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CA Contractors Lic. # 820697 

Contact Cobalt Power Systems for more info:

CLEAN POWER FROM THE SUN

Cobalt Power Systems, Inc.
2557 Wyandotte Street 
Mountain View, CA 94043

T  650-938-9574
F  650-938-9573
cobaltpower.com

Make your own power from the sun and save!
At Cobalt Power, we take pride in creating satisfied customers. We have
installed over 1,000 high quality solar systems throughout Silicon Valley,
and are getting new referrals from our customers every day.

Let us know when we can visit your home and show you how much you can
save by going solar.
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28 The living room of this Portola Valley home looks out 

onto a creek and trees. Photo by Veronica Weber.
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Inspired by the rippling landscapes of Midwestern prairies, orna-

mental grass gardens can add an element of wonder and movement 

to a garden.

 With their towering silhouettes, the rustling sounds they make 

when the wind blows and their ability to complement almost any 

type of plant or tree, grass gardens add more whimsy than a tradi-

tional front lawn.

According to landscape designer Julie Orr, ornamental grass gar-

dens were born out of the “no lawn” movement that sought to replace 

the regular front lawn with something more sustainable and unex-

pected in appearance. Ornamental grasses also have an environmen-

tal appeal: They require no fertilizer, insecticide or heavy irrigation 

to keep them vibrant and green. Mixing ornamental grasses with 

native and flowering plants “creates a sustainable environment that 

invites bees, birds and insects into your garden,” she said.

Orr, who has been designing gardens around the Bay Area 

for 10 years, said that her passion for ornamental grasses and for 

incorporating them into her projects comes from their simplicity 

and boldness.

“I love them because they add a sense of drama. It’s such a show-

stopper to see a house (with ornamental grasses) because the grasses 

are so sculpted,” she said. “The Bouteloua gracilis, for example, 

catches and ref lects light. In the breeze, some of its f lowerheads 

even rattle in the wind.”

When it comes to picking ornamental grasses, Orr said that there 

are two main varieties: evergreen grasses (cool season) and decidu-

ous grasses (warm season). The former grow in fall and winter, 

bloom in spring and are dormant in the summer; the latter grow in 

spring, f lower in summertime and are dormant during the winter. 

Grass gardens require only seasonal pruning. 

“Trimming and maintenance is minimal, like deadheading f low-

ers in the spring and summer and raking in the winter,” Orr said. 

“For the cool-season grasses, cut one-third of the plant in the winter 

Ornamental grasses of differing heights make this front yard more dynamic. 

Blowin’ in the wind
HOW TO GROW YOUR OWN  
ORNAMENTAL GRASS GARDEN

by Avi Salem 

photos by Magali Gauthier

(continued on page 6)
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time, but only if needed. For warm-season grasses, just cut the 

brown foliage off in the winter.”

Besides easy maintenance, a number of ornamental grasses are 

also water-wise, helping homeowners cut back on water costs 

while still maintaining a gracefully styled garden. Varieties like 

pink muhly and feather reed grasses are drought-resistant and can 

withstand full sun. Grasses must be rooted and thriving before 

they become fully drought-resistant, however, Orr said. 

“A common misconception with these grasses is that you can 

go without watering them, but they need to be established before 

that happens, at least for one to two years,” she said. “It’s still 

important to maintain a watering schedule in that time.”

For those wanting to incorporate ornamental grasses in their 

gardens, Orr suggests starting off — as with any outdoor proj-

ect — by considering plants that are acclimated to the compact 

soils naturally found in most Bay Area backyards. The dense 

clay makes it difficult for plants to establish roots if they’re not 

naturally suited for it, she said. 

On top of that, not all ornamental grasses are created equal, as 

some grow alongside rivers and streams and require lots of water. 

“Look for grasses you’d find in grasslands, oak woodlands or 

prairies. Those would be the most water-efficient,” she said.

Pets also love romping in ornamental grass gardens. Orr said 

dogs and cats don’t actually need a mowed lawn and can get the 

benefits of playing with and smelling the bunch or ornamental 

grasses. 

“Dogs and cats actually love bunch grasses and love to pounce 

and play in them,” Orr said. “Remember that the bigger your pet 

is, the taller the grass should be.”

The variety of uses and combinations of ornamental grasses 

with native plants makes the possibilities for landscape design 

endless for those looking to add a statement piece to their yard. 

Their versatility, Orr explained, is what makes them so adaptable 

to any garden: “Ornamental grasses go great with so many plants, 

from bulbs, rushes and sedges to f lowering perennials.” 

“They’re simple but unexpected,” Orr added. “People crave that 

simplicity that (grasses) bring.” H+G

Palo Alto Weekly Editorial Intern Avi Salem 

can be reached at asalem@paweekly.com.

DogWatch of the Bay Area  
and Northern California 

Serving the Greater Bay Area, Truckee and Tahoe. 

www.DogWatchService.com

(877) 236-4626
CA Lic #784739

The Best Buy Seal and other licensed materials are registered  certification marks  
and trademarks of Consumers Digest Communications, LLC, used under license.

Smart products for today’s pets.™

HIDDEN FENCES

Hidden Fence
DogWatch® 

The only 
“Premium Selection” 

Julie Orr demonstrates how to “finger-rake” the grass bunches so as to get 
rid of the dead stems without damaging the plant. 

(continued from page 4)
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Jazz up the fireplace
LOCAL WOODWORKER GIVES  
OLD WINDOWS NEW LIFE

story and photos by My Nguyen

When Redwood City resident Glenda Fuge isn’t using her fire-

place, she likes to add personality to an otherwise dull space 

with a decorative screen. Fuge, a semi-retired occupational therapist, 

crafts her own fireplace screens out of recycled materials like metal 

fences, iron headboards, scrap wood and, her favorite, old window 

frames. 

“When you walk into my house, the focal point is the fireplace, 

and I love to decorate it. I like to stand back and look at it, and I’m 

never satisfied. I’m always moving things ... so I change my screens 

probably every month,” said Fuge, who is a painter and woodworker. 

“This is my spring one,” she said, pointing to the current screen 

sitting in front of her fireplace, made from a weathered white 

six-pane window sash with hand-painted sunflowers adorning the 

patina glass. 

Fuge started turning old windows into fireplace screens 15 years 

ago when she and her husband replaced all the windows in their 

60-year-old home.

“They were really cool old, double-hung windows, and I couldn’t 

part with them,” Fuge said, so she started painting the windows and 

giving them away to close friends and family members. With the 

few she had left over, she decided to screw pieces of scrap wood to 

the sides of the frames so they could stand up — making them the 

perfect centerpiece for her fireplace. 

Fuge makes the screens in a workshop tucked in the corner of 

her backyard. A sign that reads, “A great place to be,” sits above the 

entrance, and the interior of the space is packed with power tools, 

cans of spray paint and heaps of scrap wood. She usually doesn’t 

do anything to the window sashes other than clean the glass, and 

if she does paint the frame, she uses acrylic paint. The screens are 

only decorative and not something to use when the fireplace is in 

operation, said Fuge, who can put together a screen in 20 minutes.

Some of Fuge’s window-frame fireplace screens are dressed up 

with hand-painted images of hawks, chickens and snowmen. Others 

are decorated with artificial greenery and decals. 

If you’re not artistic, Fuge suggested taking a picture from a maga-

zine or kids’ coloring book and taping it to the back of the window 

and tracing the image.

When Fuge works with a window frame with glass, she uses a 

power drill instead of a hammer to secure the legs to the bottom of 

the frame, so the glass doesn’t break. For projects that don’t involve 

glass, use a hammer, Fuge said.

A great place to find cheap old windows is at f lea markets, Fuge 

said. Her favorite f lea market is one in the city of Alameda. 

She also just scours her own neighborhood for castoffs.

“You can find windows for free all over,” Fuge said. “I found one 

that I used for Christmas just propped up against a tree not far from 

here. With all the remodeling going on, people are just getting rid 

of their windows right and left.”

The do-it-yourself projects have kept Fuge busy and “out of 

trouble,” she said jokingly, but most importantly it has allowed her 

to use her innate creativity.

“My whole family are artisans. My grandfather was a sculptor. 

My father was a commercial artist, and my daughter is a graphic 

designer,” she said. “In my career, I used arts and crafts a lot with 

the kids I worked with ... so it’s just been a part of my life. It’s part 

of the fabric of who I am.”   

Palo Alto Weekly Digital Editor My Nguyen  

can be reached at mnguyen@paweekly.com.

D O - I T - Y O U R S E L F

Painted sunflowers change this old window into a decorative seasonal 
fireplace screen.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•  Old or new wood window 

frame

•  Two 2-by-4s

•  Four wood screws at least  
2 ½ inches long

•  Hand saw or power saw

•  Sandpaper or sanding block

•  Power drill with bit

•  Screwdriver

•  Measuring tape

•  Pencil

•  Acrylic paint and  
paint brush

•  Blow dryer (optional)
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D O - I T - Y O U R S E L F

1Thoroughly clean both sides of the window with a rag. 
If you are going to paint the window frame, now is the 

best time since the window can be placed on the ground for 
easy painting.

2 Measure and cut 2-by-4s into equal lengths approxi-
mately 10 to 12 inches long using hand saw or power 

saw. Sand the wood lightly with sandpaper or sanding block.

3 Find the exact center of both 2-by-4s lengthwise and 
mark with a pencil. Using a power drill, drill two holes 

for mounting screws to window frame. Make sure holes are 
approximately the same size as the screws in circumference.

4 Paint the 2-by-4s to match the window frame using 
acrylic paint. Let the wood dry for a couple of hours or 

use a blow dryer to speed up the process.

5 With a screwdriver and wood screws, mount 2-by-4s 
horizontally to bottom of the window frame. A second 

pair of helping hands may be useful for this part to hold 
window stable on a f lat surface. H+G

Calling all crafters 
and do-it-yourselfers:

In occasional editions of Home & Garden Design, this Do-It-Yourself section will feature a house or 

garden project with simple steps to help local residents’ homes go from zero to beautiful. If you have a project 

or skill you would like to share, please email the editor at editor@paweekly.com.
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T E C H  L I F E

An insider’s guide  
to fresh air
PALO ALTO STARTUP EXTENDS ‘INTERNET  
OF THINGS’ TO HOME AIR QUALITY

by TaLeiza Calloway-Appleton

Getting some fresh air outside is a given. But some Palo Alto 

entrepreneurs are offering consumers a way to make sure they 

are doing that same quality of breathing inside.

Bitfinder Inc., a Palo Alto startup, has created an indoor air-qual-

ity monitor to help consumers become aware of their environments. 

Called “Awair,” the smart device helps people track and improve air 

quality and shows how the indoor environment affects one’s health.

At first glance, the device looks like a vintage radio. But the petite 

wooden box has four sensors that monitor the five most important 

factors of indoor air quality: temperature, humidity, carbon dioxide, 

dust and volatile organic compounds — or toxic chemicals that 

cause skin and respiratory irritation.

Knowledge of air quality is critical, whether 

at work or at home, because we spend so much 

time in these environments, said San Baek, 

head of operations and strategy for Bitfinder, 

located on Alma Street in north Palo Alto. 

“We’re making the data-driven indoor 

environment measurement service,” Baek 

said. “It’s really about (a) getting to know 

your air and (b) doing something with it.”

The device uses a mobile application and 

operates via Wi-Fi and Bluetooth, accord-

ing to the product’s website, getawair.com. 

Installation begins with plugging in the device, 

downloading the Awair application and setting your preferences, such 

as an interest in reducing allergic reactions or in improving sleep. After 

that the device begins to analyze the air.

Once you set your preferences, an LED display on the device 

provides an air-quality score on a scale from 0 to 100. Zero indicates 

the poorest of air quality and a score of 100 is excellent, clean air. 

To get detailed information, you open the app to view the five areas 

the device monitors. The more dots there are under each category 

— on a scale from one to five — the poorer the air quality, Baek 

explained. Based on that information, the application provides 

recommendations for how you can improve your indoor air quality. 

For example, if the humidity is low in your den, you can swipe your 

phone screen to see a tip, such as plugging in a humidifier. Or, if you’re 

feeling sluggish at work and the application is telling you the room you 

are in is dry, it may suggest getting some fresh outdoor air. 

Inspiration for the Awair was 

born out of personal experience. 

Bitfinder’s founders, Ronald Ro 

and Kevin Cho, both have children 

who battle allergies and eczema — 

conditions directly affected by both 

outdoor and indoor environments. 

They wanted to get to the root of 

the issue. After seeking treatment 

that yielded no results, Baek said 

they figured out that some of the 

areas their children were going had very bad air quality. 

“Knowing this information was critical,” Baek said. 

The device’s goal is to make it easier to determine if a humidifier 

is needed or if ventilation needs to be adjusted in a certain room. 

“All this technology is only useful when it’s benefiting people’s 

day-to-day life,” Baek said. “Air quality is a huge component.” 

Baek uses the device himself and knows that when he sleeps with 

his family at night in a closed room, the carbon dioxide level rises.

His solution: “I got a couple of plants because our house was pret-

ty old,” he said, and the plants remove carbon dioxide from the air. 

“A lot of the places here are old, and they sometimes omit harmful 

chemicals from the wall from materials they used 20 or 30 years ago. 

You’ve got to do something about it,” Baek said. Information “makes 

a big difference.”

The vision for the Awair continues to evolve. Bitfinder is working 

on integrating the Awair with other devices such as fans, heating 

and ventilation systems, air conditioning, and air-treatment devices 

like purifiers and humidifiers, he said. H+G

Freelance writer TaLeiza Calloway-Appleton  

can be reached at tjcalloway2@gmail.com.

San Baek, 
head of operations and 

strategy for Bitfinder

“Knowledge of air 
quality is critical, 
whether at work  

or at home.”
San Baek, head of operations 

and strategy for Bitfinder

Awair, an air-monitoring device created by 
Bitfinder, offers solutions to any problems it 

detects. Photo by Magali Gauthier.
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Dapper drapes
LOCAL EXPERTS EMPHASIZE  
IMPORTANCE OF CURTAIN  
HARDWARE 

by Brenna Malmberg

photos by Veronica Weber

When it comes to curtains, the supporting 

hardware may come as an afterthought. 

But local experts remind drape shoppers that 

while the hardware may come last, it’s definitely 

not the least. 

Often, the hardware 

from wood to wrought 

iron, can end up being 

a significant part of 

the overall price tag. 

“Costs for hardware 

can range from $100 

to $1,000,” said Shari 

Schoenecker, designer 

at Interiors & Textiles 

in Palo Alto. “The 

hardware can end up 

costing more than the 

fabric.”

This comes as a 

shock to many people, 

she said, and clients often don’t realize how many 

options they have. 

In the company’s Palo Alto showroom, cus-

tomers who walk past Schoenecker’s desk can see 

more than 10 finials, which are decorative ends 

that can be added to curtain rods. Then, as they 

continue through the showroom, she points out 

sleek, metal rods with a more modern look; lined 

cord; a classic baton with rings; brass options; 

wood choices; and more. 

“The options are almost endless,” she said. 

“That’s why we help clients narrow it down.”

Schoenecker has been in the business for more 

than 35 years, starting with a high school job that 

sparked her interest in the industry. She works 

with staff at Interiors & Textiles to gauge the 

customer’s style and needs, including practical 

things like dimensions and light needs. 

“We have thousands of books with samples to 

help people pick something for their home,” said 

Alyene Daggett, an Interiors and Textiles design 

assistant. 

(continued on page 14)

H A N D Y  H A R D WA R E

“We have 
thousands of 
books with 

samples to help 
people pick 

something for 
their home.”
Alyene Daggett,  

Interiors and Textiles  
design assistant

Hand painted iron curtain hardware is a visible and 
important part of new draperies. 
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“Small spaces, little water”

3130 Alpine Road  Portola Valley 
650.854.3850

Ladera 
Garden 

and 
Gifts

Best Nursery  
and Best Florist

Best Nursery/ 
Garden Supply

Full Service Nursery and Premiere Home Decor
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Come and see us at Ladera Garden & Gifts at 
Carlmont Shopping Center in Belmont!
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The Greatest Wealth is... Health

For an expert consultation and pricing, please visit our Showroom, or call us.

www.balancefitness.com

905 North Amphlett Blvd.

San Mateo, CA 94401

650.348.1259

3109 Stevens Creek Blvd.

Santa Clara, CA 95050

408.244.3010

Whether you are designing a complete gym 

or are interested in a single piece of 

equipment, Balance Fitness is here to help 

you. We have consulted with residents, 

professional athletic teams, corporations, 

hotels, schools and health clubs on the 

selection and sales of their fitness equipment. 

n Wholesale Prices from Industry’s

     Finest Manufacturers

n Home & Commercial Fitness Equipment

n N. California’s Largest Selection

n Professional Training Included with

      Each Purchase

n Gym Layout, Including CAD Drawings

n Delivery, Installation & Service 

Once the customer’s needs are narrowed and draperies are cho-

sen, hardware is the last piece of the puzzle. 

The curtain rods alone can range in material from metal to wood 

or wrought iron. Each of these options are all customizable, with 

orders taking about 10 to 12 weeks for delivery, she said. 

When it comes to opening drapes, she said, pull rods are preferred 

nowadays over “old school” strings that pull curtains open. For the 

tech savvy Bay Area customer, 

it’s also possible to get motorized 

draperies. 

Schoenecker said the company 

Hunter Douglas has been an 

industry leader in motorization.

“It’s still in the infancy stages,” 

Schoenecker said. “It’s still high 

end and not every one can do it.”

Andrea Brownstein, owner and 

interior decorator of Drape Designers, has seen the same tech trend in 

her time in the Bay Area. 

“The limit on motorized rods is budgetary more than anything,” 

she said.

The benefits of motorization can be seen in bigger, taller win-

dows, Brownstein said. The motor allows for easy opening and 

closing of the larger heavy drapes, or it gives the option of opening 

drapes for a set of six windows all at one time. 

One obvious key to curtain hardware is functionality. The rods 

and brackets need to be able to support the weight of the drapes, so 

they usually need to be 1-to 2-inches in diameter. 

She works directly with clients to ensure the curtains not only work 

but also match their style. This can boil down to having wrought-iron 

rods painted to match even small details, such as drawer pulls. H+G

Freelance writer Brenna Malmberg can be  

emailed at brenna@brennamedia.com.

(continued from page 12)

H A N D Y  H A R D WA R E

Pull rods rather than old-school pull strings are preferred for modern curtains. 

Once the customer’s 
needs are narrowed and 

draperies are chosen, 
hardware is the last piece 

of the puzzle.



SPRING 2016  |  15  

“For more than 55 years, Midtown Realty has been 
assisting its neighbors and friends with one of the 
most important purchases in their life… their home! 
At Midtown Realty, we are dedicated to working with 
people, not clients. We sell homes, not houses and 
Palo Alto is our home, not a branch office. Year after 
year people trust us to help with their most important 
investment, their home. You too can count on us for 
all your real estate needs. Give us a call today.”

Midtown Realty, Inc.  
Real Results, Real Estate

Your Neighborhood  
Midtown Realty Team

Jane Volpe
Realtor/MBA

Joann Weber
Property  

Manager Realtor

Leslie Zeisler
Realtor, SRES

Tim Foy
Broker/Owner

Chris Taylor
Realtor

Lisa Knox
Realtor

Yamei Lee
Realtor

Rosemary 
Prince
Realtor 

SungHee 
Clemenson

Realtor

Chris Marino
Realtor

2775 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto • Phone: (650)321-1596  Fax: (650)328-1809
See our local listings online at — www. midtownpaloalto.com    BRE# 1900986
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Contemporary tranquility
HOME BY A CREEK FEELS WORLDS AWAY
by Carol Blitzer

photos by Veronica Weber

It was the sound of the creek f lowing near the Midcentury Modern 

home in Portola Valley that drew Julie Dyson in 2011.

But while the 5,000-plus-square-foot house, with its distinctive 

double A-frame wings connected in the middle by a one-story space, 

had plenty of room for the Dyson family of five, the layout was awk-

ward. Also, a barn was smack in the middle of the front yard.

Tim Dyson was concerned that the large house had a very small 

master bedroom, which was “why the house had difficulty selling,” 

he said.

Also, much of the bedroom wing felt like a basement with its long 

hallways and low ceilings.

So goal No. 1 was to create a new master suite, No. 2 to increase the 

headroom on the lower level and No. 3 to redo the pool and landscap-

ing.

“So many things we liked and didn’t want to touch, but other 

(things) needed work. We spent about a year in design,” Tim said, not-

ing that his downtown Palo Alto office is near their architect’s — so 

he could pop in often to discuss new ideas.

Although the kitchen was essentially sound, the Dysons moved the 

concrete island outside, creating an entertaining space near the pool. 

(continued on page 20)

Top: A stream running right behind the home meant the remodel had to work 
around the natural elements of the property. Above: While the kitchen’s plan 
was left mostly untouched, the Dysons did move the existing concrete island 
outdoors, refaced the cabinets and added new white countertops. 
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The cabinets were refaced and new white quartz countertops added, 

but they kept the appliances.

“The old island wasn’t terribly functional and had little counter 

space,” Tim says. “Now we have acres — more to tidy up.”

They moved the master bedroom, which had occupied the con-

necting area between the A-frames, into the bedroom wing, freeing 

up space to create a family room. Upon entering that room, there’s 

a large cube of light on one side (large enough to house this year’s 

Christmas tree, after some masterful rewiring) and a NanaWall of 

accordion-pleated glass on the other, facing that burbling creek.

“It felt strange having the master bedroom in a fishbowl,” Julie 

recalled of the original placement, but a family room bathed in light 

suits them just fine.

A f loor-to-ceiling bookcase lines one wall, with a metal ladder 

crafted in Germany reaching the higher shelves.

In the bedroom wing (down seven steps), a guest suite with its 

own kitchen, bedroom and bathroom was created for extended stays 

by visiting grandparents. Another full bathroom is adjacent to the 

door leading to the pool.

Half a f light up are the three children’s rooms and two more 

bathrooms. The small rooms, all with views of nature, incorporate 

built-in cabinets and shelving.

Half a f light down is the new master bedroom suite, with a 

NanaWall leading outdoors and a bathroom featuring a solid resin 

bathtub (“It weighs an absolute ton,” Tim said), white double sinks, 

a wavy wall of white tile, plus dark gray tile on the f loor and in the 

glass-enclosed shower.

Off of the bedroom is a small office.

The landscaping was done in phases; first, the old kidney-shaped 

pool was replaced with a large rectangular one that could be fitted 

with a cover. The hot tub, which had been located on a deck under 

a redwood and overlooking the creek, had to be removed. Today the 

H O M E  +  G A R D E N  D E S I G N

(continued on page 24)

The crux of the project was moving the master bedroom to a more secluded 
part of the home, keeping its connection with the outdoors with a NanaWall 
they can open to the burbling creek. 

(continued from page 18)

THE SCREEN THAT DOES NOT SNAP BACK

Spring Special
$439 installed  

 for a single standard size door 

Local Dealer: Doug Fields
650-227-4934

www.bayareaclearview.com

•  French Doors  •  Single Doors  •  Sliders

MADE IN SAN JOSE, CA

N o r t h  B a y
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Caring for your trees... 
Adding Value to your Property

 541 W. Capitol Expwy #287 San Jose
(408) 836-9147  |  Fax: (408)728-7598
www.bayareatreespecialist.com
Lic. #836837
Certified Arborist & Tree Risk Assessors on staff

Tree Services:
• Aesthetic Pruning

• Vista Pruning

• Crown Reduction

•  End-weight reduction  
of trees

• Tree Installation

•  Large and precarious tree  
& stump removal 

• Arborist Reports

• Root Feeding/Fertilization

• Disease & pest control in trees 

10% off  

Tree Service  
Estimate

*present coupon at time of quote 
 

minimum job cost $300, max savings $500.

GARDENS
SPRING TOUR 2016

APRIL 29 & 30, 2016 
10:00 AM TO 4:00 PM

Tour 5 Private Gardens
Marketplace & Plant Sale 

at Gamble Garden

L I V I N G
ARE  F O R

GAMBLEGARDEN.ORG
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D E S I G N  I N S P I R A T I O N S

This San Jose homeowner purchased this 

home knowing that they would need to 

renovate the cramped and inadequate kitch-

en. Functionally, the disjointed layout was 

dated and no longer practical for the modern 

day cook. The kitchen was transformed by 

reconfiguring the layout into a more open-

plan space that’s ideal 

for both cooking and 

entertaining. 

The proposed lay-

out solved all the cli-

ent’s needs and then 

some. Structurally, we 

encroached slightly on 

the garage and created 

a new garage entry door 

at a 90º angle. This 

significantly opened up 

the main access of the kitchen: improving 

the functionality of the space and traf-

fic f low patterns. Removing the peninsula 

and reducing a portion of a load-bearing 

wall added to the open concept. The bay 

windows were replaced with a raised sill to 

allow for the relocated sink which provided 

a perfect view of the garden. Slightly nar-

rower French door with sidelight replaced 

the former slider and shifted the point of 

egress which helped delineate the adjacent 

family room from the kitchen. The door-

way to the Dining Room was abandoned 

to gain needed storage while establishing 

a more functional work 

triangle.

The custom maple 

cabinetry, painted in a 

warm white hue, made it 

possible to access every 

inch of this compact 

space. Cabinet details 

were extended to con-

nect the perimeter 

cabinetry allowing the 

American made quartz 

countertops to continuously f low around 

the kitchen. The kitchen sink was carefully 

considered alongside the dishwasher to fit 

within the bay window space. Adjacent to 

the sink is an appliance garage making her 

coffee maker accessible yet out of sight. A 

microwave drawer was strategically placed 

in the island to maximize upper cabinet 

storage. An onyx harlequin mosaic back-

splash brought the butterscotch color pal-

ette together and was designed to cleverly 

integrate with the wood trim details at the 

bay windows. 

With wrap around cabinets, a large center 

island, and a sophisticated palette of materi-

als, this kitchen now evokes the functional-

ity, brightness, and the wow factor that the 

client was dreaming of.

Bright & cheerful open 
floorplan kitchen design

THE FUNCTIONALITY  

OF AN OPEN 

FLOORPLAN KITCHEN  

IS IDEAL FOR COOKING 

AND ENTERTAINING

Case Design/Remodeling
408-323-5300

www.CaseSanJose.com

Sponsored by

BEFORE: The cramped, inadequate and 
outdated kitchen.

AFTER: 
The transformed 

kitchen brings 
functionality 

for the modern 
day cook with 

thoughtful 
touches like 

an appliance 
garage allowing 
the coffee maker 
to be accessible 
yet out of sight.  
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deck provides another seating area outside 

where they can continue to enjoy the sound.

Because the house was located so close 

to the creek, the footprint really could not 

change. 

“We were very constrained with what 

we could do in terms of required setbacks,” 

architect Carl Hesse said.

But the city did allow them to move (and 

rebuild) the barn, thus freeing up space for 

landscaping the entrance to the home.

During the year of construction, the fam-

ily hunkered down in the public wing, with 

the three kids sharing the loft space above 

the kitchen.

Asked if she’d do anything differently, 

Julie looked around her naturally lit space, 

listening to that creek, and said it might 

have been nice to add a fireplace to the fam-

ily room. Then she just smiled. H+G

Contributing Writer Carol Blitzer can be  

emailed at cblitzer@sbcglobal.net.

VOTED  #1 IN SERVICE, QUALITY & VALUE SINCE 1999 
ALL FURNITURE, UMBRELLAS, CUSHIONS  NOW  50% OFF    

 

Offer Good Through 6-30-16 
    

  Open Daily – -          1445 Veterans Blvd , Redwood City  
        650-366-0411          www.TomsOutdoorFurniture.com 

A Grade SUSTAINABLE GOVERNMENT REGULATED  PLANTATION GROWN TEAK 

OVER 20 COLORS  

(continued from page 20)

The Dysons decided the more-appropriate use for 
this light-filled former master bedroom was as a 
family room. 

H O M E  +  G A R D E N  D E S I G N

RESOURCES
Architect: Carl Hesse, square three 
design studios, Palo Alto,  
650-326-3860, squarethree.com

Building contractor: Fred Reynolds, 
Reynolds Construction, Aptos,  
415-385-6239

Concrete: Fu-tung Cheng, Cheng 
Design, Berkeley, 510-849-3272, 
chengdesign.com

Tile: Porcelanosa, San Jose,  
408-467-9400, porcelanosa-usa.com

Goal of project:  
Create a larger master bedroom, 
bring in more light, move barn

Year house built:  
1957, remodeled in 1999, 2014

Size of home, lot:  
About 5,300 sq. ft. on a 1.4-acre 
lot; 6 bd, 6.5 ba

Time to complete:  
One year to design;  
one year to build

Budget:  
$1.3 million
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PROFESSORVILLE
1115 Ramona Street, Palo Alto  |  1115ramona.com

Offered at $6,650,000

Beds 6  |  Baths 3.5

Home ±3,500 sf  |  Lot ±9,188 sf

Downtown Palo Alto   
728 Emerson St, Palo Alto
650.644.3474

Downtown Menlo Park
640 Oak Grove Ave,  Menlo Park
650.847.1141

dreyfussir.com

Noelle Queen, Sales Associate
650.427.9211
noelle.queen@dreyfussir.com

01917593

Ashley Banks, Sales Associate
650.544.8968
ashley.banks@dreyfussir.com

Michael Dreyfus, Broker
650.485.3476
michael.dreyfus@dreyfussir.com
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L O C A L  F I N D S

1 Welcome guests into your home with this quirky 
and cute doormat. Made from coir, a natural and 

renewable material extracted from coconuts, this mat 
marries style with function, all while keeping things 
eco-friendly. 
$39.99, Menlo Park Hardware,  
700 Santa Cruz Ave.,  
Menlo Park

2 Got a green thumb? Put f lowers on display 
with this whimsical plant holder. Cast in 

aluminum, these bunnies can hold potted plants, 
f loral arrangements and even garden tools. 
$195, Paperwhirl,  
230 University Ave.,  
Palo Alto

3 This handcrafted birdhouse 
will be sure to attract 

feathered friends and the gaze 
of guests alike: Made with 
a universally-sized 1 ½ inch 
opening, it can house a variety 
of native birds from bluejays to 
wrens to swallows. 
$81, Ladera Garden & Gifts,  
3130 Alpine Road, #380,  
Portola Valley

4 Personalize your entryway with 
signage that says “hello” with f lair. 

Made from reclaimed wooden boards, 
these one-of-a-kind signs add a rustic 
feel to your entryway, accenting any 
blank wall near your door. 
$43, Therapy Home,  
275 Castro St.,  
Mountain View

5 Add a burst of color to your 
front door with a classic door 

wreath, made from all-natural 
boxwood branches. Hang this 
wreath seasonally or all year round 
to brighten your doorway and bring 
greenery to an otherwise inanimate 
space. 
$65, Harvest Furniture,  
639 Santa Cruz Ave.,  
Menlo Park

Front door distinction
FIVE INVITING FINDS THAT ADD CHARM  
AND CHARACTER TO YOUR ENTRYWAY
by Avi Salem

Photos by: 1. Magali Gauthier; 2. Magali Gauthier; 3. Stephanie Burgess/paintedpeace.com; 4. Avi Salem; 5. Harvest Furniture
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ENROLL

SCHEDULE

Sign in to your personalized new online portal today! 
Reduce your greenhouse gas emissions while making your 
home more energy efficient. You can set savings goals and 
tips, and find your gas, water and electric consumption history. 

Reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Join the voluntary 
PaloAltoGreen Gas program. By paying a small premium on your 
utility bill, you can neutralize the emissions from your natural gas 
use with carbon offsets. 

Make your home more efficient. Call for a FREE utility bill analysis 
and schedule a subsidized assessment with the Home Efficiency 
Genie. Receive a customized roadmap to cost-effective home 
performance improvements and get support selecting contractors. 

(650) 713-3411
cityofpaloalto.org/utilityprograms

LOG ON

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE OUR COMMUNITY ONE 
OF THE MOST SUSTAINABLE IN THE COUNTRY.

Palo Alto is one of fifty communities competing to save the most energy, and is currently 
ranked in the top third of the Georgetown University Energy Prize, a national competition  

for a $5,000,000 prize that challenges us to develop and implement creative,  
sustainable, and replicable strategies to save energy over two years.
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A rose by many names
PICK AMONG THOUSANDS FOR  
JUST THE RIGHT HUE FOR YOU

by Ruth Handel

For thousands of years writers and poets have been beguiled by 

roses, from William Shakespeare to the ancient scribes of the 

Bible and the Koran.

Palo Altan rose grower Jerry Georgette says that picking one’s 

favorite rose is like choosing your favorite child. He admits that one 

of his favorites is a yellow gold “Golden Celebration,” an English 

shrub rose. 

“I just love the rich golden yellow color, sweet fruity scent, and 

proliferation of blooms repeating throughout the growing season.”

The thousands of rose varieties fall into a dizzying multitude 

of classifications, generally either “Old Garden Roses” — known 

before 1867, and Modern Roses, which are hybrids such as hybrid 

teas, f loribundas and miniatures. 

For rose enthusiasts, new roses are anticipated as hotly as the 

Oscar nominations, and so are their names: Mustard & Ketchup, 

Julia Child (a golden butter) or Jude-The-Obscure. Hybrids are 

created to highlight specific characteristics, from fragrance to 

color, and to breed hardier strains that fight the pests and blight 

that can take the romance out of rose growing.

Dozens of varieties populate the Memorial Rose Garden at 

the Veterans Affairs medical center in Palo Alto. The garden 

was planted to commemorate those lost in the Sept. 11, 2001, 

terrorist attacks, and hundreds of plants are cared for by the army 

of volunteers Georgette leads. The garden has become a place of 

ref lection and congregation, and even the location of a marriage 

proposal and wedding. With 

many plants named for vet-

erans, visiting families and 

VA clients often speak 

to the plants as if they 

embodied the departed. 

To grow your own 

roses, f ind Golden 

Celebration and other vari-

eties at local nurseries or 

order from online specialists. 

Winter is the prime time to 

plant bare-root roses, which most 

local nurseries will put into pots last 

month. If you buy potted roses that have 

begun growing, you can plant them any time 

in the spring through fall. Roses generally 

should receive six hours of sun, and garden-

ers should follow recommended planting, 

fertilizing and feeding programs. Georgette 

suggests a soil-moisture meter, akin to a meat 

thermometer, which is available for a few 

dollars at a hardware store, to help determine 

when to water. He adds that heavy leather 

gloves and garden sleeve “gauntlets” are essen-

tial for keeping what rosar-

ians call “pricklies” at bay — 

and likely the less-charming 

words uttered when a thorn 

snags a finger.

And yes, these beauties can 

be a bit high maintenance, as diseases such as powdery mildew, 

rust and black spot often affect the plants. Some growers use Neem 

oil or stronger fungicides to fight disease. Non-chemical solutions 

such as ladybugs and soft hosing can also fight pests. 

Roses will first bloom in April and May, and many will re-bloom 

several times throughout the year. Clipping spent blooms, or 

“deadheading,” spurs bloom production. 

Georgette suggests dormant pruning after the f lowering season, 

cutting out dead wood, crossing branches and opening up the 

center of the plant to allow air circulation. 

The California drought has contributed to a decline in the rose 

industry, as gardeners choose native plants that require less water. 

Happily, you can still follow your nose to a number of rose gardens 

close by and find a favorite bloom: The San Jose Municipal Rose 

Garden (which boasts more than 3,500 plants and 189 varieties, 

such as Bon Bon and Voo Doo), The Rose Garden in Central Park 

in San Mateo and the Filoli Estate in Woodside. H+G

Freelance writer Ruth Handel can be reached 

at ruthhandel1@me.com.

A yellow-gold “Golden Celebration” rose is one of rose grower Jerry 
Georgette’s favorites. Photo courtesy of Jerry Georgette.

F E A T U R E D  F L O W E R

For more information about roses, 
visit http://peninsularosesociety.org
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Planning A Party? 
Make It A Waste Free Event

Whatever type of gathering you are planning - BBQ, birthday celebration, 
pool party, etc. - use a Zero Waste Party Pack.
Zero Waste Party Packs are FREE and available for you to borrow. Party packs come with complete table 
settings for 24 people - that’s plates, bowls, tumblers, utensils and cloth napkins.

You can borrow a party pack from a Zero Waste Block Leader near you. Zero Waste Block Leaders are 
neighborhood ‘experts’ available to answer your recycling and reuse questions, supply information on ways 
to reduce household waste and foster neighborhood waste reduction efforts. Most block leaders have party 
packs available for you to borrow. If they don't, they'll get you in touch with a block leader who does.

Help our community reach its Zero Waste goal. Use a Zero Waste Party Pack for your next gathering. 
Connect with your block leader at www.cityofpaloalto.org/zwbl or sign up to be a block leader in your 
neighborhood and you can host a party pack yourself.

For more information on how to have a Zero Waste party, visit
www.cityofpaloalto.org/zwparty
zerowaste@cityofpaloalto.org
(650) 496-5910
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We Show You How!
Come ask the experts. 

Our knowledgeable staff is here to 
help guide you through your next 

home improvement project.

BARRON PARK 
SUPPLY CO.

Plumbing • Heating • Electrical • Irrigation

DON’T WASTE YOUR TIME AT THE BIG BOX STORES

WWW.BARRONPARKSUPPLY.COM

COME VISIT OUR NEW 
EXPANDED SHOWROOM

300 W. EL CAMINO REAL 
MOUNTAIN VIEW 94040

1243 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View • 650.961.8700
(At Miramonte – behind Baskin-Robbins)

Sterling Custom Upholstery
SU

PER SERVICEAWARD

Angies List
2015

50th

ANNIVERSARY Reduce  •  Reuse  •  Recycle

FREE Local Pick Up 
& Delivery

FREE  
ARM COVERS
with upholstery of any 

couch or chair
With this coupon only. 

Regular value $12.50 plus 
1/2 yard of fabric.  

Expires 7/8/16.

$9250  
Labor Special

Total Price For Labor  
On Standard Couch or Chair

Plus the cost of any fabric you select from 
our complete line of fabrics. Labor price of 
$92.50 includes frame, spring and webbing 
repair. Additional charge for cushion filler, 
tufting and channeling. Customer supplied 
fabric charged at standard labor rate of $55 
per yard. Our 50th year!

www.SterlingCustomUpholstery.com
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Landscape Design for only $50*

PROFESSIONAL 
LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Help make your lawn conversion a reality. 
Apply today for Conserve-A-Scape, the city’s 
premier landscape design assistance program. 
Receive an in-person consultation with a 
landscape architect and personalized landscape 
design including plant palette, hardscape plan 
and construction details.

Before

TO QUALIFY 
• Must be a Menlo Park Municipal Water District 

customer
• Must be a participant in the City’s Lawn Be Gone 

Program (rebates of up to $2 per sq. ft. of lawn 
converted)

FOR MORE INFORMATION
• Visit menlopark.org/conserve-a-scape
• Call 650-330-6720
• Email recycle@menlopark.org

*Fee subject to increase after June 2016

After

One year later



MASONRY SHOWROOM

2490 Charleston Road 

Mountain View, CA 94043

(877) 282-0522

www.pbm1923.com

Yard Locations:

Redwood City 

Sunnyvale  

San Martin 

Livermore

Real Used Brick Fireplace

Your Local Source 

for Landscape Stone, 

Patio Paving, 

House Cladding 

and more...

Full Range Bluestone Patio Pacific Ashlar Stone Cladding


