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Whatever you can dream,
Anderson can help you build.

The possibilities for building and remodeling are virtually
endless, and so are your choices with Andersen ® windows
and patio doors. From simple, economical double-hung
windows to dramatic custom combinations, Anderson is
sure to have the perfect solution for your home.

Why Choose Anderson Products?
REPUTATION

The Andersen brand is
the most recognized and most used brand in
windows and patio door industry. Reliability and
craftsmanship have set Andersen products apart
for more then 100 years, so you can trust them to
give you lasting value.

WARRANTY Most other window and patio door
warranties end when a home is sold. Andersen
coverage* - twenty years on glass and ten on nonglass parts – is completely
transferable from each
owner to the next. And,
because it is not prorated,
the coverage offers full beneﬁts year after year, so it
may add real estate value.

PERFORMANCE Anderson has always been
known for energy-efﬁcient products. Units are
tested rigorously, including exposure
to temperature extremes from -20º F
to 180º F and wind speeds up to 155
miles per hour. Plus, revolutionary
High-Performance ™ Low-E4 ® and
High-Performance Low-E4 Sun glass
is 35% more energy efﬁcient then
ordinary dual-pane glass in the winter
and 41% more energy efﬁcient in the
summer.
SERVICE A warranty only as valuable as the
service behind it. With Andersen, that service
is just a phone call away. Call Andersen service
center at 1-888-888-7020.

Products You Know, From People You Trust
134 San Antonio Circle, Mountain View, CA 94040 650-948-1089
www.brucebauer.com
Store Hours: Monday-Friday 7:00-5:00pm Saturday 8:00-4:30pm
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MODERNIZING A
MENLO PARK
TOWNHOUSE

Above: Demolishing a half wall between the living room and the
dining/kitchen area opened up the space and made everything seem
much larger. Right: The guest bathroom, with birch cabinets and
CaesarStone counters, doubles as a laundry room.

by Ann Bertelsen / photos by Dean Birinyi

W

hen Jack and Susan Marsal decided to remodel the
Menlo Park townhouse they’d lived in for 18 years,
they didn’t know where to start.
“We knew that we wanted to update it, but didn’t quite know
how to go about it,” Susan Marsal says.
That all changed when they began working with interior
designer Joseph Hittinger, who helped them identify their needs
and meet their goals — all within eight months.
The Marsals live close to downtown and love their neighborhood, but their house wasn’t working efficiently for them. With
two teenage children, they needed more storage space. They
also wanted to freshen up the interior, install new lighting and
remodel the kitchen and bathrooms.
“Our biggest challenge was that we couldn’t increase the size
4 WINTER 2010 | home+garden design

More space
without
pushing out
the walls
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of the townhouse,” Marsal says.
“But Joe managed to give us all the
storage we needed and then some.”
“The space was there, but it was
not being used properly. It was a
matter of finding the dead space
and putting it to good use. Six
inches here and six inches there can
make a lot of difference,” Hittinger
says.
The first thing the designer did
was to demolish a half wall between
the living room and dining/kitchen
area, opening up the space to create an airy ambience. “It’s amazing how much that changed our
entire downstairs,” Marsal says.
“Everything looks so much bigger and yet the space is exactly the
same size.”
The original kitchen was gutted
to make way for a contemporary
room with Shaker-style cabinets in
Alder wood, black granite countertops, glass-tiled backsplash and
stainless-steel appliances by Miele,
including a wok cooktop. Hittinger
created additional storage by raising the old ceiling and adding taller
cabinets.
Slate floors replace hardwood and
complement the bamboo flooring
in the living room. Built-in custom
cabinets in the dining area provide
additional storage but also neatly
turn the room into a multi-purpose
one. When not used for dining,
the table can be utilized for office
space, thanks to a bank of power
switches neatly hidden behind a
drawer front.
The remodeled bathrooms feature birch cabinets and CaesarStone
counters.
The downstairs guest bathroom
also serves as the laundry with
front-loading washer and dryer
concealed behind closed doors.
Susan particularly loves the large
countertop for stacking clothes,
achieved by borrowing space from
a former closet.
But the thing that brings the biggest smile to her face is the upstairs
West African slate floors extend from the kitchen into the dining area. A bank
of power switches is neatly hidden behind a drawer front next to the dining table, linen closet on the landing. “It’s just
which doubles as a work area. The birch cabinetry in the bathroom is teamed with so beautifully designed and makes
Ann Sacks Barkan Brown limestone tiles, contrasted with Ann Sacks Selvaggio
everything seem so easy,” she says
Rosa, with river rocks in the shower stall.
continued on next page
home+garden design | WINTER 2010 5

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N

Goal of project:
Update an 18-year-old
townhouse and provide
better living and
storage space
Year house built:
1988
Size of home:
About 1,750 sq ft
Time to complete:
8 months
The new kitchen features
Shaker-style cabinets in Alder
wood, topped by Volcano
granite, with Walker Zanger
Mantra Silver backsplash tile.
Taller cabinets added to the
storage.

continued from previous page
of the streamlined closet with large
drawers that allow a glimpse of
what’s inside before opening them.
The master bedroom suite was
designed and furnished with serenity in mind. “It’s very comfortable
and calming,” Marsal says. The
birch cabinetry in the bathroom is
teamed with limestone walls and
floors with river rocks in the shower stall.
The Marsals say their project
came together very easily because
the designer and contractor worked
hand in glove and they knew what
to expect beforehand. Susan concedes that she couldn’t visualize
the end result when they first discussed the remodel, but Hittinger
rationalized every design aspect
6 WINTER 2010 | home+garden design

and solution with them. The only
real change the couple made was
to substitute Alder wood for birch
cabinets in the kitchen. “We love
the birch in the bathrooms and it
gives a rich, warm texture. But we
wanted something less busy in the
kitchen and we’re thrilled with the
result,” Marsal says.
New lighting and custom furniture give the house a fresh, contemporary look. Roman shades
that drop from ceiling height
made the rooms look larger. And
double-pane windows throughout
the house give better insulation.
Hittinger converted a sliding door
from the kitchen/dining area into
elegant French doors that overlook
a beautifully remodeled garden
and patio area with fire pit, serene
fountain and creative trellises and

arbors.
Summing it all up, Marsal says:
“Little things can amount to a lot.
Everything from cooking, laundry
and just plain living seems so much
easier now because everything is so
well organized.” h+g
Resources:
Building contractor: Warner
Custom Homes, 4185 Snyder Lane,
Santa Rosa, 707-579-3288
Interior design: Joseph Hittinger
Designs, Los Altos, 650-468-9090,
www.josephhittingerdesigns.com
Landscape design: Will Johnson,
650-595-3868
Landscape contractor: Modica
Landscaping, Redwood City, 650365-2134, www.modicalandscaping.com

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME

www.carpeteria.com

1.800.338.5555

MTN VIEW/LOS ALTOS CAMPBELL/ SAN JOSE
415 E. Hamilton Ave
612 San Antonio Road
(next to CitiBank,
NEW
(408) 374-1550
N!

LOCATIO

across street from Sears)

(650) 965-9600

PLEASANT HILL
1625 Contra Costa Blvd.

(925) 676-3121

SAN LEANDRO
1933 Davis St.
(Across from Costco)

(510) 569-1600

NEWARK
5763 Stevenson Blvd

SAN FRANCISCO
2930 Geary Blvd

(510) 440-1366

(415) 668-2234

(Across from the Hilton)

SALINAS
148 John Street

(831) 757-2974

(2 blocks west of Masonic)

DUBLIN
6632 Dublin Blvd.
(Next to Dublin Toyota)

(925) 828-5330

OPEN EVERYDAY!

Offer expires 2/15/2010. 12 Months No Interest with Equal Payments. Special terms apply to purchases charged with approved credit to the Flooring Solutions R card issued
by Wells Fargo Financial National Bank. The minimum monthly payment will be the amount that will pay for the purchase in full in equal payments during the no-interest
period. For newly opened accounts, the regular APR is 23.9% and the default APR is 24.9%. All APRs given are as of 10-1-2009. All APRs may vary. Equal Housing Lender. Min $500 purchase required. 10% deposit
on special orders. Profession Installation available but not included. Tile and Laminate sold in full boxes only. Photos for illustration. Contractors Lic. 397779.
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Wallpaper picks up the nature theme, left, in a bathroom; it took layers of gloss and stain to create the rich red-lacquered
entry wall; the square dining room offers calmer colors, with an aqua rug and textured raw-silk wallpaper.

From bland
to beautiful

Why can’t a retirement community
be a showpiece?

by Kate Daly / photos by Dasja Dolan

T

he first impression of Helen Ostby’s place at the
Classic Residence by Hyatt in Palo Alto is what
a striking showpiece, and how surprising to find
such an elegant retreat in a continuing-care retirement
community.
continued on page 10

An electric fireplace is framed by built-in cabinets, with spotlights focusing on cut-glass objets d’art.
8 WINTER 2010 | home+garden design

The Largest Selection of Whirlpool Bathtubs
in a Single Showroom Anywhere in the World!

“Come put your tootsies
in our Tubz”
Fremont - 400*

Sacramento - 200*

Oakdale - 100*

4840 Davenport Place
Fremont, CA 94538
510.770.8686

830 National Drive, Suite 120
Sacramento, CA 95834
916.575.9100

441 Gregor Road
Oakdale, CA 95361
209.845.9115

For hours of operation, visit us at www.tubz.net.
*Number of “hands-on/feet-in” tubz on display
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Large-print red fabric and animal
throw pillows contrast with the mocha
walls in the guest room, left. The
owner’s paintings of flowers and a
palm tree hang in the master bathroom
on coffee-colored walls.

continued from page 8
Ostby lives out of state for a good
part of the year, yet wanted her
own pied-à-terre near her daughters and grandchildren here on
the Peninsula. She bought a newly
completed two-bedroom unit and
then hired interior designer Ann
Sonnenberg of Palo Alto to help
transform the upscale but basic
vanilla décor into something special.
Having worked with more than
20 Classic resident clients since it
opened in 2005, Sonnenberg says
she likes the challenge of taking
more than 2,000 square feet where
“everything is neutral,” and then
“mak(ing) it personal, mak(ing) it
feel like home.”
Keying off of favorite artwork,
artifacts and family heirlooms,
Ostby set out to start afresh in
every room, and then complement
them with new furnishings. The
end result is a fresh semi-formal
look that mixes Asian accents with
a nod to nature.
An artist herself, Ostby likes to
paint and prefers vibrant colors.
So when she started with off-white
walls and carpeting everywhere, she
quickly picked the project’s palette:
red and gold in some spaces, and
aqua, coral and brown in others.
She says she decided not to move
any walls, because upon resale the
unit might need to be restored to
the original condition. Instead, she
went for custom touches such as
10 WINTER 2010 | home+garden design

repainting or wallpapering every
wall. Except for the bedrooms, the
wall-to-wall carpeting was replaced
with dark wood floors, creating
more opportunities to carry out her
color scheme with several Oriental
rugs.
An eye-catching colored wall
commands attention right at the
entrance. It took three tries, but Lia
Lozic of Isabel Interiors in Morgan
Hill hand-painted layers of gloss
and dark stain to make a rich red
lacquered background for a Chinese
chest, an old Indian wedding basket
and bamboo tree.
The powder room continues the
Asian theme with a framed collection of Oriental fans that, as the
basket, used to belong to Ostby’s
mother. The aqua-colored pussywillow-patterned wallpaper and
coral-hued marble counter introduce the nature theme found elsewhere in the unit.
The closest bedroom is the guest
room, where the walls are painted
mocha brown and the beds are
covered with a large red print and
animal throw pillows. Zebra and
cheetah paintings hang on the
walls, and collector’s items, a gong
and beaded Kenyon necklace, sit
on top of the dresser. The attached
bathroom has a zebra rug and the
same mocha-colored walls.
Down the hall in the kitchen, a
red tea kettle and other red accoutrements help break up the existing
beige-speckled granite counter top
and black Kitchen Aid appliances.

A new butcher-block table adds
more counter space. Above it hangs
one of five outdoorsy paintings by
Palo Alto artist Carolyn Hofstetter.
The adjacent square dining room
looks cool yet inviting with an aqua
rug, silk drapes, textured raw-silk
wallpaper, and a dark round table
and chairs covered in a small animal print. A mirror covers one
entire wall, enhancing the Robert
Wyland dolphin glass sculpture
perched on the sideboard.
In the connecting living room,
Ostby took a blank wall and had an
electric fireplace installed, framed
by built-in cabinets and shelves
with spotlights to display a collection of cut-glass objects. The rattan-woven wallpaper and pale silk
drapes give the room extra warmth.
The adjoining study doubles as
an office and studio with optimal
storage for Ostby’s needlepoint,
knitting and painting supplies.
The room looks out over a balcony
and brings in the outdoors with its
autumn-leaves wallpaper and rustcolored painted ceiling.
On the other side of the living
room, walls in the master bedroom
are painted in two shades of coral,
making the photos pop out like a
museum exhibit. There’s a series
of roses taken by her grandson and
some landscape pictures taken by
her son. Ostby’s own needlepoint
pillows offset the brown floral bedspread.
She hung her own paintings of
flowers and a palm tree in the mas-

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N

ter bathroom on the coffee-colored walls that blend in
with the wallpaper featuring sea creatures.
When Ostby picked out her place at the Classic
Residence she says she set out “to make it mine,” and
in a year and a half and about $200,000 later, she sure
succeeded. h+g

Kick-off 2010
with special savings!

Resources:
Interior designer: Ann Sonnenberg, Palo Alto,
650-328-6211

Goal of project:
Personalize a new “neutral” unit
Design challenge:
Install fireplace on second floor of four-story
building; had to go electric
Year unit built:
2005
Size of home:
2,121 sq ft
Time to complete:
18 months
Budget:
About $200,000

custom framing orders over $250,
plus a $50 gift certiﬁcate for
a future framing order

371 STATE STREET
DOWNTOWN LOS ALTOS (NEXT TO PEET’S)
(650) 949-3278

Create yo ur ow n
pr ivate oa sis. ..

Lifetime Pools can
create for you a
custom swimming
pool that suits your
personal needs, and
will truly give you a
lifetime of pleasure.

Since 1962

wa rd Wi n ne r !
N i ne -Ti me A

s 2ESIDENTIAL s #OMMERCIAL
s 2EPAIRS s 2EMODELING
s %QUIPMENT s 3UPPLIES

650-494-7070
w w w.lif e t imepools.com
CA License #220382 C-53
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CALIFORNIA
reality

M A K I N G D O W I T H H A L F T H E S PACE

by Susan Golovin / photos by Dasja Dolan

W

hen Susan and Nassim Usman and their
two sons moved to Palo Alto they sacrificed space for location.
“We had a 4,000-square-foot home in Boulder,”
says Susan Usman, adding that their new home, a
circa 1951 Eichler, provided them with 1,800 square
feet.
“We lived here nine months before remodeling,”
she says. “Originally we thought that we’d just
take down the wall between the kitchen and living
room. But we ended up taking the house down to
the studs and moving every wall.”
Although only about 130 square feet were added
— and it remained a four-bedroom, two-bath
home — the now modern-style, reconfigured,
12 WINTER 2010 | home+garden design

open-floor plan makes it feel far more spacious, she
adds.
Her office, previously closet space, is now behind
a curved, bright-yellow wall off the dining room.
It contains a custom-made, plywood, birch-faced
table desk that runs the length of the one wall. The
master bedroom is to the right of the office, and a
slanted green wall at the office entry provides just
enough coverage so that you can’t see directly into
the bedroom from the family area.
Master-bedroom sliding-glass doors on the wall
that forms an “L” with the now dining room were
eliminated for privacy.
“You could see right into the bedroom from
continued on page 15

Clockwise, from below: Little square footage was added, but lighting enhanced the
sense of space; an island houses appliances
in maple-faced cabinetry under a high, floating hood; the living room carries the modern
theme, with its bright-red chairs and low banquette that houses the stereo; a colorful gate
leads into the back yard; and a curved, brightyellow wall fronts the home office.

home+garden design | WINTER 2010 13
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A niche above the bed serves as night-table space, with lighting coming from a canopy above.

INTERIOR DESIGN IS AN ART FORM.
LET US HELP YOU CREATE
YOUR MASTERPIECE.
RKI Interior Design is a full service ﬁrm with a dedicated
ofﬁce, resource library, and staff to handle any project:
Residential, Commercial or Hospitality.
We collaborate with architects and builders to provide
clients with individual and creative design solutions for new
home construction and remodeling projects. The RKI team
strives to create living and working environments within a
range of styles suited to the client.

LEED & Certiﬁed Green Building Professional
Commercial & Residental ■ Wealth of experience
■ Attention to detail ■ Fluency in all design styles
■ Excellent references
■

■

2198 AVY AVENUE MENLO PARK 650.854.9090
www.rkiinteriordesign.com
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continued from page 12
other rooms,” Usman says. Closets now line that wall
and light is provided by casement doors that open to
a private, rear patio; similar doors in the dining room
open to the family patio, where an indoor/outdoor continuum is provided by the large gray-slate tiles used in
both spaces.
“We laid a new hydronic heat system on top of the
old cement imbedded one,” Gordana Pavlovic, the
architect, says. “Also, the Sheetrock that we put on top
of the wood ceiling provides better light quality and fire
proofing, and the electrical that now runs through the
ceiling is high efficiency.
“The kitchen disappears when you’re in the dining room,” she says. This effect is achieved by placing
all the maple-faced, IKEA cabinetry under a brickcolored, curved CaesarStone countertop. Likewise, the
Thermador oven and microwave are also underneath,
as is the dishwasher drawer.
Usman says she likes that the Blanco Silgranit sink
doesn’t scratch. She is also pleased with the Thermador
induction range because “It behaves like gas, but it’s
electric.” A window over the sink views the side yard.
continued on next page
Storage is maximized in the bathroom, behind sandblasted glass doors, as well as under the double sinks.
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continued from previous page
Both the master bedroom and
bath make clever use of limited
spaced. “There was no room for
side tables,” Pavlovic says, pointing
to a niche above the headboard that
serves the purpose. Lights are contained in a canopy above the bed,
which is framed by dual entrances
to the bathroom.
“The doors of the closet are standard IKEA, sandblasted glass in
an aluminum frame. “We wanted
the light to bounce,” she says. The
doors do not reach to the top of
the closet, which turned out to be
an advantage because it is visually interesting and allows for an
unusual lighting feature at night.
A niche above the bathroom
sinks acts as a medicine cabinet.
The wall-hung toilet is tucked into
an area to the left of the vanity. A
sliding door, recessed toilet-paper
holder and hand-held bidet all optimize space.
To the right of the vanity is the

doorless entry to the shower, which
is trimmed with a ribbon of the
same gray-green glass tiles used as a
backsplash in the kitchen. The floor
slopes and the drain is recessed at
the end of the shower so as not to
ruin the slate tile pattern on the
floor. A sandblasted window provides privacy as well as light.
Off the dining room, the living
room carries the modern theme
with its décor: two bright red “lips”
chairs, a low, white oak banquette
that houses the stereo, and a high,
triangular window that follows the
roof line.
Although there is bold use of
color throughout the house — eggplant, yellow and green walls — it is
most evident in the boys’ bedroom
wing, where orange and blue, green
and aqua prevail. The wall along
their corridor curves into the family area allowing for a less pinched
feel.
A free-standing blue wall sits
right in the middle of the front
yard, a pretty and practical solution

Building the Dream!

Samscaping, Inc. is a professional landscape designbuild ﬁrm dedicated to creating quality landscapes
for more than twenty-ﬁve years. We provide
creative designs, beautiful installations and excellent
customer service. We are happy to help you develop
your newly planned landscape.

for hiding the trash cans.

h+g

Resources:
Architect: Gordana Pavlovic,
Gordana Design Studio, Palo Alto,
www.gordana.net
Building contractor: Scott Flegel,
Flegel’s Construction Co., Inc., San
Jose; 408-269-1101
Goal of project:
“Borrow and steal to create
room,” the architect says.
Unexpected problems/
hidden costs:
Need to replace electrical system,
refit foundation to meet
seismic standards
Year house built:
Circa 1951
Size of home:
2,000 sq ft (including
130-sq-ft addition)
Time to complete:
2 months design phase,
4 months construction

Sterling Custom
Upholstery

9250 Labor Special

$

Total Price For Labor On Standard Couch or Chair
Plus the cost of any fabric you select from our complete line of fabrics. Labor price
of $92.50 includes frame, spring and webbing repair. Additional charge for cushion
ﬁller, tufting and channeling. Customer supplied fabric charged at standard labor
rate on $50 per yard.

FREE ARM COVERS

with upholstery of any couch or chair

With this coupon only. Regular value $12.50 plus 1/2 yard of fabric. Expires 3/31/10

visit us at Samcaping.com
or
call us at 650.965.9150

FREE Pick Up & Delivery
Our 44th year.

1243 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View, CA
(At Miramonte – behind Baskin-Robbins)

www.SterlingCustomUpholstery.com
939-D San Rafael Ave. | Mountain View, CA 94043
Ph: (650) 965-9150 | Fax: (650) 965-9160 | Lic.#: C27-654593
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(650) 961-8700

Re-upholstery Recycles

Custom Interiors From Concept To Creation

Mountain View Showroom:
 7 $ANA 3T -TN 6IEW s 

Fremont Showroom:
 !NZA 3T &REMONT s 

www.WindowsAndBeyond.com

INSTALLATIONS
EQUIPMENT
CONSULTING

DESIGN
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by Carol Blitzer /
photos by Beth Leibbrandt

A

The remodeled bathroom managed to
fit a large, glass-enclosed Marblestone
shower, with controls near the entry; a
square sink with open storage below;
and a dual-flush toilet — all in the same
5-foot by 7-foot space.

An almostinstant
bathroom
New HarrellCARE
division takes on
smaller projects

18 WINTER 2010 | home+garden design

fter Carey Holubar
and Mark Dietz
remodeled their
Monta Loma home 14 years
ago, nobody wanted to use
the second — decidedly
pink — bathroom, especially not their two growing
sons.
The parents got really
tired of sharing the shower
with their boys, now 19
and 15, so they turned to
HarrellCARE, a new division of Harrell Remodeling
that focuses on less designintensive, smaller projects.
Not everyone needs
“high-design or awardwinning bathrooms or
kitchens, but they want
something new, that has
some style, is functional,”
Ciro Giammona, Harrell
Remodeling general manager, says.
The 5-foot by 7-foot
bathroom was actually the first project of
the new division, where
the CARE part stands for
Construction And Repair
Experts, according to Lisa
Sten, senior designer at the
design/build firm.
Holubar was just the
client HarrellCARE was
designed for: “I knew what
I wanted,” she says, recalling that she found a sink
online. But rather than just
buying that sink and vanity
online, Sten suggested having Harrell’s cabinet maker
custom build it.
“We felt we could have
our cabinetmaker make it
more durable, and then we
could warranty it,” Sten
says.
“I told them what I wanted to do, and they showed
me three types of fixtures
that would be within my
budget,” Holubar says.
Parallel with starting

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N

Before, the tiny — and pink — bathroom was avoided by the teenage
sons.

HarrellCARE, the remodeling firm
opened up a selection center in
Mountain View “so you don’t have
to go to five places to find plumbing fixtures, tile finishes, samples
of solid surfaces,” Giammona says.
“We can put together a whole array
of selections without running out to

any showrooms at all.
“They still get good service, good
quality finishes. ... Ultimately it’s
just a more streamlined and more
straightforward type of project,” he
adds.
With HarrellCARE clients sign
on for a limited number of meetings. “If you have trouble making
decisions and you need to go to six
plumbing showrooms to pick one
(item), it’s not for you,” Sten adds.
A key innovation in the small
bathroom was trading the old tub
for a stall shower, with controls on
the wall opposite the adjustable
showerhead.
“You open the door, flip it on,
close it and you’re good to go,”
Holubar says of the roomy stall.
The original design included a
fixed-glass panel with a space at the
left to step in. But once the tall boys
began using the shower it became
apparent that water was splashing
everywhere, so they added a glass
door.
The shower features an acrylic

pre-made shower pan, with walls
made of Marblestone, a manmade
solid-surface material that comes in
slabs. Sten describes it as a “more
economical alternative to natural
stone.”
The floor is composed of 12-inch
slate squares. Completing the room
is a Toto dual-flush toilet and a
DuraVit sink, with that custommade open vanity — “It makes the
room feel bigger, feels more open,”
Sten says — as well as a recessed
medicine chest.
“We wanted a place to store toilet
paper and Kleenex. Before it was
on the back of the toilet tank,”
Holubar says. “The advantage of
boys: They don’t use a lot of product.”
The former off-center, low vertical window over the tub was
replaced with a horizontal Milgard
slider with textured glass.
A final touch: adding a grab bar
in the shower.
continued on next page

Our frameless glass enclosures will
reveal the beauty of your bathroom
FRAMELESS SHOWERS
VA N I T Y O R WA L L M I R R O R S
G L A S S C O U N T E R T O P S & TA B L E T O P S
FRAMED & SLIDING SHOWERS

FRAMELESS SPECIALISTS SINCE 1986
Diamon-Fusion® Distributor

1160 Industrial Rd #10, San Carlos
   s WWWCBSHOWERSCOM

home+garden design | WINTER 2010 19

A GOOD SIGN
EVEN IN TIMES LIKE THESE.
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continued from previous page
“This is the house that Mark and I will be living in
until they put us out to pasture, so I asked for the grab
bar,” Holubar says.
“Even young men break their feet and need help
getting in and out,” Sten adds, noting “it doesn’t look
institutional.” h+g
Resources:
Design/build: Harrell Remodeling Inc. (designers: Lisa
Sten and Beth Leibbrandt), Mountain View, 650-2302900, www.harrell-remodeling.com

Everyone‘s looking for an encouraging sign in today‘s
economy. The fact is, they‘ll see one in over 17,500 locations
across North America. Because for over 86 years, State
Farm® agents have been there helping people protect the
things that matter most. That‘s why more people trust State
Farm. And we consider that a very good sign.

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR,
STATE FARM IS THERE.
Jeri Fink, Agent
Insurance Lic. #0590896
2225 El Camino Real
Palo Alto, CA 94306
Bus. 650-812-2700
www.jeriﬁnk.net

PROVIDING INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES
State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Goal of project:
Create a functional bathroom
for two boys to share
Unexpected problems:
Needed to add door to glass shower stall
Year house built:
1958
Size of home:
5’ by 7’ bathroom remodeled in 1,300-sq-ft home
Time to complete:
Less than 2 months
Budget:
About $33,000

 "
 " ! 
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Real Solutions

Interior designing with children in mind
by Risë Krag

B

efore embarking on any
design project, think of how
it may impact children in
your household. Whether it is a
room for a teen or child, a kitchen
or bath remodel, or a new home,
it is an opportunity to involve and
inspire a child.
Helping them understand why
you are undertaking a project is
a good start. It may be a move to
a new neighborhood that is near
their school, or a larger home that
may give your family more space.
It may be a remodel to utilize
more efficient appliances or better
insulate your home.
Whatever the reason, it is
important to share that goal with
children. In the weeks or months

ahead, you will need to do shopwill need to be cared for by others
ping, spend time researching
during visits to stores or job sites.
options, possibly attend meetings, If this isn’t possible, and they need
and these tasks will
to accompany you, be
take time. From
It is important to be prepared to have bevertheir perspective, it realistic about the time it ages, healthy snacks and
will seem that you
diversions for them. Make
takes to meet and make a list of the most imporhave less time for
their needs. Share
good decisions. Try to tant items on your agenda
information, and
because you may be diskeep to a schedule so tracted. Often decisions
always ask them
if they have questhe children can see an have financial impact and
tions.
may have long-lasting
end to each step.
It is important to
qualities.
be realistic about
For older children,
the time it takes to meet and make a design project can be a great
good decisions. Try to keep to a
learning experience, especially
schedule so the children can see
involving them with decisions
an end to each step.
and discussing ways to make good
Obviously, very young children
continued on next page

Interiors
by Yvonne
We custom make
Professional Draperies,
Accessories & Bedding
for your home.
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continued from previous page
choices. For example, if you are
selecting kitchen appliances, have
a discussion about their favorite foods. How are they washed,
stored and cooked? What is the
difference between a microwave
and a convection oven? What is
the best temperature to keep ice
cream cold? Would a refrigerator
drawer for your child’s favorite
after-school snacks be a good
idea?
If they are old enough to use a
computer-design program or can
draw, these tools offer another way
to capture their imagination. A
family room can be designed with
options for games, projects, movies and homework. What flooring
is best? What size furniture would
be comfortable for the family and
how will all these items be stored?
Children love to design their
own rooms. Often their ideas are
from the pages of popular magazines. Make certain that it suits
their needs. Their color choices

are often vivid and would best
be suited to one accent wall and
muted for other walls. It is easier
to select paint colors after choosing rugs or bedspreads. Before
painting a whole room it is best to
try several paint samples on large
taped swatches of coated paper
sold in paint stores.
Another way to involve children
is understanding the orientation
of the home. Where does the sun
enter the home and set each day?
If there are drawings of house
plans they should include north,
south, east and west. Orientation
affects the preferred glazing choice
of windows (UV for south-facing
windows) and shades, and will
impact insulation and outdoor
plantings.
Practically speaking, will the
sun shine in your eyes early in
the morning with a thin shade or
would you prefer a lined drapery
that darkens the room? Will the
late afternoon sun shine on your
TV and create glare? What is the

view outside? Would you like to
plant your favorite fruit tree outside your window and watch it
grow each year or plant flowers
that attract hummingbirds?
A house plan is much like a road
map. It is an aerial view and is in
scale, usually 1/4” = 1’ or 1/2” = 1’
for elevations. Reading maps is an
important skill to teach children
because it helps them visualize the
streets in their community, much
like a room or home layout is
divided by walls.
Creating personal environments
that are healthy and beautiful
are worth the effort and time.
Children can benefit from the end
result as well as the planning process. h+g
Risë Krag, ASID, associate
AIA, IESGG, is founder of RKI
Interior Design, a full-service
interior-design firm. She can be
reached at 650-854-9090 or www.
RKIInteriorDesign.com. Design
problems can be sent directly to
risekraginc@yahoo.com.

Creating Gardens of Distinction
Since 1980
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Contractors and homeowners welcome

394 First Street s Los Altos s 941-0744
Hours: M-F 10-4, Sat. by appointment
www.SelectWindows.com
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650-208-3891

WWW.PTALAND.COM

Landscape Construction
LIC# 354206

A NAME YOU CAN COUNT ON –
TODAY AND TOMORROW

“

“

Thinking of building new or remodeling?
I would be happy to meet with you
personally to review your project.
– BOB OWEN

BUILDING COMMUNITIES
AND RELATIONSHIPS
ONE HOME AT A TIME
FOR NEARLY

40 YEARS

BOB OWEN SHAWN OWEN

bob@owenhomes.com

shawn@owenhomes.com

650.948.9420
445 S. San Antonio Road, Suite 201
Los Altos, CA 94022

www.OwenHomes.com
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Great furniture has
never been cheaper.
Continue the lifestyle you love at about half the cost.

Mountain View
(650) 964-7212
141 El Camino Real
Corte Madera

Danville

San Mateo

Saratoga

415.456.2765

925.866.6164

650.557.8979

408.871.8890

801 Tamalpais Dr.

1901 Camino Ramon

1888 S. Norfolk

600 El Paseo de Saratoga

www.TheHomeConsignmentCenter.com
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