
Student agency is needed 
in a changing & ambiguous 
world.

Student agency is required 
for a changing world.



65% of grade school kids will end up in 
jobs that are not yet invented.

- US Department of Labor, Futurework



Student agency is needed 
in a changing & ambiguous 
world.

Young people are hungry for 
purpose & meaning in their 
learning.



“College counselors chalk the problem up 
to stress caused by the heavy burdens of 
schoolwork and competition… But hard 
work and competition have never broken 
the spirits of young people, as long as they 
believe in what they are doing.”

 - Dr. William Damon, The Path to Purpose



Student agency is needed 
in a changing & ambiguous 
world.

Leading institutions are 
starting to cultivate and 
measure the whole student.





What if... 

Palo Alto harnessed the 
creative horsepower of our 
community and crafted a radically 
new school that became an 
innovation hub for public education?



Wayfinder
                                                    School 

imagine:



Our students have the 
mindset & skills of 
wayfinding through 
challenges & through life. 



Instead of seeking 
“the right answer,” 

ambiguity is 
an opportunity 

to define the 
boundaries 

ourselves.

Instead of finding 
comfort in the 
safety of multiple 
choice, we thrive 
in ambiguity as 
an opportunity 
to define the 
boundaries 
ourselves.



Our students build character 
strengths & comfort with 
learning through failure 
that will serve them 
throughout life.



Instead of seeking 
perfection, we 

know resilience 
is a muscle only 

strengthened
through failure. 



Our students craft their own 
learning journeys, oriented 
around their unique sense of 
passion and purpose.



Instead of seeking 
“the right answer,” 

ambiguity is 
an opportunity 

to define the 
boundaries 

ourselves.

Instead of a 
single ladder 
to success, 
we see many 
paths to success... 
and I designed 
one uniquely 
for me.



Our students engage a 
cycle of learning, trying 
and teaching others to 
internalize new concepts.



Instead of seeking 
“the right answer,” 

ambiguity is 
an opportunity 

to define the 
boundaries 

ourselves.

Instead of being 
primarily a student, 
we teach our peers 

and often learn most 
through the act of 

teaching others. 



Our campus breaks down the 
walls between the school & 
the community.



Instead of seeking 
“the right answer,” 

ambiguity is 
an opportunity 

to define the 
boundaries 

ourselves.

Instead of the 
classroom as the 
primary hub for 
learning, the days 
we spend off 
campus help us 
connect the dots 
to how we’ll apply 
our learning 
throughout life. 



Our school is an innovation 
hub for public education.



Instead of seeking 
“the right answer,” 

ambiguity is 
an opportunity 

to define the 
boundaries 

ourselves.

Our school is always 
trying new things so 

others can learn 
from us. 

We’re not simply 
students… we’re 

co-founders of 
Wayfinder.


