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THE ART AND SCIENCE
OF REAL ESTATE

BrianChancellor.com     650.303.5511   

Roots in the community?  You betcha. 

There are locals, and then there is the local’s local – which is Brian.
He was raised in Palo Alto, and in turn, is raising his family here as well. 
It’s a deep relationship with the area, as evidenced by Brian’s 25 years 
in real estate on the Peninsula and his role as an active, lifelong 
community volunteer. So it’s no wonder people far and wide look to 
him for his deep local knowledge, expertise, integrity, and network. 
You and Brian Chancellor; it’s an opportunity to grow together.
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Derk Brill’s success in the Mid-
Peninsula real estate market is no secret. 
Born and raised in Palo Alto with family roots 
in the area dating back to the 1920’s, he has 
a thorough and intimate knowledge of the 
community, and the personalities that shape 
it. His experience and expertise have enabled 
Derk to attain the status of top producing 
agent in the Palo Alto office, as well as being 
among the elite agents in the United States.

Derk’s philosophy of client service differs 
significantly from most top producing agents. 
He offers a hands-on, personal approach to 
the sale of a home. This extends from the 
preparation process through the close of 
escrow. Rather than handing a client off to 
a series of assistants, Derk manages every 
aspect of the sale including property prep, 
marketing, open houses, negotiation, and 
closing. This provides a seamless transaction 
from beginning to end.

Alain Pinel Realtors’ partnership with Luxury 
Portfolio International ensures that in addition 
to local and national marketing, Derk’s clients 
benefit from extensive international exposure 
through a large network of brokerages 
throughout the world.

If you are considering selling or buying a 
home in the mid-peninsula, contact Derk to 
leverage the expertise of a true local. 

DERK BRILL
Wall Street Journal “Top Residential Realtors” in America

M: 650.814.0478
dbrill@apr.com
www.DerkBrill.com
License# 01256035
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Elaine Berlin White
Top 1% of Coldwell Banker Agents Worldwide 

1377 El Camino Real, Menlo Park 94025
ewhite@cbnorcal.com  |  www.elainewhite.com

650.465.4663  |  DRE #01182467

“Words can’t do justice to what a fabulous realtor Elaine is.  She helped me sell a home, and just 
recently buy a home.  Elaine is the most organized, efficient, knowledgeable and skilled pro-

fessional I probably have ever worked with… in any aspect of business!! Not only is Elaine a Realtor, 
she is an attorney.  This combination is extremely helpful with any property transaction.  I like working 
with professionals that know what they are doing, get to the point, and get the job done efficiently and 
promptly... that defines Elaine.”  
— Karin, Menlo Park seller; San Jose buyer 

“In buying our new dream home, Elaine was creative & persistent. She continues to be there for our 
family as a trusted adviser, friend & resource. We have & will continue to recommend Elaine to 

anyone looking to sell or purchase a home. Her knowledge, negotiating skills, great service, profession-
alism & outstanding performance truly set her apart.”
— Chet & Roxanne, Atherton buyers

“Elaine helped us sell an inherited property – we were out of state and dealing with lots of compli-
cated factors, and Elaine made the entire process easy and created a strategy that maximized the 

sale value of the property.”
— Suzie, Woodside seller

“Elaine’s experience was invaluable as we looked at a variety of properties. She was patient when 
we got cold feet and was supportive when we were ready to take the plunge. She has remained in 

contact and been helpful after we closed on our homes. We cannot recommend her enough.”
— Mike & Erin, Belmont buyers

Can you say these things about your Realtor?

Elaine’s Clients Say...

   EXPERIENCED: Real Estate Broker for 24 years, Attorney for 40 years

   PERSUASIVE ADVOCATE: Trained and experienced negotiator and mediator

   PROFIT MAXIMIZER: Extensive construction, remodeling and renovation 
experience

   LOCAL: Bay Area native with extensive community involvement including  
Las Lomitas School Board & Rotary

   REAL ESTATE EDUCATOR: Teaches real estate and law  
(including to Realtors!)

Broker Associate, Attorney at Law
www.elainewhite.com
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On the Cover: A home on Alexis Drive in 
the Palo Alto Hills neighborhood. Photo by 
Veronica Weber.

Inset: Lucie Stern Community Center sits 
in the middle of its namesake neighborhood. 
Photo by Veronica Weber.

When Palo Alto residents are asked to 
tell the story of what it’s like to live in 
their neighborhoods, whether they 

live in Greater Miranda, Community Center, 
Downtown North or Adobe Meadow, the same 
themes emerge.

If there is a natural element to their area, like 
a creek or a local park or some green space, 
that fact comes early in the story. Kindness and 
generosity also are often spoken of, from check-
in visits or offers of extra vegetables to a ride to 
the airport. Raising children also comes up, from 
memories about happy mobs of youth running 
through yards, gathering for parades, Halloween 
or playing at the park.

Whether you can walk to the store has become 
increasingly important, or even bike to work or 
school. But overall, it’s clearly the connection 
with others that present-day residents still value.

In the late 19th century, wealthy San 
Franciscans began building large country estates 
along the newly-built railroad tracks. Leland 
Stanford created his Palo Alto Stock Farm where 
he raised and trained racehorses. 

Leland Stanford, Jr., the only child of Leland 
and his wife Jane, died of typhoid fever. In 
their son’s memory, his parents established 

Stanford University.
The university and Palo Alto continue to grow 

mostly symbiotically and the growth of Silicon 
Valley can point back directly to both. 

The technology work attracts many engineers 
and entrepreneurs to Palo Alto, and once they 
get here, the quality of life inspires them to 
put down roots. Choosing which of the three 
dozen neighborhoods to create a home in, from 
Crescent Park to Greenmeadow or Professorville 
comes down to money, schools, location and 
intangibles like friendliness.

This 2019 edition of Our Neighborhoods is 
filled with stories about what it’s like to live in 
Palo Alto. 

Maps of the city show the location of each 
neighborhood. Fact boxes provided information 
about schools, shopping, parks, libraries, fire 
stations and other nearby amenities.

You can download neighborhood maps or 
learn about other Midpeninsula neighborhoods 
not in this book by visiting paloaltoonline.com/
real_estate. Neighborhoods in Atherton, Los 
Altos, Los Altos Hills, Mountain View, Menlo 
Park, Portola Valley and Woodside are also 
profiled there.

 — Elizabeth Lorenz, Home and Real Estate Editor

Veronica W
eber

Duveneck/St. FrancisWalnut Grove

Veronica W
eber
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1.  Downtown North
2.  Crescent Park
3.  University South
4.  Professorville
5.  Community Center
6.  Duveneck/St. Francis
7.  Triple El
8.  Embarcadero Oaks
9.  Leland Manor
10.  Garland Park
11.  Old Palo Alto
12.  Southgate
13.  Evergreen Park
14.  College Terrace
15.  Mayfield
16.  Ventura
17.  Midtown
18.  Palo Verde
19.  St. Claire Gardens

20.  South of Midtown
21.  Adobe Meadow/

Meadow Park
22.  Charleston Gardens
23.  The Greenhouse
24.  Greendell
25.  San Alma
26.  Greenmeadow
27.  Walnut Grove
28.  Fairmeadow
29.  Charleston Meadows
30.  Monroe Park
31.  Palo Alto Orchards
32.  Barron Park
33.  Green Acres
34.  Greater Miranda
35.  Esther Clark Park
36.  Palo Alto Hills

PALO ALTO NEIGHBORHOODS
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PALO ALTO 258 HIGH STREET (650) 323-1900
LOS ALTOS 369 SOUTH SAN ANTONIO ROAD (650) 947-2900

SARATOGA // LOS GATOS // LOS GATOS NORTH POINT // WILLOW GLEN // SANTA CRUZ // APTOS

CHRIS TRAPANI
CEO & FOUNDER

RYAN IWANAGA
EXECUTIVE VP &

CO-FOUNDER

OWEN HALLIDAY
LOS ALTOS

SALES MANAGER

BRIAN CHANCELLOR
PALO ALTO

SALES MANAGER
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LEADERS

LEANNAH HUNT (650) 475-2030
LHUNT@SERENOGROUP.COM

L AUREL HUNT ROBINSON (650) 269-7266
L AUREL@SERENOGROUP.COM 

1% For Good
committee lead

momTWIN-BOY

is UNIQUE 
SINCERE EMPATHY 
for all of our clients

& we show

WWW.LEANNAHANDLAUREL.COM

PTA
influential
DETERMINED

 INSIGHTFUL

LEANNAH LAUREL

INDUSTRY

INTEGRITY
with

EXPERIENCE
& VALUES

dynamic duo
REALTORS®

DRE# 01009791 & 01747147

   OLD
PALO ALTO

residents
of
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Downtown North

Tricia Dolkas moved to Palo Alto’s 
Downtown North neighborhood 30 years 
ago as a student at Stanford University 

and later married and raised her children there. 
She was drawn to the “many different things” 

the neighborhood has to offer, including its 
proximity to University Avenue and its history 
as one of the oldest neighborhoods in Palo Alto.

Downtown North is located between between 
San Francisquito Creek and University Avenue, 
and Alma Street and Middlefield Road. It 
was originally Palo Alto’s first working-class 
neighborhood, according to Dolkas. In the more 
recent past, it was a popular neighborhood for 
graduate students since it’s so close to Stanford. 
Today Downtown North is largely comprised of 
families and young working professionals.

Dolkas and her husband live near Johnson 
Park on Everett Avenue. Growing up in 
Downtown North shaped her children’s 
childhoods, Dolkas said. 

“I was part of the group of neighbors that 
helped the city when they built (Johnson) Park, 
which was in ‘84 or ‘86,” Dolkas said. “The kids 
very much identify with the park, which is right 
across the street — and growing up, that was a 
really cool thing for them.”

Elaine Uang, who has lived in Downtown 
North for the last 6 1/2 years with her husband 
and two young daughters, moved to the 
neighborhood from downtown Mountain View, 
which “didn’t have the same atmosphere,” she 
said. 

“I love that everything is so close. We can 
just walk out if we need to run an errand, and 
sometimes for special occasions, we can go get 
breakfast and come back in time for work and 
school,” Uang said, adding that her daughters 
“have a good sense of where everything is” as a 
result.

Uang and her husband bought their house 
so they could be close to downtown Palo Alto, 
she said, noting that her family’s favorite places 
to frequent on University Avenue include Cafe 
Venetia and the Stanford Theatre. 

Uang, an architect who bikes to work on High 
Street each morning, said another one of the 
reasons her family moved to Downtown North 
was that “the bike infrastructure” in Palo Alto 
“was better than anywhere else at the time,” but 
that it could use some updating now.

“I would love for the city to prioritize bike 
infrastructure and make it safer to use it as a 
transport option,” she said. “Living here should 
allow us to go about our daily lives in a healthier 
way and a greener way.”

Peak-hour commute traffic that runs through 
the neighborhood has been an issue for its 
residents. The city put in traffic controls and 
implemented a parking permit program to 
mitigate the effects of both rush-hour traffic 
and nonresident workers parking in the 
neighborhood. The traffic controls “have been a 
positive change,” said Dolkas, who described the 
previous traffic conditions as “very dangerous.”

Neilson Buchanan, a 25-year resident of 
Downtown North, said before the parking 
permits were implemented, “commercial 
parking flowed in like a tide: coming in in the 
morning, and going out at night.” 

In Buchanan’s time living in the 
neighborhood, where his daughter also lives 
with her husband and their two sons, Palo 
Alto has remained largely the same — a hub 
of people and business. Buchanan moved to 
Downtown because, in some ways, it reminded 
him of Greenwich Village in New York, near 
where he had been stationed in the Navy. He 
liked the mix of homes and businesses, he said, 
but sees the need for a diversification of retail 
and restaurants, perhaps replacing some of 
the large corporate businesses and banks on 
University Avenue.

“There aren’t people living here to support 
retail and other services,” he said. “You can’t 
run, for example, a Moroccan kitchen with 
native chefs paying Manhattan-level prices to 
live nearby.”

Uang also expressed a desire to see a wider 
range of eateries on University Avenue, but 
said in general, “the neighborhood is really 
great,” and that there have been a couple of new 
establishments that have “popped up in the last 
year.” 

“We have great parks, a great walkable 

neighborhood, and a lot of really interesting 
people who still live here,” Uang said. “On 
the whole, new families that I meet on the 
playground are happy and excited to be here. 
They see the amazing wealth of resources and 
opportunities and fun things to do, and that’s 
what makes the neighborhood great.”

 — Sarah Klearman, 2018

FACTS
LOCATION: Between San Francisquito Creek and 
University Avenue, Alma Street and Middlefield Road

CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS Discovery Children’s 
House Montessori, 437 Webster St.; Downtown 
Children’s Center, 555 Waverley St.; First School,  
625 Hamilton Ave.

FIRE STATIONS: No. 1, 301 Alma St.

LIBRARY: Downtown branch, 270 Forest Ave.

PARKS: Cogswell Plaza, Lytton Avenue between 
Ramona and Bryant Streets; El Camino Park, 100 
El Camino Real; El Palo Alto Park, Alma Street at El 
Camino Real; Hopkins Creekside Park, Palo Alto Avenue 
from El Camino Road to Middlefield Road; Johnson 
Park, Everett Avenue and Waverley Street

POST OFFICE: Hamilton, 380 Hamilton Ave.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Addison Elementary School, 
Greene Middle School, Palo Alto High School

SHOPPING: University Avenue, Stanford Shopping 
Center

Veronica W
eber
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Crescent Park 

Lush tree branches reach over the wide 
streets of Crescent Park, giving the Palo 
Alto neighborhood a small-town feel even 

though it’s just blocks away from downtown’s 
bustling University Avenue. 

Located between San Francisquito 
Creek, Newell Road, Channing Avenue and 
Middlefield Road, Crescent Park often gives 
visitors and new Stanford students their first 
impression of Palo Alto as they exit U.S. 
Highway 101 heading down University Avenue 
toward El Camino Real.

Most passersby likely will notice the 
neighborhood’s Spanish Colonial streetscapes, 
which can mostly be attributed to the work of 
celebrated 20th-century architect Birge Clark. 

In addition to the mature trees and notable 
architecture, the neighborhood is home 
to Eleanor Pardee Park, one of the largest 
neighborhood parks in Palo Alto, with a picnic 
area, playgrounds and even a community 
garden with plots for residents to grow fruits, 
flowers and vegetables.

“The beauty, the architecture and the trees are 
what attracted us to the neighborhood as well 
as kept us here for 30 years.” said Bob Wenzlau, 
who moved to the neighborhood in 1989 and 
has watched his children stay connected with 
their childhood friends through the years. 

Wenzlau said he enjoys the multicultural 
aspect of the neighborhood, which has 
allowed him to meet people from many 
different countries. While the neighborhood 
is diverse in many ways, most of its residents 
are professionals, such as doctors, lawyers, 
professors and those in the tech industry, 
including Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg. 

One issue that has shaped the neighborhood in 
more ways than one is flooding. Connie Linton, a 
30-year Crescent Park resident, said that flooding 
has been a real issue in the neighborhood 
over the years. Flooding also has prevented 
“McMansions” from cropping up because 
speculative developers cannot build large homes 
with a basement in a flood zone, Linton said.

“However, there are many spots in Crescent 
Park that are not in the flood zone,” she added.

It’s in these areas where Crescent Park has 
begun to see small changes to its generally 
classic “Palo Alto style.” 

Linton said despite the changing architectural 
styles, the neighborly vibe has not changed. 

“If you go out and walk your dog, you will 
meet everybody,” she said. “It is a very friendly 
place.”

The Crescent Park Neighborhood 
Association (CPNA) has been a way to engage 
with community and citywide concerns, like 

traffic and parking — two items neighbors say 
are big issues in Crescent Park. The association 
runs a monitored online chat room that allows 
members to post questions and suggestions. 
Linton said she even adopted her dog through 
the chat room after a neighbor posted a notice 
about trying to find a new home for the pooch. 

 — Sophie Pollock, 2017

FACTS
FIRE STATION: No. 3, 799 Embarcadero Road

LIBRARY: Rinconada Library, 1213 Newell Road

LOCATION: bounded by San Francisquito Creek, Newell 
Road, Channing Avenue and Middlefield Road

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Norman Beamer, 
president, 650-327-7071

PARKS: Eleanor Pardee Park, 851 Center Drive; Hopkins 
Creekside Park along Palo Alto Avenue

POST OFFICES: Hamilton, 380 Hamilton Ave.; Main, 
2085 E. Bayshore Road

PRIVATE SCHOOLS: St. Elizabeth Seton School, 1095 
Channing Ave.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Duveneck Elementary School, 
Greene Middle School, Palo Alto High School

SHOPPING (NEARBY): The Willows Market, 60 
Middlefield Road, Menlo Park; University Avenue in 
downtown Palo Alto; Edgewood Plaza Shopping Center

Ben Hacker
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Going Above and Beyond
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C
om

p
a
ss

 is
 a

 r
ea

l e
st

a
te

 b
ro

ke
r 

lic
en

se
d
 b

y 
th

e 
St

a
te

 o
f 

C
a
lif

or
ni

a
 a

nd
 a

b
id

es
 b

y 
Eq

ua
l H

ou
si

ng
 O

p
p
or

tu
ni

ty
 la

w
s.

 L
ic

en
se

 N
um

b
er

 0
15

27
23

5.
 A

ll 
m

a
te

ria
l p

re
se

nt
ed

 h
er

ei
n 

is
 in

te
nd

ed
 f
or

 in
fo

rm
a
tio

na
l p

ur
p
os

es
 o

nl
y 

a
nd

 is
 c

om
p
ile

d
 f

ro
m

 s
ou

rc
es

 d
ee

m
ed

 

 
representation contact:

Judy Citron
650.400.8424
judy@judycitron.com
DRE 01825569

#20 agent in the United States 

A fresh approach to buying and selling your home 
and exceeding your real estate expectations.

judycitron.com
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University South

If Palo Alto is known as the hometown of 
Silicon Valley, then the University South 
neighborhood is its birthplace. Transistor 

inventor William Bradford Shockley, 
amplifier inventor Lee de Forest, and of 
course Bill Hewlett and David Packard all 
lived within the few blocks bounded by 
Homer Avenue, Alma Street, Embarcadero 
Road and Waverley Street. 

Now the neighborhood is home to a diversity 
of residents, from longtime Palo Altans to 
newcomers, attracted to its close proximity to 
University Avenue, as well as a library, grocery 
store, City Hall, and even a history museum. 

Dave Bubenik, who with his wife has lived 
in the area for over 20 years, has watched the 
neighborhood develop. In the 1990s, when he 
first moved in, “it was mostly an older person’s 
neighborhood.”

Now, with Heritage Park, built after the 
departing Palo Alto Medical Foundation was 
replaced by single-family homes, Bubenik has 
a different view. “From my front porch I see 
the whole United Nations of people going by 
— different languages, different skin colors — 
everything is right there in this neighborhood,” 
he said.

Longtime resident Richard Brand, who 
technically lives on the edge of University 
South and Professorville but considers himself 
a resident of both neighborhoods, agreed 
that the increasing number of children and 
diversity has energized the community.

“Now, the neighborhood is bursting at 
the seams with children,” he said. “I think 
that is the biggest change energizing the 
neighborhood for sure.”

Despite the benefits of population increase, 
Brand said there have been drawbacks. “When 
we moved in, it was a quiet neighborhood. It 
has become a bit frenetic. It’s become much 
more noisy Monday through Friday,” Brand 
said.

The noise can largely be attributed to the 
development of office buildings in downtown 
Palo Alto, which in turn means more traffic 
and parking issues. The city has attempted 
to solve this by approving a parking-permit 
program for drivers who stay longer than 2 
hours.

“The software revolution has created a lot 
more jobs. Most people who have those jobs 
don’t live here. So there’s a lot of parking 
problems,” Brand said.

Bubenik tolerates the traffic and noise, 
which he said is partially caused because the 
neighborhood has two busy one-way streets, 
but says that the city has plans to put in a bike 
boulevard to deter traffic. “If you don’t like 
noise, this is not a good place to be.”

Palo Alto City Hall is located inside the 
University South neighborhood — a fact that 
residents use to their advantage. Community 
members are among the most politically active 

in Palo Alto, using their proximity to turn 
plans for office buildings into Heritage Park 
and to prevent the building of an 18-story 
hospital in the area. 

“If there’s a threat, then we band together 
and go talk to the council,” Brand said.

University South is one of few Palo Alto 
neighborhoods that can boast that it is home 
to a museum: the Museum of American 
Heritage. Executive director Allison Wong 
said the museum’s approach is to partner 
with a lot of different nonprofits to help 
the community. The museum gets about 
25,000 visitors a year. Being in the University 
South neighborhood comes with a variety of 
advantages.

“We are in a community and are not 
surrounded by an industrial area, so a lot 
of our visitors come by randomly,” she said. 
“What is advantageous is that we’re close to 
downtown — it’s what gives people something 
to do. They can go get food and then come to 
our museum and vice versa.”

Overall, Bubenik values the neighborhood 
for its liveliness, diversity and history. With 
its placement a close walk from downtown, he 
finds no end to things to do.

“Everything’s so handy,” he said. “It’s lively 
— and I like lively. You see a lot of people—
lot of different kinds. Something’s always 
happening.”

 — Elinor Aspegren, 2017 

FACTS
CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Addison Kids’ Club, 
650 Addison Ave.; Children’s Creative Learning Center 
Downtown Child Care Center, 848 Ramona St.; First 
School, 625 Hamilton Ave.; The Learning Center, 459 
Kingsley Ave. 

FIRE STATION: No. 1, 301 Alma St. 

LIBRARY: Downtown branch, 270 Forest Ave. 

LOCATION: bounded by Homer Avenue, Alma Street, 
Embarcadero and Middlefield roads

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Elaine Meyer, 
650-325-8057

PARKS: Scott Park, Scott Street and Channing Avenue; 
Palo Alto Heritage Park, Homer Avenue and Waverley 
Street

POST OFFICE: Hamilton, 380 Hamilton Ave. 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Addison Elementary School, 
Greene Middle School, Palo Alto High School

SHOPPING: University Avenue, Town & Country Village

Veronica W
eber
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monicacormanbroker

COMMITTED. CREATIVE. CONNECTED.

650.543.1164
DRE #01111473    

mcorman@apr.com
MonicaCorman.com     

650.823.8212
DRE #01911643

mmontoya@apr.com
MandyMontoya.com

mandymontoya❞❞
“I wanted you to know just how much we have appreciated and benefi ted from your 

knowledge and insights. You have gone so far above and beyond the call of duty 
at every step of the way. We will be very happy in our new home.”     –N.

Monica was ranked in the Top Tier by 
the Wall Street Journal 2016, 2017 and 2018 

Nationwide List of Top 
Real Estate Professionals.
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Professorville

As one of the most highly sought-
after neighborhoods in Palo Alto, 
Professorville continues to expand 

for real estate purposes to attract buyers, but 
not every resident is happy about including 
adjacent areas in their historic district.

Originally defined by a small cluster of homes 
on Lincoln and Kingsley avenues as well as 
the intersecting blocks of Bryant, Ramona and 
Emerson streets, Professorville, named after 
the Stanford professors who chose to reside 
there, and its historic district, has grown to 
include Waverley Street to the east side of 
Cowper Street. These sections were added 
to the community in 1979 and 1993. More 
recently, and likely due to Realtors cashing in 
on its reputation, Professorville is now referred 
to as the section of homes between Addison 
Avenue, Webster Street, Embarcadero Road and 
Emerson Street. 

“It might seem that living in a historic district 
should add some sort of distinction,” said 
Barbara Wallace, whose Professorville home 
has been in her family since it was constructed 
in 1896. “But, in fact, the rocketing value of 
the land and houses can put preservation into 
conflict with the preferences of homeowners 
with big budgets to substantially alter their 
new homes. Because Palo Alto does not have 
enforceable protections for Professorville — it 
takes advisory action on exterior changes — the 
district continues to see occasional demolitions, 
relocations of houses on their lots and replication 
rather than preservation of exterior elements.”

Many houses within the historic district 
have elements no longer used in modern 

construction, — features that have historical 
value and add to the neighborhood’s 
desirability—including paneling, trim and 
other fixtures that could be retained when 
modernizing the interior or exterior of a home.

Homes are often shingled, with large bungalow-
style porches that wrap around the front of the 
homes. Lots can be small, with cottage-style 
homes, or larger with two-story Craftsman or 
farmhouse style homes set on them.

“I am thrilled when neighbors value the 
historic district they choose to join and find 
ways to live in their houses, or rehabilitate 
them, while striving to preserve historic fabric,” 
she said, adding that an appreciation for 
Professorville’s history and origin is becoming 
muddled with each change. 

“The physical Professorville is changing 
rapidly as new residents adapt old houses to 
new times,” she said. “Many homeowners 
appreciate the historic architecture and the 
connection to early Stanford and early Palo 
Alto, when resident faculty members joined 
other Palo Altans in organizing their city and 
schools. Nowadays, a sale often precedes a 
lengthy period of construction, commonly 
including interior remodeling, window 
replacement, additional living space, and 
basement excavation. Such changes may satisfy 
the owner’s desires but argue with the historic 
integrity of the district.”

Despite its internal controversy, Wallace 
said she’s lucky to live within the “dynamic 
neighborhood,” noting the long-term 
friendships of some residents and recent block 
parties on Scott Street and Lincoln Avenue. 

“We appreciate city support for these events 
organized by enterprising residents,” she said. 
“The student residents of 160 Lincoln brought 
together people who had lived near each other 
for years without meeting.”

Thirty-two-year resident Perry Irvine lives in 
one of Professorville’s early-expansion areas and 
was originally drawn to the neighborhood due 
to its proximity to his work and Palo Alto High 
School—where his children were attending 
at the time. He believes the community’s 
proximity to downtown, shopping, public 
transportation and schools are just a few of the 
reasons the area has become desirable, despite 
the busyness of Waverley Street. “Different 
architectural styles and older homes,” he said, 
are part of Professorville’s charm, but while 
its unique features have made Professorville 
an attractive neighborhood for buyers and 
investors, the current real estate market has 
made it prohibitive toward many buyers. 

“Palo Alto and especially the older parts, are 
coveted, being close to most of what Palo Alto 
has to offer, including excellent schools,” he said. 
“The major problem, as I see it, is that the cost 
of housing limits the potential purchasers.”

Both Irvine and Wallace have noticed a 
handful of younger families moving into the 
area. “It is now lively with children, as it was in 
the earliest days, when the original families built 
the neighborhood, and as it was in the 1950s and 
‘60s, when booming families found affordable 
houses,” Wallace said. “I see families with young 
children at Heritage Park. When the adjacent 
Palo Alto History Museum opens in the old Palo 
Alto Clinic, another fantastic resource will be a 
short walk from Professorville.”

 — Melissa McKenzie, 2018

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY) Addison 
Kids’ Club, 650 Addison Ave.; Downtown Child Care 
Center, 848 Ramona St.; The Learning Center, 459 
Kingsley Ave.; Downtown Children’s Center, 555 
Waverley St., Discovery Children’s House, 437 Webster 
St.; Duveneck Kids’ Club, 705 Alester Ave.

FIRE STATION, No. 1, 301 Alma St., and No. 3, 799 
Embarcadero Road

LIBRARY: Downtown branch, 270 Forest Ave.

LOCATION: Bounded by Addison Avenue, Webster 
Street, Embarcadero Road and Emerson Street.

PARKS: Scott Street Mini Park, Scott Street and 
Channing Avenue; Heritage Park, Homer Avenue and 
Waverley Street.

POST OFFICE: Hamilton, 380 Hamilton Ave.

PRIVATE SCHOOLS (NEARBY): Castilleja School, 
1310 Bryant St.; AltSchool, 930 Emerson St.; 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Addison Elementary School, 
Greene Middle School, Palo Alto High School

SHOPPING: University Avenue; Town and Country 
VillageVeronica W

eber
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2018 REPRESENTATIVE SALES

863 MELVILLE DRIVE, PALO ALTO
Offered at $3,998,000

1305 WESTRIDGE DRIVE, PORTOLA VALLEY
Offered at $5,998,000

216 WALTER HAYS DRIVE, PALO ALTO
Offered at $5,498,000

245 WASHINGTON AVENUE, PALO ALTO
Offered at $5,450,000

10 FRANCISCAN RIDGE, PORTOLA VALLEY
Offered at $3,798,000

1133 CHANNING AVENUE, PALO ALTO
Offered at $2,898,000

135 WILLOWBROOK DRIVE, PORTOLA VALLEY
Offered at $6,550,000

PALO ALTO ESTATE
Offered at $19,950,000

1250 CAÑADA ROAD, WOODSIDE
Offered at $13,500,000

942 EL CAJON WAY, PALO ALTO
Offered at $2,498,000

1116 RAMONA AVENUE, PALO ALTO
Offered at $4,650,000

152 MELVILLE AVENUE, PALO ALTO
Offered at $4,500,000

dreyfus.group
728 Emerson Street, Palo Alto, CA 94301
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

Call us if you are thinking  
about selling your home in 2019

Michael Dreyfus
650.485.3476
DRE 01121795
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Community Center

Scattered with parks, tennis courts 
and even a children’s library and 
zoo, Palo Alto’s Community Center 

neighborhood has it all. 
“Everything you pay extra for living 

in Palo Alto is across the street,” 
said Peter Allen, the neighborhood 
association president. “It’s a very walkable 
neighborhood and as such, one gets to know 
a lot of your fantastic neighbors.”

The Lucie Stern Community Center, Palo 
Alto Junior Museum and Zoo, a performing 
arts theater and the Rinconada Pool are all 
in the relatively small neighborhood that’s 
home to about 2,000 people. A new and 
improved zoo will open in 2020, as the Palo 
Alto City Council recently approved a plan 
to rebuild and expand it.

These amenities drew more families to the 
neighborhood in recent years, said Allen, 
who lives on Hopkins Avenue across from 
the 19-acre Rinconada Park. The park is 
Palo Alto’s second oldest park, having been 
established in 1922.

When Allen first moved to the 
neighborhood in 1990 there were not many 
children. 

“Soon there were 10 per block,” he 
said. “Who can blame families?” The 
neighborhood’s Walter Hays Elementary 
School is consistently ranked near the top of 
California’s about 5,000 elementary schools.

 For shopping, The Market in Edgewood 
Plaza opened in 2017 and is supplying 
neighbors with a closer spot to pick up 
groceries. 

Real estate-wise, home styles are all over 
the map, said Julie O’Grady, who lives 
Walter Hays Drive. O’Grady grew up in 
Palo Alto. She said her neighborhood has 
Victorians, Mission-style homes and more.

Many of the neighborhood’s small 
bungalow homes that were built as 
second homes for early-20th-century San 
Franciscans escaping the summer fog have 
made way for bigger homes.

 Allen’s neighbor, Lois Hall, said her 
husband called the change years ago when 
they built their newer, larger house. 

“We were the first new house in many 
years,” said Hall, 93, who moved to the 
neighborhood in 1969. “Everyone was 
delighted to see a new house being built ... It 
was quite an event.”

The bungalows are almost all gone now, 
she said.

“The whole neighborhood has grown up 
that way,” said Hall, who enjoys twice-daily 
walks in the park. She describes the tree-
lined neighborhood as very pleasant, with a 
lot of very friendly people.

The neighborhood, along with Palo Alto, 
has changed wealth-wise, O’Grady said. 
The average home in Community Center 

is worth about $4.3 million, according 
to online real estate database company 
Zillow.

“When we grew up in Palo Alto, 
you wouldn’t know who was wealthy 
and who wasn’t,” she said. “You can 
definitely see the wealth (now).”

Despite the changes, the 
neighborhood still has the feeling of 
old Palo Alto, said O’Grady. Neighbors 
are low key and environmentally 
conscious, with many of them known 
to drive Priuses and recycle, she said.

“You don’t have to be dressed to the 
nines,” she said.

To add to the community feel, the 
neighborhood has a longtime annual 
Labor Day block party. There are 
also summer concerts in the park, art 
festivals and more.

 — Angela Swartz, 2018 

FACTS
CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Walter Hays Kids’ Club, 
1525 Middlefield Road

FIRE STATION: No. 3, 799 Embarcadero Road

LIBRARY: Rinconada Library, 1213 Newell Road; Children’s 
Library, 1276 Harriet St.

LOCATION: bounded by Middlefield Road, Channing Avenue, 
Newell Road and Embarcadero Road

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Peter Allen, pma94301@
comcast.net

PARK: Rinconada Park, 777 Embarcadero Road

POST OFFICE: Main, 2085 E. Bayshore Road; Hamilton, 380 
Hamilton Ave.

PRIVATE SCHOOL: St. Elizabeth Seton School, 1095 
Channing Ave.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Addison, Duveneck and Walter Hays 
elementary schools, Greene Middle School, Palo Alto High School

SHOPPING: Midtown, Downtown Palo Alto, Embarcadero 
Center.

Veronica W
eber
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Value Beyond The Market . . .

CINDY LIEBSCH

Cindy Liebsch
CELL: 650.591.7473 | OFFICE: 650.591.7473 
LICENSE # 01324217 | Cindy@CindyLiebsch.com

Realtor®

 Strategic

Knowledgeable

Trustworthy

Tech Driven
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Duveneck-St. Francis

Between the commotion of busy Oregon 
Expressway and Embarcadero Road, the 
residents of the Duveneck-St. Francis 

neighborhood live on relatively quiet streets 
with an abundance of trees and people of all 
backgrounds. 

“I personally treasure the community 
because of all the nice people that are in it,” 
resident Jeff Levinsky said. “People are just so 
friendly and supportive.”

Levinsky, who has lived in the 
neighborhood since 1994, appreciates his 
neighbors, who help one another and foster 
progress within the community.

And there certainly is no lack of opportunity 
to connect with neighbors. He said that 
whenever school is not in session, the fields 
and playground of Duveneck Elementary 
School (named after Frank and Josephine 
Duveneck of Hidden Villa fame) turn into a 
gathering place for families.

“We have a great elementary school right 
in the middle, we have the library ... the 
Lucie Stern complex and the zoo, those aren’t 
technically in our neighborhood but they’re 
very close. The arts center has classes for all 
ages. So there’s lots of nice things,” Levinsky 
said.

Duveneck-St. Francis is sort of a rhombus-
shaped neighborhood bounded by San 
Francisquito Creek on the northeast, Oregon 
Expressway, Greer Road, Embarcadero Road 
and Newell Road.

The neighborhood’s comfortable setting 
drew in longtime Lisa Dreessen, who moved 
to the area to start a family and has remained 
there since 1964.

“I moved in when I was pregnant with my 
first child, so I raised my children here, and I 
think it’s a wonderful neighborhood,” she said.

Dreessen also pointed out the importance of 
the community spirit in Duveneck-St. Francis. 
With an elementary school in the center of the 
community, it’s no surprise that many people 
find it to be a place that is very welcoming to 
children and adults alike.

“It’s a very friendly neighborhood ... and 
child-friendly,” she said.

The changing demographics of the 
neighborhood hasn’t dampened the 
community spirit, but rather sparked action. 
When the Albertson’s grocery store shut down 
in Edgewood Plaza in 2006, the shopping 
center became a ghost town. After watching 
the buildings crumble for more than 10 years, 
the community fueled efforts to redevelop 
the plaza, which now boasts The Market at 
Edgewood and a wide variety of businesses 
that are well-loved by residents.

“I and some others worked to get the 
grocery store restored and we had countless 
neighbors who were supportive and very 
energized and we all together made it 
happen,” Levinsky said. “(There was) fantastic 
participation.”

Levinsky emphasizes that all of the residents 

get along well, and manage to sidestep 
controversies. The neighbors instead work 
together to solve problems and better their 
community for all of the residents. 

The people of Duveneck-St. Francis 
certainly agree that the neighbors are what 
makes the area truly unique.

“It’s a good place to raise a family,” Levinsky 
said. “It’s a good place for people who are 
retired, it’s just a nice environment.”

 — Cameron Rebosio, 2018

FACTS
CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Duveneck Kids’ 
Club, 705 Alester Ave.

FIRE STATION: No. 3, 799 Embarcadero Road

LIBRARY: Rinconada Library, 1213 Newell Road

LOCATION: bounded by San Francisquito Creek, 
Oregon Expressway, Greer Road, Embarcadero Road 
and Newell Road

PARKS (NEARBY): Eleanor Pardee Park, 851 Center 
Drive; Rinconada Park, 777 Embarcadero Road; 
Duveneck Elementary School 705 Alester Ave.

POST OFFICE: Main, 2085 E. Bayshore Road

PRIVATE SCHOOLS (NEARBY): International School 
of the Peninsula, 151 Laura Lane; St. Elizabeth Seton, 
1095 Channing Ave.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Duveneck Elementary School, 
Greene Middle School, Palo Alto High School

SHOPPING: Edgewood Shopping Center; University 
Avenue

Veronica W
eber
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Coldwell Banker
#1 IN CALIFORNIA

©201  Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  
DRE 

License  # 01908304

Menlo Park Palo Alto Woodside

Kristina Tao 
415.370.8146

 

Debbie Nichols 
650.996.3191

 

Nana Spiridon 
650.483.6983

 
hotmail.com

Clara Lee
408.568.5576

 

Cheryl Rivera Smith 
650.386.0595

 

Gwen Luce 
650.566.5343

 

Judy Shen 
650.380.2000

 

Julie Lau 
650.208.2287

 

Naseem Faria 
408.338.9932

John Fyten
650.400.5692

 

Michelle Chang
650.245-2890 

Saruul Barrios 
650.318.1065

 

Lyn Jason Cobb 
650.464.2622

 

Jackie Copple 
650.465.9160

 

Fereshteh Khodadad
650.815.8850

 

Gil Oraha 
650.889.0889

 

Nancy Goldcamp 
650.400.5800

 
NancyGoldcamp.com

Maha Najjar 
650.388.0566

 
Mahanajjar.com

Shawnna Sullivan
650.716.7303

Jan Strohecker
650. 906.6516

 
yahoo.com

Emily Chiang
650.796.2285

 

Penny Goldcamp 
650.740.1955
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“I wouldn’t expect anyone to have 
any kind of problems and not end 
up getting full support from the 

community,” said Jon Baum, a resident of 
Palo Alto’s Triple El neighborhood since 
1971. 

“It’s not as prestigious as Old Palo Alto. 
And certainly everybody’s their own 
individual, but at the same time it’s a really 
serious community in terms of people being 
there for each other and knowing each other.”

The neighborhood is named after three 
residential streets — Elsinore Drive, Elsinore 
Court and El Cajon — between North 
California Avenue and Oregon Expressway 
and by Louis and Greer roads. Its sinuous 
streets are lined with Modesto ash and Chinese 
elm trees and comprise 68 homes; most are 
Eichlers built rapidly in the post-war era. 

A single-story mandate is a point of pride 
for most residents. According to Stew Plock 
(Triple El’s unofficial mayor), “Eight years 
ago, somebody wanted to build a second 
story,” he recalled. Although the city allowed 
that, covenants in the deeds prohibited 
building a second story. It took a vote by 
residents, who achieved a supermajority of 
70 percent, to create a single-story overlay, 

officially prohibiting any second-story 
construction in the subdivision.

Plock and Baum agree that the legal 
motions helped draw the community 
together: “Around Memorial Day we get as 
many neighbors for a potluck in this corner 
of the horseshoe. There’s a slight fee collected 
to cover the cost of putting that on, and with 
whatever’s left over, we get together around 
Labor Day and have an ice cream social.” 

Ed Yao and Amy Yang, who moved into the 
neighborhood in 2006, learned to love the 
relatively small size inherent to Eichler designs. 
“Once you move into one of these homes and 
you see all the lighting you get inside, and the 
openness of these Eichler designs ... you realize 

that’s part of the value, not having somebody 
towering over you,” Ed said.

Like many neighbors-to-be, they had been 
invited to the neighborhood’s gatherings 
before moving in. “Obviously we know the 
people around us the best, but it is quite 
astounding how many people we do know in 
these couple of streets here, in the Triple El 
neighborhood,” he said. 

 — Pierre Bienaim, 2014

Triple El

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): First 
Congregational Church Nursery School, 1985 Louis 
Road; Parents Nursery School, 2328 Louis Road; 
Duveneck Kids’ Club, 705 Alester Ave.

FIRE STATION: No. 3, 799 Embarcadero Road

LIBRARY: Rinconada Library, 1213 Newell Road

LOCATION: Elsinore Drive, Elsinore Court and El Cajon 
Way

PARKS (NEARBY): Rinconada Park, 777 Embarcadero 
Road; Greer Park, 1098 Amarillo Ave.

POST OFFICE: Main, 2085 E. Bayshore Road

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Duveneck Elementary School, 
Greene Middle School, Palo Alto High School

SHOPPING: Midtown

Veronica W
eber

Veronica W
eber
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Welcome to Palo Alto.
Now stay connected.

Palo Alto Weekly and Palo Alto Online are the most valued  
and trusted source of local news in the area.

Let our award-winning team of journalists keep you connected  
to life on the Midpeninsula with the breaking news,  

arts & entertainment, sports and TownSquare

PaloAltoOnline.com
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Embarcadero Oaks / Leland Manor / Garland Drive

T he oak and magnolia trees that line 
the streets in what may look like one 
neighborhood to those unfamiliar with 

the area is really three micro-neighborhoods 
— Embarcadero Oaks, Leland Manor, Garland 
Drive — each with unique characteristics and 
mix of new and longtime residents.

EMBARCADERO OAKS 
Embarcadero Oaks, a triangular 

neighborhood between Embarcadero Road, 
Seale Avenue and Middlefield Road, is an easy 
walk to the Palo Alto Junior Museum & Zoo 
and Rinconada Park. Resident Michelle Zhang, 
who moved to the area from the East Coast in 
2013, said she was drawn to the neighborhood’s 
family-oriented, friendly makeup. 

“For me, it is a very vibrant neighborhood 
as we are close to one elementary and one 
middle school,” said Zhang, whose two children 
go to Walter Hays Elementary School. “The 
community center, art center and two libraries 
are all within walking distance. We feel 
fortunate to live in such a community that is full 
of great resources.”

Zhang said the neighborhood, lined with 
large oak trees, has a mix of young families, 
baby boomers and empty-nesters that adds 
to its diversity, and she feels safe living there. 
Additionally, Zhang feels there are plenty of 
events that not only bring the Embarcadero Oaks 
neighborhood, but the entire community, together.

“We love the events, such as summer 
concerts,” she said. “The library is a great place 
to be, with some interesting family activities.”

LELAND MANOR
Directly adjacent to Embarcadero Oaks is 

Leland Manor, a rectangular segment between 
Louis Road, California Avenue, Middlefield 
Road and Seale Avenue bisected by Newell road. 

Midwest transplant Kevin Carlson and his 

family moved into the quiet neighborhood three 
years ago.

“I actually moved into our current home sight 
unseen, as my wife was the one who had been 
primarily traveling back and forth between 
Chicago and Palo Alto to look at homes,” he 
said. The neighborhood’s “phenomenal location” 
next to Walter Hays Elementary and Jordan 
Middle schools and his wife’s office at Palo Alto 
Square was a huge selling point, he said. 

“Neighbors are proud of — and consequently 
supportive of — the neighborhood schools,” 
he said. “Neighbors are friendly and outgoing. 
Since we’re a younger family, we use the 
community facilities regularly. There are great 
parks in almost every direction, and we’re a 
stone’s throw from the Palo Alto Art Center, 
Rinconada Library, the Children’s Theatre, the 
Rinconada Pool and the Children’s Library, all 
of which are staffed by exceptional people.”

Although moving to a suburban 
neighborhood was an adjustment from living 
in downtown Chicago, with the biggest change 
being that Leland Manor doesn’t have the same 
walkability to bars and restaurants, Carlson said 
the accessibility of safe bike routes makes it an 
even trade. 

Longtime resident David Slone said his street, 
Barbara Drive, is just over a mile away from a 
Caltrain station and the entire neighborhood is 
only two miles from downtown Palo Alto.

When Slone and his family moved into the 
neighborhood 28 years ago, it was initially 
because they found a home that fit into their 
price range, but he said he’s happy living there, 
despite an increase in traffic over the years, and 
recommends the neighborhood to new home 
buyers, because of its proximity to amenities, as 
well as the plethora of relatively large lots.

Leland Manor is “relatively quiet but near 
to main arteries so (you) can get to Bayshore 
Freeway and downtown fairly quickly,” he said. 

One of Leland Manor’s most distinguishing 
characteristics is its underground utilities, Slone 
said, which means that wires and telephone 

poles are out of the picture. Although the 
neighborhood is mostly made up of baby 
boomers and retirees, there has been a slight 
influx of younger families moving in recently.

GARLAND DRIVE
Magnolia trees and an unusually curvy street 

in a flat part of Palo Alto are two of the defining 
characteristics of Garland Drive, the third 
segment of the three neighborhoods. Most of 
the homes were built in the late 1940s and early 
1950s and although many have been updated over 
the years, residents have done so thoughtfully to 
retain the neighborhood’s character. 

Roy Levin has lived on the street for nearly 
35 years. He said at the time of his arrival, his 
family was seeking a kid-friendly area close to 
schools, but over time he has gotten to know his 
neighbors — who have all resided on Garland 
Drive for years and said the street holds an 
annual Fourth of July barbeque. 

“Garland has gone through several cycles as 
families with kids have moved in, then the kids 
have grown up and moved on,” Levin said. “At 
the time we moved here, families with young 
kids, like ours, were moving in. About a decade 
ago, most of the kids had grown up, but now the 
cycle is beginning again.” 

Levin said turnover of homes is low and 
neighborhood residents are close. Residents 
used to complain of the street’s disintegrating 
asphalt but the city recently rebuilt the street 
and replaced the water and gas mains. The 
neighborhood also is near VTA bus routes on 
Middlefield and Louis roads and a mile away 
from a Caltrain station, making it an ideal 
location for public transportation-minded 
people who desire a more suburban lifestyle.

—Melissa McKenzie, 2018

FACTS
CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS: First 
Congregational Church Nursery School, 1985 Louis 
Road; Parents Nursery School, 2328 Louis Road, Walter 
Hays Kids’ Club, 1525 Middlefield Road. 

FIRE STATION: No. 3, 799 Embarcadero Road.

LOCATION: Embarcadero Oaks: triangle formed by 
Embarcadero Road, Seale Avenue and Middlefield road; 
Garland Drive: between Middlefield and Louis roads; 
Leland Manor: a rectangular segment between Middlefield 
and Louis roads, Seale and North California avenues.

LIBRARY: Rinconada Library, 1213 Newell Road.

PARK: Rinconada Park, 777 Embarcadero Road.

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PRIVATE SCHOOL: Hwa Shin Bilingual Chinese School, 
750 N. California Ave. (Jordan Middle School); Stratford 
School, 870 N. California Ave.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Walter Hays Elementary School, 
Jordan Middle School, Palo Alto High School.

SHOPPING: Midtown.

Veronica W
eber
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COMMUNICATION

Communication is key. Things will crop up and the market can 
change on a dime. Knowing market trends and local activity is 
crucial, and keeping my sellers and buyers informed and up to 
date on the most subtle nuances is of paramount importance.

EDUCATION

To whom are you selling? From whom are you buying? Who is 
the agent on the other side of the transaction? What’s happening 
in the neighborhood? What’s happening with the market? The 
more knowledge you have, the stronger position you will be in.

PREPARATION

In our pent up and competitive market, you’ve got to be able 
to make quick decisions and move with speed and confidence. 
Whether a buyer (understanding values, location, recent market 
activity) or seller (preparing your property for the market), 
being primed, poised, positioned and ready are only a few of the 
essential elements to your success!

NEGOTIATION

Everything is negotiable. Not only the price, but the terms of the 
contract, the length of escrow, allowances for repairs, seller rent-
back... and so much more. Asking for what you want and knowing 
what to ask for helps ensure your success.

SELLER – LL

“As a Feng Shui master, I have worked with many 

Realtors in the Bay Area for decades. We chose 

Siobhan as our agent because she offers a personal 

approach to marketing her listings and her strong 

video skills really helped to tell our story; the videos 

showcased and highlighted all of the special aspects 

of our home that we wanted to share with would-be 

owners and this certainly helped to generate multiple 

offers and get us Top Dollar... achieving record 

breaking results for our neighborhood!”

BUYERS – J & C

“We had already put offers in on a couple of homes and lost 

out in multiple offer situations. Because of her collaborative 

relationships with fellow agents, Siobhan found us a property 

that was not yet listed on the MLS and we were able to get 

our great house, in one of the best neighborhoods of RWC, 

without crazy multiple-buyer competition!” 

SIOBHAN O’SULLIVAN
License# 01298824

650.776.5445

sos@osullivanteam.com  |  osullivanteam.com

Taking the first step is easy, just 
contact Siobhan! Knowledgeable, 
prepared and driven, she’ll help 
you get the best results possible!

SUCCESSSTEPS  TO
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Old Palo Alto

Over the years, the Old Palo Alto 
neighborhood has garnered a reputation 
for housing some of the wealthiest, 

most influential residents in town. It’s not, for 
example, uncommon to see tourists stop by the 
late Steve Jobs’ home, and the neighborhood is 
peppered with ongoing construction sites, where 
modern mansions are replacing older homes.

The face of Old Palo Alto is rapidly changing, 
but a stroll through the quiet, tree-lined 
neighborhood with its shaded sidewalks and 
fragrant gardens, can offer a glimpse of — or 
even a feel for — Old Palo Alto’s past, and an 
understanding of why it is and has long been 
such a coveted spot in town. 

Among the palatial odes to modernism, there 
are still original houses, many built in the Spanish 
Colonial Revival style and dating back to the early 
and mid-20th century. Debbie Nichols, a local 
Realtor and longtime resident, pointed out that in 
addition to having designed local quintessential 
landmarks, Palo Alto architect Birge Clark is 
responsible for designing many of the Spanish 
Colonial Revival style homes in the neighborhood.

Nichols’ home is one of those gems that 
preserves the neighborhood’s past. Next to her 
front door is a plaque denoting her home, built 
in 1925, as an historic property. Sitting in her 
quiet, peaceful dining room, Nichols spoke of 
how Old Palo Alto became her home in 1956 
when her family moved from Boston.

“My mom liked the neighborhood because 
it was reminiscent of the New England houses 
— older houses with more feeling and more 
character. ... My dad used to say there was 
nothing like living in a college town,” she said.

Nichols remembers attending Walter Hays 
Elementary, Jordan Middle School (now 
renamed Greene Middle School) and Palo Alto 

High School at a time when Palo Alto was not 
as crowded. She reminisced that back then 
homeowners were mostly doctors, lawyers and 
small business owners, and that the only big 
tech name in town was Hewlett Packard — back 
when computers were the size of rooms.

When describing the feel of the 
neighborhood, Nichols used words like 
“genteel,” “mature” and “established,” noting that 
it’s a neighborhood where houses are “well-
maintained” and “don’t look alike.” That said, 
Nichols acknowledged that the neighborhood is 
and has been changing.

“Newer people and foreign investors love the 
historic feel of Old Palo Alto, but they change it,” 
she said. “Old Palo Alto won’t be old for long!”

One of the effects of Old Palo Alto’s appeal 
to foreign investors has been the increasing 
occurrence of “ghost houses,” which are houses 
that are vacant, she observed.

“It’s hard to have a house sit vacant,” Nichols 
said, “It’s like a hole in the neighborhood.”

Just a few blocks away lives Sue Kemp, a 
resident of Old Palo Alto since 1961, when she 
moved to the neighborhood with her husband 
and two children after her husband was 
accepted into Stanford University’s law school. 

“We wanted to be in the Walter Hays school 
district ... so we borrowed 5,000 dollars from 
my father and (bought this house for) the 
awesome sum of 22,500 dollars,” Kemp said.

This is a stark contrast to current home values 
in her neighborhood. Kemp told of a recent 
conversation with a neighbor selling her home 
in which Kemp said she told her neighbor that 
the house could probably sell for $5 million. The 
owner laughed, saying that she wouldn’t take a 
penny for under $7 million. 

Looking out her large dining-room window, 

Kemp pointed out homes and who has come 
and gone from them over the years. It was 
literally — and metaphorically — a window into 
the neighborhood’s layered history.

“(Old Palo Alto) has become a combination 
of very wealthy people in palace-like structures 
and more or less ordinary people,” Kemp said, 
“My husband and I were lucky that we were able 
to buy this house.”

Kemp took out a faded Polaroid photograph 
of the house that used to be across the street. 
A very modest yellow bungalow, it in no way 
resembles the current, impressive home. 

“This neighborhood has changed radically. ... 
(There were) almost no two-story homes in this 
particular neighborhood. They were cottages 
and bungalows,” Kemp said.

Though the neighborhood is clearly undergoing 
constant transformation, the large, mature trees, 
many of which are protected, remain.

“In South Palo Alto, in the Eichler 
neighborhoods, the trees were getting their 
start, and here there were 80-foot cedars in my 
front yard. ... My son loved to climb up to the 
top,” she said, smiling at the memory.

Kemp finds a silver lining to the construction 
sites in the area. She’s been taking Spanish 
classes at the Palo Alto Adult School for over 10 
years and welcomes the opportunity to practice 
with Spanish-speaking construction workers.

“Actually, I kind of like the construction sites 
around here because I speak Spanish, and I know 
those guys would help me if I asked for help — 
they’re all of them very friendly and very family-
oriented, very nice people. ...(they) don’t even 
believe that someone my age or race would even 
know a word of Spanish, so I enjoy teasing them,” 
she said, chuckling.

 — Anna Medina, 2016

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): Addison 
Kids’ Club, 650 Addison Ave.; Neighborhood Infant-
Toddler Center, 311 N. California Ave.; Walter Hays Kids’ 
Club, 1525 Middlefield Road

FIRE STATION: No. 3, 799 Embarcadero Road

LIBRARY: Rinconada Library, 1213 Newell Road

LOCATION: between Embarcadero Road and Oregon 
Expressway, Alma Street and Middlefield Road

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Old Palo Alto 
Neighborhood Association, Nadia Naik, nadianaik@
gmail.com 

PARKS: Bowden Park, Alma Street and California 
Avenue; Bowling Green Park, 474 Embarcadero Road; 
Kellogg Park, next to Bowling Green Park

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PRIVATE SCHOOL: Castilleja School, 1310 Bryant St.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Addison and Walter Hays 
elementary schools, Greene Middle School, Palo Alto 
High School 

SHOPPING: Town & Country Village; Midtown; 
California Avenue

Christophe Haubursin
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Southgate

When it comes to the location of 
neighborhoods in Palo Alto, few 
have it better than Southgate.

Bordered by Alma Street, El Camino 
Real, Churchill Avenue and Park Boulevard, 
Southgate is adjacent to both Palo Alto High 
School and Stanford University and close to 
both the shops and restaurants along California 
Avenue and Town and Country Village.

One would think that Southgate’s proximity 
to multiple schools and shopping destinations 
would bring unwanted traffic and congestion 
to the neighborhood. But that is not the case, 
said Jim McFall, a Southgate resident for over 
30 years who helps run the neighborhood watch 
program.

McFall said there is “very little through-
traffic” in the neighborhood because there 
are few entrances from the main streets. The 
Caltrain tracks run parallel to Alma Street, 
while there is no way in from Park Boulevard 
near Peers Park, blocking it off from two of four 
sides.

“It’s a well-defined neighborhood with 
geographic boundaries,” McFall said. “Not 
many streets go through the neighborhood. You 
don’t know about it unless you go to a specific 
location within Southgate.”

However, Southgate is not free from all the 
problems that usually come with living in a 
popular area — namely, parking.

The main culprits are students from Palo Alto 
High School, who park on the nearby streets 
close to campus. What exacerbates the issue 
is the narrowness of the lanes; residents claim 
that a multitude of cars parked next to the curb 
essentially turns the roads into one-way streets.

“We have significant issues with parking right 
now,” McFall said. “We’re seeing a significant 
increase in student parking here.”

McFall added that he is working with the 
City of Palo Alto to address the parking 
concerns. In May 2016, the City Council 
endorsed a Residential Preferential Parking 
Program for Southgate, a plan which would 
require permits for those who park their cars 
in the neighborhood for longer than two 
hours.

Southgate, first developed in the 1920s, 
received its name because it bordered Stanford 
University’s southern side. The Stanford family 
actually owned the land until it sold and 
subdivided it.

Construction has been a constant in the 
neighborhood through the years, with new 
families moving in and adjusting their homes to 
the times, said Jim Corbett, a retired longtime 
resident who lives on Sequoia Avenue.

There are around 230 single-family homes in 
the neighborhood, many of which have been 
remodeled. There’s an annual block party every 
Memorial Day and a toy drive in December 

complete with a holiday gathering.
The positive aspects of Southgate are enough 

to offset its parking troubles. Recently, the city 
repaved the streets and inserted open landscape 
basins to collect rainwater that would often 
settle in the flat neighborhood after a storm. 
Residents also appreciate the bike paths to 
California Avenue and downtown.

 — Eric He, 2016

FACTS
CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Casa dei Bambini, 
457 College Ave.; Escondido Kids’ Club, 890 Escondido 
Road; Walter Hays Kids’ Club, 1525 Middlefield Road

FIRE STATION: No. 6, 711 Serra St. on the Stanford 
Campus

LIBRARY: Rinconada Library, 1213 Newell Road; and 
College Terrace branch, 2300 Wellesley St. 

LOCATION: bounded by El Camino Real, Park 
Boulevard, the railroad tracks and Churchill Avenue

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Jim McFall, 
Neighborhood Watch, wmjmcfall@yahoo.com, 650-
327-4428

PARK: Alexander Peers Park, 1899 Park Blvd.

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS:  Escondido and Walter Hays 
elementary schools, Greene Middle School, Palo Alto 
High School

SHOPPING: Town & Country Village; California Avenue

Veronica W
eber
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656 HILLCREST WAY, EMERALD HILLS, CA

LISSETTE LAWTON 
REALTOR® 
650.430.3395 
LVLAWTON@GMAIL.COM 
LIC.#01413063

WWW.656HILLCRESTWAY.COM OFFERED AT $3,748,000 

CALL FOR MORE 
PROPERTY INFORMATION

Boasting panoramic bay views and tremendous curb appeal, this 5-bed, 3 1⁄2-bath Emerald Hills home offers privacy and convenience 
with its proximity to Silicon Valley and San Francisco. The fully-appointed in-law unit with its separate entrance to a kitchen, 
family room, bedroom and bath, provides enough space to entertain out-of-town guests comfortably. Most living areas open to a 
picturesque backyard retreat with meticulous gardens and tall, native oak and redwood trees that bring to mind a setting in the 
English countryside. Rooftop solar panels, along with an EV charger in the two-car garage, make this an eco-friendly home.

Panoramic bay views
Spacious home (5,130 sq. ft.)

Prime location
Top schools

In-Law Unit
Pool

Solar powered
Private and secluded setting
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Evergreen Park

Bordering the California Avenue shopping 
district and just a mile away from Stanford 
University’s campus, sits what Paul 

Machado calls “a real gem.”
He’s talking about his neighborhood, Palo 

Alto’s Evergreen Park, where he was born and 
raised, started a family and stuck around for the 
long haul. The Stanford Avenue resident said 
he’d describe Evergreen Park as “a close-knit 
community comprised of diverse families and 
individuals.”

 Evergreen Park has gone through its fair 
share of growing pains over the last couple 
of decades as Silicon Valley has come into 
prominence, including the addition of Visa’s 
new 62,000-square-foot office and research-
and-development space on Sherman Avenue. 
The formerly blue-collar neighborhood is now a 
little more upscale, boasting bigger houses than 
the traditional two-bedroom ones of days past, 
Machado said.

“It’s become a destination spot,” he said. “It’s a 
residential neighborhood in what’s becoming a 
very urban setting.”

Homes in the neighborhood are eclectic, with 
different sizes, styles and lot sizes. There are about 
206 single-family homes in the neighborhood and 
178 multifamily units, according to Evergreen 
Park Neighborhood Association President David 
Schrom.

Oxford Avenue resident Irene Au moved 
to the neighborhood  in 1999. She likes the 
neighborhood’s proximity to California Avenue, 
the Caltrain station, parks, the Sunday farmers 
market, Stanford University and the freeway, along 
with its walkability. She also enjoys teaching yoga 
at Avalon Yoga on California Avenue, where she 
feels a real sense of community. 

The neighborhood has lost some of its sleepy 
quality over the years, Au said, as traffic and 
parking challenges have begun to compromise 
the quality of life in the neighborhood. These 
days, cars block block fire hydrants, double park 
in front of people’s driveways, and cruise the 
neighborhood looking for places to park as the 
area has become more popular, she said. 

The City of Palo Alto has been working to 
alleviate some of this parking overload with a 
new program called the Residential Preferential 
Parking Program aimed at providing preferential 
use of on-street parking to residents and either 
restricts or eliminates parking for outside users 
during select periods. Parking permits in the 
Evergreen Park area became available in 2017.

Meanwhile, Christina Justiz Roush, an artist 
who moved into the neighborhood with her 
family in February 2017, is enjoying living in Palo 
Alto after 10 years of life in Brooklyn, New York, 
and a stint in Venice in Southern California.

“It’s very charming and beautiful,” she said. “It’s 

a very community-minded place. The thought of 
moving to a much more suburban place and not 
being walking-distance to stores was very scary for 
me, so it was a bit of serendipity (to find Evergreen 
Park).”

For additional community building and fun, 
the neighborhood has hosted an annual picnic for 
more than 30 years and holds a block party every 
year.

 — Angela Swartz, 2017

FACTS
CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): Casa 
dei Bambini Montessori School, 463 & 457 College 
Ave.; Escondido Kids’ Club, 890 Escondido Road

FIRE STATION: No. 2, 2675 Hanover St.

LIBRARY: College Terrace branch, 2300 Wellesley St.

LOCATION: between California Avenue, Park Boulevard 
and El Camino Real

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Evergreen Park 
Neighborhood Association, President David Schrom, 
650-323-7333

PARKS: Alexander Peers Park, 1899 Park Blvd.

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PRIVATE SCHOOL: The Living Wisdom School, 456 
College Ave.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Escondido Elementary School, 
Greene Middle School, Palo Alto High School

SHOPPING: California Avenue

Veronica W
eber
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Susan Furstman
650 400 9321
DRE 01233303

Shab Nemati
650 867 9417
DRE 01904466

Sharon Witte
650 269 6700
DRE 00842833

Andrei Bandrovsky
650 858 0425
DRE 01269415

Mike Garvey
650 766 7772
DRE 01948444

Chuck Gillooley 
650 207 2024
DRE 01750684

Jennifer Pollock
650 867 0609
DRE 01215021

Ciana Megan Tierney
650 954 8642
DRE 01339212

Michael Hall
Michael and Tricia Team
650 465 1651
DRE 01133676

Tricia Soliz
Michael and Tricia Team
650 833 9442
DRE 01836700

Wendy Kandasamy
The AW Team
650 380 0220
DRE 01425839

Greg Stange
Stange Group
650 208 5196
DRE 01418178

Katharine Carroll
415 300 7122
DRE 01909507

Mania Manavi
Stange Group
650 690 6116
DRE 01997685

Shane Stent
650 787 3775
DRE 01868925

Michelle Taser
650 575 7782
DRE 01775122

Gwen Wang
650 260 4936
DRE 01393647

Drew Doran
650 766 2080
DRE 01887354

Adam Touni
The AW Team 
650 336 8530
DRE 01880106

Shawna Borg
Regional Executive
707 543 6665

Rachael Munoz
Operations Manager
650 308 5532

Premier Real Estate Professionals
361 Lytton Ave #200, Palo Alto

Compass is a licensed real estate broker (01991628) in the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, 
condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed
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DERK BRILL 
650.814.0478 
dbrill@apr.com 
DerkBrill.com 
A born and raised Palo Altan, 
Derk is the top producing 
agent in the Alain Pinel office. 
His philosophy of client service 
differs significantly from most 
top producing agents. He 
offers a hands-on, personal 
approach to listing homes. This 
extends from the preparation 
process through the close of 
escrow. Rather than handing 
a client off to a series of 
assistants, Derk manages every 
aspect of the sale himself. 
Contact Derk to leverage the 
Local Advantage. 

DESIREE DOCKTOR 
650.291.8487 
ddocktor@apr.com 
DesireeDocktor.com 
Local Realtor who grew 
up in Palo Alto, raised her 
family here, and knows the 
neighborhoods intimately. 
“We bought and sold our 
home with Desiree. She is very 
professional and produces 
great results. Easy to work with 
and she has great attention to 
all the little details that make 
a difference. We would highly 
recommend her to anyone!”  
 – Mike & Asmita, Palo Alto

ANALISA  
RONDELLE-NESS
650.605.5338
analisar@apr.com

 @analisaness_realtor
As a newlywed, homeowner 
and young professional, 
Analisa has experienced the 
fears and excitement that 
comes with buying a home in 
the Bay Area. Educated and 
trained by local real estate 
pros, Analisa is ready to help 
find you the right solution 
for your housing and lifestyle 
needs. This is your home 
buying experience. Finding the 
right home for you is my first 
priority.

XIN JIANG 
650.283.8379 
xjiang@apr.com 
xjiang.apr.com 
Xin’s logical and data/fact 
driven approach has helped 
clients sort out priorities in 
any real estate transactions. 
“Xin has gone above and 
beyond at every step of our 
home-searching process. She 
knows mid Peninsular inside 
out and always offers us great 
analytical advice; and most 
importantly, we trust Xin. We 
know that Xin will never steer 
us towards a property just to 
close a deal.” 

– Stacy and Eric, Los Altos 

MICHAEL JOHNSTON 
650.533.5102 
mjohnston@apr.com 
MichaelJohnston.com 
•  35+ years of real estate 

experience
•  Personalized, one-on-one 

client service
•  Creative solutions in the 

sale or purchase of a single-
family home, investment 
property, multi-family home 
or commercial building

•  A proven track record as a 
skilled negotiator; Certified 
Negotiator from Pepperdine 
University School of Law

•  Proven results — 87% of 
Michael’s business is from 
referrals and repeat clients

CAROL LI
650.281.8368
cli@apr.com
carolli.com
•  22 Years of Real Estate 

Experience 

•  Superior Negotiation Skills

•  Professional, Knowledgeable, 
Integrity

•  Consistently Achieve 
Outstanding Results for  
Her Clients

•  Buying and Selling Always 
Contact Carol Li
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ANNA PARK
650.387.6159
apark@apr.com
AnnaParkHomes.com
As a long time Palo Alto 
resident, Anna brings the 
honesty to give you the best 
home buying experience. 
Providing a plethora of 
knowledge about the 
neighborhood, Anna is known 
for her transparency and 
reliability to ensure that all 
clients are up to date about the 
home buying process.

TED PAULIN 
650.766.6325 
tpaulin@apr.com 
www.tpaulin.com 
I am 5th generation Palo Altan 
and a 2nd generation Palo 
Alto Realtor. My foremost goal 
is to provide extraordinary 
service for complete customer 
satisfaction. By always keeping 
my clients informed and 
educated, I take the mystery 
out of the buying and selling 
process allowing for the best 
results. Call me to get the 
support and knowledge that 
you need in today’s real estate 
market. 

SHELLY ROBERSON
650.464.3937
sroberson@apr.com
ShellyRoberson.com
Shelly is in her 27th year in 
the real estate business. She 
has been a top producer with 
over 800 closed transactions. 
Shelly is truly the Professional’s 
Professional with experience, 
dedication and perseverance. 
She goes the extra mile for 
every client. Born and raised 
in Palo Alto, Shelly brings 
an unrivaled market and 
area knowledge which she 
leverages to each client’s 
advantage. You will not find an 
agent with more experience, 
knowledge and market savvy 
than Shelly Roberson.

TERRY RICE 
650.207.4142 
trice@apr.com 
TerrySellsPaloAlto.com 
Real Estate is about Lifestyle 
Changes… 

I have been in the real estate 
profession for over 25 years. 
I have a strong emphasis on 
renovation, marketing and 
finance. My job is to help my 
clients achieve their goal in an 
enjoyable and timely manner. 

DENISE SIMMONS 
650.269.0210 
dsimons@apr.com 
DeniseSimons.com 
Denise brings deep experience, 
high energy and honest 
professionalism to every 
transaction. “I want to be 
my clients’ realtor for life, 
I’m dedicated — in good 
times and bad — to earning 
the trust and satisfaction of 
every one of my clients.” As a 
long-time, Palo Alto resident 
who has raised three children 
in the community, Denise has 
nearly unmatched knowledge 
of the area’s neighborhoods, 
amenities and school systems. 

JENNY TENG 
650.245.4490 
jteng@apr.com 
jennytenghomes.com 
•  Dedicated, respected realtor 

in the business over 28 years 

•  Committed to exceptional, 
personalized service 

•  Superb negotiation skills, 
proven marketing strategy 

•  Passion for interior design 
and talented in floral design 

•  Record setting top dollar sales 
in Palo Alto 

•  Fluent in Mandarin Chinese 
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College Terrace

Though it sits right next to Stanford 
University, College Terrace’s name 
actually comes from its 12 streets, 

whose namesakes are well-known higher-ed 
institutions in the eastern United States. In fact, 
the neighborhood predates Stanford by several 
years.

“College Terrace has historically been quite 
separate from Stanford,” resident Maya Homan 
said. “The reason it exists at all as a residential 
neighborhood is because the original owners 
refused to sell to Stanford when the school was 
first constructed.”

Homan, a 2018 graduate of Palo Alto High 
School, has lived with her family in College 
Terrace since she started kindergarten at 
Escondido Elementary School in 2005. She 
attributes her neighborhood pride to friendly 
neighbors and a year-round wealth of activities.

“We have a lot of neighborhood events, 
including block parties, neighborhood scavenger 
hunts and Oscars parties,” Homan said. “We’ve all 
gotten to know each other really well, and a lot of 
my neighbors feel like extended family members.”

Fernando Cabildo, vice president of the 
College Terrace Residents’ Association, said the 
neighborhood’s crown jewel is its people, who he 
describes as a wide variety of individuals “from 
nannies to Google billionaires.”

“There is just such diversity in the 
neighborhood,” Cabildo said. “Being right next 
to Stanford, we have students but we also have 
people who have lived here for 60, 70, 80 years.”

Cabildo, who grew up in Sunnyvale, has 
appreciated the distinct neighborhood feel 
of College Terrace for years. For him and his 
partner, the house they bought on California 
Avenue in 2016 was a dream come true.

“If you ask people where College Terrace is, 
they can tell you,” Cabildo said. “You really know 
when you’re in College Terrace. I love that it’s a 
self-contained entity.”

The long rectangular area bounded by El 
Camino Real, Amherst Street, Stanford Avenue 
and California Avenue stands out on a map 
— the 12-block-long, two-block-wide parcel 
is a “peninsula” of non-Stanford land and has 
been since 1887, when it was bought up by 
farmer and landowner Alexander Gordon. The 
neighborhood has long been home to Stanford 
students, staff and affiliates. However, residents 
have seen College Terrace’s student population 
dwindle in recent years as foreign investment 
money has trickled into the neighborhood.

Eileen Stolee, a resident since 1974, noted that 
it wasn’t uncommon for “entire households” 
of students to live together in College Terrace 
during the ‘70s and ‘80s. In the past decade, she 
has seen a sharp rise in the “home-flipping” 
phenomenon on her street — most recently 
exemplified by a new single-family home built 
on a neighboring property that took four years 
to complete and is currently vacant. The home is 
owned by a foreign investor who Stolee doesn’t 

think visited the property before purchasing it.
She has come to terms with Stanford’s expansion 

into the neighborhood, where the university 
already allegedly owns around 30 properties.

“I see Stanford slowly buying up more houses, 
and I understand that,” Stolee said. “We’re the 
perfect neighborhood for them. Professors want 
to ride their bikes to work. Is that a bad thing? I 
don’t think so.”

Cabildo said College Terrace is a comfortable 
and engaging place to live. One thing he worries 
about is that without more affordable housing, 
Palo Alto is due to become a community that 
excludes all except the extremely wealthy.

Affordable housing, Cabildo said, “infuses 
more diversity into our neighborhood.” He 
applauds the recently completed Mayfield 
housing development, which offers below-market 
rental rates just outside of College Terrace.

“What I’d like to see is ... making room for the 
folks in our community who help it survive,” he 
said. 

 — Josh Code, 2018

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: College Terrace 
Children’s Center, 2300 Wellesley St.; Bing Nursery 
School, 850 Escondido Road; Escondido Kids’ Club, 
890 Escondido Road

FIRE STATION: No. 2, 2675 Hanover St., and No. 6, 
711 Serra St. on the Stanford campus

LIBRARY: College Terrace, 2300 Wellesley St.

LOCATION: Bounded by Stanford Avenue, El Camino 
Real, California Avenue and Amherst Street

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: James Cook, 
president, College Terrace Residents’ Association, 
board@ctra.org, collegeterrace.tumblr.com/, ctra.org

PARKS: Cameron Park, 2101 Wellesley St.; Mayfield 
Park, 2300 Wellesley St.; Weisshaar Park, 2298 
Dartmouth St.; Werry Park, 2100 Dartmouth St.

POST OFFICE: Cambridge branch, 265 Cambridge 
Ave.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Escondido Elementary School, 
Greene Middle School, Palo Alto High School

SHOPPING: California Avenue

Adam
 Pardee
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GOLDEN GATE SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY
Global Presence  |  Iconic Brand  |  Unrivaled Service

Central Woodside 400 W. Portola Drive, Los Altos69 Flood Circle, Atherton

820 Bruce Drive, Palo Alto

2290 South Court, Palo Alto

8 Maywood Lane, Menlo Park

12 Ohlone Street, Portola Valley 180 Hanna Way, Menlo Park

10 Ohlone Street, Portola Valley 32 Rittenhouse Avenue, Atherton 3448 Page Street, Redwood City

175 Fawn Lane, Portola Valley

COLLEEN FORAKER, REALTOR®

650.380.0085
colleen@colleenforaker.com
License #01349099

GoldenGateSIR.com

640 Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park
650.847.1141

Each Office is Independently  
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It isn’t marked on Google Maps, and its 
size is not extraordinary, but the Mayfield 
neighborhood is a busy and vibrant hub in Palo 

Alto.
Nestled in between Oregon Expressway, Park 

Boulevard, El Camino Real and Cambridge 
Avenue, Mayfield is home to a number of offices, 
shops and restaurants — most of which line the 
popular California Avenue.

From Antonio’s Nut House, one of Palo 
Alto’s oldest bars, to contemporary burger joint 
The Counter and Cafe Pro Bono, an Italian 
eatery, there is a unique blend of cuisine and 
nightlife options that makes California Avenue a 
frequented destination on a daily basis.

But with popularity comes downsides. Alice 
Jacobs lives on Sherman Avenue with her husband 
and three children, whom she drives to and from 
school. 

“It’s stressful just getting out of my street,” Jacobs 
said. “I feel blocked in. I can’t drive down my 
street. Construction workers are coming in just as 
we’re getting to school. They don’t pay attention 
to us.”

While noting the convenience of living close to 
Mollie Stone’s Market and the post office, Jacobs 
expressed concerns about residing in an area that 
has transformed into a center of business activity 
and a nightmare to navigate in. A car almost 
backed into her son while they were biking on 
California Avenue. She once nearly ran into a 
cellphone-distracted pedestrian.

“That’s the drawback of living here in this area of 
mixed-residential-commercial area,” she said. “It’s 
kind of souring our experience.”

It’s made parking difficult. Since the majority 
of housing complexes are condominiums and 
apartments, residents often have to find a spot on 

the street. On a typical weekday, commuters’ cars 
add to the mess, with not enough parking spaces 
to go around.

The other issue, due to the rising cost of living 
and renting in Palo Alto, is that the homegrown 
businesses that have called California Avenue 
home for years are being forced out in favor of 
corporate or chain restaurants.

It wasn’t always this way. Unbeknownst to 
many, Mayfield has a long and rich history. It was 
founded as its own town in 1855, but in 1925 was 
annexed by Palo Alto. The story may have been 
different had Mayfield accepted Leland Stanford’s 
proposal to build what would become Stanford 
University in the town of Mayfield. Known for its 
bars, the town did not like Stanford’s request to be 
alcohol-free.

So Mayfield became an almost forgotten and 
overshadowed part of Palo Alto, and California 
Avenue became the taboo part of town. Bill 
Roberts, who lives in Menlo Park but has been 
coming to California Avenue for decades, said it 
used to be a center of prostitution.

“There used to be a Round Table there,” Roberts 
said, pointing near the intersection of California 
Avenue and Ash Street. “I was eating with some 
friends at the Round Table once, and I saw a 
prostitute doing business in there. But those times 
are long gone. The city has done an awful lot.”

According to Roberts, the city eventually broke 
up the illegal activity. Nowadays, California 
Avenue has become Palo Alto’s “second 
downtown,” and Mayfield is emerging as a vibrant 
neighborhood. Many of the restaurants have 
outdoor seating, giving off a relaxed, European-
style ambiance that is welcoming and comforting 
to walk through.

While the hubbub of California Avenue and 

the popularity of the many shops and restaurants 
irritate some residents, others enjoy the location 
and relish the small pocket parks that provide a 
neighborhood feel. Pamela Brown has lived on 
Park Boulevard for more than a decade and has 
nothing but good things to say about Mayfield.

“It’s peaceful,” said Brown after finishing up a 
workout near Sarah Wallis Park, on the corner of 
Ash Street and Grant Avenue. “It’s real convenient. 
I’ve never had a problem in 11 years.”

 Mayfield is prime real estate for a reason. It is 
steps away from the hubbub of the tech companies 
and startups of Silicon Valley and the convenience 
of Palo Alto’s second downtown.

 — Eric He, 2016

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): Casa 
dei Bambini Montessori School, 463 & 457 College 
Ave.; Escondido Kids’ Club, 890 Escondido Road

FIRE STATION: No. 2, 2675 Hanover St.

LIBRARY: College Terrace, 2300 Wellesley St.

LOCATION: between Oregon Expressway, Park 
Boulevard, El Camino Real and Cambridge Avenue

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Palo Alto 
Neighborhoods members: Joe Villareal, 650-326-7519

PARKS: Sarah Wallis Park, 202 Ash Street.

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PRIVATE SCHOOL: The Living Wisdom School, 456 
College Ave.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Escondido Elementary Schoo, 
890 Escondido Road, Stanford; Greene Middle School, 
750 N. California Ave.; Palo Alto High School, 50 
Embarcadero Road

SHOPPING: California Avenue

Zachary Hoffm
an
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Ventura

Once described as a neighborhood with 
a “quiet” feel, Ventura is a little more 
noisy today with the influx of young 

families moving into the neighborhood, 
according to some of its residents. 

“Ventura’s got a bit of a lower entry point for 
families,” said resident Neera Narang. “It draws 
younger families, I think, because it’s somewhat 
affordable compared to the rest of Palo Alto.”

Originally from Southern California, Narang 
moved to the Bay Area in 2010 before settling 
in Ventura the following year with her husband. 
She lives in a single-family home built in the 
1920s.

Ventura has just over 2,600 residents and 
is bound by Oregon Expressway and West 
Meadow Drive and El Camino Real and Alma 
Street. 

The low price point isn’t the only draw. 
Narang said Ventura residents are diverse 
not only in race and ethnicity but across age 
and professions. The neighborhood is not 
dominated by those in the tech industry, she 
said. Instead, her neighbors are carpenters, 
architects and “really cool, funky artistic 
people.” 

The walkability of the neighborhood also 
makes it easy for Narang to frequent nearby 
Boulware Park and California Avenue with her 
husband and two children. 

Parker Mankey also enjoys the 
neighborhood’s walkability. A lifetime Palo 
Alto resident who has lived in Ventura for eight 
years and raised her children there, she said the 
California Avenue Farmers’ Market is a window 

into what Palo Alto was like when she was a kid 
— that is to say, more opportunities to gather 
publicly and support local businesses. 

Like Narang, Mankey said there are a growing 
number of young families in her apartment 
complex, where she lives with her husband and 
two teenaged children.

“When we moved here, there were mainly 
Stanford students and longtime residents,” she 
said. “We’re sort of a springboard (for new 
families).”

Mankey is an accountant for Gryphon Stringed 
Instruments, a music store that has been in 
Ventura for more than 40 years. As a small 
business that has outlasted the ballooning rents 
in the area, Gryphon is a rarity among Palo Alto 
retail. Frank Ford, one of Gryphon’s founders, 
said the shop could easily expand but “rent 
around here isn’t exactly what you’d call cheap.”

Gryphon sits on the corner of Park Boulevard 
and Lambert Avenue, directly across from the 
39-acre portion of land in Ventura that’s use 
will be debated in the next year by city officials, 
residents and business owners. In March 2018, 
the Palo Alto City Council unanimously voted 
to move ahead with a “concept area plan” for the 
considerable portion of Ventura land.

Narang and Mankey share similar visions 
for what should be included in the plan. On 
their wish list is housing, which both feel is 
desperately needed in Palo Alto, and a generous 
portion of green space, which is less common in 
Ventura than in surrounding neighborhoods. 

Ventura is mostly a residential area with a 
mixture of houses and apartment complexes. 

The houses sit on narrow streets on relatively 
small lots, giving them little space between their 
neighbors.

For Mankey, another desired outcome 
for the land is a fun space for children and 
teenagers that could potentially include more 
diverse retail options, such as a bookstore, an 
independent coffee shop or a live music venue.

“We complain about our kids being on the 
computer all the time, but they live in a town 
where they have nothing to do,” Mankey said, 
citing the closures of Denny’s and Palo Alto 
Bowl, places she frequented while growing up 
in the area.

 — Marley Arichega, 2018

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Country Day Little 
School, 3990 Ventura Court; Heffalump Cooperative 
Nursery, 3990 Ventura Court; Leaping Lizards Nature 
Awareness Preschool, 3990 Ventura Court; Sojourner 
Truth Child Development Center, 3990 Ventura Court

FIRE STATION: No. 5, 600 Arastradero Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: bounded by Oregon Expressway, Alma 
Street, West Meadow Drive and El Camino Real

PARK: Boulware Park, 410 Fernando Ave.; Ventura 
Community Center, 3990 Ventura Court

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Barron Park Elementary School, 
Fletcher Middle School, Gunn or Palo Alto high schools

SHOPPING: California Avenue, Charleston Center and 
El Camino Real
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Midtown

When Cynthia Tham picked up 
her daughter from El Carmelo 
Elementary School on a recent 

weekday afternoon, her return home was 
anything but quick. Between stopping at 
the school library to chat with a teacher 
and taking a detour to a neighbor’s house 
to coordinate a play date, her stroll became 
lengthy as she caught up with friends and 
neighbors. 

But it didn’t bother Tham — instead, that’s 
part of what makes Midtown such an appealing 
place to live, she said. 

Resting comfortably between Oregon 
Expressway, Loma Verde Avenue, U.S. Highway 
101 and Alma Street, Midtown is Palo Alto’s 
largest residential neighborhood. With about 
5,000 families living in a mix of Eichler, 
Craftsman and even English Tudor-style homes, 
Midtown has the familiarity of a small town with 

the accessibility and amenities of a major city. 
Convenience is king for residents of 

Midtown, which is minutes away from 
California Avenue’s shopping district, a major 
freeway and a Caltrain station,

When Tham and her family moved into their 
home on Colorado Avenue 20 years ago for its 
location.

“I ride my bike to work and so does my 
husband. Midtown is the closest thing to 
convenience without a car,” she said. 

Tham and her family take full advantage of 
the walkability of Midtown, especially the short 
10-minute stroll to El Carmelo Elementary 
School, where her youngest daughter 
attends. El Carmelo is a vital neighborhood 
link, bringing residents together for school 
functions, community meetings and play dates 
between classmates, Tham noted.

“A lot of the kids (in Midtown) grew up 

together, so us parents all go to the park at 
the same time every day and pick the kids up 
from school at the same time,” she said. “You 
automatically start building relationships.”

Tham is a parent volunteer with El Carmelo’s 
language-ambassador program, which connects 
bilingual school parents to families who 
move to Midtown from abroad and need help 
adjusting to the school and neighborhood. 
The neighborhood’s eagerness to welcome 
newcomers has strengthened community 
bonds and personal relationships, making for a 
more diverse neighborhood, Tham said.

Louise Furutsuki describes Midtown as a 
neighborhood with an ever-evolving mix of folks 
from different backgrounds, occupations and 
cultures. A Midtown resident since 2003 and the 
current business liaison for the Midtown Residents 
Association, she said that while the neighborhood 
has grown more full and busy over the years, the 
changes she has noticed have been mostly positive.

“When we first moved here, there were 
mostly older families and older couples (on our 
street),” Furutsuki said. “About 30 percent of 
newcomers (move here) with grade school kids 
or kindergarteners. At this moment, it’s half-
half. But more kids are a good thing; it makes 
the place more vibrant.”

The Midtown Shopping Center, with its 
assortment of small and large businesses, is 
one of the area’s main highlights, according to 
Furutsuki. 

 — Avi Salem, 2016

FACTS
CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Grace Lutheran 
Preschool, 3149 Waverley St.; Love’n’Care Christian 
Preschool, 2490 Middlefield Road; Mini Infant Center 
of Palo Alto, 3149 Waverley St.; Ohlone Kids’ Club 
(PACCC), 950 Amarillo Ave.; Palo Alto Friends Nursery 
School, 957 Colorado Ave.

FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: between Oregon Expressway and Loma 
Verde Avenue, Alma Street and West Bayshore Road

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Sheri Furman,  
650-856-0869, sheri11@earthlink.net, 
midtownresidents.org

PARKS: Greer Park, 1098 Amarillo Ave.; Hoover Park, 
2901 Cowper St.; Seale Park, 3100 Stockton Place

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.; Main, 
2085 E. Bayshore Road

PRIVATE SCHOOLS: Keys School, 2890 Middlefield 
Road; HeadsUp! Emerson School, 2800 W. Bayshore 
Road; The Girls’ Middle School, 3400 W. Bayshore Road

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: El Carmelo, Fairmeadow, Hoover, 
Ohlone and Palo Verde elementary schools; Jane 
Lathrop Stanford Middle School; Gunn and Palo Alto 
high schools

SHOPPING: Midtown Shopping Center, Middlefield 
Road and Colorado Avenue; also Middlefield Road at 
Loma Verde Avenue

Veronica W
eber
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“For 60 years, Midtown Realty 
has been assisting its neighbors 
and friends with one of the most 
important purchases in their life… 
their home! At Midtown Realty, we are dedicated to working with 
people, not clients. We sell homes, not houses and Palo Alto is our 

for all your real estate needs. Give us a call today.”

SEE OUR LISTINGS ONLINE AT MIDTOWNPALOALTO.COM
2775 MIDDLEFIELD ROAD, PALO ALTO  •  (650) 321-1596  •  DRE# 1900986

R E A L  R E S U LT S ,  R E A L  E S TAT E

SOLD IN 7 DAYS, OVER ASKING  

Your Neighborhood Midtown Realty Team

Casandra Navarro
Realtor/ 

Rental Services

Tim Foy
Owner/Broker

Jane Volpe
Realtor/MBA

Molly Foy Rich
Realtor

Ryan Eltherington
Realtor

Robert Steinberg
Realtor

Joann Weber
Realtor/Senior 

Property Manager

Rosemary Prince
Realtor/Property 

Manager

SungHee Clemenson
Realtor

Lisa Knox
Realtor

Katie Tseng
Realtor/ 

Rental Services

SOLD IN 7 DAYS, OVER ASKING

SOLD IN 6 DAYS, OVER ASKING

SOLD IN 7 DAYS, OVER ASKING

SERVING THE PENINSULA SINCE 1958
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Palo Verde

When Palo Verde resident Sheena Chin 
first attended an open house in the 
neighborhood, she was startled to 

come face-to-face with the home’s neighbors. 
“They were so friendly,” she said. They 

introduced themselves to Chin and welcomed 
her to the community, offering information 
about the area such as locations of grocery 
stores, pharmacies and kids’ recreation. Their 
warmth eased Chin’s concerns about potentially 
moving to a new city and not knowing where to 
go for basic necessities.

“At that point we didn’t know whether we 
were going to buy the house,” Chin said. “But 
they just told us these kinds of things that 
seem small but mean a lot ... even though they 
were not sure we we’re going to be their future 
neighbors.”

That kind of everyday kindness, Chin says, 
defines the Palo Verde neighborhood.

Though Palo Verde is famous for its tract of 
Eichler and Eichler-inspired houses — Palo 
Verde residents from all backgrounds and 
occupations consistently highlight the appeal of 
the neighborhood as quiet, peaceful and family-
friendly. 

Palo Verde sits between West Bayshore and 
Middlefield roads to the east and west, and 
is bordered by Loma Verde Avenue and East 
Meadow Drive to the north and south. The 
neighborhood is known for its street plan of 
narrow roads and cul-de-sacs, designed to 
limit traffic and foster a safe environment for 
residents and children. 

It’s within comfortable walking distance 
from Ramos Park, Seale Park and Mitchell 
Park Community Center. The Palo Alto Family 
YMCA and Eichler Swim and Tennis Club are 
frequented places. Midtown Shopping Center 
is a short drive or bike ride away. For families, 

Chin said, these resources are key.
Another big plus is that Palo Verde tends 

to see less cut-through traffic compared to 
other Palo Alto neighborhoods, said City 
Council member and Palo Verde resident Cory 
Wolbach. “It is secluded in a way,” he said. 
“We’re lucky in that regard.”

Wolbach grew up in Palo Verde and moved 
back to the neighborhood in 2012. As a child, 
he often played touch football in the street 
and biked to his friends’ houses. “It’s always 
been one of those quiet, family-friendly 
neighborhoods, and I think that’s still true,” he 
said. “It’s nice to bump into neighbors walking 
down the street with their dogs or their kids.”

Residents have created a culture of looking 
out for one another, throwing block parties 
from time to time and readily lending a hand to 
neighbors. 

When the Chins are out of town, neighbors 
look after their house, toss newspapers into 
their yard and take out their trash. One even 
offered to drive Chin to the airport, though 
Chin ultimately drove herself so she wouldn’t 
inconvenience her neighbor.

Another time, former school board member 
and Palo Verde resident Diane Reklis left her 
house to attend a meeting and accidentally 
left her dog out. Her neighbors “realized she 
was out, realized she wasn’t supposed to be 
out, figured out who had a key, figured out 
who had a phone number, dropped the dog in 
and called us,” she said. That level of concern 
for one another is evident throughout the 
neighborhood, Reklis added.

Reklis moved to Palo Verde in 1979, and from 
the beginning, she said, it was clear that people 
come from all over the world to live in the 
neighborhood. 

“There was the private investigator with an 

Olympic gold medal hanging on her wall,” 
she wrote in an email. “There were teachers, 
principals, librarians, stay-at-home mothers, 
economists and more. The man who invented 
the computer mouse lived on our street. ... 
Everyone had a story, but they were all most 
eager to talk about their kids’ soccer teams or 
the Eichler Swim Team.”

Neighbors hold a dog play date at Palo Verde 
Elementary School every Sunday morning, and 
unofficial get-togethers often take place at Seale 
and Ramos parks. Kenneth Road sponsors a 
Fourth of July parade in the neighborhood.

Palo Verde parents also volunteer for the 
Palo Alto Unified School District. Chin was 
the president of the Palo Verde Parent Teacher 
Association and has volunteered for Gunn 
High School’s International Potluck, Teacher 
Appreciation Day and Chinese New Year 
activities.

“This is a wonderful place for our Palo 
Altans,” Chin said. “And I’d like to contribute 
my time and my efforts as long as there’s a 
chance.”

The neighborhood has housed a number 
of public servants and local politicians, 
including Reklis, former Mayor Sandy 
Eakins, Councilmember Cory Wohlbach, and 
Councilmember and former school board 
member Greg Schmid.

According to Reklis, Palo Verde residents 
simply care and make efforts to get involved in 
whatever way possible.

“It is a neighborhood of creative, adventurous 
people who are interested in family and 
community,” she wrote.

 — Shawna Chen, 2017

FACTS
CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Palo Verde Kids’ 
Club, 3450 Louis Road

FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park Library, 4050 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: West Bayshore and Middlefield roads to 
the east and west, and Loma Verde Avenue and East 
Meadow Drive to the north and south

PARKS (NEARBY): Don Jesus Ramos Park, 800 
East Meadow Drive; J. Pearce Mitchell Park, 600 East 
Meadow Drive; Henry W. Seale Park, 3100 Stockton 
Place

POST OFFICE: Main, 2085 East Bayshore Road; 
Cambridge, 250 Cambridge Avenue

PRIVATE SCHOOLS: The Girls’ Middle School, 3400 
West Bayshore Road

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Palo Verde Elementary School, Jane 
Lathrop Stanford Middle School, Gunn High School

RECREATION: Palo Alto Family YMCA, 3412 Ross 
Road, Eichler Swim and Tennis Club, 3539 Louis Road

SHOPPING: Midtown Shopping Center, Middlefield 
Road and Colorado Avenue; also Middlefield Road at 
Loma Verde Avenue

Veronica W
eber
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kathleen@kathleenpasin.com  |  www.kathleenpasin.com  |  (650) 450-1912  |  DRE # 01396779

KATHLEEN PASIN PRESENTS
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947 CELIA DRIVE, PALO ALTO
4 Bedrooms  •  3 Bathrooms  •  1,899 SF Living

753 TOPAZ STREET, REDWOOD CITY
3 Bedrooms  •  2 Bathrooms  •  1,380 SF Living

455 GRANT AVENUE #14,  PALO ALTO
3 Bedrooms  •  2 Bathrooms  •  1,362 SF Living

3281 BERRYESSA STREET #6,  PALO ALTO
3 Bedrooms  •  2.5 Bathrooms  •  1,775 SF Living

109 SEALE AVENUE, PALO ALTO
4 Bedrooms  •  3 Bathrooms  •  2,061 SF Living

3860 EL CENTRO STREET, PALO ALTO
3 Bedrooms  •  2 Bathrooms  •  1,384 SF Living
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St. Claire Gardens

St. Claire Gardens, nestled in the heart 
of Palo Alto, might not be as famous 
as Old Palo Alto or Midtown, but it’s a 

neighborhood that hosts annual Labor Day 
picnics for its residents, watches out for both 
the young and young at heart, and has a tree 
so large and full of lights that even Palo Alto 
city staff recognize it.

Judy Ocken has lived in the St. Claire 
Gardens neighborhood for 40 years. The 
neighborhood has evolved and grown over the 
years just as the Ocken family has. When the 
Ockens first moved into the neighborhood, 
they didn’t ever think that the St. Claire 
Gardens’ streets would be where their future 
children would ride their bikes.

“We didn’t have children at the time and 
we weren’t even sure if we wanted to and yet 
we moved into a neighborhood that is such a 
family neighborhood. Someone must have been 
watching out for us,” Ocken said. “We had no 
idea what we were getting into.”

The tree-lined neighborhood is located 
conveniently close to Midtown and its stores 
and restaurants.

As children and families grow, the 
neighborhood experiences changes in 
population. On the other end of the age 
spectrum, seniors can be seen throughout the 
neighborhood walking their dogs.

“It’s a feeling of a community where people 

know each other but they don’t live in each 
other’s houses. There’s a fair amount of privacy, 
but if you need somebody to talk to or need 
something done, there is always someone 
around,” she said.

St. Claire Gardens resident Bill Baerge 
and his wife Marti, agree with this 
observation about the tight-knit nature of the 
neighborhood. Even though Marti is ill and 
needs care from her husband, she still makes 
it a point to attend the ladies’ neighborhood 
lunches. These lunches take place once a 
month and are usually held at either one of the 
women’s homes or at a nearby restaurant. 

“We like the people here. We feel like we are 
among friends and people that have somewhat 
shared values,” Baerge said.

 A neighborhood favorite is one of the 
trees in front of the Baerge residence. It is 
large enough that it hangs out over the street 
and beautiful enough for the city arborist to 
consider it a “heritage tree,” Baerge said.

“We put up 1,000 or so LED lights up there 
and I turn them on whenever I think of it, not 
just at Christmas,” he said. “The neighbors 
often tell me how much they like it.”

The neighborhood also hosts annual picnics 
on Labor Day hosted by Alan Davis and his 
wife. Davis rents tables and cooks hamburgers 
and hot dogs. The neighborhood park is closed 
off for the event, and only St. Claire Gardens 

residents are able to attend. This is a tradition 
that has been taking place for the last 15 years 
that unites and engages the neighborhood 
community.

 St. Claire Gardens is a neighborhood where 
families and individuals at all stages of life can 
live peacefully all the while feeling respected 
and welcomed. 

 — Anissa Fritz, 2016

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): Mini 
Infant Center of Palo Alto, 3149 Waverley St.; Sibel’s 
Family Childcare Home, 786 Allen Ct. 

FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: St. Claire Drive, St. Michaels Drive and St. 
Michaels Court

PARKS (NEARBY): Hoover Park, 2901 Cowper St.; 
Mitchell Park, 600 East Meadow Drive

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.; Main, 
2085 E. Bayshore Road

PRIVATE SCHOOLS: Keys School, 2890 Middlefield 
Road

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: El Carmelo Elementary School, 
Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle School, Gunn High School

SHOPPING: Midtown Shopping Center, Middlefield 
Road and Colorado Avenue; also Middlefield Road at 
Loma Verde Avenue

Veronica W
eber



 Neighborhoods | Palo Alto Weekly | 43

South of Midtown

T hings have changed in the South of 
Midtown neighborhood since the early 
1980s when Paul Taylor moved in, but 

not what drew him — that it’s quiet, friendly 
and a good place for families.

Maria Poloncheck, who moved to the 
neighborhood with her husband and three kids 
in 2013, described it as “busy and friendly.” 

“It has an old-fashioned feel to it,” she said. 
Their family moved from Kansas because of 

her husband’s job, and they moved specifically 
to the area to be close to Fairmeadow 
Elementary School. She said it is also easy for 
her husband to bike to work. 

It is a place where people take a stroll or walk 
their dogs in the morning. People ride their 
bicycles down the roads or rounded sidewalks, 
passing by one-story tract houses on Emerson 
or reconstructed two-story modern homes on 
Cowper. Trees line every street, such as the wide 
Waverley Street or the narrower South Court.

The friendliness was apparent as soon as they 
moved in, she said, when they attended a block 
party.

“I loved the eclectic group of people. There’s 
the young, the old, families, people in all 
life stages. There’s artists, musicians, people 
in the tech industry.” She enjoys how the 
neighborhood comes together during the 
holidays, such as Halloween. Neighbors “had a 
good-spirited competition,” and she said “lawns 
turned into graveyards, houses became haunted, 
cobwebs and pumpkins were everywhere.” 

The street was also closed to traffic for the 
trick-or-treaters. South Court, where they 
live, is where she said the celebration was 
particularly big.

Neighbors look out for each other, something 
she said is common.

When they first moved in, she said that one 
neighbor’s cat, Anakin, roamed the streets and 
was taken care of by many people. 

They also learned about the friendliness of 
the people around them when their house was 
burglarized after they moved in, a rarity in the 
area.

“The neighbors were really great,” she said. 
“One brought over a cake, others came over to 
talk and said it was really rare for crime in the 
neighborhood. It was really nice to have them 
stop by and talk about it. It’s good knowing the 
neighbors are looking out. We’re one of the only 
houses that happened to in the area.”

 — Rebecca Duran, 2013 

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): Besse 
Bolton Kids’ Club, 500 E. Meadow Drive; Milestones 
Preschool, 3864 Middlefield Road; Covenant Children’s 
Center, 670 E. Meadow Drive; El Carmelo Kids’ Club, 
3024 Bryant St.; Grace Lutheran Preschool, 3149 
Waverley St.

FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: bounded by Loma Verde Avenue, East 
Meadow Drive, Middlefield Road and Alma Street

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: part of Midtown 
Residents Association, Sheri Furman, 650-856-0869 

PARKS: Mitchell Park, 600 E. Meadow Drive; Hoover 
Park, 2901 Cowper St.

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PRIVATE SCHOOLS (NEARBY): International School 
of the Peninsula, 3233 Cowper St.; Challenger School, 
3880 Middlefield Road; Keys School Lower Campus, 
2890 Middlefield Road

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: El Carmelo and Fairmeadow 
elementary schools, Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle 
School, Gunn High School 

SHOPPING: Midtown Shopping Center, Middlefield 
Road and Colorado Avenue; Charleston Center; Alma 
Plaza
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Adobe Meadow/Meadow Park

Adobe Meadow in Palo Alto is a friendly 
place where once neighbors move in, 
they tend to stay put.

In fact, most neighbors only move out literally 
when they die, said 30-year resident Arthur 
Keller, with no irony in his voice. 

“There aren’t that many people who move out 
otherwise,” said Keller, who bought his house 
on Corina Way 30 years ago. “It’s actually a very 
stable neighborhood.” 

Keller founded the Adobe Meadow 
Neighborhood Association in 2005. 

The neighborhood’s proximity to schools, 
whether it’s Fairmeadow Elementary or JLS 
Middle School or Gunn High, also contributes 
to people’s long-term stays, he said. Students 
can take the 88L bus to Gunn for only $1 each 
way, Keller said. 

Adobe Meadow is surprisingly walkable, said 
Mary Ann Norton, who lives on Ross Road at 
East Meadow. There are two parks, two schools, 
the YMCA, the Palo Alto Jewish Community 
Center, the library and shopping in Midtown 
and Charleston Center, she said.

Neighbors are friendly and look after one 
another, Keller said. Adobe Meadow pioneered 
a block captain system that also doubles as an 
emergency preparedness program, he said. 
During the October 2017 wildfires in the wine 
country, the neighborhood ordered M95 masks 
in bulk for neighbors struggling with the poor 

air quality, he said. The neighborhood also 
keeps a stash of emergency supplies and a roster 
of neighbors’ names and contact information.

Before the neighborhood was built out, 
Adobe Meadow consisted of rural lots, 
according to the Adobe Meadow Neighborhood 
Association literature. 

In the late 1940s, residents on Charleston and 
Grove Avenue crossed to Piers Dairy on Louis 
Road.

In 1956, developers began building homes 
on the dairy site. Eichler homes sprung up on 
the south side of the new Adobe Creek flood 
channel. 

Grove Avenue and Corina Way started 
hosting block parties in the 1980s, and now 
there’s an annual neighborhood party in Ramos 
Park in the fall, Keller said. There are other 
neighborhood parties throughout the year, too, 
he said.

Residents acknowledge that the neighborhood 
is struggling more with parking now, Keller said. 

Despite the changes and parking concerns, 
Norton still loves her neighborhood’s vibe. “We 
have an active neighborhood association and 
very friendly residents.”

Adobe Meadow was named, Keller said, 
“because we are between Adobe Creek and 
Meadow Drive and because it was early 
in the alphabet.” One of the early reasons 
Adobe Meadow was formed had to do with 

neighborhood development as well, on 
East Meadow Circle. Adjacent to Adobe 
Meadow is Meadow Park, which formed their 
association years ago to organize around 
single-story overlay issues common to Eichler 
neighborhoods. 

— Angela Swartz, 2018

FACTS
CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Covenant 
Children’s Center, 670 East Meadow Drive; Sunshine 
Preschool Montessori, 3711 Ross Road

FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: East Meadow Drive to Adobe Creek, 
Middlefield Road to Louis Road

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Adobe Meadow 
Neighborhood Association, info@adobemeadow.org, 
adobemeadow.org, president: Chip Wytmar; Meadow 
Park Neighborhood Association, Cathy Swan, president, 
650-494-2892; swan.cathy@gmail.com.

PARKS: Don Jesus Ramos Park, 800 E. Meadow Drive; 
Mitchell Park, 600 E. Meadow Drive

POST OFFICE: Main, 2085 E. Bayshore Road

PRIVATE SCHOOLS: Challenger School, 3880 
Middlefield Road

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Fairmeadow Elementary School, 
Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle School, Gunn High School

SHOPPING (NEARBY): Charleston Center, Midtown 
Shopping Center
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Charleston Gardens

With the fast-paced, instantaneous 
lifestyle people have come to associate 
with Silicon Valley, it’s rare to find a 

place where people take the time to get to know 
their neighbors. Having a sense of community 
has become a lost art. That is, unless you live 
in a neighborhood like Palo Alto’s Charleston 
Gardens. 

 Bounded by main thoroughfares Charleston, 
Middlefield and San Antonio roads, Charleston 
Gardens is located just off the Bayshore Freeway, 
near Cubberley Community Center, Charleston 
Shopping Center and the Oshman Family 
JCC. Yet in spite of those busy boundaries, the 
neighborhood feels isolated from the traffic. 

“It wasn’t until we moved into our house 
and started exploring our Charleston Gardens 
neighborhood that we discovered the endearing 
characteristics that have made this place our 
home and our community,” said resident Naomi 
Wang. 

Wang said neighbors genuinely care about each 
other, often waving to each other during evening 
strolls. Her kids, she said, “love the vibe.”

“They started playing with neighborhood 
kids when everyone was just wee tall,” she said. 
“They spent idyllic summers circling around the 
block when they were learning to ride bikes on 
our tree-lined streets and later gained enough 
practice to venture to the local park or library by 
themselves.”

She said neighbors buy Girl Scout cookies from 
her daughter every February and freshly squeezed 

lemonade is quickly sold out during the long 
summer days.

Adding to the sense of community is the 
generosity of Charleston Gardens residents. Wang 
said one of her neighbors shares homegrown 
vegetables and another brings “delightful treats” 
to neighborhood events. Residents flock together 
for outdoor movie nights, potlucks and an annual 
block party held every year in late September. 
Now in its 20th year, the block party is not 
only an event welcoming new residents to the 
neighborhood, but it gives residents a chance to 
reconnect with friends and build camaraderie.

Neighborhood Preparedness Coordinator Scott 
Fullam moved to Charleston Gardens in 2004, 
and echoes Wang’s sentiments.

“The neighbors are great,” he said. “On any 
particular evening while walking around the 
neighborhood, I bump into at least one neighbor 
and spend time catching up. Most everyone is 
familiar and friendly.” 

Fullam said the location of Charleston Gardens 
is one of its most appealing characteristics, with 
its “high quality” local market, proximity to 
the library, walkability to Herbert Hoover and 
Fairmeadow elementary schools and Jane Lathrop 
Stanford Middle School and direct route to Gunn 
High School. Palo Alto’s and Mountain View’s 
downtowns are just a 10-minute drive from the 
neighborhood, the San Antonio Caltrain station is 
a 20-minute walk. 

Both residents rave about the close-knit 
community and said the neighborhood is a 

good mix of retired original residents, baby 
boomers and families. 

“Despite its convenience to everything, our 
Charleston Gardens neighborhood maintains a 
decidedly tranquil and peaceful quality of life,” 
Wang said. “So, would I recommend moving to 
this prime real estate location? You betcha.”

 — Melissa McKenzie, 2018

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): 
Children’s Pre-School Center, 4000 Middlefield Road, 
T-1; Good Neighbor Montessori, 4000 Middlefield Road, 
K4; Young Fives and Preschool Family, 4120 Middlefield 
Road; T’enna Preschool (OFJCC), 3921 Fabian Way 

FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road 

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700Middlefield Road

LOCATION: bounded by Middlefield Road, East 
Charleston Road, Montrose Avenue, Sutherland Drive

PARK: Mitchell Park, 600 East Meadow Drive

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.; Main, 
2085 E. Bayshore Road

PRIVATE SCHOOLS: Challenger School, 3880 
Middlefield Road; Gideon Hausner Jewish Day School, 
450 San Antonio Road; Kehillah Jewish High School, 
3900 Fabian Way; Palo Alto Prep School, 4000 
Middlefield Road, H-2

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Fairmeadow or Hoover elementary 
schools, Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle School, Gunn 
High School

SHOPPING: Charleston Center, San Antonio Shopping 
Center
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The Greenhouse

Patricia Markee says that residents at 
The Greenhouse, a set of two adjoining 
condominium complexes at the 

southernmost end of Palo Alto, are much 
wealthier now than when she bought her three-
bedroom condo for $49,000 in 1974. 

Then a software engineer, she could afford a 
“bigger place,” but her neighbors now are in a 
different socioeconomic bucket than she was — 
and the racial demographics of the complex have 
also changed.

“In my half of the building, it used to be that 
everyone was white,” Markee said. “And now ... 
I’m the only white person.”

Susie Mitchell, a resident who moved to The 
Greenhouse in 2005, said the complex’s diversity 
of ages and nationalities is a strength. She found 
it a far cry from the Sharon Heights complex 
where she had been the youngest on her floor.

“It’s a very diverse complex,” she said, pointing 
to the Russian family living next door, the 
Chinese residents on the floor below and the 
retired Stanford librarian who is from Bulgaria.

Named for the original purpose of the land, 
which was part of Bell’s Nurseries, Greenhouse 
I and II were developed by the Alpha Land 
Company in 1975 and 1978. The 15-acre 
property is dotted with trees, walking paths, 
lawns and even a par course. 

The homeowners’ association dues cover 
upkeep on the extensive grounds, including 
cleaning the gutters and checking smoke-
detector batteries once a year.

To Markee’s delight, the area’s tree population 
has increased significantly over time, as 

has the number of residents interested in 
outdoor activities. Other residents agree that 
the generous land is an attraction of The 
Greenhouse. 

“It’s one of the few condo complexes with 
grounds, where you can look out your window 
and see trees,” noted Lee Thé, who has lived 
there with his wife Phyllis since 1986. The 
couple has one of the 40 larger three-bedroom, 
two-bath units, among the 140 condos in 
Greenhouse I. Most are two-bedrooms with 
either one or two baths. The 79-unit Greenhouse 
II is similarly configured, Thé said.

Each condo complex has its own clubhouse 
and swimming pool. While the pool is heated 
during the summer and provides a real draw 
for families, it’s pretty quiet as the weather cools 
off. The clubhouse, on the other hand, is an 
active center, with a large “living room” with a 
fireplace, central heating, bathrooms and a full 
kitchen, Thé said. It can be rented for a nominal 
fee for anything from a family party to an 
evening of bridge.

One downside to the location is the traffic 
along San Antonio Road, what Thé called the 
“concrete canyon.” In June, residents raised 
concerns over a plan to allow two five-story 
Marriott Hotels to be built across the street 
from The Greenhouse on San Antonio Road. 
Heightened traffic was the chief issue at hand.

Markee was one of many residents who came 
to the City Council to oppose the plan, which 
was ultimately approved.

“It started to build more community when 
we went to talk to the City Council, but I think 

we were all a bit discouraged by the reaction,” 
Markee said.

Overall, residents are pleased with the 
complex’s location. An avid bicyclist and 
birdwatcher, Thé loves that The Greenhouse is so 
close to Shoreline Park in next-door Mountain 
View. And the complex is about equidistant 
from Castro Street in Mountain View and 
University Avenue in Palo Alto for restaurant 
access.

The Oshman Family Jewish Community 
Center’s gym is just a short walk away, and 
there’s a pedestrian shortcut behind the complex 
to Piazza’s grocery store at Charleston Plaza.

 — Fiona Kelliher, 2017

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): 
Children’s Pre-School Center, Building T-1, 4000 
Middlefield Road

FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield 
Road

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Palo Alto 
Greenhouse Homeowners Association, Ralph Cahn, 
treasurer, 650-858-1012; The Compass Management 
Group Inc., 650-563-9900

PARK (NEARBY): Mitchell Park, 600 E. Meadow Drive

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Fairmeadow Elementary, Jane 
Lathrop Stanford Middle School, Gunn High School

SHOPPING: The Village at San Antonio, San Antonio 
Shopping Center, Charleston Plaza
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Greendell

Before Srini Sankaran even moved to the 
Greendell neighborhood in the southern 
part of Palo Alto, he was struck by the 

hospitality of residents of the 70-80 homes — 
mostly Eichlers and some ranch-style — in the 
quiet community.

“After we picked the house, we wanted to see 
how the neighborhood was and so we talked 
to the next-door neighbor,” said Sankaran, 
who has been a resident of Ferne Avenue for 
15 years and is president of the neighborhood 
association. “I couldn’t have found a better 
person to talk to. He took half an hour to 
explain and welcome me to neighborhood, 
even though I was just considering buying; 
people are very warm.”

Nadia Keshavjee moved to Ferne Avenue 
in 2014 from San Jose, where her family had 
lived for 2 years, and she agrees with Sankaran 
that the neighborhood is filled with warm 
neighbors.

“We didn’t get to know our neighbors too 
well (in San Jose),” she said. “Greendell is well 
connected and neighbors look out for each 
other. People were really supportive and made 
sure we were settling in OK.”

Keshavjee said that once when she was out 
of town, Sankaran’s son helped clear out leaves 
from in front of her house when there was 
some flooding. 

Sankaran does note that the neighborhood 
could use more volunteers for its 
neighborhood preparedness program that’s 
part of the larger city of Palo Alto’s Block 
Preparedness Coordinator (BPC) Program. 
BPC aims to prepare the community before 
a disaster strikes, establish emergency radio 
communications links and empower residents 
to assist emergency response by serving as 
‘eyes and ears.

A happy Greendell newcomer is Ken Dupree, 
who moved to Ferne Avenue with his family 
in 2017 from Kansas City, Missouri. Dupree is 
thrilled about the quality of the schools, easy 
access to the beach and proximity to activities 
like soccer and tennis at the Cubberley 
Community Center. 

“You can swing a dead cat, and you’ve hit 
nine good schools,” he said. “I like the diversity 
of the Peninsula, and being in Silicon Valley is 
perfect because my wife is a techie.”

He said that it’s nice to have all the perks of 
Palo Alto without as much of the congestion that 
comes with living closer to Stanford University. 
He enjoys a 10-minute commute to work.

The neighborhood hosts an annual block 
party on Labor Day weekend that usually 
brings together about 130-150 people with 
things like bounce houses, dunk tanks and 
cotton candy, Sankaran said.

“The lady that organized the block party 
invited us to the block party before we were 
even residents,” he said. “That tells you how the 
neighborhood works ... There’s just really nice 
people.”

 — Angela Swartz, 2017 

FACTS
CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Crescent Park 
Child Development Center (Peekaboo), 4161 Alma St.; 
Discovery Children’s House - Montessori, 303 Parkside 
Drive; Palo Alto Infant Toddler Center, 4111 Alma St.

FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 4050 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: between Ferne Avenue, San Antonio 
Avenue and Mackay Drive

 Greendell Neighborhood Association, admin@
greendell.org; 650-485-1335

PARKS: Greenmeadow Park (private), 303 Parkside 
Drive; Mitchell Park, 600 E. Meadow Drive

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PRIVATE SCHOOLS (NEARBY): Palo Alto Prep School, 
4000 Middlefield Road; Gideon Hausner Jewish Day 
School, 450 and 470 San Antonio Road

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Fairmeadow Elementary School, 
Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle School, Gunn High School

SHOPPING: Charleston Shopping Center, The Village at 
San Antonio
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San Alma

At the southern end of Palo Alto lies 
a townhome complex with all the 
ingredients for an active neighborhood: 

history, friendship and a strong sense of 
community.

San Alma (named for the intersection of San 
Antonio Avenue and Alma Street) consists of 
26 townhomes and eight below-market-rate 
condominiums, built around a 40-foot-tall 
American elm in 1974. In 2000, the by-then 60-
foot tree was named Heritage Tree No. 6, noted 
for its historical significance as being on the site 
of the Don Secundo Robles adobe, dating back to 
1840.

But it isn’t the stately elm that pulls this 
community together.

“Ethnically, we’re sort of a microcosm of Palo 
Alto,” said resident Barbara Best.

They come from multiple countries — Russia, 
Korea, China, Chile, India, Sweden, France, 
Mexico, U.K. and the United States, said Best, 
president of the San Alma Association.

Calling San Alma home are school district 
employees, high-tech engineers and researchers, 
a small medical-services business owner, a 
professional dog trainer, a Stanford doctor, a 
professional volunteer who won the Lifetime of 
Achievements Award from Avenida, and a court 
translator. 

Despite their varied backgrounds, the San Alma 
community often joins together in celebrations 
and activities. The neighborhood regularly 
holds community picnics and gatherings where, 
according to Best “neighbors young and old” 
enjoy each others’ company. 

In addition to coming together for joyous 

occasions, the community also binds together in 
times of grief. “We also held a memorial service 
at the pool area for our Palo Alto firefighter who 
passed away several months ago and it was well-
attended by neighbors, friends, and family alike.”

Some of the original homeowners from 1975 
still reside in the complex, while newer families 
have cycled in over time. 

“There are many families who have been there 
for over 20 years and more who’ve been here 
over 10 years,” Best said. She also noted that the 
community boasts many younger families now, 
and at least 20 children under 18.

San Alma was designed by architect John 
Brooks Boyd, who also designed homes for 
Joseph Eichler. The complex consists of a narrow 
semi-circular street, Ponce Drive, and a cul-
de-sac, Hemlock Court. There’s parking for 12 
visitors, but most are encouraged to park along 
San Antonio Avenue or nearby Briarwood Way. 
The one- and two-story townhomes range from 
about 1,500 to 1,777 square feet, with small 
private backyards. The front yards — planted with 
liquidambar, crepe myrtle and olive trees — are 
considered part of the common area, along with 
the swimming pool, that is maintained by the 
homeowners’ association.

The association board meets monthly, and all 
residents come to one annual meeting. But any 
resident may bring an issue to the monthly board 
meeting.

In the past, residents have come together to 
vote on paint colors and make other community-
wide decisions, and recently, the community 
came together for the betterment of itself. 

“One of our residents ... organized nine 

meetings of neighbors to discuss topics such as 
sustainability practices, emergency preparedness, 
and ways to increase community involvement. 
It was a great way to bring the neighborhood 
together,” Best said.

It is not uncommon to see children from the 
neighborhood playing together in the cul-de-sac 
or in the community pool area. 

“We have a small neighborhood,” Best said, “so 
it is easy for us to all know one another.”

 — Alexandria Cavallaro, 2017

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): Crescent 
Park Child Development Center (Peekaboo), 4161 Alma 
St.; Montessori School of Los Altos, 303 Parkside Drive; 
Infant Toddler Center, 4111 Alma St.

FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: east of Alma Street, off San Antonio 
Avenue (including Ponce Drive and Hemlock Court)

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Barbara Best, 
president, San Alma Association, 650-704-2160, 
barbarabest@gmail.com

PARKS: Greenmeadow Park (private); Mitchell Park 
(nearby), 600 East Meadow Drive

POST OFFICE: El Camino, 3876 El Camino Real

PRIVATE SCHOOLS (NEARBY): Palo Alto Prep School, 
2462 Wyandotte St, Mountain View; Gideon Hausner 
Jewish Day School, 450 San Antonio Road

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Herbert Hoover Elementary School, 
Fairmeadow Elementary School, Jane Lathrop Stanford 
Middle School, Gunn High School, Greendell School

SHOPPING: San Antonio Shopping Center, The Village 
at San Antonio Center

File photo
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Walnut Grove

Palo Alto’s Walnut Grove stands out for 
its signature Eichler and Burke and 
Wyatt homes and its hallmark single-

story structures, but the tiny neighborhood 
frequently finds itself lumped in with nearby 
Greenmeadow.

“It’s a small little neighborhood and often 
overlooked,” said Ron Pyszka, who moved into 
his home on East Charleston Road in 1974. “It’s 
a pleasant little nook of Palo Alto with some 
very nice people.”

Initially, Pyszka said his family’s decision 
to purchase the house came from a limited 
housing market, but they were drawn to the 
area because of the schools; however, over the 
past 40 years, he has seen plenty of changes in 
the neighborhood, bounded by East Charleston 
Road, Alma Street and Adobe Creek.

“We happen to be on Charleston, which is 
a lot busier than it was 40 years ago, but a few 
years ago, the city reduced it from four lanes 
to two, which was really important to calming 
traffic. 

It’s a school corridor, and the idea is to make 
it a pedestrian and bicycle-friendly street. We’re 
really happy (the Palo Alto City) Council has 
supported us all of these years in doing that.”

Samir Mittal, who moved to Walnut Grove 
with his family five years ago, also wanted to 
reside in Palo Alto for the schools. At the time 
he bought his home, he found Walnut Grove to 
be a somewhat more affordable area.

“We are very blessed to live in this part of 
Palo Alto,” he said, noting he hopes someday 
his high-school age daughter will choose to live 

nearby. “It’s a beautiful neighborhood — very 
quaint and quiet.”

Mittal said he loves the walkability of Walnut 
Grove and its proximity to public transportation 
as well as the Charleston Shopping Center, 
Mitchell Park, the YMCA and the Palo Alto 
Library. 

“Walnut Grove is very kid friendly,” Mittal 
said. “My daughter bikes to school every day, 
and all the after-school activities such as music, 
tennis, swimming and classes take place in a 
1-mile radius around Walnut Grove. There’s a 
great store nearby — Piazza’s Fine Foods. You 
can walk there, get your groceries and come 
home to make dinner.”

And, while many areas of Palo Alto are seeing 
newer residents purchase homes to rebuild 
larger ones on their lots, Walnut Grove residents 
have put measures in place — including a 
single-story overlay enacted in 1992— to ensure 
the neighborhood retains its charm. 

“Our neighborhood has, for the most part, 
managed to retain its character,” Pyszka said. 
“Some neighborhoods have lost some of that 
character with massive two-story homes being 
built.”

Both residents noted block parties often bring 
the neighborhood together and they enjoy the 
mix of longtime older residents and newer 
residents, including young families.

“When we first moved in there were a lot 
of young families,” Pyszka said. “Most people 
stayed and it became increasingly older and 
now there are a lot of retirees, but in the last 
few years there have been an increasing number 

of young children and families with young 
children. It’s becoming more of a mix.”

“The neighborhood is only about three 
blocks deep,” he continued. “It’s very small; it’s 
very nice. There are no real big neighborhood 
controversies or issues. There’s not an awful 
lot of turnover. We are fortunate with our 
neighbors.”

 — Melissa McKenzie, 2018

FACTS
CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS Crescent Park 
Child Development Center (Peekaboo), 4161 Alma St.; 
Montessori School of Los Altos, 303 Parkside Drive; Palo 
Alto Infant Toddler Center, 4111 Alma St.

FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road (at 
Mitchell Park)

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 4050 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: Bounded by East Charleston Road, Alma 
Street and Adobe Creek.

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCATION: Walnut Grove 
Homeowners’ Association, Vipul Vyas,  
vipul.vyas@gmail.com

PARKS: Greenmeadow Park (private); Mitchell Park, 
600 East Meadow Drive

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PRIVATE SCHOOLS: Palo Alto Prep School, 2462 
Wyandotte St.; Gideon Hausner Jewish Day School, 450 
San Antonio Road

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Fairmeadow Elementary School, 
Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle School, Gunn High School

SHOPPING: Charleston Plaza, San Antonio Shopping 
Center
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Greenmeadow

While many neighborhoods look 
eclectic with a variety of styles and 
heights of homes, Greenmeadow’s 

modern uniformity and clean lines resonate 
with older residents as well as many newer 
home buyers.

Many of the 300 homes, built by Joseph 
Eichler in the 1950s, look as they used to, with 
original two-inch wood siding and low-pitched 
tongue-and-groove roofs. Others have been 
given new stone, wood or concrete textures 
or paint colors. But whether updated or left 
original, these residences exude warmth and 
friendliness.

Penny Ellson and her husband, Rich, 
moved to Greenmeadow in 1995, accidentally 
discovering the neighborhood. Ellson recalled 
feeling welcomed almost immediately by a 
neighbor who came over with a basket of 
goodies, including a neighborhood directory. 
He invited them to join the neighborhood 
association, an integral part of Greenmeadow, 
and featured the family in the next newsletter.

More recently, Ellson said she had another 
reason to be grateful for her neighborhood. Her 
dog became ill with a back problem and when 
she reached out to neighbors for an extra large 
dog crate, seven people responded in less than a 
day, with encouragement as well as “the perfect 
crate right to my doorstep. The outreach has 
been so kind and generous.”

The neighborhood, which abuts the back of 
Charleston Center and Cubberley Community 
Center, is located off Alma Street in south Palo 
Alto. Its northern border is Adobe Creek, and 
its southern border is Ferne Avenue and Ferne 
Court. The neighborhood extends west to 
Ferne, Ben Lomond, Parkside and Creekside 
drives. Its eastern edge is Nelson Drive.

“For children and parents, many friendships 

start at the neighborhood pool,” Ellson said. The 
swim team has many traditions, and it organizes 
Friday Night Dinner fundraisers throughout the 
summer.

The neighborhood’s annual Fourth of July 
Parade and foot race is an all-day celebration. 
Children build floats and dress up their pets, 
neighbors play in marching bands and at the 
end, everyone sings “America the Beautiful.”

“It’s hard to describe how moving that 
moment is,” Ellson said. “You have to experience 
it. Then we spend the rest of the day picnicking, 
and playing pool and field games.”

The neighborhood association is busy with 
plans to renovate the aging pool and build a 
new community clubhouse. In 2017, the city’s 
planned bike boulevard improvements included 
Greenmeadow with enhancements.

Between 1950 and 1974, Joseph Eichler built 
over 11,000 homes in Northern California and 
three communities in Southern California. 
Greenmeadow’s nearly 300 homes are in a 
historic district, where all the homes must stay 
only one-story high, a rarity for most cities in 
2017.

Not only does the City of Palo Alto oversee 
and approve development in the neighborhood, 
but the Greenmeadow association has an 
architectural review committee, which approves 
things like facade improvements and major 
changes to a home’s appearance so that the 
neighborhood remains unified. The very 
active all-volunteer association has nine other 
committees from swim team to emergency 
preparedness and civic affairs.

A home and garden tour, an Easter egg 
hunt, sporadic food-truck parties, movies and 
potlucks are among the social events held by the 
neighborhood.

“It was immediately clear to us that 

Greenmeadow is a place where you don’t just 
have a house. You have a home, complete with 
neighbors that you really get to know at our 
many community traditions,” Greenmeadow 
Association President Josh Feira said. 

 — Elizabeth Lorenz, 2017

FACTS
CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS: PACCC’s Children’s 
Preschool Center, Cubberley Community Center, 4000 
Middlefield Road; Challenger School pre-k program, 
3880 Middlefield Road; Milestones Preschool, 3864 
Middlefield Road; Besse Bolton Kids’ Club, 500 E 
Meadow Drive; Montessori School of Los Altos, 303 
Parkside Drive; Palo Alto Infant Toddler Center, 4111 
Alma St.; PAUSD co-op program, Greendell School, 
4120 Middlefield Road. 

FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park Branch, 3700 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: between Alma Street and Nelson Drive, 
Ferne Avenue, Ferne Court and Ben Lomond Drive, and 
Parkside and Creekside drives.

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Greenmeadow 
Community Association, greenmeadow.org; Josh Feira, 
president, joshfeira@gmail.com

PARKS: Greenmeadow Park (private), Mitchell Park

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PRIVATE SCHOOLS: Challenger School, 3880 
Middlefield Road; Keys School, 2890 Middlefield Road; 
Gideon Hausner Jewish Day School, 450 San Antonio 
Road; Kehillah High School, 3900 Fabian Way; Girls 
Middle School, 3400 W. Bayshore Road; and Bowman 
International School, 4000 Terman Drive.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Fairmeadow Elementary, 500 
E. Meadow Drive; Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle 
School,480 E Meadow Drive; Gunn High School, 780 
Arastradero Road

SHOPPING: Charleston Center, Midtown, The Village at 
San Antonio 
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Fairmeadow

With its Eichlers and meandering 
circular cul-de-sacs, Fairmeadow is 
an easy neighborhood to get lost in, 

in a good way.
The circles, originally designed to slow traffic, 

ended up giving Fairmeadow its nickname: 
“The Circles.” A photo of the neighborhood’s 
circles were even showcased on the cover of 
Fortune Magazine in 1955.

“There’s something iconographic about being 
on the Fortune cover,” said Tim Perkins, a 
resident of Carlson Circle since 2007. Perkins 
said the neighborhood was particularly 
appealing since, at the time, it was affordable 
for Palo Alto standards and came with a long-
term upside given its high-quality schools, 
technology jobs and other benefits.

Ulfar Erlingsson, a resident of Ramona Circle, 
had lived elsewhere in Palo Alto for a long time, 
but bought a house in the neighborhood in 
2012. Fairmeadow first came to his attention 
about 20 years ago when he got lost biking 
through the neighborhood’s cul-de-sacs.

“(The layout) tempts you not to take a 
shortcut,” Erlingsson said. “You’re never gonna 
be (taking) a shortcut through here. I remember 
... so vividly, totally getting lost bicycling and 
thinking ‘What is this?’ ‘Who lives here?’ It 
always stuck with me.”

“It seems everyone in Palo Alto has at one 
time or another found themselves lost within 
the maze of Fairmeadow circles, but we’re a 
friendly bunch, so just ask us for directions,” 

said Len Filppu, a 21-year resident of the 
neighborhood and lead organizer of the 
Fairmeadow Neighborhood Association.

The association recently worked with the 
city on street striping and signs to calm traffic 
and make it safer for children, bicyclists and 
pedestrians.

Neighbors describe Fairmeadow as almost 
having an idyllic ‘70’s feel, with kids playing in 
streets and not feeling any inhibitions about 
ringing their friends’ doorbells to say “hi” or 
come hang out.

Maintaining the Eichler style of homes 
is important to many residents. As a result, 
many residents invested time in giving input 
to the city of Palo Alto’s Eichler Design 
Guidelines. The guidelines will include 
“compatibility criteria for remodels, additions 
and new construction within the city’s Eichler 
neighborhoods,” according to the city’s website.

Charlotta Hauksdottir said a lot of homes 
that are redone are done so in the low-rise 
modernist Eichler style.

“We’ve been concerned about the look of 
the neighborhood changing. When you get a 
two-story house, it changes the quality of life,” 
she said.

She did note that none of the remodels on 
her circle, Ramona Circle, have been torn down 
to build two-story homes. This has been a 
concern for Perkins as well, who believes two-
story homes in the predominately one-story 
neighborhood can lead to loss of privacy and 

have compatibility issues. 
There’s even more that brings the 

neighborhood together. Every August, 
Fairmeadow hosts a “Circle Party” that can 
attract hundreds of people. The event has 
included games, treats like snow cones, bouncy 
houses and even featured a roller rink one year.

 — Angela Swartz, 2017

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY) Besse 
Bolton Kids’ Club, 500 E. Meadow Drive; Covenant 
Children’s Center, 670 E. Meadow Drive; Ellen Thacher 
Children’s Center, 505 E. Charleston Road; Hoover Kids’ 
Club, 445 E. Charleston Road; Palo Alto Community 
Child Care’s Infant Toddler Center, 4111 Alma St.

FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 4050 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: bordered by East Charleston Road, East 
Meadow Drive, Alma Street and J.L. Stanford Middle 
School and Herbert Hoover Elementary School

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Fairmeadow 
Neighborhood Association, lead organizer, Len Filppu, 
650-857-1031

PARK: Mitchell Park, 600 E. Meadow Drive

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PRIVATE SCHOOL: Challenger School, 3880 
Middlefield Road

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Fairmeadow and Hoover 
elementary schools, Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle 
School, Gunn High School

SHOPPING (NEARBY): Charleston Center

Veronica W
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Charleston Meadows

“Quiet,” “friendly” and “walkable” are 
just a few words Palo Alto residents use 
to describe their Charleston Meadows 

neighborhood.
It’s a place where neighbors present you 

with produce from their gardens when 
you move in; check on you when you get 
home from a hospital stay; or loan you their 
recycling bins when yours are full, said 
resident Carlin Otto. She knows all of her 
neighbors within 10 houses and says they’re 
friendly and outgoing.

Otto first moved into her Whitclem Drive 
home in 1983 when she was a lecturer in 
Stanford University’s Spanish department.

“It (Charleston Meadows) had a reputation 
of being avant garde,” she said. “It was a 
forward-looking, future-oriented place.”

She enjoys the neighborhood’s diversity, 
with its a mix of blue- and white-collar 
workers. “It’s just a wonderful microcosm of 
the world to be exposed to,” she said. 

Made up of wide streets with lots of 
greenery and cul-de-sacs that isolate it from 
traffic, the neighborhood is also known 
for being extremely quiet and “outdoorsy 

feeling,” according to lifelong Palo Alto 
resident Bo Crane. Even the homes, which 
are predominantly Eichler style with large 
windows that integrate the indoors and 
outdoors, reflect this feeling, he added. 

Crane said he particularly enjoys the 
neighborhood’s three parks. The Wilkie Way 
Bridge connects to Mountain View’s San 
Antonio Shopping Center, making it easy to 
access shopping.

Longtime Wilkie Way resident Roger 
Kohler said there aren’t quite as many people 
with younger children in the neighborhood 
now, as his generation’s kids have all grown 
up and out of Charleston Meadows, leaving 
an older population. 

Kohler, an architect, first moved to Palo 
Alto in the 1950s as an elementary school 
student, but landed on Wilkie Way in 1975.

He also enjoys the neighborhood’s parks. 
A highlight? Walking his golden retriever 

and German shepherd on Wilkie Way Bike 
Bridge over Adobe Creek to Robles Park, he 
said.

Otto said in addition to checking in with 
one another, the neighborhood finds many 

other ways to connect, too, including its 
annual fall social at Robles Park, where 
everyone gets together to visit and eat ice 
cream. 

 — Angela Swartz, 2018

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Ventura Community 
Center, 3990 Ventura Court; Mi Casita de Español 
Preschool, 4133 Wilkie Way; Edgewood House 
Preschool, 493 West Charleston Road

FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road; No. 5, 
600 Arastradero Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: bounded by West Meadow Drive, Alma 
Street, Adobe Creek and El Camino Real

PARKS: Don Secundino Robles Park, 4116 Park 
Blvd.; Monroe Mini Park (nearby), Monroe Drive and 
Miller Avenue; Ventura Community Center Park and 
Playground, 3990 Ventura Court

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Juana Briones Elementary School, 
Fletcher Middle School, Gunn High School

SHOPPING: The Village at San Antonio, Piazza’s 
Shopping Center, Alma Village
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Monroe Park

As a tight-knit community along the 
border of Los Altos, the Monroe Park 
neighborhood, located on the edge 

of South Palo Alto between Adobe Creek, El 
Camino Real and Del Medio and Silva avenues, 
keeps close despite the city’s ever-changing 
urban landscape. 

The small neighborhood tucked behind the 
landmark Dinah’s restaurant often spends time 
protecting itself from cut-through traffic caused 
by new office and housing developments along El 
Camino Real and San Antonio Road. 

The neighborhood has had to learn to be vocal, 
according to 40-year resident Linnea Wickstrom, 
because the neighborhood often feels like it’s last 
on the list for community upgrades because of its 
crossroads location. 

“(This) neighborhood is a key bike connector 
to/from Palo Alto, Mountain View and Los Altos,” 
she says. “(We) need additional improvements 
in bikeways within the neighborhood and in 
connection to Mountain View.”

There are plenty of reasons other than its 
proximity to Mountain View and Los Altos that 
home buyers choose Monroe Park over other Palo 
Alto neighborhoods.

 Fifteen-year resident Deirdre Crommie says 
the mix of young families and retirees living 
in homes on large lots on the neighborhood’s 
tree-lined streets is what initially drew her to the 
community. 

“This neighborhood is quiet and very relaxed,” 
she says. “It has a more rural feeling. Residents 
are engaged in local politics and advocate for this 
neighborhood. (There is also) easy biking and 
walking access to shopping and restaurants.” 

The recent renovations to its neighborhood 
park and namesake, Monroe Park, and the 
neighborhood’s access to transportation, 
recreation venues like the Elks Club and the 
JCC are also a draw, says Crommie, as is the 
neighborhood’s walkability (with a score in the 
60s) and easy access to three downtown areas — 
California Avenue in Palo Alto, Castro Street in 
Mountain View and Main Street in Los Altos. She 
points out, however, that school-aged children 
are often at a disadvantage and the community 
occasionally gets overlooked by local government 
when decisions are made.

“Although our kids are in the Los Altos School 
District,” she says, “they do not get priority 
access to summer camps in Los Altos. We are a 
tiny segment of the Los Altos School District, 
so we have to fight extra hard for our interests, 
especially when to comes to safe routes to school 
and drawing boundaries for school attendance. 
We have a lot of new development surrounding 
this small neighborhood with the redevelopment 
of the Palo Alto bowling alley into dense housing, 
a larger hotel and the new development along San 
Antonio and El Camino Real. Also, we straddle 
two communities, Palo Alto and Los Altos, with 
our interests sometimes ignored by both.”

Still the traditional neighborhood block party 
each summer, and holidays like Halloween, as 
well as the political savviness of its residents make 
the small enclave special.

“We are an interesting neighborhood,” 
Crommie said, “as we vote for the Palo Alto City 
Council and the Los Altos School Board. That 
keeps us well-informed on many issues and in a 
unique perspective to understand how two cities 

work. Yet, living on the border of each city, we 
can, at times, be marginalized. Thus, we need to 
work hard as a community to advocate for our 
park, streets and neighborhood’s walkability to 
schools, and protection from development. We do 
not take things for granted in this neighborhood.”

 — Melissa McKenzie, 2016 

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): 
Children’s Corner, 97 Hillview Ave., Los Altos; Gideon 
Hausner Jewish Day School, 450 San Antonio Road, 
Palo Alto; Preschool Family, 4120 Middlefield Road, Palo 
Alto; Tiny Tots Preschool, 647 N. San Antonio Road, Los 
Altos

FIRE STATION: No. 5, 600 Arastradero Road, Palo Alto

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road, 
Palo Alto

LOCATION: bounded by Adobe Creek, El Camino Real 
and Mountain View borders (near Silva Avenue)

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Monroe Park 
Neighborhood Association, Linnea Wickstrom, president, 
ljwickstrom@comcast.net

PARKS: Monroe Park, Monroe Drive and Miller Avenue; 
Robles Park, on Park Blvd. between Meadow Drive and 
Tennessee Lane 

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Los Altos School District — Santa 
Rita Elementary School, Egan Junior High School; 
Mountain View-Los Altos Union High School District 
— Los Altos High School; Santa Clara County Office of 
Education — Bullis Charter School (K-8) 

SHOPPING: San Antonio Shopping Center, Mountain 
View; California Avenue, Palo Alto

Veronica W
eber



 Neighborhoods | Palo Alto Weekly | 55

Palo Alto Orchards

When Leslie and Jim Fish moved 
into Palo Alto Orchards in 1980, 
the neighborhood was still largely 

occupied by original homeowners, many of 
them World War II veterans on the G.I. Bill. 

“We were the young couple on the block,” Jim 
said. “Young couples can’t really afford it (here) 
nowadays.”

Much like the fruit trees that formerly 
occupied the neighborhood’s land, Palo Alto 
Orchards has a life cycle of its own. Time and 
chance have influenced the flow from its genesis 
as a post-war tract with young vets — the 
neighborhood aging with them — to a well-loved 
spot for young families to live and grow.

“The people tend to be very kind and less 
affluent than other parts of Palo Alto where 
you can often feel like you are living amongst 
a community of tech billionaires,” resident 
Sid Sharma said. “For example, my neighbor 
is a police chief and my other neighbor is an 
engineer, which are well-paying careers ... but 
nothing like the mix of retirees and Facebook 
IPO people that were common in my old 
neighborhood (Midtown).”

Sharma, a 2017 graduate of Palo Alto High 
School, moved into the neighborhood with his 
family from Midtown during his senior year at 
Paly. Sharma found his new neighborhood an 
interesting mix of old and new.

Not to be confused with nearby Barron Park, 
Palo Alto Orchards is a small neighborhood 
nestled off Arastradero Road between the Palo 
Alto Place high-rise apartments and the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel. The area is home to about 100 
households in a mix of mostly single-family 
homes and a few apartments. James McKellar 

and Matthew Kelly, the tract’s original developers 
— as well as their wives Suzanne and Lorabelle — 
comprise the namesakes for Palo Alto Orchards’ 
five streets. The neighborhood is convenient to 
nearby Terman and Briones parks and is within 
walking distance of Briones Elementary, Fletcher 
Middle School and Gunn High School.

A give-and-take atmosphere defined the 
neighborhood when the Fish family moved in 
and continues to define it, Jim said. He fondly 
recalls how their backyard first became a 
hangout spot for his sons and their friends. The 
boys’ friends from the apartments at the end of 
McKellar Lane didn’t have backyards of their 
own, so Jim and Leslie happily offered their 
cherished outdoor space for gatherings. 

“We really enjoy having a good-sized 
backyard,” Jim said. “On a nice day it’s 
wonderful.”

The Fishes’ love for their yard is the main 
reason that the footprint of their home has 
remained largely the same, despite a second story 
they added above the garage. The addition was 
very deliberate, Jim said — aimed at adding extra 
square footage without compromising outdoor 
space. 

Other residents in the neighborhood have 
taken alternate routes in response to their aging 
homes. All original homes that still stand in 
the neighborhood have been expanded upon 
in some way, Jim said. However, many of the 
neighborhood’s modest 1950s homes haven’t 
been so lucky.

“The neighborhood is an interesting mix of 
old one-story tract homes and opulent two-story 
housing,” Sharma said. 

A walk down any of the streets in Palo Alto 

Orchards reflects this: small single-story 1950s 
homes — some with added second stories — as 
well as several newer Spanish revival homes with 
sprawling stucco facades and red roof tiles. 

It’s equidistant from Castro Street in Mountain 
View and University Avenue in Palo Alto, which 
makes the location convenient, Sharma said.

Leslie and Jim’s favorite neighborhood 
memories came from raising their two sons in 
Palo Alto Orchards with help and support from 
their older neighbors who didn’t have children.

“Our neighbors were so patient and had 
a generosity of spirit when it came to loud, 
boisterous boys,” Leslie said. “The neighborhood 
just has a warm feeling to it.”

 — Josh Code, 2018 

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Palo Alto 
Montessori School, 575 Arastradero Road; Palo Alto 
Preschool, 4232 El Camino Real; Young Life Christian 
Preschool, 687 Arastradero Road

FIRE STATION: No. 5, 600 Arastradero Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: McKellar Lane, Suzanne Court, Suzanne 
Drive, Kelly Way, Lorabelle Court and Arastradero Road, 
bordering Barron Park

PARKS: Juana Briones Park, 609 Maybell Ave.; Terman 
Park, 655 Arastradero Road

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PRIVATE SCHOOL: Bowman International School, 
4000 Terman Drive

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Juana Briones Elementary School, 
Fletcher Middle School, Gunn High School

SHOPPING: El Camino Real, San Antonio Village
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Barron Park 

Barron Park, a relatively quiet and semi-
rural neighborhood tucked behind 
El Camino Real in south Palo Alto, is 

home to a diverse community. Ranging from 
large two-story homes and small cottages to 
the Buena Vista Mobile Home Park, Barron 
Park’s eclectic variety of architecture gives the 
neighborhood its charm and tight-knit feel.

The bike path through Cornelis Bol Park 
connects the pastoral enclave to the rest of the 
community. Students use the path to get to 
Gunn High School, commuters use it to get to 
Stanford Research Park and others simply use it 
as a place to stroll with their dogs or children. 
With two creeks, Barron and Matadero, and 
two parks, Bol and Juana Briones, residents say 
they feel compelled to spend their time outside 
and with neighbors. Residents attribute the 
rural feel to the sidewalk-less streets, native 
plants and somewhat secluded community.

“The geography of the neighborhood is what 
sets it apart and gives it its personality and 
uniqueness,” said Winter Dellenbach, adding 
that many residents have lived there since 
before it joined the City of Palo Alto in 1975 
when it was officially annexed.

Despite the neighborhood’s somewhat 
isolated location, the Barron Park Association, 
now in its 60th year, is considered among the 
most active neighborhood associations in the 
city, said Dellenbach, who has lived in Barron 
Park since 1993. The association has a tradition 
of hosting a variety of culturally diverse events, 
including the annual May Fete (which it kicked 
off in 1978), Holi and the Lunar New Year. 

“Over the last five years, we have developed 
this incredible spectrum (of residents) from 
the recent people who are buying, tearing 
down and building houses to people like 
my neighbors on either side who have lived 
here for over 40 years,” said neighborhood 
association president Richard Elder, adding 
that there is a strong feeling in support 
of preserving the diversity within the 
community.

Besides hosting cultural events, the 
association also acts as a liaison between the 
neighborhood and the city. When the city 
was reviewing development plans for the 
neighborhood’s Buena Vista Mobile Home 
Park, for example, the association made certain 
neighborhood voices were heard. The most 
controversial issues are rooted in traffic, Elder 
said. 

Even when confronted with divisive issues, 
Dellenbach said the neighborhood remains 
tight knit. “People who were in strong 
opposition on one issue came together on 
the next issue,” he said. “I am proud to be a 
neighbor of theirs in Barron Park.”

Perhaps two of the best-known residents who 
have contributed much to the “uniqueness” 
and charm of the neighborhood are Perry and 

Jenny, the city’s “mascot” donkeys. Generations 
of donkeys have lived in the neighborhood 
since the 1930s when Josina and Cornelis Bol 
cared for a small herd on their property. In 
later years, neighbors helped fund the creation 
of Bol Park at the site where today’s beloved 
Barron Park donkeys live. 

“The donkeys are a focal point of our 
community as well as (a focal point of) much 
of Palo Alto,” said Jenny Kiratli, a volunteer 
donkey handler. 

Barron Park’s easy access to award-winning 
schools also are a focal point that attract young 
families to the area.

“Schools play a big role in why people move 
to Barron Park,” said Markus Fromherz, 
a 12-year resident and former association 
president. The neighborhood is home to four 
public schools: Barron Park Elementary, Juana 
Briones Elementary, Fletcher Middle School 
and Gunn High School. 

Even with large homes being built as 
new families move in, the neighborhood’s 
friendliness and small-town nature remains 
preserved.

“There are a lot of deep reasons to know 
your neighbors, and we try to maintain that,” 
Elder said.

 — Sophie Pollock, 2017

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): 
Barron Park Children’s Center, 800 Barron Ave.; 
Barron Park Preschool, 3650 La Donna Ave.; 
Barron Park Kids’ club, 800 Barron Ave.; Juana 
Briones Kids’ club, 4100 Orme St.

FIRE STATION: No. 5, 600 Arastradero Road, 
Palo Alto

LIBRARIES: College Terrace branch, 2300 
Wellesley St.; Mitchell Park branch, 3700 
Middlefield Road, Palo Alto

LOCATION: roughly between Chimalus Drive and 
Maybell Avenue, El Camino Real and Gunn High 
School fields

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Barron Park 
Association, Richard Elder, president, president@
bpaonline.org, bpapaloalto.org

PARKS: Cornelis Bol Park, Laguna Avenue 
between Barron and Matadero avenues; Juana 
Briones Park, 609 Maybell Ave.

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave., 
Palo Alto

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Barron Park and Juana 
Briones elementary schools, Fletcher Middle 
School, Gunn High School

SHOPPING: Alma Plaza, San Antonio Shopping 
Center, Mountain View; California Avenue, Palo 
Alto
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Green Acres

The name may be reminiscent of the 
pastoral 1960s TV show, but Green Acres 
in Palo Alto is better known for its close 

proximity to three top-ranking public schools: 
Juana Briones Elementary School, Fletcher 
Middle School and Gunn High School.

“The schools are excellent, and the 
bonus of having kids able to walk to school 
independently from grades K-12 is priceless,” 
said resident Susan Pines, who has three 
school-aged children. “The location of the 
neighborhood is great, for schools, for walking 
on the bike path to Bol Park and biking to 
Stanford. Another bonus is the underground 
utilities, both functional, with very few power 
outages, and aesthetic.” 

Green Acres consists of two sections: Green 
Acres I, which covers the small area from 
Arastradero Road to Glenbrook Drive and 
from Los Palos to Pomona avenues; and Green 
Acres II, which is larger, and stretches from 
Maybell Avenue to Arastradero Road and from 
Coulombe Drive to Georgia Avenue. 

Ruth Satterthwaite, one of the leaders of the 
Green Acres II Neighborhood Association, said 
she has seen many changes in the area since 
moving there with her husband in 1985. 

“There has been a fair amount of turnover, 
especially recently, as some of the original 
owners have moved away ... new families 
with younger children are moving into the 
neighborhood,” Satterthwaite said. 

Jim Colton, who has lived in the Green Acres 
neighborhood for more than four decades, said 
he also has seen the demographic changes.

“What hasn’t changed though is three schools 
within walking distance and the quiet of the 

neighborhood,” Colton said.
The biggest complaint residents said they have 

about the neighborhood is the lack of retail 
stores.

“When we moved here, there was the All 
American Market on El Camino at Los Robles. 
Now the small Barron Park Market is the 
closest option when you run out of essentials. 
Walgreens just has snack food. We are used to 
planning our grocery trips with the car,” Pines 
said.

Satterthwaite and Colton also pointed out that 
Green Acres II has no stores in it.

“The closest store is Walgreens on El Camino, 
about a mile away, with a few more small stores 
a bit further north on El Camino. But for major 
grocery shopping, either Los Altos or Piazza’s 
on Charleston and Middlefield are much more 
practical; likewise, most other shopping needs 
or errands unfortunately generally require 
driving to another area,” Satterthwaite said.

Residents Lorie and Eric Englhardt buy milk 
at Walgreens, deli sandwiches at Driftwood 
Market and tea drinks at Teaspoon in Los Altos, 
Lorie said. The couple and their four children 
have lived in Green Acres II for 16 years.

“Our four kids have gone through Juana 
Briones,” she said. “We love having the schools 
so close. We have enjoyed getting to know 
our neighbors and have liked the annual 
summer block party. Our two daughters 
babysit and enjoy working for families in the 
neighborhood.”

Just like Green Acres II, Green Acres I is a 
purely residential neighborhood dominated 
by single-family homes and in walking 
distance to schools.

Vidya Maharajah, a Green Acres I resident for 
10 years, said she can walk or take a quick drive 
to stores she needs.

“I have no complaints about the 
neighborhood,” said Maharajah. “It’s a fantastic 
place, with lots of greenery, schools nearby, and 
a trail behind. The walkability score is high. You 
see kids playing around. Neighbors are close to 
each other and help each other out.”

 — Crystal Tai, 2017

FACTS
LOCATION: Green Acres I: Arastradero Road to 
Glenbrook Drive, Los Palos to Pomona avenues; 
Green Acres II: Maybell Avenue to Arastradero Road, 
Coulombe Drive to Georgia Avenue

CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Palo Alto 
Montessori School, 575 Arastradero Road; Whistlestop 
Child Development Center, 3801 Miranda Ave. No. T6B; 
Young Life Christian Pre-School, 687 Arastradero Road

FIRE STATION: No. 5, 600 Arastradero Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: (Green Acres I) 
Alice Sklar, a2sklar@aol.com; (Green Acres II); Jim 
Colton, 650-464-1775.

PARKS: Juana Briones Park, 609 Maybell Ave.; Terman 
Park, 655 Arastradero Road

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PRIVATE SCHOOL: Bowman International School, 
4000 Terman Drive

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Juana Briones Elementary School, 
Fletcher Middle School, Gunn High School

SHOPPING: El Camino Real, San Antonio Shopping 
Center, Downtown Los Altos
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Greater Miranda 

L andlocked on three sides with three cul-
de-sacs jutting out of Miranda Avenue, 
the neighborhood known as Greater 

Miranda is isolated in ways that many other 
neighborhoods in Palo Alto are not.

The neighborhood has consisted of 55 homes 
since the 1960s and boundaries are strictly 
defined by Alta Mesa Memorial Park, Adobe 
Creek and Foothill Expressway. Miranda 
Avenue is the only way in and the only way out, 
limiting foot traffic and often times confusing 
UPS and Uber drivers. Moana Court, Arroyo 
Court and Miranda Green form three spokes, 
or cul-de-sacs, extending east from Miranda 
Avenue.

The neighborhood’s close proximity to Adobe 
Creek makes the community seem even more 
remote. Many residents enjoy the dual rural-
suburban character of the neighborhood, 
finding solace in the sounds of the creek while 
still being a 10-minute drive away from Los 
Altos and downtown Palo Alto. Wild animals 
like coyotes and deer also regularly use the 
creek as their passageway. 

“This morning when I was walking, I saw two 
big male deer walking across Miranda Avenue,” 
resident Carla Matlin said. “It’s not what you 
expect to find in Palo Alto. We’re big campers so 
it’s almost like camping year round.” 

Matlin, a manager for a service agency, moved 
to Greater Miranda in 2006. Since then, her 
expectations for the neighborhood have been 
exceeded in every way, she said. She’s been 
able to raise her children within an enclosed 
neighborhood, feeling comfortable to let them 
hop from house to house to play with other 
neighbors’ children. 

“I don’t worry that the kids go out, because 
neighbors will let me know if anything is 
going on or if one of my kids have shown up 
at their house,” Matlin said, “We (neighbors) 

all look after each other.”
Don Nielson, the neighborhood association 

leader, also recalled comfortably raising his 
four children in Greater Miranda with his 
wife, Helen. His children, who have all long 
since graduated from Gunn High School, often 
played on swings set up over the creek with the 
neighborhood’s aggregation of kids, using the 
creek as if it were a playground. 

“My wife, one day, kept track of all the kids 
who ran through the kitchen door through the 
garage. It would blow your mind. It was like 100 
in and out during the day,” Nielson said. “(My 
children) all cherish (their childhood) to this 
day. They liked the notion of growing up here,” 
he said.

A resident of Greater Miranda since 1973, 
Nielson has closely documented the history of 
the neighborhood for over 18 years, reporting 
everything from the region’s origins as a water 
source for Ohlone Indians to its annual Fourth 
of July celebration and Jelly Bean Olympics.

He recalled different times when problems 
have arisen and the neighborhood has banded 
together to solve them. One issue that brought 
neighbors together was the push to make 
Miranda Avenue safer. Alta Mesa Memorial 
Park owned a portion of the roadway that ran 
through the middle of the cemetery. In 2002, 
the cemetery put in a chain-link fence along 
the road to keep people out of the graveyard, 
making the pathway very narrow for foot 
and bicycle traffic. After the neighborhood 
convinced the cemetery to take down the fence, 
part of the path was replaced. Neighbors pushed 
for an even safer asphalt road, which the city 
eventually put in a couple of years later. 

“Part of the history of this neighborhood 
has been how we gained rightful access to our 
neighborhood. It was a community effort, 
totally, and to the city’s credit, they eventually 

helped in the process,” Nielson said.
Although there are still some traffic jams on 

nearby Arastradero Road, the neighborhood is 
now very safe, resident Greg Simons said. He 
was born and raised in Palo Alto and moved 
back to be close to family. He raised his two 
daughters in Greater Miranda and, like Matlin 
and Nielson, felt safe having his children roam 
around the neighborhood and visit other 
neighbors’ houses. 

While housing prices have increased, turnover 
here has been minimal and nothing has alarmed 
or pushed out residents, Simons said. 

“My parents live on Willmar Drive and 
when a house goes on sale there, there are just 
multiple bids and it’s crazy traffic,” Simons said. 
“And around here, it’s not quite as heated.” 

 — Alicia Mies, 2018

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Whistle Stop Child 
Development Center, 3801 Miranda Ave., No. T6B

FIRE STATION: No. 5, 600 Arastradero Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: Miranda Avenue, Arroyo Court, Miranda 
Green and Moana Court

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Don Nielson, 
650-941-2429

PARKS (NEARBY): Terman Park, 655 Arastradero 
Road; Juana Briones Park, 609 Maybell Ave.

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.; 3801 
Miranda Ave. (inside VA hospital)

PRIVATE SCHOOL: Bowman International School, 
4000 Terman Drive

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Juana Briones Elementary School, 
Fletcher Middle School, Gunn High School

SHOPPING: El Camino Real, San Antonio Shopping 
Center
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Esther Clark Park

In many ways, the character of Palo Alto’s 
Esther Clark neighborhood is exemplified 
by Esther Clark Park, located directly off of 

Arastradero Road. A 21-acre nature preserve, 
it remains a highlight for those who enjoy a 
place of tranquility and natural beauty.

The best way for a visitor to enter the park 
is from Old Adobe Road where drivers are 
enveloped with a tunnel of trees arching over 
the inclined road. Driving further on, the road 
meanders up and down, and up again even 
more steeply. Esther Clark Park neighborhood 
feels like a secret, hidden behind winding 
hills and impressive Spanish-style villas. After 
a short drive to the end of the road is the 
park, settled against the last few houses in the 
neighborhood. A sign greets the visitor: “Palo 
Alto Open Space.” 

Dr. Esther Clark was one of the key founders 
of the Palo Alto Medical Clinic, and she also 
established her own nonprofit with the goal 
of helping children with disabilities. Richard 
Horn, one of the many veteran residents of 
Old Adobe Road and a retired pediatrician 
himself, remembers the highly respected Palo 
Alto figure fondly for what she brought to his 
beloved neighborhood.

“Esther Clark owned all of this property, and 
she developed Old Adobe Road ... (the land) 

was donated with the understanding that it 
would be open space ... “ he said, adding that, 
“The neighborhood is nicely isolated, but also 
acts like a classic American neighborhood 
with lots of space.”

Joining Horn as a longtime resident of the 
Esther Clark neighborhood, Katy Clancey and 
her daughter Jeannie talked about their love 
for their neighborhood.

“You’re living in a rural setting, but you’re 
five minutes away from towns like Los Altos,” 
Katy Clancey said. 

Her daughter Jeannie chimed in as well: “It 
is absolutely the perfect place to live because 
of its calmness ... the park is a treasure to this 
neighborhood.”

Interestingly, both Clancey and Horn 
mentioned the development that has taken 
place and is still ongoing on Old Adobe Road 
and Old Trace Lane. The original homes were 
more rustic and spaced out from one another.

“There used to be a lot of smaller houses, 
but now there is more development of bigger 
ones,” Horn said. 

“It’s hard for those of us who love this old 
rural setting ... but it is exciting to see new 
energy in the neighborhood,” she said, adding 
that there had been barbecues at the end of 
the street in which all of the residents, both 

longtime and new, came together and enjoyed 
their little paradise.

The park itself still looks exactly as Esther Clark 
had intended: open space reaches into the horizon, 
providing plenty of opportunity for people to 
enjoy nature as well as partake in activities.

“People do a lot of walking, riding horses 
and jogging,” Horn said.

It’s understandable that these residents 
are so fond of their neighborhood, as it feels 
tucked away into a part of Palo Alto that 
feels rural, even though, just down the hill, 
there are large corporate office buildings — 
an immediate reminder of how special the 
neighborhood’s peaceful atmosphere is.

 — Patrick Condon, 2016

FACTS
FIRE STATION: No. 5, 600 Arastradero Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: from Old Adobe Road to Manuela Avenue, 
off Arastradero Road, including Old Trace Road

PARK: Esther Clark Park, Old Trace Road

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Nixon Elementary School, Fletcher 
Middle School, Gunn High School

SHOPPING: El Camino Real, Downtown Los Altos
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Palo Alto Hills

The drive to Palo Alto Hills is unlike the 
drive home most Palo Alto residents 
experience. Winding rural roads with 

glimpses of rolling golden hills through the 
foliage and very few cars make for an enjoyable 
commute for residents of this neighborhood. 
and it’s easy to forget it’s only a stone’s throw 
from Silicon Valley. 

The Palo Alto Hills neighborhood is an oasis 
for those looking for a serene setting to live in. 
With large lots featuring sizable homes with 
breathtaking views of the Bay Area, it is an ideal 
place to get away. 

Palo Alto Hills residents moved to the 
neighborhood for many of the same reasons, to 
get away from the busy Silicon Valley life and 
relax in a place with friendly neighbors and 
spectacular views. 

Palo Alto Hills resident Mark Nadim has 
lived in the neighborhood for 30 years and says 
his favorite thing about his home is its natural, 
relaxing qualities. 

“It’s nice to have the fresh air and wildlife,” 
Nadim said. “It really makes it a serene place to 
live.” 

Other Palo Alto Hills residents like Jay Weber 
are very appreciative of the neighborhood’s 
tranquility. Weber was particularly taken by the 
laid-back, private atmosphere when he moved 
in seven years ago. 

“The partly rural feel of the neighborhood 
is nice. It is quiet, but not deathly quiet. It is 
quiet enough that you can take a deep breath 
and take it all in,” Weber said. “It is also a nice 
drive when you are coming back from work and 
driving through the trees. You feel like you’re 
going to a different space.”

In order to have larger lot sizes, residents 

must live further apart and do not see each 
other as frequently as they might if they lived 
in another Palo Alto neighborhood. For Weber 
this was a big adjustment for him and his wife 
when they moved from Menlo Park. While they 
do not see people as often as they did in their 
previous neighborhood, Weber says they do see 
a few neighbors when they go on walks or runs.

 There is still a strong sense of community in 
the neighborhood. 

“We do not always see our next-door 
neighbors,” Nadim said. “We may not be close 
by but I know that if I need help, it is only a 
phone call or an email away.”

Within Palo Alto Hills, residents have easy 
access to a few activities including the Palo 
Alto Hills Golf Course and Country Club 
and Foothills Park. Access to Foothills Park 
is particularly exciting for Weber and his wife 
since they lived in Menlo Park prior to moving 
to Palo Alto Hills and the park only allows Palo 
Alto residents to visit. 

“Foothills Park is a real gem and a real plus 
to the neighborhood,” Weber said. “When we 
were looking at this house, we were Menlo Park 
residents so they wouldn’t let us into the park 
and we wanted to see it. We saw it on the map 
but we didn’t know what a gem it really was 
until we actually moved here.”

While residents do have easy access to a 
variety of outdoor activities and live in a very 
peaceful, secluded place, simple things like 
going downtown or doing grocery shopping 
are more time-consuming than they are for 
most Palo Alto residents. Most attractions 
within Palo Alto and surrounding cities are at 
least a 20-minute drive away. Nadim says this 
can make it more difficult to stay connected to 

the Palo Alto community.
To maintain connections within the 

neighborhood, Nadim, who also happens to be 
the president of the neighborhood association, 
organizes an annual holiday party at the country 
club. The event brings neighbors together 
to celebrate the holidays as well as address 
neighborhood business. It is very popular 
among residents and is a favorite neighborhood 
event of Weber’s. 

Although it is more remote than any other 
neighborhood in Palo Alto, residents still find 
their location ideal because they are close to 
outdoor areas that most locals do not get to visit 
on a daily basis. 

“Every morning when I run up to Vista Hill, 
I get to see the whole Bay Area laid out in front 
of me,” Weber said. “I get that same view three 
times a week but that is still the highlight of 
living here for me.” 

— Rachel van Gelder, 2017

FACTS
FIRE STATION: No. 8 Foothills Park, 3000 Page Mill 
Road (during summer); No.5 600 Arastradero Road 

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road

LOCATION: Off Page Mill Road: Alexis Drive, Country 
Club Court, Bandera Drive and Laurel Glen Drive

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Mark Nadim, 
president, 650-949-5672, paloaltohillsna@gmail.com 

PARK: Foothills Park, 3300 Page Mill Road 

POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave. 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Nixon Elementary School, Fletcher 
Middle School, Gunn High School

SHOPPING: El Camino Real, Downtown Los Altos, 
California Avenue 
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Lyn Jason Cobb
650-464-2622

lynjason.cobb@cbnorcal.com
DRE 01332535

www.CallLyn.com

Regan Byers
650-678-7765

Regan.byers@cbnorcal.com
DRE 01034761

www.ReganByersHomes.com

Beth Leathers
650-302-2449

beth.leathers@cbnorcal.com
DRE 01131116

www.bethleathers.cbintouch.com

Liliana Perazich
415-297-0125

liliana.perazich@cbnorcal.com
DRE 02015538

www.lilianaperazich.cbintouch.com

Our Teamwork Makes Your Dream Work!

The Lyn Jason Cobb Team

The Lyn Jason Cobb Team Nationally recognized Coldwell Banker Top 1% team  
Top 100 in Northern California and top 250 teams Nationwide by Wall Street Journal  since 2010

MEET THE LYN JASON COBB TEAM

Lyn Jason Cobb
Lyn is a sixth-generation resident of the San Francisco Bay Area. Her roots bring a dynamic understanding of the 
Bay Area and a connection to people and resources that are unsurpassable.  Her colleagues and clients rely on her 
reputation for honesty, integrity and fair play. She consistently leverages that reputation on behalf of her clients 
creating a successful atmosphere for her clients when they buy or sell. Lyn gets the job done.

Regan Byers
Regan’s primary market is the mid-Peninsula, mainly San Mateo county, plus San Francisco. Regan knows these 
areas are a collection of individual communities each with their own type of architecture, amenities and housing 
opportunities. With a background in investments and finance, Regan’s knowledge and experience empowers her 
clients to make informed decisions. 

Beth Leathers
Beth grew up in Menlo Park, attended local schools and continues to have in depth knowledge of the area and its 
surroundings. On the sales side she has an individualized plan towards recommendations on staging, cleaning and 
preparations to showcase your home and appeal to the widest audience of qualified buyers. As a Senior Real Estate 
Specialist (SRES), Beth is specifically trained to assist seniors and their multigenerational families with the sale or purchase 
of real estate. From organizing a move to locating an acceptable housing option, Beth is there from start to finish. 

Liliana Perazich
Liliana was born and raised in Menlo Park. She is a true native daughter who is deeply involved and trusted in 
community, school organizations and charitable activities. She has lived and worked throughout the Bay Area and is 
well connected. After 26 years of experience in the Health Care Industry, she is a true advocate for what is best for 
her clients. You can depend on Liliana.

Team Certifications: Global Luxury Specialists, Relocation Specialists (Cartus Network Buyer and Seller Specialist), 
Senior Real Estate Specialists SRES, Home Marketing Specialists, 1031 Exchange Specialists, First Time Buyer 
Specialists, Negotiation Strategy Specialists. Leasing Agents, Ecobroker “Green” Home Certified, Equestrian 
Properties, California Agent Network, Worldwide Referrals

The Lyn Jason Cobb Team is based in Menlo Park’s Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage leveraging CB’s state-
of-the-art technology, relevant market statistics, elegant marketing materials and close proximity to Silicon Valley. 
Coldwell Banker’s international reputation gives their clients Global Connections and Local Traditions. 

Call today and let us demonstrate what our expertise and Unique Marketing Plan can do for YOU!

The Lyn Jason Cobb Team
A special synergy is created when knowledgeable, energetic and creative real estate 
professionals get together and do what they love to do. United by commitment and 
a passion for client care, The Lyn Jason Cobb Team is a group of highly professional 
REALTORS® and advocates on your behalf. The Lyn Jason Cobb Team provides keen 
market knowledge, extraordinary marketing expertise, superior negotiation skills and 
professional project management. 

The Lyn Jason Cobb Team’s primary area of practice are the sought-after counties of San 
Francisco, San Mateo and Santa Clara, typically referred to as “The Gateway to the Silicon 
Valley.” The Team has a vast knowledge of these unique and diverse communities.
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Pediatric patients 
6 months and older 

welcome in all clinics

Easy access to 
the care you need 
when you need it

stanfordhealthcare.org/carechooser

For treatment of colds, flu, minor injuries, and other common conditions,  
rely on Stanford Express Care and the Stanford Walk-In Clinic. 

With extended hours and multiple locations, they give you easy  
access to precisely the right care at the right time in the right place.

Stanford Express Care 
Palo Alto
Same-day appointments

211 Quarry Road, Suite 102 
Palo Alto, CA 94304

call: 650.736.5211

visit: 7 days/week 
 9:00am–9:00pm

Stanford Express Care 
San Jose
Same-day appointments

52 Skytop Street, Suite 10 
San Jose, CA 95134

call: 669.294.8888

visit: 7 days/week 
 9:00am–9:00pm

Stanford  
Walk-In Clinic
No appointment needed

211 Quarry Road, Suite 402  
Palo Alto, CA 94304

call: 650.497.3940

visit: Monday–Friday 
 3:30pm–11:00pm
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Built in 2016, this exquisitely crafted home exemplifies 

modern Craftsman style boasting 5-star quality and 

design. Stunning hardwood floors, beadboard wainscot 

and sophisticated custom lighting are featured 

throughout the house. Located in the desirable Green 

Gables community, this home features 5 bedrooms and 

5.5 bathrooms perfectly arranged over three levels, 

a spacious recreation room with multi-media screens, 

plus a dedicated home theatre and a customized wine 

cellar. The beautifully landscaped grounds welcome 

outdoor living and entertaining. 

Luxurious Newly Built 
Craftsman in Green Gables

Constructed by one of Palo Alto’s finest builders, 

this custom home offers a grand, yet intimate, style of 

living in the heart of Midtown. Spanning three levels, 

there are 7 bedrooms and 5 baths thoughtfully arranged 

with flexibility in mind for office, fitness, guest, and/or 

extended family needs. Details throughout are classic 

and timeless with maple floors, crown moldings in every 

room, and perfectly selected stone and tile finishes. 

Outdoor living unfolds on a huge barbecue terrace with 

built-in heating or on the lower terrace beside the 

soothing sound of a waterfall. 

Exceptional Custom Home
in the Heart of Midtown

www.702Rosewood.com www.1820BretHarte.com

702 Rosewood Dr, Palo Alto 1820 Bret Harte St, Palo Alto

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

—JERRY C.

Broker-Associate

(650) 520-3407
lan@lanbowling.com

CalBRE # 01248958

Keller Williams

(650) 269-7538
johnmc@kw.com

CalBRE # 01720510

Lan Liu Bowling John ChungLL

www.LanBowling.comKELLER WILLIAMS

“With their decades-long flawless reputation in 
the area, you end up with a very powerful combination 

from both the buy side and the sell side.”

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

know us by our reputation, benefit from our experience.

Lan Liu Bowling presents


