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We are the builders of beautiful gardens for homeowners and prominent designers 
for 33 years. Show us your design, or let us help you design your garden. Call us 

for an appointment and an unconditional consultation.We will surprise you!

VacationingVacationing    IN YOUR PROPERTY!

(650) 324-3033 or (408) 371-4477
www.modernlandscapinginc.com

MODERN LANDSCAPING, INC.
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Blending in while building down
Basement addition adds space, energy efficiency

Goal of project:
New master suite, fourth bedroom, 

secondary living space/playroom

Unexpected problems/
hidden costs:

City inspector said he had to shore up 
basement walls during dig 

and construction.

Year house built: 
1954

Size of home, lot: 
Originally 1,300 sq ft — addition is 
650 sq ft in basement, 425 sq ft on 

main floor; lot is 6,000 sq ft

Time to complete: 
10 months

by Kathy Schrenk / photos by Cherie Cordellos

Most homeowners assume that it’s better to 
add a second story rather than dig out a 
basement to add living space to their house 

— especially given our local geology.
 But for certain houses, a basement is the way to go, as 
architect Tom Carrubba found when he remodeled his 
Mountain View home.
 Carrubba and his wife, Laura, wanted to convert 
their three-bedroom, two-bathroom ranch near Cuesta 
Park to a four-bed, three-bath house with a comfort-
able family room and play area. The project seemed 
naturally suited to a basement because the addition 
would be on the front of the house, rather than in back, 
making access to the dig easy. 
 A second floor would have been hot in the summer, 
but the basement stays cool without air conditioning, 

which is one of many green elements of the house, 
Carrubba says. Some clever design even fills the base-
ment with natural light — a key feature throughout the 
house.
 Building down instead of up also meant keeping the 
same overall feel to the exterior, not having to change 
the existing roof, and blending with the style of the 
mostly one-story neighborhood.
 Carrubba also knew that making a second story work 
would require a lot of interior changes. “Going down 
means not having to change the existing house,” he 
says.
 Once soil tests revealed that the location was appro-
priate for a basement, Carrubba dove in to the plan-
ning and design, which took him about a year to com-
plete.
 He saved as much money as possible by doing much 

of the work himself. He continued to save by getting 
cabinets for the laundry room, basement bathroom 
and master closet from IKEA. 
 The master bathroom was where he splurged. The 
well-appointed room features a separate bathtub, a spa-
cious stand-alone shower, a skylight and a custom cabi-
net that fits two sinks and cost more than the IKEA 
cabinets in the rest of the rooms combined, he says. 
 The biggest bang for the buck in the master bath 
came from the radiant heat, he says. The system is sim-
ply a mat with heating coils that was installed under 
the tile and cost a mere $600. But it’s become one of 
the couple’s favorite features since moving back into 
the house in March. It even works on a timer so it’s 
ready to warm the couple’s feet on chilly mornings. 
“It’s a nice way to start the day,” he adds.
 Carrubba constructed the wainscoting that punches 

A 625-square-foot addition (left) to 
the basement gives the family a large 
play space that stays cool all year-
round. Building down allowed the 
owner/designer to keep the existing 
roofline (right) and blend easily into the 
Cuesta Park neighborhood.
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Products You Know From People You Trust
Bruce Bauer Lumber & Supply

134 San Antonio Circle, Mountain View, CA 94040

650-948-1089 
www.brucebauer.com

342 State Street, Downtown Los Altos 650-948-0198
Fine gifts and jewelry from around the world.

20% OFF STOREWIDE SALE
Thurs., July 24th - Sat., July 26th

Framing to fi t your personal style. 
Our unique moulding collections 
are designed to complement the 
rooms they live in.

CUSTOM FRAME 
THE BEAUTY OF  YOUR HOME

1047-b El Camino Real • Menlo Park • 650.323.1097 • Hrs: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm

up rooms throughout the house in his 
garage wood shop and installed it him-
self. He did the electrical work with the 
guidance of a neighbor, who is an elec-
trician. He also redid the siding on the 
entire house and the addition. 
 The only tasks that were entirely 
hired-out were the basement dig and the 
framing of the above-ground addition. “I 
tried to do things I enjoyed and I’m good 
at,” says Carrubba, who worked in con-
struction before becoming an architect 
full time. 
 Spending all his free time for nine 
months working on the house was 
exhausting. But it was worth the sav-
ings, he says. Having connections in the 
business helped him save money, too, he 
adds.
 Besides keeping to a strict budget, 
Carrubba wanted the remodel to be as 
efficient and environmentally friendly 
as possible. So a tankless water heater, 
which cuts way down on water waste, is 
installed in the basement near the fur-
nace, which is one of the most energy-
efficient on the market. The natural light 
that floods the house during the day 
adds even more energy savings. 

Resources:
Architect: Tom Carrubba, square three 
design studios, Palo Alto, 650-326-3860

Building contractor: Cox Brothers 
Construction, Palo Alto, 650-856-6404
Structural engineer: Ryan Billante of 
Morris Engineering, San Carlos, 650-
595-2973
Painter: Dennis Sejan, Alfa Synergetic 
Painting, San Francisco, 415-336-1474
Electrician: Kevin Walker, Walker 
Electric, Mountain View, 961-0630

h+g

The new master bathroom features 
a separate shower and tub, a custom 
cabinet that fits two sinks and a radiant-
heated floor.
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by Carol Blitzer / photos by Dasja Dolan

On a block of mainly single-story Eichlers in Palo 
Alto’s Meadow Park neighborhood, one home 
catches the eye. It isn’t just the fenced-in front 

yard, with its stepping stones among the pebbles, leading 
up a curved path to the orange front door.
 Nor is it the warm cocoa exterior, contrasted with 
touches of white and black.
 Perhaps it’s the gentle evolution of this 50-year-old 
Eichler into the 21st century that architectural designer 
Leena Kharkar-Kalakkad has achieved — without mak-
ing it leap off the block.
 Kharkar-Kalakkad has lived in the home since 2004 
with her husband, Dinesh Kalakkad and two sons — all 
the time itching to make changes. Last year she finally 
got her chance to transform what she called “a total 
dump” into a stylish, colorful interior space, with rooms 
that flow easily while affording definition and privacy.
 “The architectural design was perfect, but the look of 
the place, appliances were very outdated. It was painted 
completely white. It lacked spirit,” Kharkar-Kalakkad 
says.

 A key piece of her design was to turn the carport into 
a new living room, raising the floor level to the rest of 
the interior, and extending the Pergo floors. A short 
niched partition and a partial, faux stone wall separate 
the living room from the front door and entry hall. 
Living plants in front of the stone wall resemble a small 
atrium.
 While desiring to update her Eichler, Kharkar-
Kalakkad sought to honor its roots as well. She was able 
to add glass to openings in the old carport roof, stream-
ing light into the new living room through skylights 
and clerestory windows. Two long, narrow windows 
face the front.
 The new living room flows into the dining room, with 
a support column left intact. On the other side of the 
wall is the brand-new kitchen, with modular cabinets 
with frosted glass panels and a Corian counter from 
IKEA.
 “It’s cost-effective and looks so elegant,” she says. She 
saved even more by installing the cabinets herself.

AN EICHLER AN EICHLER 
REMODELEDREMODELED  
    WITHWITH  HONORHONOR
Beautiful design without breaking the bank

The wet bar (top) in the dining room was adapted from a freestanding cabi-
net. IKEA inspired this bathroom (above), from the legged cabinet topped 
with a rectangular sink to the mirror and lights.

Modular IKEA cabinets (top), Corian countertops and stainless-steel 
appliances update the old galley kitchen — with touches of red glass 
tiles. Shoji-screen sliding doors (above) separate the public and private 
spaces, while saving space.

The old carport was transformed into the living room by raising the floor and adding a partial, faux-stone wall fronted by a small planted area. ON THE COVER: A carport was converted to a colorful, well-lit living room in this 
Palo Alto Eichler. Photo by Dasja Dolan.

continued on next page
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 The unusual backsplash is made of 
13-inch ceramic tile strips that resemble 
stone, contrasted with three stripes of 
red-toned glass tiles, which she found at 
Porcelonosa in San Jose. Stainless-steel 
Bosch appliances complete the contem-
porary look.
 One of Kharkar-Kalakkad’s challenges 
was to improve the circulation of the 
house, and maximize use of all spaces. 
She achieved this by opening a wall in 
the hallway and installing Shoji-screen 

sliding doors.
 To create more privacy, she changed 
the opening to the master bedroom, 
and replaced the built-in closets with 
free-standing ones from IKEA. She sees 
this as a temporary solution, and hopes 
to add on a master-bedroom suite in 
future.
 The bedroom opens to the back yard, 
where she’s made many changes, begin-
ning with re-using much of the old con-
crete patio, building a low wall around 
a large tree. “My boys call it a fort and 
play there a lot,” she says.
 A new patio is made of tinted concrete 
pavers. “I tried to make a Zen garden,” 
she says, adding “again that is a future 
project.”
 Inside, Kharkar-Kalakkad once more 
tapped into IKEA for inspiration, with a 
rectangular sink over a cabinet on legs. 
Even the mirrors and lights came from 
IKEA. In the second bathroom, she 
created a vanity from stacked benches, 
topped by an oval Porcher sink.
 One wall was removed in the long 
hallway, enabling her to place free-
standing closets near her expanded 
children’s room as well as moving the 
washer and dryer closer to the bed-
rooms. Pocket doors at each end of the 
hallway assure privacy in the bedroom 
wing, which now include a “mud room” 
and a guest bedroom.
 To contain costs, Kharkar-Kalakkad 
was selective about where to put her 

    

1520 Tacoma Way, Redwood City, CA 94063 
Tel: 650-216-9600  |  www.baywestbuilders.com

Work with a builder who thinks like an artist. 

Once you

everything else
bend the rules,

falls into place.

 

20430 Saratoga-Los Gatos Road
Saratoga, CA 95070

Goal of project/
design challenge: 

Convert carport to living room; 
improve floor plan; add new kitchen

Unexpected problems/
hidden costs: 

Had to work around “secret” columns 
between closets

Year house built:
1957

Size of home: 
2,040 sq. ft. (added about 300 sq. ft.) 

on 8,000-sq.-ft. lot

Time to complete: 
Three months for living room, 3 1/2 

months for rest of house

Budget: 
$140,000 for remodel, $50,000 

for landscaping

continued from previous page

Is this the new  
coffee table?

Own Cool Furniture That Makes You Feel Proud  
For Less Than You'll Pay For Furniture-In-A-Box.

Really.

San Mateo
650-577-8979

1888 S. Norfork 

Danville
925-866-6164

1901 Camino Ramon

Saratoga
408-871-8890

600 El Paseo de Saratoga

San Rafael
415-456-2765

863 E. Francisco 

Mountain View
(650) 964-7212

141 El Camino Real
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842 SANTA CRUZ AVE.
MENLO PARK, CA 94025 

650.328.4224

CRYSTAL
a fine name in cabinetry

CERTI F I ED KITCH EN DES IGN ERS

Custom 

Redwood 

Screens 
and Screen 

Doors

w w w . T h e L a n g l e y B a d g e r . c o m

Museum Quality Repairs

W
650-948-4245

www

H T
Our new 

Real Estate Web Site is

EXPLORE OUR INTERACTIVE MAPS, HOMES FOR SALE, OPEN HOMES, VIRTUAL TOURS, 
PHOTOS, PRIOR SALE INFO, NEIGHBORHOOD GUIDES, AND MORE

2050 Waverley St., Palo Alto
$6,400,000
4 beds/4.5 baths
4,157 square feet

2050 Waverley St., Palo A
$6,400,000
4 beds/4.5 baths
4,157 square feet

Bonnie Biorn
Alain Pinel Realtors
(650) 888-0846
e-mail

Explore local real estate
www.PaloAltoOnline.com/real_estate

Palo Alto
o n l i n e

resources. Each Shoji door cost $1,400, 
but accomplished just what she wanted. 
“I’m not going to compromise” [on some 
things], she says.
 “Initially I wanted rimless doors, but 
that hiked up the cost. I could live with 
sliding doors,” she adds.
 “I managed to get an entire remodel 
done under an excellent budget, but it 
doesn’t look like it. ... and I kept in the 
spirit of Eichler,” Kharkar-Kalakkad 
says. 

Resources:
Designer: Leena Kharkar-Kalakkad, 
Design Anthology, Palo Alto; 650-224-
8451
Building contractor: Robin Sung, 408-
993-8642
Kitchen appliances: Atherton Appliance 
& Kitchens, 695 Veterans Blvd., 
Redwood City; 650-369-1794
Tile: Home Depot Design Center, San 
Jose
Shoji doors: Hana Shoji, Oakland, 510-
842-1041
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For a video tour of this remodel, visit 
www.paloaltoonline.com/real_estate.

VIDEO TOUR
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This information was supplied by Seller and/or other sources. Broker believes this information to be correct but has not verified this information and assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy. Buyers should investigate these issues to their own satisfaction. Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. 

Welcome to this custom, two-story, ranch-style 
home located on a quiet road in Woodside. 

Nestled on approximately 1.92 acres, the four-bedroom, 
three and one-half bath home has been extensively 
remodeled and upgraded with fresh paint, new carpet 
and recently refinished hardwood floors. Nearly all the 
principal rooms on the main level open to the lushly 
landscaped rear garden, patio and pool. A great room, 
library alcove, office/possible fifth bedroom and laundry 
are located on the lower level. This wonderful property 
includes a barn with a separate apartment and stabling 
for several horses, as well as a level picnic area encircled 
by towering redwoods. A haven of comfort and delight!

• Four bedrooms, three and one-half baths

• Spacious living room, formal dining room

• Sunny kitchen, breakfast area, expansive 
family room

• Lower level with great room, library, possible 
fifth bedroom/office, full bath

• Beautifully landscaped garden with patio, 
huge pool, spa and waterfall

• Barn with apartment and stalls for several 
horses

• Award-winning Woodside Elementary 
School District

Offered at $4,100,000

3600 TRIPP ROAD  ■  WOODSIDE

650-566-5353
hcornish@cbnorcal.com

Top 1% of Coldwell Banker Agents 

Atherton

Menlo Park

Portola Valley

Woodside

Horse Property in Central Woodside

International President’s Premier

For more information on this property and others, please visit my Web site at: 

WWW.HUGHCORNISH.COM


