crane. Even the homes, which 
are predominantly Eichler style with large 
windows that integrate the indoors and 
outdoors, reflect this feeling, he added. 

Crane said he particularly enjoys the 
neighborhood’s three parks. The Wilkie Way 
Bridge connects to Mountain View’s San 
Antonio Shopping Center, making it easy to 
access shopping.

Longtime Wilkie Way resident Roger 
Kohler said there aren’t quite as many people 
with younger children in the neighborhood 
now, as his generation’s kids have all grown 
up and out of Charleston Meadows, leaving 
an older population. 

Kohler, an architect, first moved to Palo 
Alto in the 1950s as an elementary school 
student, but landed on Wilkie Way in 1975.

He also enjoys the neighborhood’s parks. 
A highlight? Walking his golden retriever 

and German shepherd on Wilkie Way Bike 
Bridge over Adobe Creek to Robles Park, he 
said.

Otto said in addition to checking in with 
one another, the neighborhood finds many 

other ways to connect, too, including its 
annual fall social at Robles Park, where 
everyone gets together to visit and eat ice 
cream. 

 — Angela Swartz, 2018

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Ventura Community 
Center, 3990 Ventura Court; Mi Casita de Español 
Preschool, 4133 Wilkie Way; Edgewood House 
Preschool, 493 West Charleston Road

FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road; No. 5, 
600 Arastradero Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: bounded by West Meadow Drive, Alma 
Street, Adobe Creek and El Camino Real

PARKS: Don Secundino Robles Park, 4116 Park 
Blvd.; Monroe Mini Park (nearby), Monroe Drive and 
Miller Avenue; Ventura Community Center Park and 
Playground, 3990 Ventura Court

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Juana Briones Elementary School, 
Fletcher Middle School, Gunn High School

SHOPPING: The Village at San Antonio, Piazza’s 
Shopping Center, Alma Village
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Monroe Park

As a tight-knit community along the 
border of Los Altos, the Monroe Park 
neighborhood, located on the edge 

of South Palo Alto between Adobe Creek, El 
Camino Real and Del Medio and Silva avenues, 
keeps close despite the city’s ever-changing 
urban landscape. 

The small neighborhood tucked behind the 
landmark Dinah’s often spends time protecting 
itself from cut-through traffic caused by new 
office and housing developments along El 
Camino Real and San Antonio Road. 

The neighborhood has had to learn to be vocal, 
according to 40-year resident Linnea Wickstrom, 

because the neighborhood often feels like it’s 
last on the list for community upgrades because 
of its crossroads location. Right now, residents are 
lobbying for bike-path improvements.

“(This) neighborhood is a key bike connector 
to/from Palo Alto, Mountain View and Los Altos,” 
she says. “(We) need additional improvements 
in bikeways within the neighborhood and in 
connection to Mountain View.”

Although nearby construction is causing a 
temporary annoyance for residents, there are 
plenty of reasons other than its proximity to 
Mountain View and Los Altos that home buyers 
choose Monroe Park over other Palo Alto 
neighborhoods.

 Fifteen-year resident Deirdre Crommie says 
the mix of young families and retirees living 
in homes on large lots on the neighborhood’s 
tree-lined streets is what initially drew her to the 
community. 

“This neighborhood is quiet and very relaxed,” 
she says. “It has a more rural feeling. Residents 
are engaged in local politics and advocate for this 

neighborhood. (There is also) easy biking and 
walking access to shopping and restaurants.” 

The recent renovations to its neighborhood 
park and namesake, Monroe Park, and the 
neighborhood’s access to transportation, 
recreation venues like the Elks Club and the 
JCC are also a draw, says Crommie, as is the 
neighborhood’s walkability (with a score in the 
60s) and easy access to three downtown areas — 
California Avenue in Palo Alto, Castro Street in 
Mountain View and Main Street in Los Altos. She 
points out, however, that school-aged children 
are often at a disadvantage and the community 
occasionally gets overlooked by local government 
when decisions are made.

“Although our kids are in the Los Altos School 
District,” she says, “they do not get priority 
access to summer camps in Los Altos. We are a 
tiny segment of the Los Altos School District, 
so we have to fight extra hard for our interests, 
especially when to comes to safe routes to school 
and drawing boundaries for school attendance. 
We have a lot of new development surrounding 
this small neighborhood with the redevelopment 
of the Palo Alto bowling alley into dense housing, 
a larger hotel and the new development along San 
Antonio and El Camino Real. Also, we straddle 
two communities, Palo Alto and Los Altos, with 
our interests sometimes ignored by both.”

Still the traditional neighborhood block party 
each summer, and holidays like Halloween, as 
well as the political savviness of its residents make 
the small enclave special.

“We are an interesting neighborhood,” Crommie 
said, “as we vote for the Palo Alto City Council 
and the Los Altos School Board. That keeps us 
well-informed on many issues and in a unique 

perspective to understand how two cities work. 
Yet, living on the border of each city, we can, at 
times, be marginalized. Thus, we need to work 
hard as a community to advocate for our park, 
streets and neighborhood’s walkability to schools, 
and protection from development. We do not take 
things for granted in this neighborhood.” 

 — Melissa McKenzie, 2016 

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): Gideon 
Hausner Jewish Day School, 450 San Antonio Road, 
Palo Alto; Preschool Family, 4120 Middlefield Road, Palo 
Alto; Tiny Tots Preschool, 647 N. San Antonio Road, Los 
Altos

FIRE STATION: No. 5, 600 Arastradero Road, Palo Alto

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road, 
Palo Alto

LOCATION: bounded by Adobe Creek, El Camino Real 
and Mountain View borders (near Silva Avenue)

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Monroe Park 
Neighborhood Association, Linnea Wickstrom, president, 
ljwickstrom@comcast.net

PARKS: Monroe Park, Monroe Drive and Miller Avenue; 
Robles Park, on Park Blvd. between Meadow Drive and 
Tennessee Lane 

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave., Palo 
Alto

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Los Altos School District — Santa 
Rita Elementary School, Egan Junior High School; 
Mountain View-Los Altos Union High School District 
— Los Altos High School; Santa Clara County Office of 
Education — Bullis Charter School (K-8) 

SHOPPING: San Antonio Shopping Center, Mountain 
View; California Avenue, Palo Alto
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Palo Alto Orchards

When Leslie and Jim Fish moved 
into Palo Alto Orchards in 1980, 
the neighborhood was still largely 

occupied by original homeowners, many of them 
World War II veterans on the G.I. Bill. 

“We were the young couple on the block,” Jim 
said. “Young couples can’t really afford it (here) 
nowadays.”

Much like the fruit trees that formerly occupied 
the neighborhood’s land, Palo Alto Orchards 
has a life cycle of its own. Time and chance have 
influenced the flow from its genesis as a post-
war tract with young vets — the neighborhood 
aging with them — to a well-loved spot for young 
families to live and grow.

“The people tend to be very kind and less 
affluent than other parts of Palo Alto where 
you can often feel like you are living amongst 
a community of tech billionaires,” resident Sid 
Sharma said. “For example, my neighbor is a 
police chief and my other neighbor is an engineer, 
which are well-paying careers ... but nothing like 
the mix of retirees and Facebook IPO people 
that were common in my old neighborhood 
(Midtown).”

Sharma, a 2017 graduate of Palo Alto High 
School, moved into the neighborhood with his 
family from Midtown during his senior year at 
Paly. Sharma found his new neighborhood an 
interesting mix of old and new.

Not to be confused with nearby Barron Park, 
Palo Alto Orchards is a small neighborhood 
nestled off Arastradero Road between the Palo 
Alto Place high-rise apartments and the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel. The area is home to about 100 
households in a mix of mostly single-family 
homes and a few apartments. James McKellar 
and Matthew Kelly, the tract’s original developers 
— as well as their wives Suzanne and Lorabelle — 

comprise the namesakes for Palo Alto Orchards’ 
five streets. The neighborhood is convenient to 
nearby Terman and Briones parks and is within 
walking distance of Briones Elementary, Fletcher 
Middle School and Gunn High School.

A give-and-take atmosphere defined the 
neighborhood when the Fish family moved in and 
continues to define it, Jim said. He fondly recalls 
how their backyard first became a hangout spot 
for his sons and their friends. The boys’ friends 
from the apartments at the end of McKellar Lane 
didn’t have backyards of their own, so Jim and 
Leslie happily offered their cherished outdoor 
space for gatherings. 

“We really enjoy having a good-sized backyard,” 
Jim said. “On a nice day it’s wonderful.”

The Fishes’ love for their yard is the main reason 
that the footprint of their home has remained 
largely the same, despite a second story they added 
above the garage. The addition was very deliberate, 
Jim said — aimed at adding extra square footage 
without compromising outdoor space. 

Other residents in the neighborhood have 
taken alternate routes in response to their aging 
homes. All original homes that still stand in 
the neighborhood have been expanded upon 
in some way, Jim said. However, many of the 
neighborhood’s modest 1950s homes haven’t been 
so lucky.

“The neighborhood is an interesting mix of 
old one-story tract homes and opulent two-story 
housing,” Sharma said. 

A walk down any of the streets in Palo Alto 
Orchards reflects this: small single-story 1950s 
homes — some with added second stories — as 
well as several newer Spanish revival homes with 
sprawling stucco facades and red roof tiles. 

When comparing his former Midtown 
neighborhood to Palo Alto Orchards, Sharma said 

there’s a noticeable shift not just demographically, 
but also geographically.

“The neighborhood is a lot less walkable and 
bikeable to areas of interest than Midtown, but 
transit connections like the VTA are generally 
better,” Sharma said. 

It’s equidistant from Castro Street in Mountain 
View and University Avenue in Palo Alto, which 
makes the location convenient, he added.

Leslie and Jim’s favorite neighborhood 
memories came from raising their two sons in 
Palo Alto Orchards with help and support from 
their older neighbors who didn’t have children.

“Our neighbors were so patient and had 
a generosity of spirit when it came to loud, 
boisterous boys,” Leslie said. “The neighborhood 
just has a warm feeling to it.” 

 — Josh Code, 2018 

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Palo Alto 
Montessori School, 575 Arastradero Road; Palo Alto 
Preschool, 4232 El Camino Real; Young Life Christian 
Preschool, 687 Arastradero Road

FIRE STATION: No. 5, 600 Arastradero Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road

LOCATION:McKellar Lane, Suzanne Court, Suzanne 
Drive, Kelly Way, Lorabelle Court and Arastradero Road, 
bordering Barron Park

PARKS: Juana Briones Park, 609 Maybell Ave.; Terman 
Park, 655 Arastradero Road

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PRIVATE SCHOOL: Bowman International School, 
4000 Terman Drive

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Juana Briones Elementary School, 
Fletcher Middle School, Gunn High School

SHOPPING: El Camino Real, San Antonio Village
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Barron Park

Needles Studio, which Erika Harrington 
opened at 3666 El Camino Real 
Suite A in Palo Alto’s Barron Park 

neighborhood at the start of this year, not 
only serves as a sewing studio for residents 
of all ages and abilities but as a community 
gathering place.

Here, people meet new friends, chat and 
exchange sewing techniques while reimagining 
the old and worn-out to create something new: 
a one-of-a-kind purse, a dog blanket, a stuffed 
animal or business attire.

Want to sew seat cushions? No problem. 
There’s an industrial-grade sewing machine at 
Needles. A man sewed an entire sofa on the 
machine, assembling all of the fabric parts in 
the studio. Another man sewed a tool bag, 
Harrington said.

On open-studio days, people drop in to 
work on their projects, get assistance from 
Harrington and socialize. Harrington also 
offers summer camps and classes for adults and 
children.

If the fabric of a neighborhood is its sense 
of community, Harrington hopes her studio 
will be that kind of venue for Barron Park and 
surrounding neighborhoods, she said.

“It’s not just classes. We are building 
connections just talking together,” Harrington 
said.

The thread that often binds people together 
is steeped in traditions of giving, and in some 
cases, of women teaching each other.

Harrington is instilling that ethic of giving 
in children who attend camps at the studio. 

During one camp series, 12 children sewed 
more than 150 items that they gave to local 
charities. Another camp series focused on 
sustainable sewing, in which all of the fabrics 
came from FabMo, a local nonprofit that 
rescues discontinued designer samples and 
makes them available to the public for creative 
reuse.

“I was blown away. Even kids age 8 could 
make something gift-worthy,” she said.

Harrington said there are many places, such 
as Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital, to which 
people can donate things they make.

“The hospital has online patterns of the 
things they want. A lot of them are easy for 
kids. Pets in Need can use cat toys and dog 
blankets,” she said.

Boys also are taking to sewing. One helper 
at her first camp was a middle school student 
who had a passion project: “He made dog 
clothes for his little dog,” she said.

Sewing also develops intergenerational 
bonding.

Barron Park resident Claudia Quiroga and 
her daughter’s best friend, Samantha Lang, 15, 
have bonded over sewing at Needles, they said.

Quiroga first came to the studio this summer 
to transform a dress into a skirt. Samantha was 
interested in sewing and has been re-purposing 
old T-shirts, which she modified for the summer.

A lifelong sewing enthusiast, Harrington 
learned to love fabric arts from her 
grandmother and mother, who crocheted and 
did needlecraft.

“My grandmother is an amazing knitter. She 

always had a craft project going,” Harrington said.
A former real estate attorney, the Palo Alto 

resident said she took time off from work when 
her children were young. Now that her boys 
are 10 and 12 years old, Harrington thought it 
was time to return to the workplace

She opened her studio in late January. In 
the first week, the neighborhood had a power 
outage.

The sewing machines weren’t working, but 
that didn’t stop her students.

“We switched to hand projects,” she said. The 
neighborhood also joined in the fun. “People 
came in to play board games.”

Harrington said sewing “helps you to build 
trust and confidence in yourself — to take the 
risk of trying something new.” 

— Sue Dremann, 2019

NEIGHBORHOOD AT A GLANCE
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): Barron 
Park Children’s Center, Barron Park Preschool, Barron 
Park Kids’ club, Juana Briones Kids’ club.

FIRE STATION: No. 5, 600 Arastradero Road.

LIBRARIES: College Terrace branch, Mitchell Park 
branch.

LOCATION: Roughly between Chimalus Drive and 
Maybell Avenue, El Camino Real and Gunn High School 
fields.

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Barron Park 
Association, John W. King, president, president@
bpaonline.org; bpapaloalto.org.

PARKS: Cornelis Bol Park, Juana Briones Park.

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Barron Park and Juana Briones 
elementary schools, Fletcher Middle School, Gunn High 
School.

SHOPPING: Alma Plaza, San Antonio Shopping Center, 
California Avenue.

WHAT NEIGHBORS SAY: “There are a lot of deep 
reasons to know your neighbors, and we try to maintain 
that.” — Richard Elder

“Schools play a big role in why people move to Barron 
Park.” — Markus Fromherz

“People who were in strong opposition on one issue 
came together on the next issue. I am proud to be 
a neighbor of theirs in Barron Park.”  — Winter 
Dellenbach, describing how even when confronted with 
divisive issues, the neighborhood remains tight knit.

FAMOUS RESIDENTS: Perry and Jenny, Palo Alto’s 
mascot donkeys, who live at Bol Park. Generations of 
donkeys have lived here since the 1930s when Josina 
and Cornelis Bol kept donkeys on their property. In later 
years, neighbors helped fund the creation of Bol Park at 
the site where today’s donkeys live. 

SPECIAL EVENTS: The Barron Park Association hosts 
a variety of events, including an annual May Fete 
celebration, movie nights, bi-monthly senior lunches, 
visits with the donkeys at Bol Park, ice cream socials 
and celebrations of Lunar New Year, Holi and Garba. 
The association is planning for the upcoming 100th 
anniversary of Barron Park.

Sinead Chang

Sewing up community connections

Erika Harrington, who opened Needles Studio in the neighborhood in 2019, aims to help bring the 
community together at the sewing studio.

IN THE  
SPOTLIGHT
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Green Acres

The name may be reminiscent of the 
pastoral 1960s TV show, but Green Acres 
in Palo Alto is better known for its close 

proximity to three top-ranking public schools: 
Juana Briones Elementary School, Terman 
Middle School and Gunn High School.

“The schools are excellent, and the 
bonus of having kids able to walk to school 
independently from grades K-12 is priceless,” 
said resident Susan Pines, who has three 
school-aged children. “The location of the 
neighborhood is great, for schools, for walking 
on the bike path to Bol Park and biking to 
Stanford. Another bonus is the underground 
utilities, both functional, with very few power 
outages, and aesthetic.” 

Green Acres consists of two sections: Green 
Acres I, which covers the small area from 
Arastradero Road to Glenbrook Drive and 
from Los Palos to Pomona avenues; and Green 
Acres II, which is larger, and stretches from 
Maybell Avenue to Arastradero Road and from 
Coulombe Drive to Georgia Avenue. 

Ruth Satterthwaite, one of the leaders of the 
Green Acres II Neighborhood Association, said 
she has seen many changes in the area since 
moving there with her husband in 1985. 

“There has been a fair amount of turnover, 
especially recently, as some of the original owners 
have moved away ... new families with younger 
children are moving into the neighborhood,” 
Satterthwaite said. 

Jim Colton, who has lived in the Green Acres 
neighborhood for more than four decades, said 
he also has seen the demographic changes.

“What hasn’t changed though is three schools 

within walking distance and the quiet of the 
neighborhood,” Colton said.

The biggest complaint residents said they 
have about the neighborhood is the lack of retail 
stores.

“When we moved here, there was the All 
American Market on El Camino at Los Robles. 
Now the small Barron Park Market is the closest 
option when you run out of essentials. Walgreens 
just has snack food. We are used to planning our 
grocery trips with the car,” Pines said.

Satterthwaite and Colton also pointed out that 
Green Acres II has no stores in it.

“The closest store is Walgreens on El Camino, 
about a mile away, with a few more small stores 
a bit further north on El Camino. But for major 
grocery shopping, either Los Altos or Piazza’s 
on Charleston and Middlefield are much more 
practical; likewise, most other shopping needs or 
errands unfortunately generally require driving 
to another area,” Satterthwaite said.

Residents Lorie and Eric Englhardt buy milk at 
Walgreens, deli sandwiches at Driftwood Market 
and tea drinks at Teaspoon in Los Altos, Lorie 
said. The couple and their four children have 
lived in Green Acres II for 16 years.

“Our four kids have gone through Juana 
Briones,” she said. “We still have one at Terman 
and one at Gunn. We love having the schools 
so close. We have enjoyed getting to know our 
neighbors and have liked the annual summer 
block party. Our two daughters babysit and enjoy 
working for families in the neighborhood.”

Just like Green Acres II, Green Acres I is a purely 
residential neighborhood dominated by single-
family homes and in walking distance to schools.

Vidya Maharajah, a Green Acres I resident for 
10 years, said she can walk or take a quick drive 
to stores she needs.

“I have no complaints about the 
neighborhood,” said Maharajah. “It’s a fantastic 
place, with lots of greenery, schools nearby, and 
a trail behind. The walkability score is high. You 
see kids playing around. Neighbors are close to 
each other and help each other out.” 

 — Crystal Tai, 2017

FACTS
LOCATION: Green Acres I: Arastradero Road to 
Glenbrook Drive, Los Palos to Pomona avenues; 
Green Acres II: Maybell Avenue to Arastradero Road, 
Coulombe Drive to Georgia Avenue

CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Palo Alto 
Montessori School, 575 Arastradero Road; Whistlestop 
Child Development Center, 3801 Miranda Ave. No. T6B; 
Young Life Christian Pre-School, 687 Arastradero Road

FIRE STATION: No. 5, 600 Arastradero Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: (Green Acres I) 
Alice Sklar, a2sklar@aol.com; (Green Acres II); Jim 
Colton, 650-464-1775.

PARKS: Juana Briones Park, 609 Maybell Ave.; Terman 
Park, 655 Arastradero Road

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PRIVATE SCHOOL: Bowman International School, 
4000 Terman Drive

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Juana Briones Elementary School, 
Fletcher Middle School, Gunn High School

SHOPPING: El Camino Real, San Antonio Shopping 
Center, Downtown Los Altos

Veronica W
eber

Palo Alto NH-2020.indd   58 12/2/19   6:35 PM



 Neighborhoods | Palo Alto Weekly | 59

Greater Miranda 

Landlocked on three sides with three cul-
de-sacs jutting out of Miranda Avenue, 
the neighborhood known as Greater 

Miranda is isolated in ways that many other 
neighborhoods in Palo Alto are not.

The neighborhood has consisted of 55 
homes since the 1960s and boundaries are 
strictly defined by Alta Mesa Memorial 
Park, Adobe Creek and Foothill Expressway. 
Miranda Avenue is the only way in and the 
only way out, limiting foot traffic and often 
times confusing UPS and Uber drivers. Moana 
Court, Arroyo Court and Miranda Green form 
three spokes, or cul-de-sacs, extending east 
from Miranda Avenue.

The neighborhood’s close proximity to 
Adobe Creek makes the community seem even 
more remote. Many residents enjoy the dual 
rural-suburban character of the neighborhood, 
finding solace in the sounds of the creek while 
still being a 10-minute drive away from Los 
Altos and downtown Palo Alto. Wild animals 
like coyotes and deer also regularly use the 
creek as their passageway. 

“This morning when I was walking, I saw 
two big male deer walking across Miranda 
Avenue,” resident Carla Matlin said. “It’s not 
what you expect to find in Palo Alto. We’re 
big campers so it’s almost like camping year 
round.” 

Matlin, a manager for a service agency, 
moved to Greater Miranda in 2006. Since 
then, her expectations for the neighborhood 
have been exceeded in every way, she said. 
She’s been able to raise her children within an 
enclosed neighborhood, feeling comfortable to 
let them hop from house to house to play with 
other neighbors’ children. 

“I don’t worry that the kids go out, because 
neighbors will let me know if anything is going 
on or if one of my kids have shown up at their 
house,” Matlin said, “We (neighbors) all look 
after each other.”

Don Nielson, the neighborhood association 
leader, also recalled comfortably raising his 
four children in Greater Miranda with his 
wife, Helen. His children, who have all long 
since graduated from Gunn High School, often 
played on swings set up over the creek with the 
neighborhood’s aggregation of kids, using the 
creek as if it were a playground. 

“My wife, one day, kept track of all the kids 
who ran through the kitchen door through the 
garage. It would blow your mind. It was like 
100 in and out during the day,” Nielson said. 
“(My children) all cherish (their childhood) to 
this day. They liked the notion of growing up 
here,” he said.

A resident of Greater Miranda since 1973, 
Nielson has closely documented the history of 
the neighborhood for over 18 years, reporting 
everything from the region’s origins as a water 
source for Ohlone Indians to its annual Fourth 
of July celebration and Jelly Bean Olympics.

He recalled different times when problems 
have arisen and the neighborhood has banded 
together to solve them. One issue that brought 
neighbors together was the push to make 
Miranda Avenue safer. Alta Mesa Memorial 
Park owned a portion of the roadway that ran 
through the middle of the cemetery. In 2002, 
the cemetery put in a chain-link fence along 
the road to keep people out of the graveyard, 
making the pathway very narrow for foot 
and bicycle traffic. After the neighborhood 
convinced the cemetery to take down the 
fence, part of the path was replaced. Neighbors 
pushed for an even safer asphalt road, which 
the city eventually put in a couple of years 
later. 

“Part of the history of this neighborhood 
has been how we gained rightful access to our 
neighborhood. It was a community effort, 
totally, and to the city’s credit, they eventually 
helped in the process,” Nielson said.

Although there are still some traffic jams on 
nearby Arastradero Road, the neighborhood is 
now very safe, resident Greg Simons said. He 
was born and raised in Palo Alto and moved 
back to be close to family. He raised his two 
daughters in Greater Miranda and, like Matlin 
and Nielson, felt safe having his children roam 
around the neighborhood and visit other 
neighbors’ houses. 

While housing prices have increased, 
turnover here has been minimal and nothing 
has alarmed or pushed out residents, Simons 
said. 

“My parents live on Willmar Drive and 
when a house goes on sale there, there are just 

multiple bids and it’s crazy traffic,” Simons 
said. “And around here, it’s not quite as 
heated.” 

In general, Nielson thinks the neighborhood 
should stay relatively the same as it has been 
for over 50 years. In a stark contrast to many 
other neighborhoods in Palo Alto, Greater 
Miranda is not likely to face any pressure to 
overbuild or challenge infrastructure. 

“There won’t be much change structurally,” 
Nielson said. “It’s pretty much the same 
neighborhood we moved into.” 

 — Alicia Mies, 2018

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Whistle Stop Child 
Development Center, 3801 Miranda Ave., No. T6B

FIRE STATION: No. 5, 600 Arastradero Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: Miranda Avenue, Arroyo Court, Miranda 
Green and Moana Court

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Don Nielson, 
650-941-2429

PARKS (NEARBY): Terman Park, 655 Arastradero 
Road; Juana Briones Park, 609 Maybell Ave.

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.; 3801 
Miranda Ave. (inside VA hospital)

PRIVATE SCHOOL: Bowman International School, 
4000 Terman Drive

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Juana Briones Elementary School, 
Fletcher Middle School, Gunn High School

SHOPPING: El Camino Real, San Antonio Shopping 
Center
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Esther Clark Park

In many ways, the character of Palo Alto’s 
Esther Clark neighborhood is exemplified 
by Esther Clark Park, located directly off of 

Arastradero Road. A 21-acre nature preserve, 
it remains a highlight for those who enjoy a 
place of tranquility and natural beauty.

The best way for a visitor to enter the park 
is from Old Adobe Road where drivers are 
enveloped with a tunnel of trees arching over 
the inclined road. Driving further on, the road 
meanders up and down, and up again even more 
steeply. Esther Clark Park neighborhood feels 
like a secret, hidden behind winding hills and 
impressive Spanish-style villas. After a short 
drive to the end of the road is the park, settled 
against the last few houses in the neighborhood. 
A sign greets the visitor: “Palo Alto Open Space.” 

Dr. Esther Clark was one of the key founders 
of the Palo Alto Medical Clinic, and she also 
established her own nonprofit with the goal 
of helping children with disabilities. Richard 
Horn, one of the many veteran residents of 
Old Adobe Road and a retired pediatrician 
himself, remembers the highly respected Palo 
Alto figure fondly for what she brought to his 
beloved neighborhood.

“Esther Clark owned all of this property, and 
she developed Old Adobe Road ... (the land) 
was donated with the understanding that it 
would be open space ... “ he said, adding that, 
“The neighborhood is nicely isolated, but also 

acts like a classic American neighborhood 
with lots of space.”

Joining Mr. Horn as a longtime resident of 
the Esther Clark neighborhood, Katy Clancey 
and her daughter Jeannie talked about their 
love for their neighborhood.

“You’re living in a rural setting, but you’re 
five minutes away from towns like Los Altos,” 
Katy Clancey said. 

Her daughter Jeannie chimed in as well: “It 
is absolutely the perfect place to live because 
of its calmness ... the park is a treasure to this 
neighborhood.”

Interestingly, both Clancey and Horn 
mentioned the development that has taken 
place and is still ongoing on Old Adobe Road 
and Old Trace Lane. The original homes were 
more rustic and spaced out from one another.

“There used to be a lot of smaller houses, 
but now there is more development of bigger 
ones,” Horn said. 

One resident said that he considered the 
new homes popping up as “monstrosities.” 
Katy Clancey half-heartedly agreed with these 
criticisms as well, but is still optimistic and 
very content with her surroundings.

“It’s hard for those of us who love this old 
rural setting ... but it is exciting to see new 
energy in the neighborhood,” she said, adding 
that there had been barbecues at the end of 
the street in which all of the residents, both 

longtime and new, came together and enjoyed 
their little paradise.

The park itself still looks exactly as Esther 
Clark had intended: open space reaches into 
the horizon, providing plenty of opportunity 
for people to enjoy nature as well as partake in 
activities.

“People do a lot of walking, riding horses 
and jogging,” Mr. Horn said.

It’s understandable that these residents 
are so fond of their neighborhood, as it feels 
tucked away into a part of Palo Alto that 
feels rural, even though, just down the hill, 
there are large corporate office buildings — 
an immediate reminder of how special the 
neighborhood’s peaceful atmosphere is. 

 — Patrick Condon, 2016

FACTS
FIRE STATION: No. 5, 600 Arastradero Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: from Old Adobe Road to Manuela Avenue, 
off Arastradero Road, including Old Trace Road

PARK: Esther Clark Park, Old Trace Road

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Nixon Elementary School, Fletcher 
Middle School, Gunn High School

SHOPPING: El Camino Real, Downtown Los Altos
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Palo Alto Hills

The drive to Palo Alto Hills is unlike the 
drive home most Palo Alto residents 
experience. Winding rural roads with 

glimpses of rolling golden hills through the 
foliage and very few cars make for an enjoyable 
commute for residents of this neighborhood. 
and it’s easy to forget it’s only a stone’s throw 
from Silicon Valley. 

The Palo Alto Hills neighborhood is an oasis 
for those looking for a serene setting to live in. 
With large lots featuring sizable homes with 
breathtaking views of the Bay Area, it is an ideal 
place to get away. 

Palo Alto Hills residents moved to the 
neighborhood for many of the same reasons, to 
get away from the busy Silicon Valley life and 
relax in a place with friendly neighbors and 
spectacular views. 

Palo Alto Hills resident Mark Nadim has lived 
in the neighborhood for 30 years and still says 
his favorite thing about his home is its natural, 
relaxing qualities. 

“It’s nice to have the fresh air and wildlife,” 
Nadim said. “It really makes it a serene place to 
live.” 

Other Palo Alto Hills residents like Jay Weber 
are very appreciative of the neighborhood’s 
tranquility. Weber was particularly taken by the 
laid-back, private atmosphere when he moved 
in seven years ago. 

“The partly rural feel of the neighborhood 
is nice. It is quiet, but not deathly quiet. It is 
quiet enough that you can take a deep breath 
and take it all in,” Weber said. “It is also a nice 
drive when you are coming back from work and 
driving through the trees. You feel like you’re 
going to a different space.”

In order to have larger lot sizes, residents 

must live further apart and do not see each 
other as frequently as they might if they lived 
in another Palo Alto neighborhood. For Weber 
this was a big adjustment for him and his wife 
when they moved from Menlo Park. While they 
do not see people as often as they did in their 
previous neighborhood, Weber says they do see 
a few neighbors when they go on walks or runs.

 There is still a strong sense of community in 
the neighborhood. 

“We do not always see our next-door 
neighbors,” Nadim said. “We may not be close 
by but I know that if I need help, it is only a 
phone call or an email away.”

Within Palo Alto Hills, residents have easy 
access to a few activities including the Palo 
Alto Hills Golf Course and Country Club 
and Foothills Park. Access to Foothills Park 
is particularly exciting for Weber and his wife 
since they lived in Menlo Park prior to moving 
to Palo Alto Hills and the park only allows Palo 
Alto residents to visit. 

“Foothills Park is a real gem and a real plus 
to the neighborhood,” Weber said. “When we 
were looking at this house, we were Menlo Park 
residents so they wouldn’t let us into the park 
and we wanted to see it. We saw it on the map 
but we didn’t know what a gem it really was 
until we actually moved here.”

While residents do have easy access to a 
variety of outdoor activities and live in a very 
peaceful, secluded place, simple things like 
going downtown or doing grocery shopping are 
more time-consuming than they are for most 
Palo Alto residents. Most attractions within 
Palo Alto and surrounding cities are at least 
a 20-minute drive away. Nadim says this can 
make it more difficult to stay connected to the 

Palo Alto community.
To maintain connections within the 

neighborhood, Nadim, who also happens to be 
the president of the neighborhood association, 
organizes an annual holiday party at the country 
club. The event brings neighbors together 
to celebrate the holidays as well as address 
neighborhood business. It is very popular 
among residents and is a favorite neighborhood 
event of Weber’s. 

Although it is more remote than any other 
neighborhood in Palo Alto, residents still find 
their location ideal because they are close to 
outdoor areas that most locals do not get to visit 
on a daily basis. 

“Every morning when I run up to Vista Hill, 
I get to see the whole Bay Area laid out in front 
of me,” Weber said. “I get that same view three 
times a week but that is still the highlight of 
living here for me.” 

 — Rachel van Gelder, 2017

FACTS
FIRE STATION: No. 8 Foothills Park, 3000 Page Mill 
Road (during summer); No.5 600 Arastradero Road 

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: Off Page Mill Road: Alexis Drive, Country 
Club Court, Bandera Drive and Laurel Glen Drive

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: paloaltohillsna@
gmail.com 

PARK: Foothills Park, 3300 Page Mill Road 

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave. 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Nixon Elementary School, Fletcher 
Middle School, Gunn High School

SHOPPING: El Camino Real, Downtown Los Altos, 
California Avenue 
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Lyn Jason Cobb
650-464-2622

lynjason.cobb@cbnorcal.com
DRE 01332535

www.CallLyn.com

Regan Byers
650-678-7765

Regan.byers@cbnorcal.com
DRE 01034761

www.ReganByersHomes.com

Beth Leathers
650-302-2449

beth.leathers@cbnorcal.com
DRE 01131116

www.bethleathers.cbintouch.com

Liliana Perazich
415-297-0125

liliana.perazich@cbnorcal.com
DRE 02015538

www.lilianaperazich.cbintouch.com

Our Teamwork Makes Your Dream Work!

The Lyn Jason Cobb Team

The Lyn Jason Cobb Team Nationally recognized Coldwell Banker Top 1% team  
Top 100 in Northern California and top 250 teams Nationwide by Wall Street Journal since 2010

MEET THE LYN JASON COBB TEAM

Lyn Jason Cobb
Lyn is a sixth-generation resident of the San Francisco Bay Area. Her roots bring a dynamic understanding of the 
Bay Area and a connection to people and resources that are unsurpassable.  Her colleagues and clients rely on her 
reputation for honesty, integrity and fair play. She consistently leverages that reputation on behalf of her clients 
creating a successful atmosphere for her clients when they buy or sell. Lyn gets the job done.

Regan Byers
Regan’s primary market is the mid-Peninsula, mainly San Mateo county, plus San Francisco. Regan knows these 
areas are a collection of individual communities each with their own type of architecture, amenities and housing 
opportunities. With a background in investments and finance, Regan’s knowledge and experience empowers her 
clients to make informed decisions. 

Beth Leathers
Beth grew up in Menlo Park, attended local schools and continues to have in depth knowledge of the area and its 
surroundings. On the sales side she has an individualized plan towards recommendations on staging, cleaning and 
preparations to showcase your home and appeal to the widest audience of qualified buyers. As a Senior Real Estate 
Specialist (SRES), Beth is specifically trained to assist seniors and their multigenerational families with the sale or purchase 
of real estate. From organizing a move to locating an acceptable housing option, Beth is there from start to finish. 

Liliana Perazich
Liliana was born and raised in Menlo Park. She is a true native daughter who is deeply involved and trusted in 
community, school organizations and charitable activities. She has lived and worked throughout the Bay Area and is 
well connected. After 26 years of experience in the Health Care Industry, she is a true advocate for what is best for 
her clients. You can depend on Liliana.

Team Certifications: Global Luxury Specialists, Relocation Specialists (Cartus Network Buyer and Seller 
Specialist), Senior Real Estate Specialists SRES, Home Marketing Specialists, 1031 Exchange Specialists,  
First Time Buyer Specialists, Negotiation Strategy Specialists. Leasing Agents, Build-It Green Specialists, 
Equestrian Properties, California Agent Network, Worldwide Referrals

The Lyn Jason Cobb Team is based in Menlo Park’s Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage leveraging CB’s state-
of-the-art technology, relevant market statistics, elegant marketing materials and close proximity to Silicon Valley. 
Coldwell Banker’s international reputation gives their clients Global Connections and Local Traditions. 

Call today and let us demonstrate what our expertise and Unique Marketing Plan can do for YOU!

The Lyn Jason Cobb Team
A special synergy is created when knowledgeable, energetic and creative real estate 
professionals get together and do what they love to do. United by commitment and 
a passion for client care, The Lyn Jason Cobb Team is a group of highly professional 
REALTORS® and advocates on your behalf. The Lyn Jason Cobb Team provides keen 
market knowledge, extraordinary marketing expertise, superior negotiation skills and 
professional project management. 

The Lyn Jason Cobb Team’s primary area of practice are the sought-after counties of San 
Francisco, San Mateo and Santa Clara, typically referred to as “The Gateway to the Silicon 
Valley.” The Team has a vast knowledge of these unique and diverse communities.
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Express Care is available  

at two convenient locations:

Stanford Express Care Palo Alto 

Hoover Pavilion 

211 Quarry Road, Suite 102 

Palo Alto, CA 94304 

tel: 650.736.5211

Stanford Express Care San Jose 

River View Apartment Homes 

52 Skytop Street, Suite 10 

San Jose, CA 95134 

tel: 669.294.8888 

Open Everyday  

by Appointment Only 

9:00am–9:00pm

TOO MAJOR  

FOR HOME

TOO MINOR  

FOR HOSPITAL

JUST RIGHT 

FOR STANFORD 

EXPRESS CARE

When an injury or illness needs quick attention, but not  

in the Emergency Department, call Stanford Express Care. 

Staffed by doctors, nurses, and physician assistants,  

Express Care treats children (6+ months) and adults for:

• Respiratory illnesses

• Cold and flu

• Stomach pain

• Fever and headache

• Back pain

• Cuts and sprains

• UTIs (urinary tract 

infections)

• Pregnancy tests

• Flu shots

• Throat cultures

Express Care accepts most insurance and is billed as a  

primary care, not emergency care, appointment.

Providing same-day fixes every day, 9:00am to 9:00pm. 
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Some of the Palo Alto Properties We Sold in 2019

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

420 Chaucer St

135 Coleridge Ave

1551 College Ave

3332 Emerson St

1127 Fulton Ave

1810 Fulton Ave

4256 Manuela Ct

4156 Maybell Way

702 Rosewood Dr

2692 Ross Rd

3093 Sterling Dr

2494 Tasso St

421 Tennyson St

918 Van Aukin Cir

2126 Webster St

Broker-Associate

(650) 520-3407
lan@lanbowling.com

CalBRE # 01248958

Keller Williams

(650) 269-7538
johnmc@kw.com

CalBRE # 01720510

Lan Liu Bowling John ChungLL

www.LanBowling.comKELLER WILLIAMS

Mediterranean Masterpiece

in Old Palo Alto

4 BEDROOM / 3.5 BATH 

2,384 SF LIVING / 6,171 SF LOT

Beautifully Crafted

Home in Midtown

COMING SOON

5 BEDROOM / 4 BATH

5,042 SF LIVING / 8,755 SF LOT

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

3342 South Ct, Palo Alto2001 Webster St, Palo Alto

Lan Liu Bowling presents

—jerry c.

“with their decades-long flawless reputation...

you end up with a very powerful combination from 

both the buy side and the sell side.”
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